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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Th£ rapid sale of four large editions of 
Captain Cochrane's Narrative, withoat ex- 
hausting the demand) has induced the Pro- 
prietors of << Constable's Miscellany" to give 
it a place in their Collection ; and they hope 
that the high price at whiich it has hitherto 
been sold, in addition to the intense interest 
of the Work itself, will render all other 
apology fdr its insertion unnecessary. 

It would havd been desirable to have pre* 
fixed to this edition some account of the 
enterprising traveller; and no small exer- 
tion has been used to accomplish it : but, 
beyond the simple fact of his having died 
in Soath America, in August 1825, little 
has been aseei^tmned which his own pages 
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VI ADVERTISEMENT* 

do not faraifib.! It appears that Captain 
John Dundas Cochrane was a native of 
North Britain, and nearly connected with 
the noble family of tbatname, being grand- 
son of Thomas, eighth Earl of Dandonald, 
nephew of the Honourable Admiral Sir 
Alexander F. J. Cochrane, and bom in 1793. 
At the early age of ten, he entered the Bri- 
tish Navy, and subsequently, as he has 
told us himself, served, partly under his 
uncle's flag, for a period of nearly ten years, 
*^ in some of the worst corners of the West 
Indies." At the conclusion of the general 
peace, he made some pedestrian excursions 
through parts of France, Spain, and Portu- 
gal; when,^ thoroughly convinced of tibe 
hardihood of his constitution, seeing no 
chance of professional employmentf and 
possessing the most uncontrollable s[H.rit of 
locomotion, he projected an exploratory 
journey into the interior of Africa. Al- 
though his Memorial on this subject was 
unfayourably received, his determination to 
undertake some., arduous enterprise seems 
to have been unsubdued ; -for, soon after, 
I having obtained leave of absence for two 
[ years, in the spring of 1830 he set out on 
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that perilona joQntey which forms the sub* 
J6ct of the following narrative* His sabse«<' 
qaent adrentares are detailed, in these yo- 
lames, and they will be read with the deep^ 
est interest* 

Upon his return to England, Captainr 
Cochrane again offered his services to at-* 
tempt a journey into the interior of Afri« 
ea; but these were again refused*- He now 
published his Tour in Russia, which rapidly 
attained tea second edition ; but having en-« 
gaged in some mining speculations in South 
^erica, he left Lo/dou for that country iu 
June 1824, on the very day that the new 
edition appeared^ In the meantime, his 
Work attracted the notice of the Quarterly 
Beview, and was honoured with a critique^ 
on the whole of a complimentary kind, but 
whieh contained several allusions and cbar'^ 
ges of such a personal description, that they 
demanded an instant refatation* Whether ' 
these offensive passages hastened his return^ 
we are unable to say; but the new edition 
having also met with a ready sale, certain 
it is, that Captain Cochrane arrived in 
London just in timetoprefix to another * a 

* A fourtli edidon followed within a few months. 



moet spkited answer to the reviewer, which 
will be read with the higheBt interest With- 
out entering into the merits of this dispntOy 
we may at least be permitted to say, that 
the remarks alluded to are characterised by 
the greatest indelicacy, if not injustice ; and 
that the allasion to Mrs Cochran^ was to* 
taUy uncalled for. Both by her birth and 
by her attainments, this lady was entitled 
to respect, and, although a *^ Kamtchatka 
girl,"* that she was not deficient in per- 
sonal charms, her portrait, which accom« 
panics our second volume, can testify. 

It is unnecessary to follow the Reviewer 
through those charges which the author 
himself has combated. Captain Cochrane's 
volumes may furnish few scientific details, 
because the imperfect nature of his educa- 
tion unfitted him for entering upon such 
subjects ; but a more interesting personal 
narrative is nowhere to be met with. He 
entered, moreover, upon an untrodden path, 

* She is daughter to Captain Ricord, Chief of Kamt- 
chatka, (Tide vol. I. p. 320.) This amiable woman survi- 
▼ed her husband, and returned to Russia ; and by her beauty 
•nd acoomplishmeDtSy no less than by the interest attached 
to her situation, soon met with, admirers. She is again 
married, and resides at Cronstadt. 
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and on this account also, they are of the 
highest importance. Siberia was absolute- 
ly a terra incognita previous ^ his gigantic 
undertaking; but he has opened the way 
to new sources of knowledge, by giving 
us glimpses of co^ntries advancing rapidly 
in the scale of ^mlisation, and rich in such 
luxuries as British enterprise may turn to 
advantage. 

Of Captain Cochrane, we regret to say, 
that little more can be added. He returned 
to America by the Frolic, Leeward Island 
Packet ; and shortly after his arrival, on the 
12th August 1 825, he died of fever at Valen- 
cia in Columbia. 

Editor. 

KDINBURGH, 
Jan. 1829. 
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TO RI8 KXCKLLZVCT 

MICHAEL SPEBANKSI, 

LATJB 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL OP SIBERIA, 

&c &c. &c. 

Most Excellent Sir, 

In taking the liberty, without having 
in the first place asked your Excellency's 
permission, of dedicating this New Edition 
of the following Narrative of my Journey 
throughRussia and Siberian Tartary to your 
Excellency, I do so, to express my grateful 
remembrance of the kindness and assistance 
which your Excellency afforded me in the 
heart of Siberia, as well as elsewhere. 

Unaccustomed to the language of adula- 
tion, — and your Excellency's desires are 
above it, — I claim but the continuation of 
that kindness, condescension^ and good opi- 



XVI DEDICATION. 

nion which I was honoare J with : and trust- 
ing to the well-known generosity of your 
Excellency to pardon unintentional faults^ 
I subscribe myself, 
With dl respect, 

Your Excellency's 
Most obedient and 

Faithfully obliged Servant, 

JOHN DUNDAS COCHRANE. 



PREFACE 

TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



It has not been the kind partiality of my friends, 
the common apolo^ fu* an uninteresting or ill wiit- 
lem book, which has inchiced me to launch npon 
the world the following narratire of my jonmey to 
the Btmoet northern and eastern limits of the Rns^ 
aian empire ; nor has it arisen from a rain idea of my 
being qualified for a task of the kind. No person 
(except the fcnreign nobleman under whose special 
countenance the principal part of the undertaking 
was accomplished) has recommended such a pro« 
eeeding. The publication, therefore, whether of 
merit or demerit, is entirely prompted by the no- 
velty of the journey, and of the mode of accom<- 
plishing it ; for, even in these days of wondeHul 
achieyementSy it has excited some surprise that a 
Captain of the British Navy should undertake a 
jonmey of many thousands of miles, alone, on foot, 
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XVlll PREFACE. 

and over a comitiy considered as next to impasB* 
able. That the joarney has only in part been per- 
formed on foot, is to be attributed to the liberality 
of the Russian government, as well as to the hos- 
pitality of its people. Had the Emperor Alexander, 
however, refused the assistance I required, solicit- 
ed, and obtained, I am free to declare that it is 
next to impossible to traverse his empire on foot. 
I fairly made the experiment. For a long time I 
adopted that economical mode of travelling, until 
the pressing solicitations of every one convinced 
me it would be folly to decline any longer the iac- 
ceptance of such offers as they were pleased, from 
real benevolence, to make me. 

I frequently walked, and as frequently rodd, and 
was thus enabled to go over a vast extent of coun- 
try in a short time ; and such is the kind disposi- 
tion of the Russian character towards a stranger, 
as evinced in my case, I feel convinced that, by 
studying their manners and customs^ partaking of 
their amusements, showing respect to their reli- 
gion, and otherwise conforming to their rude no^ 
tions, the empire of Russia [may be traversed by 
a foreigner in every direction, with much conve- 
nience, plenty of food, good lodgings, and even 
suitable^raiment, without molestation, and this fot 
Bo^ inconsiderable a sum, that to name it were to 
challenge disbeliefs I shall, therefore, only state, 
that the expenses of my jonmey from Mospow to 
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bkatek (by the route I went, kiz thousand miles,) 
certainly fell short of a gvinen. 

Such being the case, such being the norelty of 
the journey, such being our ignorance of Siberia^ 
and every thing connected with the public institu* 
tions of that distant part of the world, I considev 
H my duty, as well as my interest, to submit to 
the candour of an indulgent public the following 
pages. Effectually to disarm the critic, I need 
only say that I entered into the cockpit of a man-» 
pf-war at the very early age of tea* If that be 
not sufficient, let the fact of a journey of more 
than thirty thousand miles, performed under pe^ 
Culiar circumstances, be taken as a set-off agunst 
a want of powers better fitting an author than a 
tCETeller. 

I cannot, however, but entertain a hope, that 
the nanative will be found not void of interest. It 
contains no alterations from the original notes ; it 
lias simply been lopped of those branches which 
could not interest the English reader ; probably^ 
it has not even yet been sufficiently pruned, for I 
fear I have still left marks of having pryed into 
proceedingB which may appear not to have come 
within my province. When my readers, however^ 
consider the peculiar totnation in which I was 
placed for more than three years, I hope they will 
give me credit for the impartiality of my opinions, 
and the truth of my statements. Respecting Uie 
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character of tbe Rtuwianfi, I do not feel mjm\t 
competent to give what may be termed a jpfoper 
description. I might be charged with « want of 
impartiality, and therefore prefer that my readeri 
shonld form their own estimate, after a due consi^ 
deration of the facts stated in my narnitiye. Tha 
variety of conflicting testimonies has rendered the 
task still more difficult ; some who hare written 
upon the subject have grossly exaggerated, while 
others have advanced assertions totally unfounded; 
Thus much, however, I will take upon myself to 
aay, that no people have made more rapid strides 
towards civilisation, and moral and intellectual im*' 
provement, than all classes of the Russians ; and 
further I say, that their catalogue of failings, fo^ 
they do not merit the appellation of crimes, by no 
means exceeds' those of other eountrieft. 

There is another ground on which I would fain 
persuade myself that these pages may be produc- 
tive of some good ;-s--may they not prove the means 
of stirring up the enterprising spirit of those Who 
have better means and greater talents than I pre- 
tend to ? Sjbould a traveller who has the pecu- 
niary means, the requisite talents, and the spirit 
and perseverance indispensable, enter upon the 
vast fields of Tartary, he will find ample scope for 
the exercise of. his genius, whether he be a philo- 
sopher, a botanist, a naturalist, or an historian. For 
myself, I profess only to have acted in the capa- 
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city of a rough pioneer ; and, having cleared the 
way, I leave the road open for the scientific, to 
pursue his journey when it best suits him. 

To the impatient mind these pages may also af- 
ford a salutary lesson. Should such a character 
peruse this narrative, and trace me through a long, 
laborious, and highly perilous journey, contrasting 
the frequent miserable situations in which I have 
been placed with his comparatively happy one, he 
will, I trust, learn '< to be content ;" he will also 
learn, that there are few difficulties which patience 
and spirit may not overcome, and that man may 
fearlessly go where lie will, so long as his conduct 
answers to his movements. 

I may be allowed to add, that, after such a jour« 
ney, I might be supposed cured of the spirit of 
travelling, at least in so eccentric a way ; yet the 
supposition is far from the fact, for as I am eon- 
Bcious that I was never so happy as in the wilds 
of Tartary, so have I never been so anxious to en* 
ter on a similar field as at this moment. 
• 

The Author. 
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TO THE SECOND £DITIOK. 



Ik prasentiBg to the public an enlarged md cor- 
rected edkion of this W4Nrky the Author arails him- 
self of fanch an epportmnty to retam to the pubfic 
who haTe read, and to thoae reriewers who have 
kindly criticised it, his thanks for the patronage of 
the former, and for the liberal indulgence which 
has been extended to him by the latter. The few 
critics who have in any way censored the peculiar 
mode of trayelling adopted by the Author in the 
^xwecution of his journey, may rest aseored, that 
in no other manner could he have proceeded to 
the extremities of Asia ; and as he is quite satis- 
fied that such observations could only have arisen 
from mistake, he begs leave to return them also 
his thanks for the attention which they have drawn 
to his work. 

June, 1824« 



PREFACE 

TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



I SHOULD) indeed, ill desenre the atteiitbiiii«liic& 
the Editor of the Quarterly Review has devoted 
ta the N&rradve of my Journey through. Siberiis 
aad Tartory, were I to- feel raffled- by eitler of the 
severe remtfks ^whicfa, ift his jndgment^ it has been 
necessary to visit me with ; so far fiiem sneh a fed* 
lo^ I feel obliged' to ^tfT^-^nor, indeed, am- 1 dia* 
appointed; i aaoi only swprised that I have not 
hecn< merer semiely handled by the lesned ciittca 
in general, m spite of the <Hriginal profece which 
X had' hoped would hare disarmed them» Wilb 
aespcct to the: Quartedyf m particular, lean only 
say, thirt although it has had no effeot intoaufling 
thift Mrd editien> stiil X feeL confidant it wfll hsw 
the efieet of vendeoing mooe: npid Ae sale- of it; 
for Ti^ocYer will read thetflkttenng cenduding poi^ 
ESgraphS) will,. I doubt net, come to the same sa^ 
tisfactory infeienoQ* 

% 
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Having thus made due acknowledgments, I shall 
beg leave to remark upon a few of their unsup^ 
ported charges ; and in doing so I hope to proceed 
with perfect good humour, conscious that no ill 
will was intended; and if I do it in a slovenly 
Planner, I still hope for fresh latitude, in consider* 
ation of this third edition being ready for binding 
— ^a circumstance I could not have known in time, 
arriving, as I have done, only this day from South 
America ; coupled also with the singular fact, that 
the second edition was published the very day that 
1 1^ London, 

The first charge brought against me consists in 
the assertion, that the work is in general without 
dates, and that, therefore, what I have told Jias not 
ahvays been correctly told. Now, I am no lo^« 
cian, but this does not appear to me a candid or 
justifiable mode of criticizing a work, because it 
is a direct tax upon veracity (done. Surely a fact 
may be stated, without specifying the time when 
it took place ; — ^nor is the Editor borne out in his 
assertion, or insinuation, by his supposed subse- 
quent proof, that I have asserted what I could not 
have known. In order, however, to account for 
the oniission of dates, I must tell the public, that 
if a blunder was committed, it has not been by 
me, bat by no less a literary gentleman than Mr 
Barrow ; his opinion and advice, with such a no* 
vice as I am, in a literary view, ought to have 
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beeB' followed ; bis knowledge of the most i^ree- 
Me fovtoB of brin^g a work before the pubKe is 
so well known, tliat I am certain the same pnbiid, 
aa well ils tfa^' Quenierlf/^ will excuse llie blander^ 
and leave veracitf as it stood. 

The cireamstanees which led to the general^ 
omissioii- of dates were rather curious ; and as Mr 
Borrow may have forgot die conversation^ which 
passed betweeopUB- al the Admindty, I shall reiatb 
it^ and I do so, because I have not l^me to acquaint 
that g^tlemau' with my intention of publishing it, 
-^thi8'«3^anation will, I hope, plead my apology 
with Mr BarMw :-^Upon my return to Engiand, 
from Russia, and when about to commence the' 
narradve of my joiHney, I was desired to submiv 
it «oMt Bu*row, previous to publieation'^I did so, 
widi a perlbct knowledge that it w^d benefit 
nni«di; When he camo to that pait of it which 
slates my departure from St Petersburg on the 
24fth Mix^, I remarked timt the mo&H vfosnear her 
jvU;' Mr BaiTOW, with hisaceuirtomed ingenuity 
and foresight, referred to- die almanack^ by which 
it appeared than diero waa no meonataU oniher 
2M May ; accordingly, at our next meeting-, he; 
wishing to prevent my falling into eo'grossan errolr, 
kindly said, << that I intendisd' keeping' company* 
with Bruce^ the African' travell^, who showed 
the Abysttniana an- eclipse whldi waa noV visible 
lA'Afrieav aMiocigh it was so elsewhere." Ccm- 
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SGioiis that I had not written what waa not tnie» 
be leferred to my assertion of the nearfuU moom 
on the 24th, and compared it with the almanack ;; 
I. referred to my passport, it is dated the 24th, and 
I knew the moon to be full on that day, for it was: 
cid stylcy — the riddle was thus explained ; for new 
style being the 12tlL May, the moon was^ near Iter 
fiUL While in Russia, I adapted myself, as nearly 
as possible, to every circumstance connected with 
that empire;- among others, to that of following 
their O. S« I, however, agreed with Mr Barrow 
that it would be better to leave dates out, as such 
might cause a confusion ; and where only a per- 
sonal narrative was intended, could not consider it 
of much consequence. This tedious explanation, 
I hope, will be pardoned, in consequence of the 
hasty inference drawn from it by the Quarierfy. 

With respect to the next chaige, a supposed 
more serious one* I think differently. I was not 
employed by the Admiralty to undertake a journey 
through Siberia or Tartary ; as such I cannot have 
acted derogatory to my rank or character. The 
Admiralty, while I was on half-pay, had nothing 
to do with the one or the other. I got no L.5000 
advance to fit me out with telescopes, thermome* 
ters, barometers, or the like appendages of a sci* 
entific expedition. I had no such object in view* 
It was enough for me that I had their Lordships* 
legve to tvave), vpon certain conditions— thosa^ 
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eonditioiiB I complied with ; and it matters not 
how I travelled, how I dressed, how I fared, or 
how I got on. I did certainly intend a pedestrian 
trip ; that I found impossible in many cases, from 
a Tariety of causes, none so strong as the hospi- 
tality of the Russians, who mil not aUow you to 
travel on foot if they have a horse lo lend; nay, 
what will the Editor of the Quarterly H«y, when 
I assert, and appeal to the Goremor-General Spe* 
nmski for the truth of my assertion, that officers of 
the highest cast, when travelling in Siberian Tar- 
tary, scarcely ever pay for provisions ? — ^the natives 
will not take the money, and if they did, I doubt 
what they could or would charge, when the 6X« 
tntordinary low price of provisions is taken into 
consideration. J have often seen the owners of 
horses fighting for the honour of driving a superior 
officer, yratis ; also have I seen them tackle on 
three and four extra horses, that such an officer 
should go with more than state, that is, with great 
inconvenience ; and^ were it not for the beauty and 
hieadth of the roads, I might say wUh danger, T» 
sum up with the hospitality of the Russians, espe- 
dally those of Siberia, I will only add, that no- 
ihing is so easy as to gain admittance into their 
mansions' or dwellings, nor any thing so diffi colt 
as to leave them. 

The charge brought agmnst me, of stating the 
degraes of cold in the valley of Sartan, without th* 
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aid of a thenaometer, kalso without feimdntioib 
It is, however, true, that I Jcwjt the lew instrivnfWlt 
I had taken Ivom St Peteroharg «oon ofter I Mi 
ihat capital ; bat such a fact was ao reaami why I 
could not, or did vtot, proewe atbers. Does thfi 
Editor of the Quarterly suppose, that {Russia m 
BO backward in the possescdon of astronomical ia- 
gtruoaents ? If so, it is a mistake ; and I ooiddaay, 
that their officers are possessed of wore scientifie 
Instronents than ours in general aiie. The tr«9h is, 
I procured a thfirmovQeter at Moscow, a «eeood $^ 
Yakatsk, and ^ third at tlie Kolyma. When I haFO 
inarked so low as 42^ of fieaumur, I heg to in* 
form the Eeviewer that he jnust not suppose that, 
in Siheria> there are not hundreds of spirit ther^^ 
viometers, and, such being the case, I markod what 
number of degrees it showed by Beaumur, and not 
hy Fahrenheit, which I then considered was a thern 
mometer more befitting a warm climate. 

When I stated having seen the thermometer aa 
low as 42^ of Aeaumnr, and brought in tjbe testi* 
manies of Adxniral SaretchefF and Captain Bittinga 
to bear out my asserUon, I did it, not from a doniht 
of its truth, but from a desire that tbe unfounded, 
assertion of this same Quarierly Eevtewer^ some 
yoars ago, should not be tolerated, — ^that Captain 
Parry had wintered on the coldest spot of the globe* . 
I do not beUeve a thing of the kind. I cauaot 4aubt 
hat that many of die most eastern parts of Norr . 
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them Siberia lire infinitely colder than Melyilla 
Island. My assertion of 42^ of cold would ham 
heen discreditedy when tbe Qtmrterly knew my 
entire want of scientific knowledge, and the snper^ 
abundant quantity possessed by him and Captain 
Parry, who found no more than 57^ of Fahrenheit. 

I thank the Editor of the Quarterly for his yery 
ingenious and logical query, (yide p. 224,) where 
he says, ^< We are not surprised that these poor 
people (the inhabitants of the Kolyma) should be 
subject to many diseases, more especially the scur- 
yy ; but we are somewhat stcbggeredvfixh the Cap« 
tain's assertion, that it is cured ^ by the i^nsump>- 
tion of raw fish, during the winter ;' but, if cured 
in the winter, how happens it that < in summer, the 
disease neyer fails to abate with the arriyal of fresh 
fish ?' If it be cured in the winter, and abates in 
the summer, when does it exist in force ?" I re- 
ply, in winter the scuryy ro^e^, and that it is cured 
in winter by the consumption of raw fish ; also I 
agree that it abates with the arriyal of fresh fish. 
To get out of this apparent logical difficulty, t6 
the Quarterly would be a hard task ; not so to me, 
who am now taking adyantage of the shrewd and 
actiye mind so graciously granted me by the Quar- 
terly. 

The scuryy rages during winter with the poorer 
and consequently with the greater, proportion of 
the inhabitants of the Kolyma, because they, the 
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power sorty qaanot afford to eat i»w fisb, it fceiiig 
aa article of lusBmy, It is true, that a moat pro* 
digious quantity of fish is caught on the bknks of 
the Kolyma, but it does not follow that such a 
quantity is eaten rmo ; indeed it is only a very 
small proportion that can be so consumed, and that 
4||uantity is naturally bought up and retained by the 
more wealthy part of the community. 

Herrings we the principal productions of the 
Kolyma, and are retained for the dogs. Red Salo- 
mon constitute the next quantity, and are nniver* 
jsally used by all clashes, by being boiled, or dried 
up into youkob. The naihna, and, I think the 
tf^oter, being white fish, are the only species that 
ar^ eaten in a raw state ; while mocksou and mock- 
son are expressly converted into youkola, obe for 
man and the other for dogs* There is also ano* 
ther reason why the poorer classes cannot partake 
of raw fish ; it is not only dear and scarce^ but it 
is a most extravagant mode of eating fish, for a 
person can consume three ti^aes the quantity in a 
raw state, that he can either boiled or in the way 
of youkola. I hope this stateioent will be under* 
stood by my readers. 

With respect to the memqir which I addressed 
to the Royal Society^* and which may be deemed 

* This Memoir, and the Map vhicfa illustrates it, will be 
found in tlie second ▼olume...-iSD. of C. M. 
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iwintelligible without at all offeadii^ me, I have 
jAothing to ^ay. Had tkere been any teal and sub* 
Btasttial xeaacMi for refusiog the meinoir, I feel cer«* 
tain the aIl*kaowuig Editor would fredyhave giyen 
it. Be this as it may, I do still maintain that I had 
s right to expect c4>mmon civility and common 
courtesy from Sir H. Davy and his colleagues in 
council ; and I still assert that their conduct haa 
betrayed a want of fair dealings unpardonable in 
any one^ but more ei^ecially censurable in a learn- 
ed, an enlightened, and a public body. 

In page 226 the learned Editor seems to forget 
his own want of propriety. He has before much 
harped upon the derogatory manner in which I 
travelled, &c. so improper for a person of m^ rank / 
and yet, in speaking of my wife, he terms her a 
KamiehathagirU As far as age could warrant the 
term, he maybe correct; but I should have expect- 
ed his very refined notions of propriety might have 
induced him to have extended the trouble he took 
in writing about her, to have called her a young 
lady. . There^ however, seems to, have been a lurk« 
ing desire to have added more than had a reference 
to my narrative ; — the causes are known to me as 
well as to the Editor. 

With respect to that hankering after reasons 
why I did not go over to America* and the desire 
the Editor has to induce me to charge the Russian 
government with preventing it, because there was 
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already a Russian Expedition there, — 'I nnequi7<y» 
eally declare there was nothing of the kind. I ne*> 
▼er was stopped hy them from going where I chose ; 
they did me the honour to grant me a carte blanche^ 
which I did not abuse. With regard to the asser* 
tion, that I have referred to the reasons brfore 
gvben, and, as the Editor says, nowhere stated, he 
might have imagined what was correct, viz. that I 
referred to the reasons given for not going with 
Baron Wrangel, in a letter dated from the Kolyma, 
and which were such as any honourable officet 
would have given, conscious of his own capacity^ 
ttnd jealous of his own honour. 

The Editor is very fertile in finding out doubts 
of my veracity, and yet he finds fault with my ha* 
^ing previously advanced testimonies of it, as it 
ought not to be doubted ; but, he lastly tells me, 
that the cause of my saying that there are no fe- 
males in Maimatchin, arises from merely the fact, 
that the Chinese told me so. Pray how would 
ihis Oriental reviewer have had me to inquire and 
satisfy myself except as I did ? I have no doubt 
of the truth of what I have stated, for the houses 
tre not so contrived, as I have explained in the 
narrative^ as to admit of a space and secret room ; 
iind, as I have also stated, the Chinese at Mai* 
matchin, and the Russians at Kiakhta, live upon 
more friendly terms than can be expected else* 
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«ii««y jmd A0t more elosdy averse with respect 
to sbowing their kdies, as asserted by the reviewer; 
I conld certainly give other reasons in conwbora* 
tion of my assertion, did propriety permit me ; nor 
do I think the refined delicacy of the Editor such 
as to have induced his noticing a circumstance of 
the kind, for, in various parts of th/e same number, 
he seems peculiarly susceptible of his tender organs. 

Touching the extraordinary stories I have re- 
ported of the gluttony of the Yakuti, &c. I am not 
only obliged to the Qtiarterfy for putting me" in 
the company of Captain Bobadil, but also in com- 
pany of two of his '< declared bright examples for 
the youths of ages to come,'* viz. Captains Parry 
and Lyon. Methinks the Editor feels rather sore 
upon this subject, else I feel confident, neither the 
asserted gluttony nor iny abstemiousness would 
have been taken notice of. It is, however, not un- 
amusing to read the comparative and significant 
remarks attending his bright and scientific exam- 
ples, and those thrown at me ; but, I will tell the 
Editor, I would rather eat raw fish (and I regret 
that I cannot send him some for trial) than be 
starved in the midst of plenty, in the one instance ; 
or, in the other, be compelled to roast old shoes, 
stew down old clothes, nay, to eat a parcel of my 
own dead companions. 

I again thank the Qttarierly for his complimen- 
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tary eondnding paragraphe, for which I now pre- 
sent him a third edition, and, spite of fate, hope to 
send him a fourth in a short time. 

J. D. COCHRANE. 
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THROUGH 



RUSSIA AND SIBERIAN TARTARY. 



CHAPTER I. 



Motives for undertaking the Journey— Dieppe — Rouen- 
Paris — La Fert^ — Chalons— St Dizier — Nancy — Metz— 
Sanrebruck— Landshut — Kaisers Lautem— Frankfort-. 
Schlucten — Fyld -p* Erfuith — ^Leipsic-^Dueben-^Pots^ 
.Berlin. 



In the month of January, 1820, I addressed a 
letter to the Secretary of the Lords Commissioners 
of the. Admiralty, offering to undertake a journey 
into the interior of Africa, which should have for 
its ohfect 'the ascertaining of the course and deter-^ 
mination of the river Niger. Besides the bent of 
my own inclination, I had an inducement to this 
step in the conviction, established by experience, of 
my capability to encounter the ordinary difficulties 
of a pedestrian traveller ; having, on the conclusion 
of a general peace^ traversed on foot the beautiful 
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countries of France, Spain, and Portugal — an ex- 
cursion in which I certainly nnde|*went a full pro- 
portion of fatigue and privations ; to say nothing 
of those I had for years before been in the habit of 
undergoing ; among which I might enumerate two 
trips from Quebec to Lake Ontario, when in com- 
pany with six hundred seamen, whose wry ^es 
and swollen feet told me I was more of a pedes- 
trian traveller than they. 

The plan I proposed to follow was nearly that 
adopted by Mnngo Park in his first journey ; in- 
tending to proceed alone, and requiring only to be 
furnished with the countenance of 4Bome constitu- 
ent part of the government. With this protection, 
and such recommendations as it might procure me, 
I would havp accompanied the caravans in some 
servile capacity, nor hesitated even to sell myself 
as a slave, if that miserable alternative were neces- 
saty, to accomplish the object I had in view. 

In going alone, I relied upon my own individual 
exertions and knowledge of man, unfettered by the 
frailties and misconduct of others. I was then, as 
now, convinced that many people travelling toge- 
ther for the purpose of exploring a barbarous coun- 
try, have the less chance of succeeding ; more espe- 
cially when they go armed, and take with them 
))resent8 of Tidue. The appearance of numbers 
must naturally excite the natives to resistaDce, from 
motives of jealousy or fear ; and the danger would 
be greatly increased by the hope of plunder* The 
death of the whole party, and consequently the 
failure of the expedition, will be the probable re- 
sult of such a plan. The difficulty of finding men^ 
otherwise suitable, whose constitutions admit an 
equal degree of sufferilag and (atigne, is also great ; 
and that of collecting a number of people gifited 
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with the due portion of those virt^ed without which 
no expedition of discovery could succeed^ is cqi> 
tatnly a greater. 

My answer from the Admiralty was unfavour* 
able, expressing an unwillingness to countenance 
the undertaking; whether from tmider regard to the 
safety of my person, or because they considered 
such, an expedition foreign to their department, or 
from what other reason, I shall leave the reader to 
conjecture. I was not, however, the less con* 
▼inced of the practicability of my plan ; a plan 
which I consider was more than ordinarily feasible 
by me^ who had been roasted in some of the worst 
comers of the West Indies, during a period of 
nearly ten years' service, without, I may say, s 
headach. Finding, however, that a young com* 
mander like myself was not likely to be employed 
afloat, much less ashore, I determined to undertake 
a journey, varying only the object and the scene, 
similar to that of the unfortunate Ledyard, viz. to 
travel round the globe, as nearly as can be done 
by land, crossing from Northern Asia to America, 
at Bebring's Straits. I also determined to per*r 
form the journey on foot, for the best of all posst^ 
ble reasons, that my finances allowed of no other* 
Having procured two years' leave of absence, I 
prepared to traverse the continents of Europe^ 
Asia, and America. 

It is only candid to premise, that the account I 
am about to give of my travels, can but little gr»« 
tify the scientific reader. I confess my ignorance 
of natural history, nor, had I been ever so skilful, 
could I, travelling on foot, have brought away with 
me any specimens of animals, plants, or minerals. 
I had no means of carrying with me such instru* 
ments as are necessary fw making geographical oIh 
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6ervatioii8 of places^ of the state of the air, or such 
other matters as are generally expected to be noted 
by travellers ; the few instruments I did possess 
were taken from me, as will hereafter appear. 

My first and leading object was to trace the 
shores of the Polar Sea along America by land, as 
Captain Parry is now attempting to do by sea ; 
and, at the same time, to note my observations on 
men and manners in the various situations and con* 
ditions of life ; for which such a journey could not 
fail of presenting many opportunities. Having 
therefore procured such documents as were neces- 
aary,- and filled my knapsack with such articles as 
I considered requisite, to enable me to wander 
through the wilds, deserts, and forests of three 
<jfuarters of the globe, I quitted London, and hnd* 
ed at Dieppe from the packet-boat. 
' My regret at quitting the shores of Albion was 
not likely to be counterbalanced by any pleasurable 
reflections on reaching those of France ; but having 
been forty hours on board the packet with little or 
nothing to eat, I cheerfully submitted to the ordeal 
of the French searchers, at the modest price of a 
franc ; and, with my knapsack on my back, walk- 
ed on to one of those most accommodating of all 
places of entertainment, announced by the simple 
words of *^ logement k pied ou a cheval.'* I there 
procured a bed and supper for the same reasonable 
price that I had paid for the honour done me in the 
o£Gicial examination of my precious wallet. 
' Being reluctant to incur the expense of five 
francs, to obtain my passport on Sunday, I was 
content to devote the day to celebrate the eve of 
my birth*day, of the Carnival, and of St Valentine ; 
having visited what may be deemed most worthy 
in the pretty, clean, and well-paved town of 
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Dieppe«-^e retreat for the vieioiu, and refuge for 
the unfortunate. 

Monday, I4th February, I comraenced my route 
towards Paris, orer a well-cultivated but tbinly 
peopled country, on wbich are a few pleasant 
eountry seats and neat villages, with a road far so- 
perior to that from tbe capital to Calais. I con^ 
templated, as I jogged alcAig,' some of the diffeiw 
-ences between France and Spain, comparing the fa- 
cilities of traversing tbe former, to the difficnitieB 
and dangers attendmg the latter ; and contrasting 
tlie servile, frivolous, and seductive Frenchman, 
with the noble, proud, and hospitable Don. Nor 
is the scenery of tbe two countries less opposed ; 
the bold, romantic, fertile, and mountauMms fea-* 
tuMS of Spain, to the long, low, sloping decUvi- 
tiet, and the tame, though cultivated, eminences of 
France. 

About a mile, however, from Rouen, the pro- 
spect became mere intere«ting. To the right and 
in front wovnd tbe silvery Seine, its bosom stud- 
ded with vesseb to a degree extraordinary at this 
aeason of the year. In the distance, in front and 
to the left, stood the city of Rouen, with the spire 
of its truly venerable cathedral^ and other steeples' 
and public buildings, rising over various parts of 
the city ; farther to the left, a range of hills, in a 
high state of cultivation, sloped down to a number 
of handsome chateaux and pretty cottages ; while 
the kwns, covowd with cottons and linens spread 
out to bleadi, gave an air of cheerful and honour- 
able industry to this portion of the department of 
Lower Seine. 

I put up at a taMe''d'h6te, and, for three francs 
apday, procured tbe opportunity of viewing the 
wondm of the ancient, but dlirty, narrow, and 
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crooked-Btreeted city of Rouen* The cathedral is^ 
of course, the first object of attraction ; but, how^^ 
ever beautiful its Gothic design, or however ex- 
ciellent its modern improvements, the effect of both 
is lost from the peculiar imfriendliness of its situa*' 
tion ; surrounded, on three sides, by diity lanes, so 
«lose that the backs of some of the houses are form* 
ed by the walls of the cathedral. The interior 
-corresponds with the exterior in point of decora- 
tion ; though of it» furniture little else is to be seen 
besides enormous piles of old chairs. I left this 
once so beautiful, but now disfigured edifice^ to 
wander through the aisles of St Owen, a fine and 
perfect Gothic specimen, whose grandly elevated 
roof, and highly finished painted windows, seem 
capable of inspiring a religious feeling far beyond 
those of the cathedral. The archiepiscopal palace, 
the barracks on the banks of the Seine, a large Go- 
thic building converted to public offices, and the 
Hotel de Ville, are also deserving attention. Houen 
has a tolerable library, and a cabinet of paintings, 
including numerous pieces of the old school ; their 
description is too much out of my sphere to be en- 
tered upon ; and, were it otherwise, the indelicacy 
of some of them might well forbid their reception 
by an English public. 

Ascending Mount St Catherine, I now over- 
looked the river and great part of the surrounding 
country, which, even at this season of the yeas, 
presented an interesting scene, where the boule* 
vards^ by far the cleanest part^ stretch along three 
sides of the city to a great distwace, with the ca- 
thedral and other churches ; the beautiful windings 
of the river, now bounded by high and chalky cliffs, 
and then by low meadow-lands, with its nnmei^ 
ous inhabited and Ufell-cultivated islands, remind- 
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ing m6 of the ** Cbinampas," or fioatiog gardens of 
Mexico. 

Mount St Catherine had some time back a 
Btrong fortress ; though now scarcely the Testige 
of a wall remains. Possibly it was destroyed on 
purpose, as palpably unnecessary to the protection 
of the sacred territory. The communication across 
the river is formed by a heavy bridge of boats, 
fastened together in the most unskilful manner, the 
beams of wood admitting of little or no play, so 
necessary during the breaking up of the ice, or the 
ireshes and swellings of the river. The^r^ ruxHon 
might obtain some useful information on floating^ 
bridges from Oporto to Seville. 

I returned to the city, in time to witness what 
little public feeling was exhibited on the informa* 
tion just received of the Duke de Berri's assassina* 
tion ; and having gallantly paid my devoirs to the 
statue of the Maid of Orleans, departed, convinced 
that Rouen, like other great cities, presents too 
much to be seen, and too little to interest. 

The first part of the journey from Rouen to 
Paris is on the banks of the Seine, then under 
Mount St Catherine, and afterwards over a con- 
siderably elevated ground. C ultivation is here pur* 
sued on an extensive scale,^ but the scene is unin- 
leresting from its sameness and the total absence 
of inclosures, recalling to the English traveller the 
superior beauties of his own country. Passing a 
few dirty villages, you reach Bordeaux de Vign6 a 
Magni, a eonsideraUe town, distant twenty-eight 
miles. From hence to Paris is a well-paved road, 
through the ancient town of Entreuil ; the country 
here becomes more interesting and better peopled, 
though it has little else to denote its proximity to 
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the second capital of Europe. I anived late> And 
put up at the Hotel de Conte. 

I remained at Paris several days waiting for my 
passports, for which no less than seven signatures 
and as many francs were required. I was happy 
enough to find a worthy friend in the person of the 
kte Colonel Mercer, who, with his amiable daugh*- 
ters, did every thing possible to lessen the expense 
and ennui of the delay. All ptiUic amusements 
were^ however, prohibited for a certain period, la 
consequence of the Duke de Berri's death, much, 
I suspect, to the mortification of the Parisians, who^ 
whatever be their love to the grand monarque^ ap* 
pear but little attached to his august family. 

Paris has ever appeared to me dull, probably 
from my want of means to enter its vortex of dis« 
sipation ; but as I was not wholly insensible to 
the wish, I resolved immediately to quit it, lea* 
ving to others the task of describing over again what 
has so often been described* I set out, therefore, 
on the 20th, with the intention of crossing the 
Rhine at Frankfort, taking Nancy on the road. 
Twenty-two miles on my route lay the episcopal 
city of Meaux, whose cathedral is certainly deser- 
ving of notice, inasmuch as its exterior is complete-* 
ly &iished, a rare case with Frrach cathedrals. The 
country about it is low, and as uninteresting as the 
dty itself. Passed the night at La Fert^ sons 
Jouarre, a considerable to*vn on the Mame, cele- 
brated for its trade in mill- stones, which are thence 
exported in great numbers* I was too fatigued to 
enjoy more of the comforts of a decent auberge 
than that of a bed, such as it was, consisting only 
of a blanket, with my knapsack for a pillow. Reach- 
ed Port-a-Binson, late the next evoQing, having 
gone through several considerable towns, among 
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winch is Chateau Thierry, heantiiiilly situated on 
both banks of the M ame, connected by two bridges, 
which are again connected by an island in the cen* 
tre of the river. The country here assumes a more 
romantic appearance, and the people seem happier 
and more good natured, with less of that forward 
and impertinent curiosity so characteristic of French 
manners. At a distance of twenty-four miles, I 
reached Chalons, in Champaigne. It was not pro-^ 
bable I should pass this province without tapping 
a bottle of so celebrated a wine, with which the 
town of Epemay furnished me for three francs 
and a half. 

Epemay, with its scenery, is truly romantic, as 
observed from an elevated situation above Chateau 
Thierry. It reminded me much of the scenery in 
the North of Portugal, near the river and bridge of 
Coa. 

Leaving Chalons, I directed my steps towards 
St Dizier, over a hilly country. The road was 
bad, but rendered lighter by the company of some 
pedestrian travellers. Our route, however, was 
through a flourishing vineyard and a highly pictu- 
resque scenery, abounding with wood and water ; 
but dirty and populous villages everywhere of- 
fended the eye, presenting a strange and paradoxi- 
cal appearance, as if health and dirt were as con^ 
genisi in France as health and cleanliness are in 
England. 

r reached St Dizier late in the evening, exceed* 
ingly fatigued ; put up at a decent public-house, 
where were plenty of other travellers enjoying the 
comforts of a Saturday night, when an extra franc 
is spent. The latter circumstance I mention, that 
gentlemen travellers (I know not to what classi- 
fication of the tribe Laurence Sterne would have rer 
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ferred me) may observe, that we of humbler habits 
and pretensions have our red as well as black let- 
ter days. St Dizier is an ancient town, near the 
nayigabl/B part of the Mame, built in the year 951, 
and is the chief town in the department of the 
Mense, lying in a fertile country. Grapes are here 
abundant, and many beautiful views may be glimps- 
ed through thick groves and vineyards, common 
to this part of the country. Breakfasted at Bar- 
sur-Ornain^ generally called Bar*le-Dac The next 
place in ^oint of rank, in the same department, is 
Ligny, with a collegiate church, and a palace be- 
longing to the Counts of the same name. Passed 
through Void and St Aubin, the former, apparent- 
ly, a pleasant lively place, containing three thou- 
sand inhabitants ; thence, through Toul, an ancient 
bishopric of Lorraine. The country was hilly and 
fertile, producing abundance of good and tolerably 
cheap wine. 

The following day I spent at Nancy, enjoying 
the beauties of this Bath of France, and capital of 
Lorraine. It is still a fine city, although dispos- 
sessed of its former privileges and honours. The 
buildings in general are noble ; the Hotel de Ville 
superb ; the Council House, in the new square, 
very fine ; and the regularity and cleanliness of the 
streets deserving of praise. The promenades are 
kept in good order, and every thing denotes that 
Nancy is a well-conducted and highly civilized city, 
I took the benefit of a warm bath in excellent style 
for one franc, and next morning departed, taking 
the road to Metz, and enjoyed one of those de- 
lightful walks which sddom fall to the lot even of 
a traveller, much less to those slaves of ease who 
get up but to go to rest, and live but to die. The 
road stretched along the beautiful banks of the 
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Meuse, winding through numerous yalleys, betwixt 
a succession of hills, whose summits assumed the 
form which sailors would term " table lands." I 
crossed the riyer by a well-built modem bridge^ 
just at the point where the Meuse falls into the 
Moselle. The fertility and industry of this part 
pf France are alike apparent ; each side of the river 
was a continuity of vineyard or orchard, the river 
winding round the forest-topped hills, branching 
out at intervals into several sti'eams, and then uni- 
ting in a sort of rapid. The numerous towns and 
villages, everywhere interspersed, exhibited their 
influence on the scene, pouring out to their health* 
ful occupations a thick papulation of ^robust and 
cheerful labourers. 

On the last day's march I fell in with one of 
Napoleon's soldiers, who had had the misfortune of 
being for two years and a half immured in a Rus- 
sian prison, if the wilds of Siberian Tartary possess 
any building which can merit such an appellation. 
He protested <' by his faith and respect for Napo- 
leon ;" and if I may judge from what I heard, I 
must suppose the expression spoke the sentiments 
of a large portion of the Bourbon subjects. His 
veracity was indeed questionable, declaring tliat he 
had been seven days without food, at Witepsk ; 
and that out of five hundred and thirty Frenchmen 
confined in the same prison with himself, but 
twenty-three remained alive to tell the dreadful 
tale. It took them, he said, eight monUis' travel- 
ling to reach their destination at Tobolsk. 

He was, however, a lively and even a service- 
able companion ; for, upon complaining of my feet 
becoming blistered, he communicated to me as a 
secret, a mode of cure which I have never found to 
laal. It is ^ply to rub t(ie feet, a| going to bed^- 
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with spirits mixed with tallow dropped from 4 
lighted candle into the palm of the hand. On the 
following morning no blisters will exist; the spirit 
seems to possess the healing power, the tallow 
serving only to keep the skin soft and pliant. The 
«o1es of the feet, the ankles, and insteps, should be 
rubbed well; and even where no blisters exist, 
the application may be usefully made as a preven- 
tive. Salt and water is a good substitute ; luid, 
while on this head^ I would recommend foot-tra- 
vellers never to wear right and left shoes ; it is 
bad economy, and indeed serves to cramp the feet ; 
' and such I felt to be the case as I arrived at Port- 
i->Marsan, a pretty town, with a good inn and a 
better market. Thence, over a variously cultivated 
country, I reached the outworks of Metz, situated 
at the confluence of the Moselle and Seille, two 
rivers which are nearly canied round the city by 
the aid of canals, &c. 

Metz is a place of great importance and strength^ 
and has frequently endured the horrors of a siege* 
It is the see of a bishop, whose cathedral, like that 
of Rouen, is secluded among the habitations of 
barbers, tailors, and cobblers ; like Rouen, too, it is 
but a dirty place. The dwellings of the Israelites 
are restricted to a particular part of the city ; I saw 
a few of them, with their long beards and black 
cloaks — a distinctive dress which they are compeU 
led to appear in. 

Next morning, with the sound of the bugle, and 
at the opening of the gates, I resumed my march, 
having previously sent my knapsack by the dili- 
gence to Frankfort. The day proved fine, which 
enabled me to reach Sarrebruck, five miles within 
the barrier of Germany. The scenery was wild 
and interesting^ Many cultivated spots smiled 
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througb the immense dark forests ; and even on the 
frontier line, the romantic view, combined with the 
thought of entering a strange country, xmknowing 
and unknown, and ignorant of its language, had 
nearly overpowered me, until the sight of a neat little 
public-house brought me back again to John Bull 
and his happy home. And although that part of 
l^e world may not bear a comparison with Eng- 
land, still the picture had many points of resem* 
blance. The country was highly cultivated, and 
inhabited in the manner of straggling farms ; and 
the country inn, with its tap, and red- faced landlord, 
cheering fire, plenty of good beer, tobacco, a smoky 
room, with boisterous guests, all in high dispute on 
politics, and keeping up Saturday night, were no 
bad emblems of England, and, as such, truly ac- 
ceptable to a cold, dispirited English traveller. 
' After a walk of forty miles, I supped with some 
itinerant Jews, upon a genuine German repast, viz. 
milk soup, fricasseed veal, pancakes, roast joint, 
with a sausage, called in London brawn. We had 
also our dessert, consisting of apples, pears, nuts, 
and good wine ; and with such fare and such com- 
pany, I was bound to feel happy. Previous to re- 
tiring, I could not. help remarking the difference in 
the education of a German and a Frenchman. The 
frontiers are the very best places to observe it ; ad- 
dress a German, however poor or vulgar his con- 
dition, upon any subject, and his answer will prove 
that he has been at least partially educated. Ac- 
cost a Frenchman in like manner, and yon will have 
for answer, ^' Monsieur, cela je ne puis pas vous 
dire/' with a shrug of the shoulders, which none 
but a Frenchman can render equally expressive or 
Tidiculous. Nor does the comparison stop here. 
The mannen of the people, their diet, the econo- 
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the indorsenient « my P«««P»^' K. I rSrumed 

to br«.g the ^-- S^Xr^-cuW"^^ 
my journey. Three lea^« ,^ ,^^1^ bjmI 

«mntry, 1 passed the '*'"«^* "^ "" n-„ proepcct, 
mutilated tower, and e»t««^ "P*^ J" L the fore' 

ordinary aefetence to my opmion ^f^*^??" „t 
Ike^e grow in fa.our -n^V^^ J^/.^^J 
destination was to Kavsers Lantern, o^r eg 
r^e. of dreary and uninterestmg ~^-.f "^. 
fell in considerable quantities, and e^«y *X!t^B 
sum^d the most dismal appearance, except ttot the 
co^es and smoke, peeping through the woods. 
deS Aat something 4e man was not dwtont. 
A "Sdsbnt I attended the Protestant church, m 
«Ue Tthe very noisy and bad singing, and the re- 
Xina of Rondsh in'dulgences, as keepuig; open 
Sops, phying at cards, &c. Resumed my journey 
ilcr^%leasantwetro«l. The comitry .wear- 
ing more ciltirated, although barren of population, 
indaced me to »k who tilled the lands ; I could 
only, howerer, conclude that a dass of peopte, «"- 
ed Labmdores in Spun, come here to earn, like tne 
Irish in our own country, a little money to enable 
them to go back to their homes. 

Kaisers Lantern is a considerable town, with 
seven thousand inhabitants. It is well bnilt, and 
flo clean «« to present jsomewbat of the appearance 
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ai an English market or borough town. Ita situa* 
tion is agreeable, surrounded by high and cultivated 
lands. It is said to belong to the King of Bavaria 
at present ; at least the public-house at which I' put 
up for the night belonged to his Majesty. May- 
ence, I believe, belongs to the DuJce of Hesse 
Cassel. Frankfort is a free city, and Prussia is 
within a stone's throw, so that, in fact, it was dif* 
ficnlt to know under whose colours I was wander- 
ing. So much for the acts of the great Vienna 
Congress, which have placed seven flags within the 
compass of two leagues. 

Bidding adieu, however, to Kaisers Lantern and 
politics, I passed the fertile and picturesque plain 
on which it stands, and, ascending a long and steep 
hill, entered on a close country, covered with thick 
and impenetrable forests ; dined at Kirchin Boland, 
and reached Alzey late in the evening. The inha'> 
bitants were not remarkable for civility ; for the 
landlord of the inn I first stopped at, actually turn- 
ed me out, because I was no more than a foot*trao 
Teller. I judged it better to pocket the affront ; 
and, having purchased a small loaf of bread, I push- 
ed on, fatigued^ cold, and mortified, till I reached 
tt cottage, whose adjoining barn furnished my 
night*s shelter, and I reposed with perfect content 
upon clean hay. Next morning I quitted my hum- 
ble dwelling, and, accompanied by innumerable 
carts, carriages, and Jews, proceeded towards 
Frankfort. I arrived at Mayence, stopping at the 
Imperial hotel, near the cathedral, and obtained my 
first view of that city, which holds so high a rank 
in Germany. The privileges formerly appertain- 
ing to it and its archbishop, are gone on the same 
errand as many others, in consequence of the recent 
anrangeipents of the Congress of Sovereigns. 
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The Rhine here assumes a magnificent appear«> 
ance, about the same width as the Thames at 
Westminster, and is crossed by a bridge ^ formed 
of fifty-two boats, six hundred and thirty paces in 
length. Passing through a small fortified place op* 
posite to the city, I pursued the road to Frankfort; 
and, after walking over an elevated and romantic 
country, (whose general scenery reminded me of 
the Sierras of Placentia, viewed from the high road 
between Badajos and Madrid, heightened as the 
comparison is by the striking similarity of the pro- 
ductions,) I was at length gratified with entering 
the free and independent city of Frankfort. 

The approach is very pleasing, amidst orchards, 
gardens, and vineyards ; and one of those small but 
beautiful towns, belonging to the opulent mer- 
chants, is contiguous to the. city. The houses ar^ 
all on an extensive scale ; the architecture is good, 
and the material generally free-stone. Another 
range of stately edifices, now converted into manu- 
factories, and buildings of every imaginable size and 
decoration, from the stately mansion to the com- 
fortable residence, down even to the neat cottage 
and the miserable cabin, all are here seen promis. 
cttously thrown together, and liberty seems to wav^ 
her triumphant banner over them. 

I put up at the Wine Bush, a stately hotel, of 
which a Mr Mohr was landlord, and whose bro« 
tber had kept a tavern in England for twenty-eight 
years ; which, in consequence of some information 
lodged against him at the Alien Office, he had been 
compelled to quit, with an English wife and six 
children, to seek an asylum in his brother's hotel. 

Frankfort, as a city, is too well known, and its 
fair too celebrated, to need description here. It 
was formerly a fortified place, but the walls hav^ 
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been entirely demolished, and indeed their ruins 
are the heat protection it can have. A young Li* 
▼onian haron^ whom I met at the ordinary, gave 
me lettofi of recommendation to the frontiers of 
Siberia, and I departed. 

The month of March brought with it much snow, 
and made my walk to Hanau a dreary one. Next 
day, passing over a low, flat, and uninteresting 
eonntry, I reached Schlueten. The road was in a 
dreadful state, and my feet equally so. I took 
temporary refuge in a small inn, whence I was soon 
driven by the rudeness of a sot. This fellow had 
even the audacity to follow me to another ; but 
here his character was well knawn, and the oppor- 
tune appearance of his wife, and her very free and 
dexterous use of a good cudgel, together with the 
remonstrances of the landlord, for a time rid me of 
liis impertinence. Finding, however, a strong back- 
er in his faithful dog, who would not permit any 
interference between man and wife, he again seat- 
ed himself) and I set out once more in quest of a 
night's quarters. 

Fuld, a beautiful little city, with a handsome ca- 
thedral, some colleges, two squares, many fine pub* 
lie and private buUdings, and well-regulated pro- 
menades, was, after Nancy, the pleasantest place I 
had seen on my journey. I arrived very late, and 
much fiitigued, having been induced to go so far 
by my companions, a wandering tailor, a regenera«> 
tor of kettles, and an Italian cage-maker. Our 
community of fare enabled me to reduce my ex- 
penses one half, a measure not wholly unnecessary 
from the state of my purse. A miserable bam 
was our only shelter, which, it may be supposed^ 
I quitted as soon as possible for Berka, ascending 
a tte^ hilly knee-deep in snow. The task was 

b2 
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difiiGnlt) not did I arrive till noon. The view fronl 
the top of the hills which oyerhang Berka^ was ex* 
tensive but desolate ; hill, dale, and valley covered 
with snow, and nothing hut the steeples of churches 
and the smoking chimneys to relieve the scene, till, 
Jate in the evening, I reached Saze Gotha. It ap- 
peared a handsome city, with many-fine edifices. ; 

Erfurth, where I arrived at noon next day, lies 
in a deep valley, and is well fortified. The coun«> 
try round it is tolerably cultivated, and better peo* 
pled. It is remarkable as the place where the al* 
lied sovereigns met upon a raft to adjust measures 
for their relative aggrandizements. Here I aaw^ 
for the first time, bad black bread ; and here, also, 
a sight that richly compensated the other, viz. the 
first ray of the sun since I had left Paris. At 
Weimar I first met with sledges. Hence, in diso* 
bedience to the injunctions of the police at Eriurtht 
to wait upon the Russian minister plenipotentiary^ 
I set forward to Naumburg. The road was as 
wretched as the scenery delightful ; lying through 
fertile valleys, studded with villages in all the var 
rieties of picturesque situation ; the dark lofty oaks, 
ehadowing the pure surface of the snow, contrast* 
ing with the beauty of the close green fir. I could 
gain no reception into any house at Naumburg, but 
that of a poor shoemaker, which I did at the price 
of a glass^of schnaps ; for a second glass he mend* 
ed my shoes and gaiters, and provided me with a 
truss of straw, on which I slept soundly. 

Next day, accompanied by a Jew, I reached 
Leipsic, passing through Lutzen. The misery and 
barrenness of the scene fairly vie with the celebrity 
of its name. Four trees were pointed out to me 
as the spot at which the Ex-Emperor commenced 
his flight. Lutcen formeriy belonged to Saxony^ 
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htit is now attached to Pi^ussia ; a sad change for 
the poor inhabitants^ who complain bitterly of the 
exactions enforced by their new master. Nothing 
in the scene of Lutzen denotes the proximity of so 
celebrated a capital and court as Leipsic ; which^ 
in my judgment, will bear no comparison with 
Frankfort, except in size. I walked round this city 
the following day ; but as I have nothing good to say 
of it, I will at least abstain from depreciating it. 

Travelling over a low country, and by a bad road, 
I reached the large, dirty, and scattered town of 
Dneben, the first in Prussia Proper, and standing 
on the banks of the Salle. My reception was un- 
civil, if not inhuman. My passport demanded, my- 
self interrogated by a set of whiskered ruffians, 
obliged to move from one guard to another, the ob- 
ject of sarcasm and official tyranny, I wanted no 
inducement, fatigued as I was, to proceed on my 
journey ; but even this was not permitted me. A 
large public room, full of military rubbish, and two 
long benches, serving as chairs to an equally long 
table, were the place and furniture allotted me. I 
asked the landlord for supper ; he laughed at me 4 
land, to my demand of a bed, grioningly pointed to 
the floor, and refused me even a portion of the 
atraw which had been brought in for the soldiers. 
Of all the demons that have ever existed or been 
imagined in human shape, I thought the landlord 
of the inn the blackest. The figure of Gil Perez 
occurred to me, but it sunk in the comparison with 
the wretch then before me, for ill-nature and per- 
sonal hideousness. His face half covered with a 
black beard and large bristly whiskers ; his stature 
below the common ; his head sunk between the 
nhoulders, to make room for the protuberance of his 
back ; his eyes buried in the ragged locks of his 
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lank grisly hair; — add to this a club-foot, and a 
voice which, on every attempt of speech, was like 
the shrieking of a screech-owl, and you have seme 
ftunt idea of this mockery of a man. For some 
time he strutted about, wrapped up with furs, 
which ill concealed the ragged testimonials of his 
wretched poverty, and taking immense quantities 
of snuff. The oaf at length deliberately opened a 
lai^e box, and placing in it a pillow and some 
straw, wrapped a blanket round him, and commit- 
ted his person to this rude but novel species of beJ, 
shutting the lid halfway down with a piece of wood 
apparently kept for that purpose. I confess my 
indignation was so strongly excited, that, had ms- 
terials been at hand, I had the strongest indinatioti 
to nail the monster down in his den. My feelings 
resolved into a determination to run all risks foe 
an escape ; and accordingly, getting out at the win- 
dow in the middle of the night, I took the road to 
Wittenberg, where I arrived at eight o'clock in the 
morning, after travelling over fifteen miles of sandy 
common, having previously crossed the Elbe by a 
large wooden bridge. The river is formidable, and 
the city fortified; Every step of the latter part ctf 
this journey stamps on my mind the recollection of 
the mild character of the Sax6n, compared with 
that of the ruffian Prussian. From Wittenberg to 
Treuenbrizen is a good road, but a few villages and 
a forest of firs constitute all that is viable, except 
a large dirty market-town, which, however, proi. 
▼ided me with clean straw, and, consequently, with 
a good bed. 

Being now arrived in the land of turnpikes, 
where good roads and post-houses never fail, I 
•tarted for Potsdam, distant thirty miles, and ar« 
rived in the early part of the evening. A flat 
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eofuitryy sterile and almost deserted, save by the 
Bandy pine, presents little to denote the approach 
to thia royal retreat. With infinite difficalty I ob- 
tained admittance to a house, content to purchase 
black bread for my supper, and the use of a bench 
for my bed. Of Potsdam I- can only say, that the 
appearance is handsome^ the royal edifices exten- 
sile, and many private ones magnificent ; but so 
great an air of melancholy pervades the place, that 
it seems a fitter residence for the dead than the li* 
▼ing ; — I had the less regret at bidding it adieu. 

A fine avenue of trees and a good road con- 
ducted me to Berlin ; nor could the fertile imagi- 
nation of a Humboldt discover aught else to denote 
the approach to the capital of his own country, 
for myself, I perambulated the streets nearly the. 
whole of the night in search of a lodging, and was 
at last compelled to sleep on a bench in the Pro- 
menade. Next morning I waited upon his Ex- 
cellency Mr Rose,- the British Minister, whom I 
found fully aware of the character of Berlin and 
its inhabitants. He was so good as to send one 
of his coachmen with me, and through so powerful 
an interference, I did at length get a comfortable 
unfurmahed room in the capital of Prussia, It 
should, however, be observed, that the minister 
had offered me a room in his hotel, which my own 
independent plan, joined to a fear of incommoding 
bis excellency, induced me to decline. 

During my stay in Berlin, I had the honour of 
an invitation to a grand dinner given to the mi- 
nister of Prussia and the foreign ambassadors, at 
which princes, counts, and dignitaries, down even 
to the pedestrian traveller, were present. The 
dinner and wines were considered the best and 
choicest ; but I would have preferred a plain joint 
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and vegetables, to all their unmeaning nothings of 
made dishes, puffed cakes, &c. His excellency 
asked me why I did not eat ; I replied^ I had seen 
nothing to partake of, at least nothing to satisfy a 
hungry traveller. His excellency pardoned my 
honest boldness, and sent down a cold roast turkey 
and ham. Of these I had no difficulty in making 
a good dinner, and felt sensibly his excellency's 
kind consideration. His excellency the Russian 
ambassador had the goodness to present me with 
blank passports for whatever route I might pre# 
fer ; an attention on his part, becoming the repre- 
sentative of his illustrious master. The young 
prince Labanoff was also of the party, whom I 
gratefully particularize as the kind facilitator of my 
journey to St Petersburg. 

Berlin is seated on the Spree, which runs through 
various angles of the city. Many parts of it are 
handsomely built, especially what may be termed 
the court end ; but every building, from the palace 
to the meanest hut, is built of brick, plastered 
over. In short, Berlin is all show— a forced place, 
having little commerce, and less content ; no^ smi* 
ling faces-^no mediocrity, that happiest of all con« 
ditions. Berlin contains nothing but the roost 
hardened military despots, and is, in short, a mere 
court, though it contains two hundred thousand 
inhabitants. I saw no modes of gaining a liveli- 
hood, or even of passing time honestly. Billiards, 
cards, and dice, succeed to the spectacle of the pa- 
rade, and the streets present nothing but sentinek 
on guard. 

Though a pedestrian, I was the first bearer of 
the information of the Duke de Berri's death, a fall 
month's post being due at Berlin, owing to the im* 
mense quantity of snow. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Angennunde— Stettin .^- Corben — Cosben .» Rommi^Za« 
now — Schla ws— LauenbuTg — Neustadt — Dantzic — Ko* 

^ nigsberg — Curisch Haff — Memel — Prolangen — Mittau 
.~-Riga — Dorpat— Narva.— Yamberg .— Kipene — St Pe- 
tersburg. 

Th£ road frokn Berlin to Stettin is over a bleak 
and uncultivated country, where neitlier v^ood nor 
water, and but few people, are to be met Ttdth. The 
first night I put up at an old town called Bernau, 
which threatens every day to fall on the heads (k 
its inhabitants. Next day I reached Angermunde^ 
having previously passed through Neustadt; wherd 
I had the comfort of dining tipon pork, pease-pud- 
ding, and good beer. On the road are many smalt 
Tillages, inhabited by wood-cutters, which afford- 
ed strong proof of the high state of perfection to 
which the training of dogs may be brought, each 
of these animals drawing a considerable load of 
billet-wood. 

In Angermunde, which is a considerable tdwn, 
with a large inn, I found no improvement in the 
I^nissian character. I had stopped in the forenooii 
for refreshment at a little public-house, where a 
carriage had previously halted ; and) entering the 
tap, demanded some beer, bread, and cheese. The 
owner of the carriage was partaking of the same 
%e^i»>good white bread and a bottle of ale. While 

•j7- 
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I was enjoyingy in hope, my companionship in 
these delicacies, the landlord set down before me 
certainly the worst bread and diitiest beer I had 
ever seen. On my requesting to be placed on the 
same footings he simply replied that those already 
before me were far too good, and that if 1 did not 
eat them I might go without ; and, suiting the 
word to the sentiment, he immediately carried 
them away. Nor could any thing induce the brute 
either to return these or sell me better, until my 
considerate fellow-traveller called, as for himself, 
for a fresh loaf and a bottle of ale, and, presenting 
them to me, expressed his regret that I should 
have been so insulted in the necessitous condition 
in which I appeared. I accepted his kind offer, 
and then discovered that he was not a Prussian but 
a Pole. 

I departed with the intention of reaching Stettin 
that night. The road was lined with horse-patrol, 
ostensibly to prevent smuggling ; but, in reality^i 
to examine travellers and their papers. At five 
in the evening I came in sight of the 4>cean, and, 
in the midst' of much fatigue, felt refreshed by the 
reflection that I was nearing a seaport I passed 
the drawbridge at half past eight, just in time to 
prevent being locked out— a circumstance of near 
concernment to me, after forty miles of heavy and 
dreary walking. 

Stettin played me the same trick as Berlin. I 
in vain demanded a night*8 lodging at three differ* 
ent houses, though I had previously ordered and 
eaten of as many suppers for that express induce- 
ment. I then retreated to the wharf, cold and 
snowy as it. was, when chance threw me in the 
way of a brother tar ; with generous humanity be 
roused me from the ground, on which I was lying, 

6 
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nor did be leltve me until, at past midnight, he had 
succeeded in inducing the landlord of the Co}>en>- 
faagen Inn to receive me, <m condition that mj 
paftsport Bhonld be depo9ited in his hands as » 
security. A bed was provided me, and I soob 
drowned in sleep the memory of the country I-wns 
in, and the cares and fatigues I had undergone in 
reaching it. 

Next morning I arose refreshed, and, in com«- 

1)&ny of an honest Swede, waited upon his Excel* 
ency Mr Lutzen, the British consul, to whom I 
presented a recommendatory note from Mr Rose^ 
who had given that very Mr L. his situati<Hi. The 
reception I met with was barely decent at the time, 
and, on -the following day, an invitation was trans- 
mitted to " the English gentleman," to dine at his 
country seat. I confess I could not but regret 
that no Englishman should be found better quali<- 
£ed to do justice to my countrymen. 

Stettin, on the left bank of the Oder, is a strong 
and commanding position. Many opulent and re> 
spectable merclmnts reside in it, who carry on an 
advantageous trade during the ea^ly part of th6 
summer. No vessel of considerable burden caa 
reach the city ; they are loaded thirty miles to the 
northward, at a place called Swinnerman, between 
which and Stettin is a large lake, at this season an 
entire sheet <)f ice. The town is said to contain 
twenty-tWo thousand inhabitants. It is the resi*- 
dence, or rather the lunatic asylum, of the dow* 
ager Princess, mother of the late Duchess of York, 
Her Highness is well treated, having also the use 
of a country residence. 

Having refused Mr Lutssen's hospitality, I took 
the ro^d to Dantzic, over pasture land, and reach- 
ed Golnow, a large scattered town with a good 
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inn and civil landlord. A fair had been held 'for 
the last three days, and much bustle still prevailed ; 
after a comfortable refreshment I set forward, and 
reached Newgard and Pinnow the following day, 
amid snow, wind, and rain. Corben and Cosbeu, 
two miserable places, in a swampy situation, next 
brought me up, having several times missed my 
road, and sometimes with but little hope of re* 
covering it. One of thelse instances occurred in 
«n attempt to cross a frozen lake. Fortunately 
the water was not so deep as to prevent my reach- 
ing the opposite shore. I then determined to steer 
one coarse till I made a land fall, which I was 
enabled to do by keeping right before the wind. 
It was now three o'clock, when a person whom I 
met informed me I had come but sixteen miles in- 
stead of thirty ; — took a fresh departure, with good 
flidvice, and at last did well. Thus much for quit- 
ting the high road to make a short cut, which a 
pedestrian should never do, except imder a cer- 
tainty of being right. 

A post-house called Romini, with a good civ^ 
landlord, better wife, and seven well-behaved child* 
ren, made me welcome, dried my clothes, and gave 
«ne a glass of schnaps to keep me waim, while a 
good supper of beef and potatoes was preparing 
for me. Cold, wet, weary, and hijilf. famished, I 
had entered the benevolent post-house; but one 
short hour restored me to life and good humour, 
and ultimately to the enjoyment of a clean bed, 
made on the spot for my accommodation, by fill* 
ing a tick with hay, and sewing it up again. 
Happy, contented, though impoverished family, 
would to Heaven that benevolence like yours had 
more numerous followers among mankind I The 
whole property of this family could not have been 
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wbrth ten ponnds. I had arrived in a most mi«s 
serable plight, the heavy and frequent rains having 
dilapidated my apparel, which, even in good wea- 
ther, was not calculated to last long. My cap I 
had lost in the icy swamp, and, in default, my head 
was bound up with a piece of red flannel, ^y 
trowsers were literally torn to tatters ; my shoes 
tied to my feet, to prevent their falling off; my 
shirt, except a flannel one, and waistcoat, both su-* 
perseded by my outer jacket. All I had retained 
was sound health and a contented mind, and I 
wanted no more; for this generous family had» 
during the night, put my entire wardrobe to rights ; 
and I departed the following morning with sound 
clothing, and reflections of heartfelt gratitude to 
have met with the beneficial exercise of such qua^ 
lities, in a quarter of the world where I had so 
little reason to expect them. 

Over an execrable road, sandy heath, and in 
cheerless wintry weather, I resumed my route, and 
reached Zanow, on the banks of the little river 
Coslinl Here again I found a lodging in a cobbler's 
atall — ^it could scarcely be termed a room, being 
about nine feet square. An old bedstead and straw 
mattress served for him and his grandson in one 
comer ; in the second was a fire place, but no fire; 
in the third, a cupboard with an empty glass and 
two or three broken plates ; and, in the fourth, a 
board for his journeymen to work upon when he 
hBB business to employ them, which now served 
for my bed-place. In this state I passed the night, 
charmed with the contentment of old Crispin, whose 
whole happiness seemed wrapped up in the future 
welfare of his grandson. I was provided with some 
straw and a horse rug, which, however they might 
assimilate me to the inhabitants of a stable, were 
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ttnly acceptable ; for the night was cold, and the 
windows, which transmitted the light only through 
oiled paper, could not prevent the sensible intru- 
sion of the cold air. 

> Next morning, in spite of the obstacle of a sprain* 
ed ankle, I pushed on towards Schlaws, where I 
wflis taken before the magistrates, to answer the of-* 
fence of smoking in the streets. My ignorance of 
the law, and my rery palpable poverty, alone saved 
me from a fine. In the evening I reached Skolpe, 
over thirty-five miles of bad road. The police sup- 
plied me with quarters at the guard-house ; a cir- 
cumstance rendered almost necessary to me, from 
the unaccountable, but manifest ill-will of the wo* 
men towards me. The ill-fated Ledyard, had he 
been situated as I have often been, would have al- 
lowed exceptions to his beautiful encomium upon 
the benevolence of the fair sex. But Ledyard*s 
fortune in thii^ respect was better, and he was jus- 
tified, by his own experience, in espousing the 
cause of the whole sex. 

At the guard-house I entertained the people^with 
the history of my travels, past, present^ and to 
come, and so greatly were they interested by the 
recital, that they actually strove to lay me under a 
promise of not going beyond St Petersburg. They 
ni^ed upon me their own habits and feelings so 
strongly indicative of contentment, and even pro- 
posed to me to take a farm among them ; but, from 
many reasons, I felt little disposed to adopt the 
suggestion. 

Lauenburg next day became my halting-place, 
after twenty-seven miles' march ; the country be- 
coming better cultivated and more peopled than 
of late» I endured much from the bad condition 
ef my shoes, which the variations of weather made 
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alternately like sponge and horn. I repaired the 
mischief as well as possible with spirits and tallow, 
the only resource I had, for my finances were no( 
in a condition to allow me a new pair. I reached 
Neustadt (eighteen miles,) almost sinking under 
pain and fatigue. From hence the country assumes 
a very picturesque appearance ; it bears, hQwever, 
a desperately bad name, from the bands of robbers 
that infest it. For myself, I was so far from ap- 
prehension on this point, that I laid my account 
with having -my necessities mitigated by their 
means. The people, however, were civil and obr 
Jiging. 

I now started for Dantzic, distant about thirty- 
three miles ; at about the tenth I was overtaken 
by the post-coach, and bargained for a conveyance 
for three francs. This wretched vehicle, which 
does not merit the name even of a waggon, pro- 
fesses to accommodate nine passengers. It has 
three benches — ^the two back ones looking toward 
the front, the centre bench without a back ; be? 
yond the hindermost seat is the depository of the 
baggage, amounting to about one*third of the 
whole machine. It goes upon four wheels, each 
moving on a strong axle-tree, and is without any 
sort of spring whatever. The tout ensemble is prof 
Jbably more like a show-cart than any thing eke. 

Of its mortal contents, two were well-dressed 
young men, connected with the commerce of Dant- 
iEic ; a young nobleman about to join his regiment, 
to perform his regulated quota of a year's service ; 
two dashing females, setting their caps at the two 
merchants--^ these were bound to Dantzic or 
Konigsbei^, to open the season as the ice breaks 
up and ships arrive, then to return to Berlin, un- 
der the auspices of Madame B.); a sergeant of th^ 
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royal guard, baving the charge of a priest^ eilKiBr 
banished or tinder arrest, for what o£fence I could 
not learn ; they both appeared decent^ well-behaved 
men. The eighth was a yoang Saxon Jew, from 
Leipsic, bound to Riga and St Petersburg. His 
person was rendered remarkable by his long white 
soft flaxen hair, «ad white eyelashes and eyebrows* 
He seemed about twenty, not deficient in common 
sense, although the company were niuch inclined 
to make him thehr butt. In this yehicle and thia 
society I reached Dantzic, to my no small satiff- 
iaction ; for surely no pretence of a conveyance 
ever yet put forth by man, can be compared witk 
« Prussian post-coach. Just fifteen hours were 
consumed in going thirty-two miles. 

The following morning I paid my respects to 
Mr Gibson, the British consul, who received me 
with his well-known cordiality and friendship. I 
dined with him ; the intervening time being em* 
ployed in walking about the city as much as the 
afflicted state of my feet would allow. 

Dantzic is so well-known a place that I shall not 
enter on any description of it here* It was former- • 
ly ar free city. Its immense fortifications, which 
require an army of thirty thousand men to defend 
them, and the numerous sieges it has undergone, 
have given it a high and deserved reputation. Its 
present population is forty-five thousand, all now 
in allegiance to the King of Prussia. 

Though several inducements were held out to 
me to remain here, I stayed only long enough to 
Tiew a painting in the Exchange, which is de6er«> 
ying of notice^ and another, with a fine piece of 
sculpture, in the Cathedral. In thefirst, a boat is 
represented in the act of crossing the river Styx 5 
and several persons, at that time residents of Dant^ 
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inC) are pourtrayed as the passengers, the bQrg<>- 
master and his daughter being particulariy conspb- 
enoiis. The story, however, says, that the natu^ 
ral anger of the parties thus libelled was appeased 
by the painter s consenting to add his own portrait 
to those already iii the boat. The picture was then 
hung up in the Exchange ; but the crafty artist 
contriving to gain admittance during the night, add- 
ed to the figures that of an angel with a boat-hook 
stopping the boat, presumably in consequence of 
the painter's being in it. The burgomaster could 
not disguise his vexation, though the offence was 
thus neutralized ; but the picture was suffered to 
remain. 

The other painting, for which the Emperor Alex- 
ander is said to have offered twenty-five thousand 
guineas (query, roubles?) is a representation of the 
Liast Day. It is said to be one of the most an- 
cient, as well as finest specimens extant, and is the 
property of the city, who cannot alienate it The 
sculpture, by Michael Angelo, of 4he Crucifixion:, 
is said to have been done from the observations of 
real suffering, the artist having crucified and stab*> 
bed a boy expressly for that purpose. 

With a strong pair of English shoes, the present 
of my friend, Mr Marshal, I departed, passing the 
range of fortified hills on the right, and the port of 
'Dantzic with its shipping on the left. I now en- 
tered a well-cultivated country, passed the neat lit*- 
tle town of Dnishaw, crossing the Vistula by a well- 
managed ferry. Thence to Marienberg, so cele- 
brated for its castle, which I had no opportunity of 
eeeing, as it was <at that time undergoing repair. 
The following day I reached Elbing, over twenty 
miles, of low, cultivated country. It appeared a 
pretty town, having a good export trade by ve»« 
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fiels, whicb, though at fifty miles* distanee, from the 
«ea, come up even to the city walls^ The third 
day I reached Konigsherg (thirty-fiv& miles), ex- 
tremely tired. Although a walled^ it is not a forti- 
£ed city; but contains sixty thousand inhabitants, 
and is certainly the second city in Prussia^ The 
trade is considerable, though checked by the shal*- 
lowness of the navigation, which obliges vessels of 
burden to load and unload their cargoes at Pillau. 
The privileges granted it by the present sovereign 
bave, however, in some considerable degree, light- 
ened the inconvenience. 

My journey to Memel was over a cultivated 
country, until I got to the Curisch Haff, which I 
reached with some difficulty, having several times 
lost my way, and generally by misdirections. Af- 
ter a direct progress of only ten miles, an old wo- 
man (now, Ledyard, thou art right I) took pity 
upon me,, and I passed the night comfortably un- 
der her roof. A good hot supper, with a drop of my 
landlady's cordial^ so exhilarated me as to induce 
me to join a group of dancers, who were thus 
commemorating Good Friday, as well as celebra^ 
ting a marriage, which had taken place that day 
lietween a younff fisherman and the << maid of the 
inn." I had the honour of waltzing with the bride» 
a fine buxom girl of nineteen. 

I hesitated a little, next morning, upon the ad- 
vice of an old sailor, to stop at the village till the 
Haff broke up, when I might get a passage to 
Memel by water, free. The old tar had offered to 
£nd me in provisions for the consideration of my 
assistance, in the meantime, in hauling the net. 
Perhaps, under circumstances, I might have ac- 
ceded, if I could have relied on the security ; but 
fearing this, I resolved to attempt the crossing of 
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the HiEifF towards Krantz. I was, however, at the 
risk of my life, compelled to return, and only late 
at night reached a lai'ge fishing-yillage^ called 
Jackaw. From thence, next day, along a sandy 
beach, with a sun which, even in this season and 
climate, enabled me to light my pipe by my spec- 
tacles, I got to a neat post-house at Nidden, situated 
in the midst of sand-hills. 

A young recruit bound to Memel had been my 
companion the previous day. In the evening a few 
fishermen also going to Memel, offered us a pas- 
sage in tlieir boat ; my companion consented on the 
instant, and, late and cold as it was, we embarked. 
The wind was fair, and we had but thirty-five miles 
to go. The crew consisted of two men and a wo- 
man, all three of whom laboured at the oar until 
midnight^ when, having passed the village of Swat* 
sash, the boat encountered the ice, at a narrow part 
of the Hsff, and, in the severity of the frost and 
the extreme darkness, we became completely block* 
ed up. In this exigency, to give more room, the 
young recruit and I were obliged to quit. He, poor 
fellow I had been enjoying a sound sleep^ wrapped 
up in great-coats ; to him^ therefore, this reverse 
seemed severer than to me. For myself, I felt 
aware of the impropriety of resuming tlie journey 
at that hour, hungry and fatigued as we were. But 
what was to be done ? Return I would not, al- 
though a village was within two miles of us ; yet 
to proceed was impossible, from our ignorance of 
the way, and the darkness of the night. We were 
also quite destitute of broad, tobacco,- or schnaps, 
and my knapsack was in charge of the young 
Saxon, who had agre^ to take it to Memel for 
me. I felt as if completely undone« Putting, how- 
ever, a good face upon it, I took off my shoesy hat^ 
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iind jacket ; and taking a spare flannel waistcoat 
and drawers, whidi I had fortanately retained in 
a bundle, with. a dry pair of worsted stockings, 
with this I made myself a bed, putting my feet 
into my hat, and pointing them towards the wind, 
and my shoes under my head for a pillow ; then 
lying down and drawing my jacket over my shoul- 
ders, I slept very soundly ; although, upon awaking 
next morning, I was both wet and stiff, yet after 
taking some strong exercise backwards and for- 
wards, I recovered the use of my limbs and my 
health. 

The recruit had not slept at all, but lay bemoan- 
ing his hard fate, which, indeed, was sufficiently 
severe ; his tight pantaloons, military boots, and 
tighter coat, exposing him much more than myself 
to the inclemency of the weather. As he was too 
obstinate to take my advice, or follow my example^ 
all I could do was to pity him, and rouse him to 
take some violent exercise. This in some degree 
recovered him, and we moved on towards M emel^ 
crossing the isthmus, and following the northern 
path. By seven in the morning we reached a ta« 
Tern on the summit of a hill, which overlooks the 
city, and here I was obliged to leave him, in a state 
of fever. Upon my gaining the beach, it appeared 
dout>tful whether the ferry-boat could attempt the ^ 
passage or not, there being a heavy gale, and the 
ice driving with great velocity ; I, however, perse- 
vered, and was safely landed in M emel, in time to 
partake of a good dinner at the Sun Inn. 

Memel is a highly respectable, convenient, com<* 
mercial town. The harbour is small and secure. 
A good theatre, large church, public hospital, and 
a palace, are its principal buildings. Its trade 
would be n^uch more considerable, were it not for 
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the tuonopolies and privileges granted td its rival 
Konigsberg. Its exports and imports (the same 
commodities as in other Prussian towns) are most* 
ly in the hands of Polish Jews, the merchants ha- 
ving little cordiality with each other. The contra* 
band trade with Russia was formerly considerable, 
but heavy losses and heavier punishments seem to 
have subdued this spirit of speculation. I received 
great marks of kindness from its inhabitants, who 
even expostulated with me on my seemingly un- 
happy mode of life. If happiness, however, be the 
one- pursuit in this world, it may admit of question 
whether a traveller does not attain a greater por- 
tion of it than most others; certainly more than 
those who languish on the lap of ease, and who, in 
one shape or other, feel the tortures of anxiety, 
though surrounded by all the luxuries which af- 
fluence can procure. 

The Saxon having arrived with my knapsack, I 
departed, in company with a real friend, in the per- 
son of Mr Robson, who kindly gave me a seat in 
his carriage, as far as our road lay together. At 
thirteen versts we reached the frontier, at a small 
Russian town called Polangen. A police office, 
guard- house, and custom-house are established here. 
Our passports were backed for a silver rouble, and 
the same sum saved our baggage from a rude and 
useless search. The manifest advantage to the 
traveller. in the regulations on the frontier, no less 
than the presence of Cossacks, served to remind me 
that I had entered the Russian empire. 

The road to Liebau is generally through a sandy 
forest of pines, the trees of which were torn up by 
the roots, or bent double, by the effects of late 
gales, rendering the road difficult to pass. From 
Liebau we continued our route with post-horses. 
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faaomessed in a teelega, a vehicle peculiar to Rua* 
aia> and which certsdnly may remain so, being coar 
stmcted on a model from which no other nation 
would desire to copy. It is sufficiently easy of 
description, bein^, in short, just the shape of a ba^ 
ker*8 trough, with open railings for the sides. It 
is long enough to lounge or even lie down in, and 
filled, as it is generally, with hay, is really no very 
unpleasant vehicle : the absence of springs being 
in some measure counterbalanced by the breadth 
of the axletrees and the smallness of the wheels ; 
which, while it lessens the chance of overturning, 
renders the danger, in such an evdnt, lass immi* 
nent. Our route to Mittan was performed agree* 
ably, and my friend did the honours as became one 
in his situation in life. The scenery was not de* 
void of interest, the country being well cultivated 
and tolerably wooded, though stragglingly inhabit* 
ed. 

Mittau, the ancient capital of Courland, has not 
much appearance of a city, though it seems to have 
been well built. The royal, or rather imperial, pa* 
laces, are extensive ranges of building converted 
to one use, all still in an unfinished state. We 
wer^ detained some time by the ice in the river A% 
and nothing but an extra rouble could have passed 
us across. We had then to walk three miles to 
reach the post-house; here my friend, whose 
weight did not admit of his moving with the same 
velocity or ease as myself, was knocked up, and 
we halted for the nighl^ receiving every civility and 
attention. 

The banks of the Dwina and the city of Riga 
hove in sight the next day, and we readied the lat^ 
ter at noon. The history and description of this 
^cient city are well known. The empercN* ap* 



pears nneh attached to it$ and kas hoai6ared the 
British consul, a geatlea^aa iufd AMrehant, esteem** 
^ and respected hy «M dasses, with particiik^ 
fiisrks of his oonsideratioti ; baling even conde* 
soended to accdpt apartments in his beantifbl man^ 
siom During the late invasion by Napoleon, the 
suburbs were burnt by order of the governor, oH 
what authority I know not ; but he preferred sui<- 
eide to the survival of his honour^ or the result of 
a court-martial. New edifices are now erecting ou 
the site of the old suburbs^ l^hich bid fair to be* 
come the most beautiful part of the city. A 
magnificent view of the chy^ With the «nrround- 
ing country hi^ly cultivated^ i» commanded front 
the top of the Livonian steeple, three hundred 
feet high* Quitting Riga, still in company with 
Mr Robson, I continued in the same ^asy car*- 
riage^ and over the same execrable sandy road^ 
to Woolmar | the country thinly peopled and 
kaa cmldvated* Here, to nkj elstteme regret, and 
with a deep impression of his kindness, my fVieUd 
and I parted^ our routes lying at right angles. I 
Was BOW, for the finftt time, alone vA Russia, and m]^ 
reflections on the circumstance were rather of a 
Bselancholy cast* At Stackeln I overtook the Si 
Feteiuburg waggon, bat its pace was toO slow td 
idduce my joining company t otherwise I would 
gladly have availed myself of it both for guidance 
and protection. I therefore pushed on, and soo^, 
reached the consklerrable village of Gulben; and 
n^xt day, at Udia, I first trode Russian snow, pro* 
ving that I had travelled faster than the seasons*, 
IB, tbotigh winf et had passed me in the middle, I 
fonnd it still Ihigdrifig in the northern boundary of 
fivrops. 
. Tbo inhaMtaOils latherto irp))eared etvi)> and less 
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phlegmatiG than the Germans; althoQg;h'an excep<* 
tion to this character had the knavery to make otf 
with a pipe, a pound of tobacco, and the pair of 
shoes which I had received from Mr Marshall. 
Such things obce lost, there is but little hope of 
their recovery ; I therefore made no complaint* 
Reached Dorpat considerably- fatigued, having 
walked forty miles from Teylitz. Upon my arri* 
Tal it began to. rain hard. I procured with diffi- 
culty a lodging in the entrance of a tallow-chand^ 
ler's shop ; at least such I judged it from the nature 
of its effluvia. 

Dorpat is a beautiful little city, with an univer* 
sity ; and bids fair^ for its regularity and cleanli- 
ness, to vie with Nancy in France. It stands upon 
the right bank of the Ember. Handsome edifices, 
with an imperial palace ; wide, clean, and regular 
streets ; a beautiful stone bridge, in a picturesque 
and fertile country, with its local situation between 
two lakes, bespeak its important rank, independ* 
ently of its antiquity. 

On the following day I reached Nennal. I ob<» 
served on my route none but ugly women, and 
long-bearded men ; a sterile country, and yet to 
me a costly one, for I was obliged to pay a silver 
rouble for a coffee-breakfast, a charge I shall take 
^are never to incur again, as not suiting the state 
of my finances. In spite of the approa^^ of spring, 
the weather seemed to increase in coldness^ and 
some snow fell; but my anxiety induced me to push 
for Narva, where I arrived in time to breakfast ; 
the road relieved only with imperial post-houses. 

Narva, a considerable town, and the first in tlm 
government of St Petersburg, possesses massive 
remains of an ancient fortress, built by Ivan Vas* 
ailich the C^rreat, overhanging the perpendicular 
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banks of the Narovsu It carries too much of a 
military air for me to particularize; 

When on the point of resuming my jonrney, I 
was accosted by a black gentleman, who, a? he in^* 
formed me, wieus a resident and retired merchant of 
St Petersburg. Understanding that I was a fo* 
reigner^ he entered into many inquiries with me» 
of my rank,- country, the object of my travels, and 
my reason for pursuing them on foot. To these 
questions I replied; and to the last simply ob^ 
served, that I was in the habit of travelling on foot, 
and that indeed I could not afford to see the world 
in any more convenient manner. He expressed his 
regret that a man of my merit had not been better 
rewarded by fortune, and his satisfaction, at the 
«ame time, that he had it in his power to ofifer me 
a lift, even to the capital of Russia, having two 
carriages empty ; and though he was prevented by 
an affair of importance from resuming the journe;^ 
that day, I accepted the offer, and i^reed to wait 
tiis pleasure, rejoiced at the opportunity afforded 
me of entering the imperial capital in style, with 
less expense and still less fatigue. In the mean* 
time we eat and drank freely at his chaise ; and, 
not to appear backward, I ordered for myself the 
luxury of a proper bedroom, where I slept well. ' 

I learnt next morning that the important busi^ 
ness which had detained my friend, was neither 
more nor less than an intrigue with a rosy-cheek- 
ed chambermaid. This being dispatched, we de^ 
parted ; he in the first and I in the second car* 
riage, each drawn by four horses. I had a spe-^ 
cific charge from him to use no ceremony in abu«> 
sing the coachman, if he should slacken in his 
driving. I soon forgot this admonition in a dound 
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sleep, fd^ wbichy by the by, I afterwards got a 8e« 
rere reprimand. 

We passed throvgh Yamberg^ aa imperial resi- 
dence in a ruinous state ; when the Gulf of Fiai* 
landy opemng to our Tiew, presented to us an im-* 
mense mass of ice, stndded with little snowy hilr 
locks, biit without a single yessel oyer its whole 
furface* 

We readied Kipene the next eyeaing, whei'» 
we hidted for post-horses. The country had been 
a low overflowed desert* The weather was cold ( 
and I was reminded hy my feelings that we ba4 
ireaehed about the latitude of 6(M My compa« 
ui^, bamg again treated me with supper aa<t 
b«d» Ifift me fpf the night, eyideutly a little nettled 
at his ill ^ufceess in engaging the affections of a 
little Russiui girl, who bad waited on us at table. 

While at breakfast oext morning, and just as 
fihe horses were announced, my companion asked 
ihe whether I was furnished with a passport. I 
replied in the affirmatiye. He requested to see 
it ; and, obserying my name^ inquired if I was re* 
lated to *' Admiral JKaAf«x9i, who was in da West 
Indies, at de captore of de Danish Islands in 1807?*' 
Being informed I was the admiraFs nephew, he 
asked, « Are you the son of Massa Kshran Jahn^ 
fUmt ?**— « Yes, I am/'— « You are, den," said he, 
<^ dat lilly Massa Jonny I know at de same time." 
It now turned out that this black gentleman, with 
the two caijiages and four horses each, had been 
my father's and my nude's seryant tJiirteen yean 
before. Haying talked orer old matters, he re«> 
marked that he could ueyer have recognised me^ 
Irom the alteration that time had made in my 
featured } ojbserying that I seemed to have yerified 
the West Indian proverb^ *< Like the black man's 
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pig, very lUly^ hut dam tMT I admowledged the 
justice of the remark, and proceeded to inquire his 
history; but as he did not seem inclined to be com* 
municative on this head, I did not press him ; and 
we proceeded — both in the same carriage, my 
friend no longer considering me ais a menial felr: 
lower. 

Ax] noon, on the 30th of April, I reached St 
Petersbui^, haying been eighty* three days from 
London in performing a distance of sixteen hun- 
dred miles, an average of nearly twenty miles a-day. 
My sable friend, at parting, declined to give me 
his address. I suppressed my chagrin; but felt 
an increased curiosity to learn the source of his 
wealth and his situation in life* 

The following morning I was relating the ad- 
venture at a friend's house, where Doctor Ryan 
^the medical attendant of the young Prince La- 
ItanofTs family, with whom I had dined at the 
house of Mr Rose, in Berlin) was present. He 
was mientioning that the young prince, being on 
the road from Petersburg to Berlin, had been over- 
taken by winter in his summer carriage ; audi as 
the latter season was near at hand, had 'sent his 
blade servant to Narva, to bring his carriages to 
the capital. Fortune's frolic was now explained ; 
my wealthy, dashing, overbearing, and intriguing 
companion, being no more than the very humble 
attendant of his highness. 

Having once got settled in a comfortable lodging, 
my first duty was to call upon Sir Daniel Bailey, 
the British consul-general, then the only represen- 
tative of the British court ; Lord Cathcart haying 
quitted St Petersburg, and JV& Casamajor de- 
ceased. In Sir Daniel I found, not only a sincere 
inendy but an able a4vocaie for the plioi? I h^ 9> 
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viflvr. Tbroiigfa his means* I tnmsmitied s me* 
norial to Coanl Ncssehrode, die foreign mhiistery 
n^ hazided it to Count Kotchoobey for the ap* 
probatkm of his Imperial Majesty. The memorul 
eontakieii a request that I might be permitted to 
pass through the Russian empire, on my way to 
America, either by Kamtchatka, or Behring'a 
Straits. I ^se sdicited a sealed mandate from 
the Emperor, with an order to all governors and 
. persons in aiuthority to assist me to the utmost ai 
jkbeir power ; besides an open order te the poliei^ 
sot to interfere with or molest me. I requested, 
in addition, an especial letter to the goFemor-ge** 
jMaral of Siberia. 

I had been given to understand that his Impei^ 
lisl Majesty had no objections to my proceeding 
«ppn my journey, although he expressed a beli^ 
4ifaat, when I should be furnished with the required 
documenta^ I should flinch from my purpose. I 
aoon, however, satisfied the mifiister upon this 

Cint, by declaring I would be ready to set out at 
if an hoar's notice. In the meantime, the in^ 
.tendant-sgeneral of police gave me three audiences, 
4Kianining me as to my rank and condition, my 
plaii and ks object, with the e^ cetera of interrc^a- 
tories, admidstered by persons in official situations 
when desirous of extracting information beyond 
.'the avowed object* 

His excellency at length promised me his aa- 

flistanee, and recomm^ided me to Count Kotchou- 

bey, into whose hands my business had entirely 

.fallen* The count also gave me three audiences, 

lepeating the same interrogatories as the intend*!- 

ant. Findings howevo*, that I adhered to one 

: ttmple 8toryr-«(atingi ns my object, a wish to esi- 

rflayy^improve^flndawiise myaelf, at the Mune time 
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renderiRg to society all the service of wbicli I was 
capable— his exeeliency also dismi^^ed ma with 
favour; and through his interferenee, saiietioaed 
by the generosity and noblemiBdedaess of the 
Emperor, I procured eren more than I had exp 
peoted or demanded* His Imperial Majesty had 
«lso the consideration to ask Colonel Cathcart, who 
had recently arrived as successor to Mr Casamar- 
jor, whether I wanted money, and bow much, to 
aaable me to start. I replied in the negative, exi- 
pressing, very tmly, uiy surprise and gratituda at 
the o£fer* I was, moreover, instructed, m case of 
auch necessity, to apply to the respective gov^!^ 
nors at tlie places I should pass. 

That this unsolicited munificence, on the part 
of the Emperor, could only have sprung frmn the 
generous feelings of bis bear^ and was not adopted 
as a fcifon de parler^ is clear, from the fact that 
his Imperial majesty did afterwarda request of Sir 
Charles Bagot to be informed whether I really 
needed money, accompanied with an intimation, 
that, in such case, I should be apppUed from the 
imperial treasury. I think I do no wrong to any 
one, in believing that no other crowned head ia 
Europe would have given itself ^y eowem aboiit 
me, or my affairs, or have talien any notice of it 
stranger |H:esenting himself, without any recom- 
mendation of any weight, with the single exoeption 
of a private letter of introduction to Sir Robert 
Kerr Porter. 

Among other intimations made to me, as from 
the Emperor, was one which, I believe, originated 
with th^ directors of the Rusaiait American com- 
pany : ^ it was in the shape of a reqae$t that I shoubl 
retrain from making any inq^inea respecting the 
-afifa^ of tb$ said <^|Bfanyv Comiag throHi^ fi 
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public channely I of course considered it my duttr 
to promise a compliance with the request, though 
it appeared to me singular that the Russian com- 
pany should have for one moment suspected me 
of ill-will towards them, or of being employed as 
a spy on their affairs. It is, however, certain that 
they had some apprehension of this sort ; as they 
not only threw obstructions in my way to the Em- 
peror, but after offering and promising me letters 
of recommendation to their different settlements 
and dianceUories, refused them, upon the plea that 
they were useless, from my ignorance of the Rus- 
sian language. Whether Mr Crammer, their, di- 
rector, from whom this unlooked-for and unhand, 
eome treatment emanated, believed that Russian 
civility should be limited to those who understood 
the language, I know not ; if he did, every consi- 
derate person must perceive that the less I under- 
stood of the manners, language, and customs of 
any foreign country, the more I actually stood in 
need of assistance in it. • Were the company con- 
scious that their affedrs required secrecy, their harsh 
conduct towards me was certainly the least likely 
mode of binding me to their interests, or of secu- 
ring the fulfilment of any promise they might oblige 
me to make, beyond those confined to. ocular de- 
monstration and strict neutrality of speech. 

During my three weeks stay in St Petersburg, 
•I was most hospitably received by several respect- 
able British merchants. I employed the spare 
time in walking about the capital and viewing its 
wonders ; and although I abandon the description 
of them, as a task beyond my power, I cannot 
help saying, that no city I have seen can equal it 
in external magnificence. Large, straight and 
pandlel str;eetS; noble public bmldings in ev^y 
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Style of architecture, numerous imperial and pri- 
yate palaces, handsome pavements for carriages 
and foot passengers, several heautiful canals run- 
ning round and through the city, and carrying 
away every offensive matter, the perfect cleanli- 
ness in every part, its immense number of churches, 
and lastly, its magnificent river washing the finest 
quays in Europe ; — ^these are only the more stri- 
king features of St Petersburg. The bustle in most 
of the principal streets, and the number of vehicles 
of various descriptions, add to its importance. It 
is, however, a little too stiffened with a military 
air, being everywhere crowded with soldiers and 
police officers, and the daily parades are better at- 
tended than the workshops and manufactories. 
*KoT is this tendency surprising, when it is consi- 
dered that, in one short war, Russia has arisen from 
comparative insignificance, to rank as the thirds if 
not the second military power in Europe. It may 
indeed foe objected that her advances are too rapid 
for her age ; but this point I leave for discussion 
to those who have not before them a journey of 
eight or ten thousand miles, for which I have not 
a single hour to make preparation. 
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CHAPTER III. 



J8t Petersburg — ^Tzarsko Selo — Tosna— Novgorod — Zait- 
zova — VedroYa — ^Vishney-Volotcbok — Torjock — Tver 
»DaYidoYa— Mosco w — Vladimir.i— Dratchevo— Pogost 
«— Pavlovo — Nishney Novgorod. 

I WAS now furnished with all the documents 
which I had deemed necessar^r. They consisted 
of the following : The customary passport, with 
the substitution of the minister's for the governor- 
general's signature ; a. secret letter to the gover- 
nor-general of Siberia ; and two official documents 
which I shall give at length. 

Tlie first of these (addressed — " To all civil 
governors/' and signed by the minister of the in- 
terior) states, that " The bearer hereof, Captiun 
John Cochrane^ of the British royal navy, purpo- 
sing to travel through Russia on foot, is now on 
his departure for Karotchatka, with the intention 
of penetrating from thence to America. 

'< Having, by the command of his Imperial Ma- 
jesty, provided this traveller with open instruc- 
tions to the police of all the towns and provinces 
lying in his track from St Petersburg to Kamt- 
chatka, this is also to desire all the chiefs of the 
different governments through which he may tra- 
▼ely to aid Captain Cochrane, as far as possible. 
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to proceed on his journey without interrnptiony as 
well as to afford him lawful defence and protec« 
tion, in case it should he desired.*' 

The other was an <^ open order of his Imperial 
Majesty Alexander the First, Autocrat of all the 
Russias," &C. &;c. &c« signed by the same minis- 
ter, and stating, that " The bearer hereof, Captain 
John Cochrane, of his Britannic Majesty's royal 
nary, having undertaken to travel on foot through 
the Russian empire, is now on his way to Kamt- 
chatka, intending from thence to pass over to 
America. The police of the towns and provinces 
lying in his track from St Petersburg to Kamt* 
chatka^ are, in consequence hereof, not only for- 
bidden to obstruct Captain Cochrane in his jour- 
ney, but are moreover commanded, in case of ne- 
cessity, to afford him every nossible assistance." 

I quitted the hospitable nabitation of Sir Ro- 
bert Kerr Porter, on the 24th of May ; and, ha- 
ying had a lift in the carriage with four horses of 
Sir Robert, I, with my knapsack on my back, set 
out, and trotted over a partially cultivated coun- 
try* A pretty avenue of birch trees lined the 
road, as if to accompany me as far as possible on 
my departure from the precincts of civiliced man* 
Nature here got the better of a tolerably stout 
heart; and, as I turned round to catch a last 
glimpse of the capital I had left, and of the friends 
to whom I had bade, perhaps, a last adieu, I 
could not suppress my grief, and, had not my ho- 
nour been committed, should certainly have re- 
turned. A sigh escaped me as I ejaculated a last 
farewell, till, startling at the expression of my 
weakness, I resumed my journey with slow and 
melancholy steps. 

It was ten o'clocki (for I had now a watch), 
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and I had TMihed six milM. Tbe aighC ^ite 

beautifiiliy clear, tfaougb rather csold from the ef-^ 

fects of a northern breeze j while the moon wits 

itear her fnll. I looked at the beantifal luminary, 

fflid actually asked myself whether I were, as had 

been asserted, under the baneful influence of that 

planet* Smiling that I received, no reply, I then 

considered my projects and intentions, and the 

conduct I ougbt to follow ; and, sitting down at a 

fountain on the Poulkousky hill, I read to myself 

a few lessons, which the time and the occasion 

seemed to inspire* << Go," said I, '* and wander 

with the illiterate and almost brutal savage I — go 

and be the componioii of the ferocious beast !— ^a 

and contemplate the human being in cTery ^le^ 

ment and climate, whether cirilized or savage-*-^of 

whatever tribe, nation, or religion. Make doe 

allowance for the msficity of their manners ; nor 

be tempted to cope with them in those taunts, in* 

suits, and rudeness, to which the nature of thy en-> 

terprise will subject thee. Contetiin those inci« 

dental circumstances which but too often surprise 

mankind from their good intentions, and deprive 

the world of much useful and iuteresting informa^^ 

tion. Avoid all political (md nailitaiy topics, and 

remember, that 

The proper study of mankind is man. 

Should robbers attach thee^ do not, by a foolish 
resistance, endanger thy life. Man may beGeBie> 
hardened by crimes, and persist in the praelicd of 
thetn, till, meeting with resistance, he will be ur-' 
ged to murder ; but man is still a humane heiflgy 
dven while seeking his subsistenGe by rapine and 

Elunder ; and seldom, from mere waeatoonessy w^l 
e spin ihe blood of lua/eUofw-'crefttar«< It^is 
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kfOlj hy patience, perseTenmce, and fattmility, liy 
Mdocing thyself to the lowest level of tdftiikiiid, 
Uiat thoQ canst expect to pass through the ordeal 
with either safety or satisfaction.'* Something like 
these were my self-dictated precepts, and I pled- 
ged th&r performance in a dranght from the cool 
And limpid fonntain. 

In company with some carters I resumed my 
journey; and depositing my knapsack in oue of 
their rehicles, entered into conversation as well 
tm my scanty knowledge of German would allow 
me* 

- As we proceeded, there suddenly rose to the 
soatb-east a tremendous blaze, the cause of which 
it seemed difficult to conjecture. At finrt I ima- 
gined it might be, as I had often seen in England, 
a blazing bonfire, with a group of mirthful rustics 
rerelling romid it. But the scene grew soon too 
terrific to allow of so simple a solution, the fiame 
rising to a prodigious height, and the smoke rolling 
into a beautiful dark arch on the clear sky. Im* 
mense masses of fire, and sparks at intervals, ex« 
ploded and separated like a rocket. 

We eontinued to gase as we advanced, till, on 
reaching the beautiful town of Tzarsko Selo, the 
source waa indeed but too apparent; it was the 
Emperor's favourite palace wrapped in an ineK* 
tinguisfaable flame. I had looked forward with 
hope to enjoy the survey of so celebrated an edl*' 
fice, and had actually taken a letter of recommend* 
ati<m to Prince Theodore Galitzin, one of its prin- 
cipal inhabitants, that I might with the more faei<' 
tity have my desire gratified. It was midnight; 

Cles of men suironnded the wasting pile« All, 
ever, WW order and regularity; hot a voice 
Was heard inrid the tlwusaads of people eBsployed. 

VOL. I. E 
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The Emperor was present, eyidently impreased 
with extreme regret^ and all appeared powerfully 
to partake the sentiment. His Majesty^ however, 
continued to give frequent directions with perfect 
coolness. 

Tzarsko Selo was the palace in which the Em- 
peror and his brother Constantioe had been brought 
up, and passed their eai'lier years ; it was hither 
also that the Emperor was accustomed to retire, 
when the cares of state permitted him, to lose 
among its beauties the anxieties of a throne and 
the toils of so great a government. It had been 
greatly embellished by his Majesty, and was consi- 
dered one of the most beautifid retreats in Europe*^ 
Years of time, and millions of money, I thought, 
must .be expended, to make it what it was but 
yesterday morning. 

Being excessively fatigued, and finding my in- 
dividual exertions perfectly useless towards check* 
ing the progress of the flames, I retired to the gar- 
dens, where I passed a couple of restless hours on 
a bed of. moss, amid herbs and flowers, whose 
sweet perfumes were as yet unvanquished by the 
fire or smoke. Some demon seemed to hover over 
me, and my dreams presented the probable inci- 
dents of my journey, in all the horrors which ima- 
gination could shadow forth. I arose, and re- 
turned to the scene of devastation, now evidently 
increasing, and appearing to defy the numerous 
engines pouring upon it from all sides. 

The dome of the church fell with a tremendonai . 
<srash ; and such was the immense mass of fire 
that fell with it, and so great the force of the re- 
bound, that in its second descent, and assisted by 
the wind, it set fire to two other parts of the pa- 
Jace, until then considered safe. At this critical 
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moment his Imperial Majesty gave a strong proof 
of steady coilectedness. While the fire was raging 
from apartment to apartment, apparently mocking 
the resistance of man, the Emperor gave direction 
that the doors shonld be walled up with bricks. 
This was instantly.done, and by such an expedient 
alone could the amber, the most valuable chamber, 
have been wrested from the general destruction. 

Having taken breakfast with Prince Theodore, 
and amused myself with the infantine prattle of 
his children, whether in the French, English, or 
German languages, for they seemed anxious to 
show off the proficiency they had made, I pro» 
ceeded towards Tosna, where I arrived at seven 
in the evening. Younf firs and birch border the 
road, which is good ; though the country presents 
but little of interest, and seems to support but a 
slender population, considering its proximity to 
the capital. 

I passed the night in the cottage of a farmer, 
resigning myself to the attacks and annoyance of 
such vermin as generally haunt impoverished dwell- 
ings, and was therefore proportionably pleased in 
the morning to resume my journey. My route 
was towards Liubane, at about the ninth mile- 
stone from which I sat down, to smoke a cigar or 
pipe, as fancy might dictate ; I was suddenly sei- 
zed from behind by two ruffians, whose visages 
were as much concealed as the oddness of their 
dress would permit. One of them, who held an 
iron bar in his hand, dragged me by the collar to- 
wards the forest, while the other, with a bayonet- 
ed musket, pushed Yne on in such a manner as to 
make me move with more than ordinary celerity ; 
a boy, auxiliary to these vagabonds, was stationed 
jon the road-tide to keep a look-out. 
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We had got some sixty or eighty pacee into thi^ 
thickest part of the forest, when I was desired to 
undress, and having stripped off my trowsers aa4 
jacket, then my shirt, and, finally, my shoes and 
stockings, they proceeded to tie me to a tree^ 
From this ceremony, and from the manner of it, I 
fully concluded that they intended to try the ef? 
feet of a musket npcm me, by firing at me a* they 
would at a mark. I was, howeyer, reserved for 
fresh scenes ; the villains, with much sangfreidi 
seated themselves at my feet, and rifled my knap* 
sack and pockets, even cutting out the linings of 
the clothes in search of bank bills or some other 
valuable articles. They then compelled me to 
t^e at least a pound of black bread, and a glass 
of rum, poured from a small flask which had heen 
suspended from my neck. Having appropriated 
my trowsers, shirts, stockings, and English shoot« 
ing shoes, (the last of which I regretted most of 
all) as they were a present from Sir D. Bailey,) 
as also my spectacles, watch, compass, thermome- 
ter, and small pocket-sextant, with one hundred 
and sixty roubles, (about seven ponnds,) they at 
leiigth released me from the tree, and, at the point 
of a stiletto, made me swear that I would not in- 
form against them«-«uch, at least, I conjectured 
to be their meaning, though of their language I 
understood not a word. 

Having Received my promise, I was again treated 
.to bread and rum, and once more fastened to the 
^ee, in which condition they finally abandoned 
me* Not long after a boy who was passing heard 
ny cries, and set me at liberty. I did not doubt 
he was sent by my late companions upon so cmi- 
aiderate an errand, and felt so far grateful ; though 
it might require somethmg more than eommoa 
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diarity to forgive their deprhring me of my shirt 
and trowsers, and leaviog me almost as naked as 
I came into the world. 

To pursue my ronte, or return to Tzarsko Selo, 
would indeed be alike indecent and ridiculous, 
but there being no remedy, I made therefore << for- 
ward" the oirder of the day ; and having first, with 
the remnant of my apparel, rigged myself a VE* 
cossoisey I resumed my route. I had still left me 
a blue jacket, a flannel waistcoat, and a spare one, 
which I tied round my waist in such a manner 
that it reached down to the knee^ ; my empty 
knapsack was restored to its old place, and I trot- 
ted on with even a merry heart. 

Within a few miles I passed betwixt files of sol- 
diers employed in making a new road, Under the 
orders of General Woronoff, upon whom I waited 
to report the situation in which I was placed. 
The servant, perhaps naturally enough, refused ta 
let me pass without fliist acquainting his excellency 
with my business ; I, however, steadily persisted 
in my determination ; and at length, hearing the 
noise and scuffle of turning me out, the general 
appeared, and listened to my mournful tale. The 
good heart of his excellency suggested the neces-» 
Bity of first administering me food ; some dothes 
were then offered to me, which I declined, consi- 
idering my then dress as peculiarly, as well as na- 
tionally, becoming. The general then sent an of- 
ficer with two men back to the village, to make 
inquines ccmceming the robbery. These were^ 
Jbowever, fruitless, and I quitted, with many thanks 
to his excellency, in his own carriage, which was 
directed to take me the first station. I soon dis« 
.coveiied that carriage-riding was too cold, and 
ihefefore piefenred walking, barefooted as I was; 

' z2 
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QSid OQ tbe foUowiog moniiDg I reftcbed TmAkinr^^ 
a hw and uncaltiTated waste, a hundred mUes fmn 
St Petersburg. Thence to Podberene, aad thence 
to Novgorod. I had passed on the road many po- 
pnlous and nent Tillages, and numerous tents be* 
longing to the roilitarf workmen, which gave ai^t 
dltionfH interest to a fertile and picturesque aea« 
nery. To the left was the rirer Volkhoff, on which 
Novgorod stands. The epproaeh is giand, amd 
the numerous spires and steeples of the churdiea 
and convents, with their gilded and silvered case* 
meats glittering in the sun, recalled for a moment 
the memory of its ancient splendour. Ciosmng the 
bridge, I entered at two o'clock, and immediately 
waited on the governor. He would have previa 
4ed me with clothing on the instant ; I was, how* 
ever, hungry, and requested food. The govemot 
smiled, but assented, and I then accepted a shirt 
aad trowsers. 

I was recommended by his excellency to stop 
at Novgorod a few days, under the promise that 
he would apprehend the robb«rs. 1 uAd him I 
felt no doubt they would be discovered ; but be« ' 
fore that time I should have reached the heart of 
Siberia. Good quarters were, meantime, provided 
me in the habitation of a Russian merchant, to 
whom I had a letter of recommendation horn St 
Pet^sburg. He had also the kind consideradoii 
to provide me a complete refit ; and though this 
must have been at an expense of thirty or forty 
roubles, he positively refused my offer of rsim* 
bursement— an offer I was enabled to make through 
the delicate kindness of his excellency the Gover^ 
nor Gerebzoff. 

This ancient and oelehratad city, which in fnv 
jner daya wm chvaeterised by theprvfvls ** Who 
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can remst the Gods md the great NoygenNi ?" m 
BOW only the capiial of a proTmce of its owb name. 
In its former glorjr it was the metropolis of a great 
repnbticy with four hundred thousand souls within 
its walls. The population is now reduced to a 
fcHrtieth part* Its immense trade had been gra« 
linally deelintag smce the cruelties of Ivan Yassi* 
lieh II.) and was eompleteiy annihilated by the 
removal of the seat of government, by Peter the 
Great, from Moscow to the Gulf of Finland. Many 
handsome edifices, now in ruins, are lamentable 
proola of its former grandeur and present decay; 
Its archiepiscopal cathedral, small, but yery mi- 
dent, is filled with superstitious relics, and the 
ashes of several RiMsian Grand Dukes. 

The steeples oi Novgorod present a monument 
^f eonaidepable pnde in the estimatiiHi of its iuf- 
Ubitants, Their distinction is in the cross at the 
-top skandiag done, unaccompanied by the crescent ; 
mad this ia an ihnblem, intimating that the Tartars, 
in all their invasions, never succeeded so far as to 
.eater this city. A distine^n which universally 
holds in Russia; the reeimquered cities beariag 
the crescent, bnt surmounted by the cross. 

The foUowiug day, beiog that of Penteeost, I 
attended the service in the cathedral ; and though 
I understood nothing of the language, yet was I 
forcibly struck with the primitive appearance of 
the t^»^ in their long beards, longer tresses, and 
•til longer robes. They certainly carried all the 
.^ppefoance eC devcmt ministers of jneligion* 

I had intended, from Noygwod, a visit to Mr 
Glenny, at his establishment, eight miles distant, 
on the banks of the Veshora. Not finding him> 
however, I put up at a form-houae for the night, 
haring previoualy drunk kuasa at a eonveni;, ^Md 
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a ronble for charity, and receired a biasing upon 
entering MuBcovy — not without a hope that I 
should find better treatment here than in Esthonia. 
Next day, passing over a wild dreary waste to Zait- 
zova, a pleasant town, of fifteen hundred inbabU 
tants, I put up at a civil house, if the admission 
of both sexes, and of all ranks and dispositions, 
may deserve such a term ; the yariety was indeed 
ludicrous enough, but the conduct and conversation 
were not of such a nature as to merit description. 

The women of Muscovy hitherto appear civil 
and cleanly dressed, though disfigured by the abo- 
minable custom of tying fiieir breasts as low^ flat, 
and tight as possible ; they are not, however, quite 
so ludicrous as some of the Creoles and slaves in 
the West Indies, who often suckle their children 
behind their badcs. The men appear equally dvi^ 
obliging, and hospitable, but almost equally dis- 
guised by their swaddling coat of cloth or dbeep** 
skin, coloured trowsers^ and immense boots, sask 
round the body, a wide-rimmed hat, and long 
beard ; a mode of dress which certainly gives them 
something of a ferocious appearance. 

On the road to Yedrova I received two roubles 
as charity from the master of a post-house, firom 
whom aiso I had received refreshment gratia. 
Knowing, as I did, that assistance was at hand, I 
declined the money, although my then distressed 
state might have warranted my open acceptance of 
it. I continued my route ; and, upon my amval 
at the next station, I found the money in my cap. 
This is, indeed, real benevolence* 

The canals are observable to the east, and pr&. 
sent a beautiful appearance from the neat town of 
Yedrova. Keached Vishney-Volotdiok late at 
nighti a large scattered bat flourishing tqini, foe* 
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m6rl3r an imperial village, but cnlhuichised by 
Catherine, with canals uniting the trades of the 
Caspian and Baltic seas. I had previously crossed 
the Valday hills, which are the only elevations be- 
tween the two capitals. They are in the govern* 
jnent of Novgorod, as is also the Valday lake, nine 
miles in circumference* It has an island in its 
^santre, on which stands a handsome monastery, 
•which, with its steeples glittering through xhe dark 
foliage of its intervening woods, forms a beautiful 
and interesting object. There is also a little town 
of the same name on its banks. The land here 
rises into gentle eminences, with a good deal of 
cultivation. 

Toijock was the next flourishing town which I 
reached, amid rain and thunder. This slight im*- 
pediment, whieh broke up my travelling for the 
day, richly compensated the delay, by introducing 
kBe> first, to an excellent supper, gratis ; and, «e* 
condly, to a beautiful and kind-hearted young wi- 
dow, sister of the unfortunate Captain Golovnis, 
who was so inhumanly exposed in a cage at Japan. 
The master of the public house had civilly received 
me, and I was enjoying my own meditations, when 
Mrs Golovnin entered my room, aceosting me in 
German, French, Russian, and lastly in my native 
tongue. After the manner of her sex, she got aM 
my secrets out of me — ^but one*-«and in retinm 
sent me some tea, profifering, at the same time, the 
assistance of her purse. Had she offered me her 
hand and heart,.! certamly should have replied 
'Otherwise than I did, for I felt very affectionately 
and gratefally towards so kind and lovely a wo- 
man, and who, although a widow, had yet scarcely 
bessed bar teens. Upon getting up in the mom- 
jag, I diteoveved that my koapeack- had been 
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searched, and my small stock of linen had been 
taken out and washed ; but of course not theosmall'- 
est article was missing. 

I refreshed myself at the fount, (which is always 
at hand in a Russian cottage, with a tea-kettle or 
other spouted yesse] hanging over it,) breakfasted, 
and, making my congi to the household gods in 
the near comer of the room, departed from Tor- 
jock. I had not proceeded hx when I met a car* 
riage, and immediately heard myself addressed in 
the English language — '< How do you do, Captain 
Cochrane ?" On my acknowledging the name, the 
carriage stopped, and the owner, who proved to 
be a Mr Hippius, and had for some time be^ on 
the look-out for me, treated me yery heartily to a 
biscuit and glass of wine. I then wished him a 
pleasant journey, and resumed mine, light as a lark 
at the unexpected pleasure of seeing English faces, 
and hearing my own tongue. Those who have 
been similarly situated, cto readily conceive how 
happy I was to have met with a countryman in 
such a manner. 

My way lay over a country where the Tver is 
a wandering stream, and where numerous handr 
some seats and neat villages made their appear- 
ance. These, however, but too strongly reminded 
me of the effects of absenteeship in Ireland, being 
evidently in a rapid state of decay. I have no 
hesitation, however, in saying, that the condition 
of the peasantry here is far superior to that class 
in Ireland. In Russia provisions are plentiful, 
good, and cheap ; while in Ireland they are scanty, 
poor^ and dear, the best part being exported from 
the latter country, whilst the local impediments in 
the other render them not worth that expense. 
jGrood comfortable log-houses are here foimd in 
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•rery village ; immense droves of cattle are scat- 
tered over an unlimited pasture, and whole forests 
of fuel may be obtained for a trifle. With ordi- 
nary industry and economy the Russian peasant 
may become rich, especially those of the villages 
situated between the capitals, both of which might 
be supplied by them with butter and cheese ; 
whereas at present not a dairy exists, the pea- 
santry contenting themselves with the culture of 
as much land, and the breeding of as many cattle, 
as may be sufficient for their immediate wants. 
The. women I have always found engaged in some 
employment ; they make very good coarse wool- 
len cloths and linens, as well as knit stockings and 
roin thread. The whole work of the house is 
thrown upon them, while they also partake the 
labours of the field. I will not certainly recom- 
mend, for the adoption of any civilized countries, 
the treatment they receive from their lordly mas- 
ters ; although' I have no doubt the like was the 
custom of England half a century ago, and may be 
still in the hard-working counties. Having men- 
tioned Ireland in comparison with Russia, I may 
remark, that both countries may fairly vie with 
one another in the ancient savage virtue of hospi- 
tality. 

Reached Tver the following day, and put up at 
the habitation of a long*bearded merchant ; where, 
after enjoying a good supper and sound sleep, I 
employed myself in perambulating the city. It is 
said to contain fifteen thousand inhabitants, being 
considerably larger, or at least more populous than 
Novgorod. Tver is situated at the junction of two 
small rivers; which empty themselves into the noble 
Volga ; the latter hence taking an easterly course 
Icmirds Miahney Novgorod, and fertilisiBgy in ita 

1 
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conne to the Caspiniy some of the finest fionMncmm 
m the Riunen empire. 

The first circmnstance whidb attracted my notice 
upon reaching Tver^ was at the gate, wiiere an 
impost of three large stones is leried upon every 
horse tint passes. These are converted to the 
paving of the dty ; nor will. the tax appear either 
.slight or useless in a country where stones are not 
very abundant. 

Crossing the river over a fine bridge of boats, of: 
5d0 feet in length, I entered the principal purt of 
the city. The public edifices on the banks of. the 
Volga are handsome, and kept in good onier, 
though the archbishop's palace resembles one ef 
our workhouses. There is also a theatre, good bmr- 
racksy and a beautifnl building called the Prince's 
Palace, rebuilt by Catherine. The cathedral is of 
plain stone ; there are, besides, thirty-four eburches 
and three convents, (one of wbicn is said to contaid 
this ashes of a page, whose prince deprived him of 
bis mistress at the moment of ihetr marriage, and 
afterwards, when too late, repenting of it, uid wish- 
ing to expiate his crime, had this convent buih,} 
— ^two of them are for men and one for womeii ; 
three hospitals are also establklied upon a Itbetai 
plan, and a bazar, with handsome piazzas, forms 
the city loange. The public gardens and walks are 
certainly susceptible of improvement ; but, upon- 
the whirfe, it has a clean and regular appearaaee,.. 
and bids fair, from its trade and situation, to b^* 
come an important eity« The government exports, 
immense quantities of grain from hence to St P^ 
tMvbuig^ and two humked barges were now lying 
off the city loaded with that article, and with se^. 
vend minions of eggs* / 

A youg Fralchamn, who had bc^ five laow 

2 
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wbuniled in the battle of Borodino 1 1! aGOom|Naued 
me in my rambles. He prejfen, it seems, to re* 
main here, teaching his native language, rather than 
retorn to his native country. He mnrmnred a lit^- 
tle at the facility with which his scholars acquired 
the tongne ; remarking also, what I believe is now 
generally acknowledged, the general aptitude of 
the Russian, whether in learning or teaching. I 
visited among other things a canal, which the last 
of the independent princes projected and began, to 
ahorten a communication, as well as to form a wii^ 
ter haven for the barges and other small crafi^ 
which were, and indeed are still, exposed to con- 
siderable danger from the ice in the Volga. A mile 
only is wanting to complete this great and useful 
undertaking, in the junction of the Tmak and Volga. 
Of the earth thrown out during the excavation, has 
been fimned at once a good road and a strong ram- 
part to the city. 

It was at Tver that I first began to comprehend 
any thing of the Russian hienvchy. It appears 
that the Greek church admits of two distinct 
classes and degrees, which may be called monastie 
and lay orders ; to the first of which belong metro- 
politans, archbishops, bishops, archimandrites, and 
egoumens or abbots ; to the second, protopepes or 
deans, priests, archdeacons, deacons, clerks, and 
readers. Each provincial capital has an institu- 
tion to which all the sons of the clergy are admis- 
sible^ to study the principles of their theology, and 
moral philosophy, and are afterwards turned over 
to the general college to complete their education, 
either for a military or an ecclesiastical life. If 
the former be adopted, they enter the army with 
the rank and pay of an officer ; if the latter, they 
are ordained deacons. The obligation of marriage 
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Si irapoaed vpotk all thofte who wee Ibelow the dv- 
ffpM of itt cpottinen at tbhct ; and sfacrald the wives 
jdid before toeir orduunion as prieataty tbey Ara £ar 
•ever ^clnded fram l^at order. But if the wife 
jOi a |>nM dies^ he maf neyertheleas beeooie a 
^ean : and if be afterwards enters a monasteryy he 
iaaj anrtre At the highest degree. Should, how* 
ever, the theoloflpeal disciple be determiBed npoa 
a state of eeltbacf, he may at once enter the mo- 
mstic order, and become possessed of the power 
iif a priest, as well as of the highest degree ; hot he 
^ean never afterwards become a disciple of Hymeu, 
The revenue of a metropolitan does not exceed 
^ght hundred poun^ a*year, that of an archbishop 
mx hundred^ and of a bishop five hundred---suni8 
apparently as small as persons of their rank can 
poissttply subsist upon, even in Russia* They are, 
however, allowed a considerable sum, which b 
paid to them annually, for the purposes of charity. 
Early on Monday, the dth June, I quitted Tver 
lior Moscow, passing sometimes along the banks of 
the Volga, at othm over a rich grain country, 
amusing my mind alternately with ^ coatempltiF 
tion of the promising crops, and the thousandlB of 
loaded barges destined to bear them. Reached 
DavidovB (tfairty-twe miles) at two o'clock, where 
I stopped to refresh, paaraig on my way a great 
-Bomber of pedestrian labourers, who, like the Gat 
•legee of Spain, were travelUag to the southward 
to assist the less populous districts in getting in 
the harvest. An amazing quantity of timber was 
felled and foiling oa the road-side, merely for the 
purpose of keeping the road in repair ; nearly the 
whole distance from Novgorod to Moscow being 
a ur^ooden causeway. At eight in the evening I 
imiifltDed my rente, reaching Kli&n at midaigh^ 
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attd P«ikt at fbar hi tiie mmramg. The caimtry 
kftd a pleasing appearance, immente lierde of caW 
lie and flocks of sheep, with well*peopled Ytllagee, 
g^'eeting the eye ia every direction. I was 8np«< 
plied with pienty of black bread, milk, salt, and 
kitaMjL which I found rexy excellent fare. Pamng 
tln*oiigh Tschomaya Oras, I entered Moscow at 
eight in the morning, the last stage h&ng distrees^. 
ingly fatiguing. Much rain fell, and I was not f 
little happy to reach the hospitable abode of Mk 
Rowan in time to breakfast. The last thirty^tw* 
boors I warrant as bearing witness to one a^my: 
greatest pedestrian trips-M^bediartaace is 168T«rsts» 
or about 96 miles : I have, howerery done the sam^ 
IB PofftugaL 

' The landscape on the approadi to Moseew, from 
the Petersburg side, gives no promise of so great 
8 metropolis, it being over a dreary and deoolalc 
waste. Nor does the immense and ancient capital 
itself make its appem'ance until the traveller is 
within two miles of it, when, upon rounding a 
small low copse, sprinkled with a few gented 
dwellings, hundreds of spires and steeples, donee 
and towers, flash upon the eye— one vast as8«»* 
blage of buildings rising in the fore-ground, and 
only the uncultivated Spi^rowohills upon the right* ' 

After breakout I waited upon his exeellency 
the governor-general, and arranged my papers ad 
as to allow the resumption oi my journey at l^nra^ 
and then perambulated the city* Among other 
things, the great gnn, in whose muzzle I sat up^ 
right, as well as the greater hell, bespoke my alt 
tention. 

I rindl not enter upon the diseassion of the maaf 
and stiaage stories of whk^ this bell has been the 
subject i but on the assertioB of the learoed Dr 
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Ckuke, that the Rnasiaii nation might as well at- 
tempt to anspend a three-decker, with all her ap« 
parely tadcling, &c. I would only ohserre, that no 
nation posaesses better means for performing such 
a feat, nor has any nation made a better use of such 
means than Russia ; they are, ^I should think, qua- 
lified to remove as lai^e or as weighty a body aa 
any other nation in Europe. The Russians, forty 
years ago, transported, from the frontiers of £a- 
fope to the north-east of Asia, cannon, anchors, 
and other heavy articles, belonging to an expedition 
about to explore the Icy Sea, and all went over 
land for a distance of about teoen thcusand miles. 
I hare seen similar exertions in Canada, but by no 
means superior ; and it must not be forgotten, that 
any thing can and will be done in Russia, when 
the order is accompanied with those almighty 
words, << kacknee bouid," which truly means << any 
bow,*' but is generally used in the sense of ^* it 
must be done." 

It will not be supposed that I should omit to 
visit the Kremlin, which is still an extraordinary 
place. Although much of its singular appearance 
has been obviated in the restored buildings, yet it 
is still far from regular. The view from the tower 
of St John is still preserved, that building haring 
withstood the fury of the general conflagration. 
The new imperial palace is wholly undeserving the 
name ; and only that a building is wanted for the 
use of the imperial family, and that there was a 
vacancy upon the nte on which it stands, it would 
call loudly for another firebrand. Of course I 
conformed to the general custom in taking off my 
hat as I passed under the holy gate, and again on 
visiting the little chapel of Peter the Great. In 
every other respect than that of population, I found 
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Moscow the same as m CkirWs time, beautifai 
and ricfa^ grotesque and absiird, magnifieent and 
■lean. But besides theae general features, there is 
at present one arising from latter circamstBiioes^ 
the city being only half built and the streets half 
finished ; brick and mortar eyerywhere incommo- 
ding the passenger. Such is the i^eanineeof Moo- 
cow, which is yet rery surprising, c<»i8idetinghow 
Teeeotly it }ma risen from its ashes. 

The form«' number of dmrches, chapels, and 
mosques (the forty-forties) is now reduced to less 
^kan half the number. Of public and private 'ho». 
pitals there are several. The most remarkable is 
the Foundting, whidi escaped the fiie^; a noble 
and well-endowed edifice. The average numfoor 
of infants received, one yeiur with another, is esl»- 
mated at five or six thousand. Not more than 
two*thirds of these are muderstood to be reared. 
What, besides the ordinary dai^ers attendant on 
exposure, principally of course in the night, and in 
euch a cfiraate, may he the cause of this mortaMty, 
I know not, and it would be evidently ibre%n to 
my object to inquire. 

The hospitals of Count Sheremetkiff and Prinee 
Galit^ are monuments of private beneficraiceaiid 
public humanity. The former has two hundred 
and fifty palaents wii^us its walls, independent of 
ottt-nloor pensioners. Persons of all natiums, and 
of both sexes, and with whatever disorders they 
may be afflicted, are admissible for cm'e ; and tiie 
old and infirm remain for life. A physician, swt- 
geon, inspector, apothecary, and proper attendao^, 
are setded on the establishments, with handsome 
salaries and apananents. The boildii^ are spa- 
cbus and elegantly modem. The wards are small, 
'CsntainiBg bpt eight patieata, a novel, tfaimgh per- 
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haps an improying feature in a medical establi^** 
joenty as evidently tending to the diminution of 
contagion. The rooms are well ventilated. The 
reveniie is 150,000 roubles, derived from the pro* 
perty of 8000 peasants, besides lands and villages^ 
The late count is said to have founded the hospi- 
ttH in cmisideration of the Emperor s permission to 
marry one of his own female slaves. The pre* 
sent young count deserves much credit, for having 
improved the rents and extended the privileges of 
the hospital. That belonging to Prince Giditriii 
is on a similar plan, although not quite so exten* 
aive. 

Moscow is said to stand upon more ground than 
any city in Europe ; which may very well be true^ 
as almost every palace or nobleman's house has a 
fiarden, and all wooden houses are detached, from 
the fear of fire* There are many public edifices 
well worthy the attenti<m of the traveller, as well 
irom the novelty of their architecture as from theur 
destination; the magnificence of some is indeed 
surprising, containing as they do six or seven bun* 
dred body servants during the winter season* The 
present popubftion is reckoned at three hundred 
and fifty thousand souls ; a population which it is 
supposed fluctuates sixty or seventy thousand-— 
the present, the winter season, being the period 
when ibe gaieties are at their height. On the SOtfa 
of May I quitted Moscow, in a drosky, accompaF 
■ied by Mr Rowan, to dine with a Scotch gentle- 
man, a Mr Rogers, who manages the agric»ltund 
part of Count Romansoflrs property in the English 
style, which has been introduced with great suop 
cess* We afterwards visited the beautiftil botani- 
cal garden of Count Razumofsky, called Gorinkay, 
wliidb does infinite credit to the superintendence 
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of Dr Fischer. The number of its plants, thirteen 
thonsandy would alone recommend it to the botan- 
ist, as will the buildings and pleasure-grounds to 
that of the inferior sayans. Two more patriotic 
noblemen than these two do not exist. 

From my highland companion I received a pair 
of leather trowsers, no small present on such a 
journey ; and, parting with my amiable and uni- 
yersally beloved fnend Mr Rowan, commenced 
my journey on foot. Passed, at two miles, the 
magnificent chateau of a Prince Galitzin — (the 
great number of these princes must excuse my spe- 
cification of them) ; after which, amid heavy rain 
and thunder, I passed through seyeral small vil- 
lages to Bouncoya, lying in a well-cultiyated and 
picturesque country. I was greatly fatigued with 
twenty-fiye miles of heavy wsdk, and felt indeed a 
little melancholy. After a night's rest, however, 
I resumed with revived spirits, and reached Vos- 
puche. The country is ioteresting, and adorned 
with many residences belonging to the lords of the 
village, but which are going to ruin as fast as timd 
and neglect can push them. To Uchekittinah is 
hill and dale, wood and water, all the way. I ar*- 
rived at Vladimir in time to breakfast, travelling 
during the night to escape the heat of the sun. 
My way of life had evidently excited an interest 
in the peasantry among whom I passed, several of 
them dividing their meals, and sharing their fire and 
dwellings with me, with the most cordial good 
will ; nor did the perusal of my passports, and 
other Russian documents, afford them the less 
JtcfprM0— such a favour they justly considered had 
never before been granted, and therefore I was of 
course more than ordinarily favoured. 

I might nevertheless mve considered myself 
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fortanate, if I could have reached Vladimir with 
only a scmnd dmbbing instead of a brokeit lieftdy 
merely became I could not ask in the Russian Ian* 
gnage for some knass, and fire to light my pipe* 
To prevent the recurrence of this evil, on the next 
occasion I entered a house, sans ceremontey and 
helped myself. My hostess instantly dashed the 
cup into the street, and, with the assistance of 
others of her seic, drove me after it at the end of 
broomsticks, which were besides not spared upon 
my back. The odds were fearful against me ; I 
was, therefore, content to bear my punishment 
without resistance. At the next place, a decent 
chop-house in Vladimir, I inquired, of a servant 
who spoke French, the character of my persecu- 
tors, and learned that most of those villages are in* 
habited by- Raskolnicks or Schismatics, who have 
in a manner withdrawn or separated from the Gre^ 
church, and admit of even less toleration than the 
church of Rome. They are bound by the' rules 
of their religion to deny food, fire, and water, and 
feyery assistance, to all who are not of their own 
persuasion ; and are even forbidden to hold any in- 
tercourse with them. Notwithstanding the repul- 
siveness of these tenets, they are said to gain many 
thousands of proselytes every year. They are con- 
sidered good agriculturists, and of the most sober 
and industrious habits, never drinking ardent spi- 
rits, nor using tobacco. Among themselves tfaey 
are a kind friendly people, and excellent fathers 
and husbands ; but towards ^e rest of th6 world 
are — what I too certainly experienced. 

Vladimir is a fine city on the banks of the Kli« 
asma, the capital of a small province only, although 
formerly of all Ducal Russia. Its situation is 
^eaiitifuly stanifiDg on a conJaiderable ^mintnee 
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which oyerhangs the river, and commanding a fine 
view of the surrounding country. There are still 
remaining many traces of its former greatness, sucli 
as the royal palace and gardens, a range of public 
offices, and several handsome churches. The day 
was hot, and I took advantage of it to wash and 
dry my linen — ^no unusual thing with me on board 
of a man of war, where I have often been obliged 
not only to do this, but have been prevented from 
wearing shoes or stockings on the score of econo- 
my ; — alas I how times are changed. My washing 
being finished, I lay down under the bridge, and 
enjoyed a sound sleep. In the evening I resumed 
my route towards Nishney Novgorod. 

The road was a heavy one, and when I had 
passed seven versts, all signs of cultivation ceased. 
By midnight I reached Soudogda, and at two the 
next day, Morshok, over a low, sandy ^ and dreary 
country, covered with 5rti^A-wood, furnishing no« 
thing but materials for crack ships. In the even- 
ing, at Dratchevo, my passports were demanded 
by two young men, whom I somewhat hastily set 
down as troublesome fellows, because no entreaties 
could induce them to allow my proceeding without 
my passport being inspected by the general of bri- 
gade. I was, however, more than a little ashamed 
of my pertinacity, on being sent to a comfortable 
lodging, followed by a hot and substantial supper. 
In Uie morning I received a message to attend the 
general, with whom I breakfasted ; and in consider- 
aiion of having been detained all the night, which 
was my time of travelling, I was favoured with a 
vehicle as far as Mourom. This is the principal 
rendezvous of the Mordva Tartars, bearing the 
name of a city, but undeserving of that of village, 
being a vast assemblage of unsociable huts, with 
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is somewhat in its faronr ; but, except that, and 
tracing the oi^n of its eccentric inhabitants, I be* 
lieve there is nothing of interest for the scientific — > 
much less for the ordinary — ^traveller. 

Having hired a canoe, I paddled across the river,' 
and, following a dreary and marshy country, reach- 
ed Manacovo. At a pretty little village on the 
banks of a lake, at midnight^ I was grei^ly charm* 
ed with the singing of some boys and girls, accom* 
panied by a simple instmment, called, in Russian, 
baalaalaika, and which is in fact only a two^stringed 
guitar. The effect of this rude harmony, softened 
by its passage across the water, was peealiarly 
sweet. 

The beauty of the night prompted me to con* 
tinue my route, and I left the happy villagers for 
Pogost, twenty-four miles, where I arrived half 
ftinaished and quite fatigued, not having tasted food 
during twenty-four hours, and a march of forty . 
miles. I had, however, drank abundantly, per* 
haps incautiously, of water. The country was 
level and fertile, well wooded, and somewhat pret* 
ty, in its scenery. Nor is the town of Pogost by 
any means an ill*built one ; its annual fair had just 
terminated, and I could not help smiling at the 
remnant of saleable articles, consisting of horses, 
carts, wheels, saddlery, and, in short, every consti* 
tnent and requisite f<Hr ordinary vehicles, besides 
an abundance of common earthenware, rope, with 
kuass and bread to refresh the sober, and barrels 
of spirit to stupify tfa^ drunkard— of which, indeed, 
there was no scarcity, either of men or women. 

Being too jaded to proceed farther, I thought 
myself fortunate in being able to pass the night in 
A caskf nor did I think this mode of pasdng the 
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night a notel one ; often, yery often^ hare I, in the 
fastnesses of Spain and Portugal, passed the night 
in a similar style.. Here I usurp the place of 
crockery, there I usurped that of wine ; here in the 
land of liberality, there in that of nonentity. Aiv 
rived at Pavloro, distant fourteen miles, over '% 
cross road, and a beautiful as well as fertile valley, 
studded w'ith villages, in the midst of which the 
Oka makes its course. 

Pavlovo is placed in a bay on the left bank of 
the Oka, which is crowded with small vessels. It 
is said to contain eight thousand workmen, and is 
the private property of General Sheremetioff, the 
head of which familv> a minor, is possessed of one 
hundred and sixty thousand peasants. The gene- 
ral's property is, however, a vile dirty place ; but 
the surrounding country, and the view of it from 
the palace, is very fine. 

I had not an opportunity of viewing the immense 
iron-works here carried on^ being anxious to get on 
towards Nishney Novgorod, which I entered oa 
the evening of the next day. I had previously 
passed through Selo-Bogorodskoye, where I ua- 
derwent a second lecture for smoking in the vil- 
lage. The eldor of the village spared me, doubt- 
less, however, on the same grounds as had excused 
me on a previous occasion. The country appear- 
ed extremely populous, and I felt highly pleased 
with my walk on the elevated banks of the Oka, and 
in witnessing its numerous establishments of tan^ 
aers and dyers, with such extensive iron* works, 
that the neighbourhood of Pavlovo has been justly 
termed the Birmingham of Russuu 

The entrance to Nishney Novgorod is execrable^ 
from the extreme filthiness of die suburbs ; but de>* 
acea^ng a stei^ihilV I found mys^ m a busy and 
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crowded market, where I -procured a drosky, and 
proceeded to the dwelling of Baron Bode, to whom 
I carried a recommendatory letter. He received 
me kindly, placing me for board in his own house ; 
while for lodging I preferred the open air of his 
garden ; there, with my knapsack for a pillow, I 
passed the night more pleasantly than I should 
have done on a bed of down, which the baron most 
sincerely pressed me to accept. The city is lai^e, 
scattered, and somewhat ill built, but evidently im- 
proving. This is evinced by the number of nevr 
buildings which have been erected, in consequence 
of the celebrated fair called Makarieff being trans- 
planted hither. The upper part of the city, in 
which the governor, chief officers, and military, re- 
side, is of course the best. Its situation is pecu- 
liarly pleasant and airy, though surrounded by the 
stubborn remains of the old citadel and Tartar wall. 
The lower town which may be termed the St 
Giles's of the city, is occupied principally by per- 
sons engaged in merchandise. 

Nisbney Novgorod, in contradistinction to Great 
Novgorod, owes its existence to the Great Duke 
Vassil, who thus named it when he caused its in- 
habitants to be transplanted there from the great 
city before named. Its inhabitants, Russians and 
Tartars, amount to fifteen or sixteen thousand, 
though its visitors during the fair probably make 
its population at that time from one hundred and 
twenty to one hundred and fifty thousand* Among 
them may be seen Chinese, Persians, Circassians, 
Armenians, Tartars, Buchanans, Jews (of course), 
and a specimen besides of almost every European 
nation. The fair, in point of value, is considered 
as second to none in Europe ; the business done 
being estimated at nearly two hnudred jniUions of 
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roubles. This computation may probably allow a 
deduction of about one balf, but in any case the 
government derives from it a very considerable re« 
venue. The buildings on the site for the fair ara 
in a forward state, but will still require many 
years, and several millions of money, to complete. 
The situation is considered highly eligible, and the 
plan is by General Betancourt, an eminent Spanish 
engineer. 

The eligibility of the new site is, notwithstand- 
ing, fairly questionable, as it is not entirely re- 
moved from the danger of an inundation by the 
Oka, from the river giving indications, at no dis- 
tant period, of shifting its channel ; in which case 
the consequences must be fatal. A canal has re- 
cently been cut so as to make this part an island, 
instead of a peninsula as before ; a measure which, 
in my opinion, contributes to weaken the foimda- 
tion, because the canal lies streamward of the fair, 
and, consequently, at the rises or freshes of the ri- 
ver, it is liable to be completely overflowed. When 
it is recollected that the last overflowing of the 
Volga formed a new bank of seven feet high above 
the common bed of the river, between the city and 
the fair, it is not too much to fear that it may serve 
to change the course of the river, whose extra rise 
was last year thirty-five feet ; and should the new- 
formed bank prove a solid foundation, and resist for 
some years the impetuosity of the stream^ there 
will then be no other outlet but the very site of the 
fair, as it stands nearly opposite to the place where 
the Oka discharges its waters into the Volga. 
Many people think, and, it appears to me, reason- 
ably, that lower down the Volga, as at Kazan or 
Bokorotsk, were more eligible places for the fair, 
when its removal became indispensable. 
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Nishney Novgorod is, also, too near St Peters- 
burg, and too far from Persia, Astrakan, Bucha- 
ria, and China, to be conveniently reached in one 
fifeason, because the latter journeys are against^ 
while the former is with, the stream. Had Kazan 
or Bokorotsk been selected, the voyage would have 
been more nearly equalized both in time and ex- 
pense. 

I was shown over the fair by a Spanish gentle- 
man, now an officer of engineers of Russia, and 
with whose family, in Granada in Spain, I had 
lately resided. He is married to the daughter of 
General Betancourt, chief of his department. I 
dined with him and two other Spanish colonels, as 
well as a youDg Moscovy Englishman, the whole 
party even here, in the very heart of Russia^ talk- 
ing only the Spanish language. 
' His excellency the governor received me with 
customary attention ; but I was not so fortunate as 
to meet his amiable lady, an Englishwoman. The 
truth was, her servant would not admit me, judg- 
ing, no doubt, from the length of my beard and 
shabbiness of my dress, that I must be a Jew, or 
something worse. Thus denied, I embarked, in a 
freak of ^cy, on board a lighter bound to Kazan, 
the better to enjoy the beautiful scenery of the 
Volga ; having previously, and only just in timci 
been supplied with provisions and a pair of English 
nhooting-shoes (my constant Godsends), through 
^e kindness of my excellent host Baron Bode. 
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The Volga — Makarieff.»Kusinodemian8k.i.Tchebac]cnr-« 

' Vntchi— Kazan — PemL— Koungoi^ — Souk8oum,Demi- 

doflPs Zavod^^Achitskaya Kiepost— Knunonfiosk— Be- 

limbaiefsky Za^od— Ekatherineboiurg— Bereaofiiky—Eai* 

miahloff—Tumeii— Tobolsk. 

I AM now on the magnificent Volga. The light* 
^ on board which I had embarked did not depart 
for thirty-six hours, and I felt too much of the sail- 
or in me to quit her ; in short, I considered my- 
self as one of the crew, working my passage, and 
as such employed myself. Nothing was demanded 
of me but to row the boat ashore for the captain, 
and now and then a glass of Yodkey. This I was 
content to submit to, till I found that some grog 
and more tobacco was followed by the demand of 
still more grog, which my purse could 7ery ill bear. 
I was therefore very well pleased when the anchor 
was weighed, and we descended the stream ; but 
so slow was our progress, that we kept the heights 
of Novgorod in sight for two days, being frequent- 
ly obliged to anchor, with the eyer-dunning sound 
of << Vodkey, batiushka," or. Gin, master. The 
Tessel I was in measured about two hundred and 
fifty tons, perfectly fiat-bottomed, and drawing but 
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five feet water. At length, losing sight of Nish- 
ney Novgorod, we passed many islands and vil- 
lages, the latter always on the right bank, and on 
the left an uninterrupted low moorish heath. The 
strength of the current I calculated at two knots 
and a half. 

The variety and singular appearance of the dif- 
ferent craft on the Volga, not a little surprised and 
amused me, as well as the innumerable different 
ways in which they were propelled. The present 
season of the year, that immediately preceding the 
£Eur, is the best for the navigation of the Volga, 
when barks from one thousand tons to the size of 
a canoe, all promiscuously float together. They 
are generally provided with one mast, which, in 
the largest, may equal a frigate's main-mast. The 
weight of the mat-sail must be prodigious, having 
no fewer than an hundred and sixty breadths in it ; 
and yet the facility with which it is managed will 
bear comparison with that of the Yankies, with 
their boom main-sail in the fore and aft clippers. 
They are generally worked by from fifteen to forty 
people. The rudder is a ponderous machine, in 
many cases suspended from the stem-post, and yet 
towing astern twelve and fifteen feet ; the tillers of 
which I have asY^ertained from measurement to be 
from thirty to forty feet long, and all worked by 
the hand. 

The soil on either side is clay and chalk, and 
the wood fir and birch. The inhabitants of the 
villages are the inoffensive and ignorant Fins, a 
race of people more approximating to the character 
of the Gallegos in Lisbon than any other class of 
people I have seen. Their great content and small 
possessions are in both a prominent feature. We 
reached Makarieff after a tedious and vexatious 
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voyage, vexatioas from the annoyance of the horse- 
flies and mosquitoes. I was fairly put to the al* 
ternative whether, during my sleep, I would be 
suffocated or devoured. I preferred the former as 
smacking more of humanity, wrapping myself up 
close in a spare sail, with three others of the crew. 

Makarieff is the first inhabited spot from Nish- 
ney Novgorod, on the left bank of the Volga ; a 
straggling and ill-built place, although a large mo- 
nastery, at one extremity, appears to strive hard to 
acquire for it an appearance of respectability. The 
great hk, which is now held at Nishney Novgo* 
rod, was formerly held here ; but was removed on 
the destruction of its site by fire, wilfully, as is 
supposed. Many vessels, loaded with tallow, 
hides, and iron, were then lying off it, wind-bound, 
rather than work up between the numerous islands, 
shoals, and sand-banks, between this place and 
Novgorod. I remarked, with pleasure, the know- 
ledge these otherwise ignorant fellows have of the 
power of the rudder, performing all the close shades 
like a fleet of colliers in the Thames. 

At Makarieff I noticed the utmost height to 
which the Volga had risen last season, being 
eighteen feet perpendicular height, at one hundred 
and fifty feet distance from the nearest edge of the 
river, which is still going down. Having remain- 
ed at anchor two days, and paid toll at a place 
called Vasilisomski, which is a sort of sound, where 
loaded vessels pay one and a half, and those in 
ballast one rouble (no slight sinecure), we depart- 
ed .with a fresh and favourable gale, passing fleets 
of vessels, at anchor and imder sail. If the trade 
of the place were to be computed from the num- 
ber of vessels, without respect to their value, the 
Volga would indeed be a second Thames. 

2g 
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We soon reached Knsmodemiansk, a large and 
popnlons town, on the right bank of the river, with 
four neat churches, pleasantly situated at the base 
and extremity of that chain of lofty hills which rise 
in succession from Nishney Novgorod, and here 
abruptly terminate. The left bank of the river still 
preserved its desolate and unhealthy appearance. 
The next halting-place was Tchebacksar, where 
the river is very shallow, and encumbered with 
shifting banks ; and here we were again detained 
by foul winds, as well as the negligence or laziness 
of the crew, till I began to feel tired of my aqua- 
tic excursion^ the river offering so very little wor- 
thy of notice. I would fain have pursued my route 
by land, but was prevented by my bag of copper 
money, which, although its value was not a guinea, 
was, at least, sixty pounds weight. Leaving it 
was, of course, totally out of the question ; I had, 
therefore, no remedy but patience. 

At Tchebacksar I again laid in a stock of pro- 
visions, conformably to agreement. It consisted of 
barley, rye, flour, with oU and black bread. I had 
hitherto messed with the crew, whose diet was 
wholesome, although rather new to me^ consisting 
of the above flour boiled, and stewed down with 
water and oil. He who likes burgoo, must relish 
casha ; and it was with extreme pleasure that I re- 
ceived the spoon into my hand, in my proper turn, 
to partake of this humble fare. This we did three 
times a-day, and I had the happy consciousness of 
its perfect cleanliness, as I myself stood cook. 
Provisions, in general, may be here considered 
cheap ; bread, a halfpenny per pound ; beer, a ' 
halfpenny per bottle ; eggs, threepence per dozen ; 
imd milk, a farthing per bottle. Animal food I 
know nothing about, not having bought «any. 
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Passed the village of Vutchi, placed between 
two elevated table-bills. A monastery, with four 
churches^ flanked with a thick forest of evergreens, 
gave it a pleasing appearance. A boat came 
alongside from the monastery, with a poor-bpx, 
into which I put twopence, no small sum in this 
part of the world. Upon reaching the little bam-i 
let of Kushuga, oar crew quitted us, with bag and 
baggage, two long-bearded gentlemen taking charge 
of the craft to Kazan ; a trifling incident, but which 
powerfully reminded me of the necessity of im- 
pressment. We were now anxiously looking out 
for Kazan, and the distant countries became more 
elevated, and well wooded with lofty oaks. Si- 
viatski, with its remnant of an old stone castle, wsb 
the last interesting spot I observed before I reach- 
ed Kazan. The left bank of the river, except at 
the single town of Makarieff, is one universal waste. 
From the Volga to the city is about three miles of 
a low flat ; and this I walked on Tuesday, the 22d 
of June, and the twelfth day from Novgorod, being 
about the same time that I should have taken in 
going by land. 

This celebrated city, on nearing it from the 
westward, greatly resembles Badajos on its ap- 
proach from Elvas ; — ^the extended view, the river 
in front, the fortress on the left, and the distant 
elevated lands .to the southward. The dirty sub- 
urbs, situated on a marshy swamp, the principal 
residence of the Tartar inhabitants, is the next in- 
dication of Kazan ; the last was after crossing the 
Kazanka, when the noblest part of this noble city 
fronts you in full view. I passed on to the hos- 
pitable abode of the learned Professor Fuchs. 

The extensive province of Kazan is watered by 
the noble Volga and beautiful Kama. Its popu- 
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lation is reckoned at nine hundred thonsandy com* 
posed of Tartars, Fins, Votiaki, Tchuvoshi, and 
Russians, and a few Mordvas. Near five hundred 
thousand of these inhabitants are peasants or slaves, 
four-fifths of whom belong to the crown, and the 
rest to the different nobility of K^zan. The trade 
of the province is said to be great, exporting vast 
quantities of tanned and untanned leather, besides 
about two hundred and fifty thousand poods (SGlbs. 
English) of soap, made from the iat of the Astra- 
, kan sous. Potash is also a thriving concern. 
The gold and silver embroidery of boots, shoes^ 
alippers, bonnets, &c. employs a great number of 
people. The province is low and wet, and to its 
acknowledged imhealthiness the impurity of the 
water greatly contributes. The greatest heat is 
29^f and the greatest cold SS^^ of Reaumur's scale. 
The Volga is navigable about two hundred days in 
the year. The province is in general well culti- 
vated, and exports prodigious quantities of com to 
the capitals. The revenue is estimated at sixteen 
millions of roubles (or about L.700,000,.a rouble 
being lOd. of our money); and of these spirits 
alone furnish four millions, the consumption of 
which, in the city only, on a feast day, is said to 
amount to the vaJue of five thousand roubles^ and 
on ordinary days to about fifteen hundred. 

The city of Kazan is considered as second only 
to the capitals, containing nearly, forty thousand 
inhabitants^ of which twelve thousand are Tartars. 
On the present state of the city it is hardly fair to 
give an opinion, rising >is it is from the ashes of 
a fire scarcely five years extinguished. It had 
formerly a cathedral on the site of the ancient 
mosque, as also a palace ; both were destroyed by 
an explosion in the citadel. The destruction of the 
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city was indeed nearly complete, and it is difficult 
to conceive how any vestige could remain, a high 
wind driving a mass of flame over houses huUt, 
and streets absolutely paved, with wood. These 
wooden buDdings and pavements have been dis- 
countenanced by the Emperor, who has held out 
many inducements to build with brick. The city 
is archiepiscopal, and the seat of an university. It 
has several handsome churches^ four of which be- 
long to the Raskolnicks, besides many Tartar 
mosques, and some convents. The church of St 
Peter and St Paul is a handsome stone edifice, erect- 
ed at the expense of a private gentleman in honour, 
of Peter the Great, in consideration of that mo- 
narch's having made his residence a halting-place 
during one of his journeys. In Kazan also is a 
church, which gave rise to that beautifiil building, 
the Kazan Church at St Petersburgh, though its 
architecture would seem to denote a theatre. I dined 
with her eminence the abbess, for so she is styled. 
She had the benevolence to present me with an 
image of their saint, which was to act as a charm 
against otherwise inevitable mischief. I accepted 
i^ of course, with due reverence, without any strong 
faith in its boasted virtues^-an estimate which it 
will be seen by experience was fully vindicated. 
The lady, the original of this image, lives twelve 
miles from Kazan, to which, however, she makes 
an annual visit, and collects from the bounty of 
her believers sufficient to support her the ensuing 
year. 

I visited the Hotel des Nobles, a club formed of 
the nobility, fifteen or twenty of whom daily dine 
there, independent of casual travellers, who have 
free access upon moderate terms. A friendly sort 
of intercourse is thus kept up, and the news of the 
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day emanates from the club in a manner which the 
servile press dares not attempt. Billiards and cards 
are the set amusements of the club^ it being a cna- 
tom of Russian idlers to play boston before and after 
dinner. They then retire to business or to sleep, 
meeting again in the evening to repeat the entertain* 
ment over a cup of tea. Speaking of the word bos- 
ton, it ]a rather a curious circumstance that such au 
Anglo-amusement should have become exclusively 
the adoption of the empire of Russia ; — ^nnder the 
wings of the eagle it was brought forth, and there 
it is still fostered. Among the numerous indivi- 
duals here from whom I received marked attention, 
I should specially notice the governor and vice- 
governor; the Prince Davidpff, director of the post; 
and Prince Tenisbeff, general in the army, and 
head of a military commission, not foj^etting my 
friend the professor. Both the princes are of Tartar 
origin, though their character and conduct would 
do honour to the proudest rank of polished society* 
I attended a f^te given by the latter prince at hia 
villa, seventeen versts from the city. If the learn- 
ed Dr Clai'ke had been living and present, he 
would have found, in the delicacy and decorum 
everywhere prevalent, a strong proof that a Rus- 
sian country-house is not Tuno, at least, such as he 
has described it. 

A Russian prince, count, or baron, descended 
from a Russian family, is always a nobleman, with- 
out any military, civil, or honorary distinction. But 
no person of those ranks, whose origin has been 
Tartar, Asiatic, or foreign, has any cUam whatever 
to nobility beyond the other free individuals of the 
empire; the title is indeed hereditary, and descends 
in the same wholesale manner as in Germany, but 
it gives no rank or privilege whatever. Without 
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the addition of military or civil rank, title is rather 
a disadvantage to the possessor, as the empire ex- 
pects from every man of respectahiiity a three 
years' service in the army, navy, or civil depart- 
ments. After this he may retire with credit ; yet, 
so salutary is the effect of this custom, that the re- 
tirement of an officer is of extremely rare occur- 
rence. In case, however, of any change of incli- 
nation, they are permitted, within certain limita- 
tions, to vary the nature of their service ; thus, an 
officer of the navy may change to the army or civil 
department ; an officer of the army to the civil de- 
partment, but not to the navy ; but an officer of the 
civil service cannot exchange into either army or 
navy ; — ^thus forming a strong inducement to them 
to commence at least with the profession of arms. 
A prince is not, from that circumstance, a noble- 
man, though an officer of whatever rank is ; and by 
bis becoming a major in the army, or captain in the 
navy, he entails upon his children, without limit, 
the rank of nobility. The rank of women in Rus- 
sia is fixed, like their condition, for better or worse, 
according to that of their husbands. If a woman 
not noble marries a slave, she degrades herself to 
his condition; while a woman slave, becoming 
united to a freeman, becomes free. But in Russia 
every thing is at the disposal of the Emperor ; tides, 
privileges, rank, and fortune, are regulated by his 
will. And formerly, when it was no uncommon 
thing for an Emperor to give the benefit of a Si- 
berian air to ministers, counts, and other dignita- 
ries of the empire, it was not unusual to accom- 
pany the seclusion with the loss of honours, here- 
ditary rank, of fortune, and even of the very name. 
The latter circumstance never, indeed, took place 
but when the person was ch»^d with a crime. 
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But this arbitrary exercise of power has certainly 
not occurred daring the present Emperor's reign, 
nor would the exercise of such a prerogative be 
tolerated for any length, of time. 

The governor of Kazan was good enough to 
make up a part of my lost time, by giving me a 
lift towards Perm ; and on the 25th of June I de* 
parted in a kibitka, taking a last view of the city 
from Tzaritzino. Crossed the Kama, which enters 
the Volga, at forty miles below Kazan, The road 
had been very fine, and the country fertile in com 
and flax, the principal productions. The appear, 
ance of the crops was good, and the preparations 
for the harvest cast a lively and agreeable feature 
upon the journey. I overtook great numbers of 
men and boys returning to their homes, having 
carried vessels down the Kama, and thence into 
the Volga. The country on the east side of the 
Kama becomes wild and dreary, through forests 
of fir, birch, and poplars. The weather was sultry, 
and the mosquitoes troublesome; and there was 
nothing to delight the eye, or interest the feelings, 
except the numerous Tartar villages, which lie 
scattered at every five or six miles' distance. Many 
of the Viatka race, a handsome people, are in the 
neighbourhood. Although I had ceased for the 
present to be a pedestrian, I did not, from what- 
ever cause, receive so great civility as I had been 
accustomed to. The conduct of the postilion to 
the poor peasantry, was not such as to induce my 
forming a favourable opinion of the Permian execu- 
tives. I could not help regretting that the present 
mode of forwarding the post affords no security 
against fraud, cruelty, and abuse. The moment 
these postilions arrive at a station, they fly to the 
kabak, or gin-shop, where they loiter away half an 
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hour in drinking, &c. When the postilion is ready 
to start, he holds out his hand with the same avi- 
dity and mechanical appearance as a lawyer or phy- 
sician would do ; generally a rouble, or a couple, 
according to the length of the station or number of 
horses, is given, to prevent — ^what ? Why, to pre- 
vent the free exercise of their high powers in dri- 
ying the horses at so furious a rate, as to endanger 
not only the lives of the poor animals, but of the 
driver and other persons going with him. The for- 
warding of the post being by contract between the 
government and the individual, is thus liable to a 
most intolerable abuse; of course the owner of the 
horses will sooner part with a couple of shillings, 
than run the risk of losing one of his horses by be- 
ing overdriven, a circumstance which not unfre- 
quently happens. At present there is but one fa- 
vourable consideration in the post-office depart- 
ment ; that is, its extraordinary speed, which I sjiall 
have occasion hereafter to notice. 

On the fourth day I entered Perm, thoroughly 
fatigued with the jolting of the kibitka, although 
the road was very fine, lyhig invariably through 
thick woods, with but two towns, and moat unpre- 
possessing villages, all the way from Kazan. 

Having delivered a letter to the director of the 
post, who understood no language but the Russian, 
he recommended me to the care and attention of 
a Mr Berg, formerly a lieutenant in the Russian 
navy, now an author and a rich man — advantages 
which seldom accompany each other. His know- 
ledge of the English language, as well as his hospi- 
tality and urbanity, made his company highly va- 
luable. He had made the tour of the world with 
Commodore Kruzenstem, and was consequently 
able to give me a great deal of useful information. 
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Perm is the capital of a province, and a consi* 
derable city, built by tbe Empress Catherine at the 
time that great princess increased the number of 
governments from fourteen to forty-seven; con* 
rinced that a due administration of justice could 
not take place where the governments are so ex« 
tensive. The city stands on the right bank of the 
Kama, covered on three sides by a thick forest, 
whose trees reach to the very gates of the city. It 
is regularly and handsomely built, and contains 
about eight thousand inhabitants ; the whole pro- 
vince numbers eight hundred thousand, consisting 
of Russians, Bashkires, Tcheremiss, Teptery, and 
Vaugoles, The Bashkires, a numerous race, are 
said to be descendants of the Tartars who inhabit- 
ed the district between the Don, the Volga, and 
the Ural mountains, and are probably of the same 
family with the Tartars of Kazan. They were 
originally wanderers, but, since their subjection to 
Russia, have applied themselves to agriculture and 
the breeding of cattle, especially of horses. These 
they have learned to manage with facility, and 
even with grace ; and yet, even this has not de- 
stroyed that perhaps most savage of their original 
habits, the feeding upon their carcasses. Their 
character is worse than indifferent, being lazy, and 
tyrannical towards their wives, to whose care, 
nevertheless, they owe eVery tiling. They are 
handsome both in form and features, and are fond 
of medals and fanciful ornaments, or dresses. Both 
sexes dress nearly alike, in large trowsers, and a 
loose gown fastened round the waist with a silk 
sash. Their heads are usually shaved, and cover- 
ed with a cap decorated with embroidery ; as are 
likewise their boots. 

There is but <one public school in Perm, and 
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that of small repute, and the state of society and 
of edacation m general is at a low ebb ; yet Perm 
is a thriving place, being rich in its proidncial ex- 
ports^ which, from the local situation, must all go 
through the capital. The export of iron is said t6 
equal five millions of poods, which, with six mil- 
lions of, poods of salt, seventy thousand poods of 
copper, seventeen of gold, and two millions and a 
half of coined roubles from Ekatheriiiebourg, form 
no bad criterion for estimating the riches of the 
government. Perm yields a gross revenue of ten 
millions of roubles^ which, on a deduction of seveA 
for its expenses, leaves a net revenue of three mil- 
lions, exactly equalling the copper money and gold 
collected from the sands of Ekatherinebourg. The 
soil is in general good ; com is both cheap and 
abundant, being exported in great quantities. The 
face of the country is generuly level, till nearing 
the Siberian frontiers at the base of the Ural moun- 
tains, which separate Europe from Asia. The im- 
portance of these mountains seems to be little felt 
or understood by the Russian government, though 
there can be no doubt of their contaming sources 
of wealth all but inexhaustible. 

I left Perm on the 8th of July, on one of the 
finest roads in the world. At three miles I pass- 
ed an exceedingly fertile spot, beautifully reflect- 
ed from the dark woods, which skirt it even to the 
horizon. Before reaching the first station, I had 
passed five villages, in a delightful walk, the beauty 
of which did not afterwards diminish, while the 
Kama seemed to travel by my side. The road is 
good as far as Koungour, and the country fertile, 
with hills traversing it in aJl directions. The valleys 
are filled with villages, nursed in the bosom of 
peace, and fed with the abundance of plenty, of 
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which blessings they are not, from their local Bitna^ 
tion, likely to be soon deprived. 

Koungour, formerly the capital of several pro- 
vinces, has now little or nothing to boast of be- 
sides the beauty of its situation. After dinner I 
reached Sabarsk, a village, eighteen ndiles, where I 
put up for the night. It lies in a well-wooded 
country, and whose lands are economized and at- 
tended to in a manner worthy of the disciples of 
Englishmen. Koungour appears to me to be an 
elevated level ; for I consider that the grand base 
of the Ural mountains commences from Perm. 

From Koungour, I reached Souksonm, Demi- 
doff's Zavod, viz. iron works, a large, long, and 
busy place, on the borders of a lake, where is a 
considerable iron manufactory as well as distillery. 
The situation is in a deep hollow, surrounded by 
thickly clad hills of fir. Unlike the people of Kazan, 
I found the inhabitants a churlish race ; but^ being 
in good health and spirits, I took little heed, simply 
showing my passport and open order to the police, 
as a hint for proper treatment. The elders of the 
villages and I were, however, sure to be good 
friends, so long as milk, black bread, and kuas», 
with sometimes soup, were to be purchased. To 
these were added a glass of cordial at the kabak 
or gin-shop, procured gratis by an order from the 
farmer-general, and which latter I divided with my 
friends. 

As I approached the frontiers of Siberia I began 
to give way to groundless, though perhaps natural 
apprehensions; and indeed as I neared such a sup- 
posed scene of cruelty and misery, I became com- 
pletely agitated. Hitherto Providence had pro- 
tected me, but although I felt thankful for the 
past, I could not but be concerned for the future, 
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reasonably donbting how^ where, and when, my 
pilgrimage wonld end. 

Pursuing my route, I reached the sixth station, 
charmed with the beauty of the surrounding sce- 
nery. And if I might judge of the number of its 
inhabitants by the quantity of cultivated land, I 
should say it was one of the most populous, as well 
as finest, spots I had ever seen. Achitskaya Kre- 
post was the next large village, with a good post- 
house. Hence the road turns off to the soulb, to 
the summit of a range of hills, which commanded 
an extensive prospect of a lovely scene, to which 
a slight fall of rain had given increased freshness, 
brilliancy and beauty. I passed a large unemploy- 
ed distillery, the property of the government, as 
indeed are all others on this side of the Ural moun- 
tains, the government having monopolized the sale 
of spirits throughout the European dominions. If 
the mere increase of the public revenue may war« 
rant such a measure, there can be no more said ; 
but whatever may be the direct benefit to the 
treasury, of carrying on business to the amount of 
thirty millions of roubles per annum, its mischievous 
tendency, in enriching a few individuals at the ex- 
pense of as many thousands, is incalculable. By 
farming the distilleries, a system of plunder is prac- 
tically encouraged, while the losers in the long run 
are the poor peasantry, who receive a trash of spirit 
far below the proof, it being to my knowledge 
doubly and trebly watered ; nor can the retailers 
of such stuff get back their money in any other 
manner. 

The situation of vice-governor thus becomes one 
of the greatest value, receiving, in some instances, 
half a million of roubles, or upwards of twenty 
thousand pounds sterling, a-year. Two direct 
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'means of a 'nce-govemor's enriching himself are^ 
the per centage upon every vedro or anker of spi- 
rits sold in the proyince, and a certain sum paid hy 
the retailers for their licenses. By these fJone, a 
▼ice-governor may annually put into his own pock- 
et not less than four hundred thousand roubles. 
It is the duty of a vice-governor to visit the differ- 
ent distilleries and kabaks, or gin-shops, to ascer- 
tain whether the spirits be adulterated : having al- 
ready received his bribe from the farmer-genend of 
the province, he of course finds no fault. The \bU 
ter of these gentlemen then makes his own visit, 
to examine whether the retailers have not still more 
adulterated it than was allowed in the first in- 
stance ; the affirmative is a matter of course, but, 
ou a division of the spoils, no fault is found. Last- 
ly, comes the secretary or clerk of the farmer-ge- 
neral, who finds the spirit still further adulterated, 
and who^ having in his hands the power of punish- 
ment, even to the withdrawing of the license^ be- 
comes a participator of the last spoils. To make 
up these immense subductions^ another and an- 
other portion of water is added to the spirit, all of 
which is valued to the poor peasant as genuine. 
The oppression, before heavy enough, is thus dou- 
bled upon him, as the weaker the spirit the more 
he finds it necessary to consume. This system of 
robbery is mainly owing to the palpably inefficient 
provision made by the government for officers of 
all ranks, who are thus tempted to seek by indirect 
means a compensation for their services. 

Krasnoufinsk, which I reached next, is situated 
in a fertile valley, at the foot of two peaked moun- 
tains. It is a scattered and ill-built place, but in 
a fine productive country, and from the top of the 
mountains commands an extensive view of the 



KRASNOUFINSK. 91 

river Ufa, meandering from one side of the hori- 
zon to the other, bnt generally Immersed in one 
continuoos fog. The town is frequently over- 
flowed, and thence, doubtless, is considered un- 
healthy. The establishment is new, for the old 
ostrog, or advanced fortress^ is still kept up, to 
oppose any possible incursion of their southern 
neighbours. 

A deputation of the inhabitants waited upon 
me, to request I would remain a couple of days, 
to be present at a dinner to be given in honour of 
the first Englishman who had visited the place. I 
felt the compliment nationally, but thought best 
to decline it, as perfectly unmerited by the indivi- 
dual, independently of my anxiety to get forward ; 
and therefore returned to Achitskaya Krepost; 
thence to Bisserskaya Krepost, over eighteen miles 
of uncultivated country, after which I gently as- 
cended a considerable elevation into the bosom of 
the Ural mountains, where not a vestige of culti- 
vation exists besides young firs and birch. The 
air was exceedingly cold on the summit. At noon 
I stopped at the last European station, called Kir- 
gishantsky Elrepost, and at the last European re- 
sidence, where I dined. The good people had re- 
solved I should not leave this paramount quarter 
of the globe with any trace of dissatisfiEUstion, as 
young children continually presented me with wild 
strawberries and cream ; the strawberries were of 
an excellent flavour, and it is the custom of these 
poor people to present the traveller with such 
fruit during the season. I received the present, 
standing with one foot in Asia and the other in 
Europe, surrounded on all sides by lofty moun- 
tains, covered, however, with nothing but brush- 
wood. 
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In the evening I reached the first station in 
Asia, called Groborskoy, a post-town ; and next 
day, with a stout heart, descended the Siberian 
part of the Ural chain to Belimbaiefsky Zavod, 
or iron-foundery, on the banks of the Tschnsova, 
where there are many handsome buildings. Early 
the ensuing morning I reached Ekatherinebonrg, 
having passed in safety the mighty barriers which 
divide Europe from Asia. The ascent and de- 
scent are so nearly imperceptible, that, were it not 
for the precipitous banks everywhere to be seen, 
the traveller would hardly suppose he had crossed 
a range of hills. As far as this frontier town of 
Siberia, I had travelled through' one continued 
forest of pine-trees, and for twenty miles nothing 
met the eye but fire*wood, grown for the use of 
the imperial fabrics. 

On reaching the Asiatic side of the Ural chain, 
I could not help remarking that the inhabitants of 
all the villages were much more civil, more hos- 
pitable, and more cleanly dressed ; and in no one 
instance would they accept of money for the food 
I had occasion to procure. I never entered a cot- 
tage but shtshee (a cabbage soup), with meat, milk, 
ajid breads were immediately placed before me un- 
asked ; nor could any entreaty of mine induce 
them to receive a higher reward than a pipe of to- 
bacco or a glass of vodka (whisky). In short, to 
prevent uselessly troubling the inhabitants, I was 
obliged to consign my nearly exhausted purse to 
the care of my knapsack, renouncing the hackneyed 
and unsocial custom of paying for food. Another 
remark which attends the traveller on quitting Eu- 
rope, is the &ct of his leaving the land of oak, not 
a vestige of that tree being visible, I believe, in 
Asia. The sable is, however, met with, an ani- 
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mal which is never found to the westward of the 
Ural chain of monntains. It is alsp confid^tly 
asserted, that mice taken from one side to the 
other will not survive ; thus, nightingales in De- 
vonshire, sahles in America, or martins in Asia, 
are, I helieve, looked for as snow in Equatorial 
.^^ca. 

Among other proofs of their civility, or rather 
of the interest which Russians take in foreigners, 
as well as the means they have of making them- 
selves understood, one very strong one occurred 
tome in a small village. I had learned so much 
of the language as to know that hchorosho is the 
Russian word for welly but not that kchtido was 
the translation for had. My host being a good 
fiort of a blunt fellow, was discoursing upon the 
impropriety of travelling as I did. As I could not 
comprehend him, I was impatient to go ; but he 
persisted in detaining me till he had made me un- 
derstand the meaning of hchudo. My extreme 
stupidity offered a powerful barrier to his design ; 
but a smart slap on one cheek and a kiss on the 
other, followed by the words kchudo and kclioro' 
shoy soon cured my dulness^ and I laughed heart- 
ily in spite of this mode of instruction. 

Ekatherinebourg is the key of Siberia, and henee 
a post at which passports are most rigorously ex- 
amined. Yet, on making known my intention to 
stop at the house of a Mr Major, an Englishman, 
and an officer in the College of Mines, I was not 
only permitted to pass, but, in Mr Major's ab- 
sence, another lodging was procured me. This 
was in the dwelling of a Mr Mohr, a low plod- 
ding German, of whom there are too many in Eka- 
therineboui^. It is a well-built city, founded by 
Catherine, near the source of the Izet, containing 
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fifteen thousand inbabitants. There k a large fin* 
bricy belonging to the Emperor, for polishing and 
preparing vases, nms, slabs, and the like, as well 
as ta deposit selections of mineralogy and precious 
stones for the formation of cabinets. There are 
also numerous large iron and copper founderies in^ 
the neighbourhood of Ekatherineboui^, the latter 
of which supply the mint of the city with metal 
for coining three millions of copper roubles an«i 
nually. . The coin is badly executed, being chip-; 
ped and cracked the first moment it is issued, nor 
is the metal better; and no care is taken to select 
or recoin any of this wretched money. The cop-, 
per mines are near three hundred miles distant 
from the city ; yet here the metal is worked up 
into ingots, heated, barred, cut, rounded, cleaned,] 
and stamped; and, lastly, they may be said to 
barely pay the salaries of the officers and pea- 
sants. 

Near the city the river is dammed up, so as to 
form a sort of lake for the washing of the sand 
which produces the gold ; and close to it is the 
department for smelting that costly metal. This 
is produced from the gold mines of Berezofsky, 
distant twelve miles; the quantity produced is, 
however, small. The moment a fine specimen of 
pure gold is discovered, it makes its way into the 
cabinet of some private individual, and such spe- 
cimens are neither few in number, nor their in- 
trinsic value small. It is justified on the usual 
ground of the insufBcient remuneration of the offi- 
cers, and at present may be considered as a fair 
and natural means of the support of government ; 
for the salaries of officers and men, so far from 
having been increased since the days of Peter the 
Great and Catherine, have in reality been reduced 
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three fourths. Then the goyemment paid in W/- 
ver roables (3s. 4d. sterling) ; but now in paper^ 
the current value of which is 9^d. When the in- 
creased value of provisions, and of all other arti- 
cles, is considered in proportion with what they 
were fifty and one hundred years ago, it is only 
fair to put such pilfering to the account of neces- 
sity, rather than to that of depravity. Lest in this 
part of my narrative I may be misinterpreted, I 
think it but candid and just to tell my readers, 
that, whatever bribery and corruption exist in the 
Russian empire, I do not think they exceed that 
of more civilized (as they are termed) countries 
Kissing goes by ravour in every quarter of the 
globe, but I do not think extortion in Russia pro- 
ceeds so much from avarice as from necessity ; the 
latter has no law nor rule to curb it, and, when 
backed by an unfeigned and unlimited hospitality, 
surely the crime is sunk in the necessity of the 
case. In the midst of an abundance of natural 
wealth, it is true the peasant gets but very little 
reward for very hard work ; but as all compulsive 
labour is reluctantly and badly performed, so that 
in cold and dreary mines might be expected to be 
of all others, performed the worsts and the least 
rewarded. Six thousand fine young men are em- 
ployed in this occupation firom mom till night 
through all seasons ; and to sustain, certainly not 
to reward this, receive a daily allowance of two 
pounds of black bread, with a suit of clothes and 
a sum amounting to 13s. 6d. sterling yearly : what- 
ever they acquire beyond this must be by disho- 
nest means. These six thousand individuals pro- 
duce annually from the mines and sands about 
seventeen poods of gold^ and ten of silver, the 
united value of which is certainly under L.30|000 
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flterliog ; so that the clear annual profit to the go« 
vemment of each of these able-bodied men, after 
even these insufficient means of livelihood, cannot 
exceed 20s. a-head. Bat for the imperious neces- 
sity of procuring a continued coinage, in order to 
support the immense circulating medium, it may 
be supposed that the Russian goyemment could 
not hesitate for a moment to enfranchise these 
peasant slaves ; as their contribution to the reve-i 
nue, in the way of direct taxation, would infinite- 
ly exceed the paltry profit accruing from their co- 
ercive labour ; — ^to say nothing of the lai^e pro- 
portion which must be deducted for the expenses 
of an establishment requiring so great a number of 
officers, and probably of costly implements. 

At Ekatherinebourg, at the table of the amiable 
chief, I met a Mr Roper, an Englishmaui employ- 
ed in the mines. After dinner we visited the beds 
of gold sand. They seemed about six feet deep. 
The governor appeared to me too sanguine of the 
results, which can never authorize the employment 
of such fine young lads in the everlasting washing^ 
of the sands, with their feet constantly in water. 

From the gold beds I visited the mines of Be- 
rezofsky, the principal working one of which, a 
hundred and sixty feet of perpendicular depth, I 
descended. My access was, as in other mine9> by 
the staircase, preferring that mode of descent to 
the more usual one in this place, of being let down 
by the basket. I saw nothing to remark in the 
nature or plan of the employment, though I could 
not but regret that the operators were not, as in 
South America, criminals, but peasants belonging 
to the imperial crown. The produce of the mines 
is in the proportion of one guinea's worth of pure 
gold for every four thousand pounds weight of 
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earth. Ninety-six zolotniks are equal to a pound, 
and three zolotniks of gold are produced from each 
hundred poods of earth ; so that, even allowing 
forty pounds sterling for every pound of gold; the 
utmost yalne of every one hundred poods of earth 
cannot exceed twenty-five shillings. The sum of 
the matter is, that his Imperial Majesty gets five 
thousand pounds sterling annually from the em- 
ployment of six thousand men, deducting only the 
payment of his officers, a diminution which, it will 
be allowed, is not great So small indeed is the 
return from the establishment of Ekatherinebourgy 
that I did not think it inappropriate to say to one 
of the chief officers, who had asked my opinion^ 
that, were it not for the three millions of copper 
roubles which the government gained, the whole 
establishment deserved the air of farther Siberia ; 
instead of copper, it shoidd produce silver, roubles, 
BO inexhaustible are the riches of the place. 
' The magnificent iron establishment belonging to 
the Yakovleff family, is much better deserving of 
attentioq. Six thousand peasants are attached to 
it, and at present employed in making bar iron fot 
the fair of Nishney Novgorod, iron plates for co- 
vering houses, cast-iron utensils of various kinds, 
steam-iBngines, and immense quantities of cutlery, 
not forgetting the iron images for worship, all fi- 
nished in a neat and solid manner. The build* 
ings appertaining to this establishment are equally 
extensive and substantial ; and the situation of the 
overseer, who is a peasant, is wiprth two thousand 
pounds per annum I The villages of the peasantry 
are well built, and much liberality is evident in 
every part of the concern, which is as profitable as 
creditable to the proprietor, whose character stands 
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▼ery faigh; affording no small counter proof how 
much the imperial works are neglected, while those 
of the individual are protected, encouraged^ and 
industriously persevered in. 

I have already said that Ekatherinehourg is a 
well-built city. It indeed abounds in public edi* 
fices, bazars, and churches, and is regularly laid 
out in streets ; but the inhabitants generally, even 
those who may be styled opulent, are bandsmenj 
inther to the government, or to private individuals. 
The greatest proportion of these are Raskolnicks, 
who some time ago sent one of their own body to 
purchase permission to build a church for the free 
exercise of their own abominable tenets. The 
sealous missianaty was also charged with four hun- 
dred thousand roubles to make good his way ; but 
neither missionary, nor license, nor money, have 
been since heard of. This conduct, I should think, 
might be expected from such zealous and intole^ 
ra7UunUaria$is of faith ; for whether Greek, Ca* 
tholic, Protestant, or Methodist, it is one and the 
same thing — he who attempts to interfere with 
an established religion is no tolerant but a bigot, 
and what are the most civilized part of the com- 
munity about ? 

Quitting Ekatherinehourg, I directed my steps 
towards Tobolsk, gratified Siat I had already en- ~ 
tered Siberia. After ten miles of pleasant walk- 
ing I reached the hospitable habitation of Mr Ma- 
jor, where I passed a:* couple of days in an agree- 
able manner^ wit]| his wife and three daughters, 
£ne young women, and either of them sufficiently 
beautiful to arrest the progress of a Siberian tra- 
veller. Having no time to fall in love, I took, at 
parting with the ladies, advantage of the Russian 
custom, which permitted my kissing their hands, 



KAMISHLOFF. 1^9 

while they at the same time honoured me by sa- 
Iniing my cheek. 

I reached the second station late m the evening, 
and next day, remarking with pleasure the clean- 
liness and good-nature of the inhabitants, reached 
Kamishloff. Kaminsky^ a useless cannon-foundery, 
lay in my way. The road is everywhere excel- 
lent, over low, swampy, yet well-wooded ground. 
Kamishloff is a pretty little town on the banks of 
the Pyshma, a river but little used, by reason of 
some falls. There are two thousand inhabitants, 
enjoying a somewhat flourishing carrying trade. I 
received the kindest attentions from the town-ma« 
jor (a young militaire, who had been severely 
wounded in the Russian or Napoleon campaigns), 
and from the inspector-general, who was then go* 
ing his rounds. Kamishloff is the last station in 
the government of Perm ; a government I felt as 
Kttle regret at quitting, as I had fear of entering 
upon my return^ it is a place most unfortunately 
situated — ^between Europe and Asia, dvilization 
and semi-barbarism — in short, between vice and 
virtue. To Tumen, the first station, are thirty-six^ 
and to the second twenty-six, versts-^thirty-five 
miles in all. The country appeared well cultiva- 
ted, upon a soil of black moidd. The third sta- 
tion of twenty-five, and the fourth of twenty-eighty 
versts — another thirty-five miles, I cleared in good 
time; but with a somewhat awkward indication 
of ulcers on my feet ; a malady, according to my 
system, very easily and cheaply^ to be remedied in 
Siberia. At the last station, a small Tartar vil- 
lage, I was regaled with pork, bread, and eg^, at 
free cost, no purse being necessary among these 
Tartars. I partook of the wholesome fare a la 
Tartare^ shaking hands first with the host, and re- 
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ceiling his blessing of '< Peace be with you V* then 
squatting on my hams like the rest of the compa* 
ny. On the l^ird day I reached Tumen^ after near 
forty miles' walking. The town-major kindly re- 
ceived and lodged me in his house. 

Tumen is a city of some consideration, and, from 
its local situation, enjoys a considerable trade with 
the fair of Irbit, as well as to the south-west and 
soutib-east of it. Its population is said to consist 
of eight thousand, occupied mostly in the prepara- 
tion and export of timber, tallow, hides, and em- . 
broidery. It is situated on the banks of the Toura. 
It owes its celebrity to Yermak, who discovered 
and conquered the greater part of Siberia. The 
environs of the city are fine pastures and com 
lands. With this advantage of soil, added to that, 
of its being a dep6t, or cbancellary, as it is called^ 
of the Russian American Company, for the receipt 
and transportation of their goods, as well as to en- 
list volunteers, it may be said Tumen is a place of 
considerable promise. The banks of the Toura 
are steep, and the current n^id. The country, 
round is pc^ulous, and more than ordinary indus- 
try is everywhere observable. 

Having crossed a miserable bridge, t reached 
the first station from Tumen, fifteen miles, where 
I put up for the night. It was, indeed, a wretch-^ 
ed place ; but I shall remember it, as affording a 
specimen of the proficiency I had made in the 
Russian language. Upon my arrival I demanded 
the name of the place, and was answered, as I had 
often been, Malaya Deteoenya^ which I interpret- 
ed litde reventee. In the present case such a name 
seemed, indeed, peculiarly appropriate, for certain- 
ly the place appeared too poor to contribute any 
very efficient support to the resources of the em- 
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pire. The frequency of the reply, however, in- 
duced me here to make inquiry, and I discovered 
my error, the nature of which, however it abash- 
ed me at the time, places me in very respectable 
company — no less tnan that of the jusAy cdebta* 
ted and learned Dr Clarke, who was eternally 
crossing the river Protok^ apparently ignorant that 
the Protok means neither more nor less than the 
hrarwh of a river. 

The second and third stations lay on the banks 
of the Toura, running through a highly cultivated 
and pleasant country, with immense herds of cattle 
scattered in every direction, and the inhabitants 
civil, polite, and hospitable in proportion to their 
wealth. During the latter part of this walk, I had 
followed the custom of the place, the same as that 
in Spain, where I have often wandered with the 
muleteers, viz. that of sleeping in the open air. 
They are, indeed, a set of merry, happy fellows — 
hail fellow well met, this way or that, rain or 
shine, hot or cold, nothing comes cross whUe the 
beasts can get good fodder, and the moon does not 
shine in their eyes. A good fire serves at once to 
cook the provisions, drive away the mosquitoes, 
or keep off cold. 

The following day I reached the fifth station, 
thirty-five miles. Here are a few dirty huts in a 
low marshy country. I had crossed the Toura by 
a miserable ferry; the breadth of the river two 
hundred yards, and the rate three or three and 
a-half knots per hour. To the eighth station is 
still a low country, almost immdated from the late 
heavy rains, which have done so much damage, 
that the village of Lepofeky has been completely 
washed away. With the river Toura constantly 
at my side, and the rain almost incessant, I reach* 
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ed the tenth station ; and thence to Toboleic, where 
I amFed, half drowned and famistied, at three in 
the afternoon. I had encountered considerable 
difficulty in crossing the Irtish, in consequence of 
the rapidity of the fresh. The yiew of the city 
and ancient forta'ess, on arriving from the west- 
ward, is very fine, standing on a considerable emi- 
nence which oyerhangs the mer and lower city. 

Upon my arrival, I searched out the abode of 
Mr Eosing, son-in-law to th6 governor, and bro- 
ther-in-law to my late kind host, Mr Berg, of 
Perm. The family were all at the governor's, but 
receiving a note from me, they kindly invited me 
to dinner ; my situation, however, rendered this 
impossible^ as I was all but naked. My second 
apology brought the host himself, who ordered me 
every accommodation I needed. In the evening, 
the whole party visited me from the govemor*s, 
observing with much kindness on the delay of my 
▼isit, and adding the proverb of Mahomet and the 
mountain. I gave myself up to the enjoyment of 
this delightful company, and of my pipe and a glass 
of punch, and could have fancied myself anywhere 
rather than at Tobolsk. 

Formerly this was the capital of all Siberia, af- 
terwards of a province, but now of western Sibe- 
ria ; a governor-general residing in it, whose juris- 
diction comprises that of Tomsk and Omsk, while 
Irkutsk has also a governor-general, who rales 
Irkutsk, Yenisseisk, Yakutsk, Okhotsk, and Kamt- 
chatka. Tobolsk is a large and ancient city, at 
the junction of the Tobol and Irtish, two noble 
streams, which, falling into the Ob, assume its 
same, and are, with it, ultimately lost in the Frozen 
Ocean. The inhabitants are estimated at twenty 
thousatid; composed of Russians, Tartars^ and Bu- 
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charians. A considerable trade is still carried on 
with China, and Tobolsk may be said to supply 
all Central and Western Siberia. It has, however, 
lost much by the change of route, which formerly 
led through the city ; by which change the cara- 
vans have disused it as a halting-place on their 
way to. farther Siberia, and on theh* return, the 
straight road being from Tumen to Tara. 

Tobolsk IB the see of an archbishop, who has 
jurisdiction over all Siberia. It has many hand- 
some churches, but ^fortunately) no convents ; the 
streets are paved with wood, and in general the 
buildings are of the same material. The markets 
and bazars are well r^ulated, and the town in 
general is very clean. The residences of the arch- 
bishop, governor-general, and principal officers, as 
well as the barracks, arsenal, and all public offices, 
are in the upper part of the city. The position is 
a most commanding one, a matter of no slight con- 
sideration in those times, when convicts were kept 
in the lower town. Numerous large flodcs of cat- 
tle are seen in the neighbourhood of Tobolsk: 
provisions are cheap and abundant ; bread thirty- 
six pounds for a shilling, and the same quantity 
of meat for three ; and hospitality eminently pro- 
verbial. But what is, perhaps, more remarkable, 
very good sodety is to be enjoyed here, and the 
strongest features of content are displayed in this 
hitherto supposed metropolis of barbarism and 
cruelty. 

The truth is, that Tobolsk is not a place where 
convicts or malefactors are allowed to remain, but 
people who are exiled from political causes only ; 
the principal part of whom are officers, who have 
still the privilege of appearing in public, without 
the loss of either rank, fortune^ or even character. 
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The goTernor has it in his power to be&iend any 
individual, himself becoming responsible for his ap- 
pearance when necessary ; and as no govemment 
transports or banishes foolsy Tobolsk may very 
well be, from this circumstance, a highly civilized 
and eligible place of residence. Malefactors and 
bad subjects are sent to Tomsk and Nertchinsk. 

I visited the celebrated fortress built by Yermak, 
the discoverer and conqueror of Siberia. Several 
old swords, muskets, and the like, are deposited 
here, which for size and weight might vie with 
the more famous sword in Dumbarton Castle. I 
also attended an examination at the public military 
and the provincial schools on the Lancasterian 
system. The children seemed to have made con- 
siderable proficiency in the first rudiments; the 
schools, however, are yet in their infancy, though 
nearly one thousand boys attend. It was, indeed, 
gratifying to a patriotic heart, to see the institu- 
tions of Old England adopted in the heart of Si- 
beria — an adoption equally honourable to us and 
creditable to Alexander. 

The view of the surrounding coi;ntry from the 
residence of the governor is really sublime, pre- 
serving still its ancient wild magnificence. In 
front are the noble Irtish and Tobol, joining thek 
waters from the east and south, and continuing 
their united course through the black and impe- 
netrable forests, till lost on the verge of the horizon. 
The numerous pasture lands on the opposite bank 
of the river, with here and there a smoking chim- 
ney, enliven the scene, and render the place, with 
all its surrounding but distant deserts, a really en. 
viable retreat. Immediately under the eye is the 
river and lower town, with its regularly intersect- 
ing streets ; all these afford ocular demonstration 
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that Tobokk ib far from being a dull place ; yet^ 
even in summer, the situation is very cold and 
bleak, being in the latitude of near 59^, and the 
thermometer, during winter, at times falling as low 
as 40o and 42^ of Reaumur ; while, on the other 
hand, it is not always free from the opposite un- 
pleasantness of extreme heat. 

The climate of the province, generally speaking, 
is inhospitable, no part but the southern producing 
grain. The soil is chiefly marl and chalk, except 
to the north, which is covered with immense tracts 
of sand. The wood is for the most part stunted 
in its growth, and such is the poverty of this pror 
vince, which contains more than a million of souls^ 
that the government receives from it but three 
millions of roubles net revenue, or one hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds sterling. Its extent is 
immense, being from the latitude of 50^ to the 
Frozen Sea, and near one thousand miles in width. 
The northern districts are inhabited by Samoiedes 
and Ostiaks, a wild, barbarous race, who live by 
fishing and hunting, enduring all the rigours of 
winter, sometimes even without fuel. Fishing is 
also an active pursuit at Tobolsk, near two thou- 
sand people being employed upon the Irtish and 
Tobol. The practice is to ascend the streams be- 
fore the winter commences, catching and drying 
the fish as they go, and returning to the dty with 
the breaking up of the ice. This employment, be- 
sides providing for the maintenance of those en- 
gaged in it, yields a very remunerating profit. The 
embroidery of muslins is also brought to consider- 
able perfection at Tobolsk, introduced originally 
by the daughters of exiled- officers, who had felt 
the deprivation of their former means of subsist- 
ence ; and it is now the prevailing fashion among 
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the ladies. The poorer classes, howeyer, are in* 
dolenty and will seldom work beycmd what is im<* 
mediately necessary for the procurement of food ; 
and this may in part accomit for their suffering 
some of the richest and most beantifal lands in the 
world, on the banks of the Irtbh, and towards the 
Chinese frontiers, to lie waste, while they prefer 
the deserts and forests of the north. To this in- 
ducement, however, mast be added that of obsti- 
nacy and false pride, and, perhaps, some portion 
of laudable attachment to their native city, which 
is termed the grand and ancient capital of all Si* 
beria, and which has been the scene of achieve*. 
mentSy equal, if not superior, to those of Cortez. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Brief History of Western Siberia and of its conqaeror 
Yermak — Imalak— Ingeary — ^Eaminski — Kamisarl^^ 
l8faim.^Tusnabolova — Toukalinsk-— Omsk — The Kir- 
guise— Calmucks^-Jdiezinskaya—Yamisheisk — Po)ra* 
noyarsk — Ubinsk — . Uvarova — Alexandrofsk— Bouk- 
tounna--.Kni8nojar8k — Maloi Narymsk — Chinese Fron- 
tier-^Thelrtish — Ustkamenegorsk — Ismayelova — Neigh, 
bourhood of the Kolyvan — Rahnank£u~.Bamaoule-^ 
Tomsk — Eioff — ^Krasnochinsky — Bagota— ^tchinsk-^ 
KiasnojaJHk" ■ Kanskft. Tngaahe— J>?iahney Udinakp.^. 
kutsk. 

ThE' early histoiy of this part of the world is in- 
volved ia much obscurity, little being known of it 
prior to the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
when the celebrated Yermak became at once the 
discoverer and conqueror of Western Siberia. He 
had originally been the leader of a numerous and 
well-organized banditti, who committed great and 
distressful ravages on the rivers Don and Volga, 
but which were put an end to after the victories of 
Ivan Basilovitch over the Tartars of Kazan and 
Astrakan, when he devoted his attention to the 
peaceable establishment of his dominions. Yer- 
mak was thus compelled to fly, and sought refuge 
in the north, on the banks of the Kama, where the 
family of Strogonoff had a factory for the puipose 
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of barter wilii the Siberians. The conduct of our 
hero proved so unlike that of a freebooter, that 
Strogonoff, during the winter of 1577, provided 
him with necessaries to subsist his men, and with 
arms and ammunition to make an incursion upon 
the Siberians. 

The first campaign was in the summer of 1578. 
Yermak had from six to seven thousand men with 
him ; but, through his ignorance of the route and 
want of guides, winter closed in upon him almost 
before the commencement of the campaign. His 
route lay along the tCama to the entrance of the 
river Silvar, where he passed the winter in a small 
town still named after him. 

In the spring of 1579, Yermak returned to 
Strogonoff^s establishment, where he received a 
fresh supply of arms, including a set of colours 
ornamented with images after l£e Russian custom. 
In the summer he resumed his operations, availing 
himself of the little rivers Tchsusovaya and Sere- 
branka ; the latter of which brought him to the 
ipoint whence it was necessary to proceed by land. 
He was soon, however, again obliged to winter in 
what is termed a krepost, or wooden fortress ; his 
forces, meantime, were hat diminishing by sidmesB 
and constant skirmishes. 

In 1580 he continued his progress along the 
little rivers Barancha and Jouraslik, where his 
forces were reduced to one thousand six hundred 
and fifty men. With these he sailed down the 
Tagili, and reached the town now called Tou- 
rinsk, and there defeated the Tartar prince 
Epantchy. On the 1st of August he reached 
Tsaugy, now Tumen, on the banks of the Toura, 
of which he took possession, and fixed his winter 
quarters, with only one thousand five hundred fol- 
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lowdn^ biit inured U^hagdMj^niKaBtamed t6 Ho^ 
toiy, 9tad putting implioit faith m tbek leadiBr. 
; The spring of 1581 was marked by two victories 
oyer the Tartar prince Mahomed Ko«L Yermak 
then marched along the Tobol till he reached the 
Irtish) the centre of Koutchom Khan's dominions. 
His forces were now reduced to five hondred men ; 
yet with these he resolved to conquer or to die. 
On the 23d October a bloody conflict took place 
between the armies, when Koutchom Khan and the 
Prince Meneik Koul were entirely defeated, and 
Barrowly escaped being made prisoners. Hn 
scene of action was at ie junction of the ToIm4 
and the Irtish, the site of the present city of To« 
bolsk. Yennak instantly directed his march againsi 
Sibit, the capital of the Tartars^ distant twelve 
miles ; and on the 26th October entered it in tOn 
vmph, received the oath of allegianoe of his new 
subjects, and, fromi the head of a banditti, became 
a sovereign prince^ The ritilation of Yermak wa8»^ 
however, by no means enriable. He resdlved* 
therefo^ to make a tender of his conquests and 
fdrdier services to the Tsar. Accordingly, on the 
22d December, he dispatched his confident, the 
Ataman Klotsoflf, te Moscow, with the newii and 
message. Klotsoff was received with every dfri 
nunstntioii of j«y ; and *pe;»l "«)« ^ «y«l fc* 
vour were conferred upon the hero and his com* 
paoions^ together with a general pardon for past 
offiBnoes. Yermak himself was honoured with two 
rich coats of armour, a silver cup, and a for cloak 
which the Taar himsdf had worn ; the last being 
then cooaidered the greatest mark of distinction in 
Eussia. 

Yermak, meanwhile^ was not idle. Leaving a 
fttt of his bsdmU force to gacriaoA and protect Sibix^ 
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which seems to have given name to all the Asialie 
part of the Russian empire, he, with the assistance 
of his favonrite, Briazga, extended his conquests 
to the countries of the Ostiaks and Vi^uls, near 
to Samaroff and Tahannsk. 

In the sequel, Yermak undertook an expedition 
for the purpose of subjugating the surrounding ter« 
ritories, and annihilating the remainder of the 
Khan's followers. Attended by three hundred 
Cossacks of the Don, he reached the settlement 
called Ambaahou; but here he received information 
which induced him to retrace his steps towards the 
new capital* He reached in safety a canal which 
had been cut by his directions as a species of de- 
fence, as well as for the shortening of the commu- 
nication ; and h^re he passed the last night of his 
extraordinary career. 

The inclemency of the weather, the fotigaes they 
had imdergone, and the apparent security of the 
situation, all operated to plunge the party in ]»o- 
found sleep ; even the guard was overcome : when 
Koutchom £^han, who had, cautiously and unob- 
served, followed and watched his enemy, fell upon 
'them sword in hand. Never was a scene of great-, 
er tumult, or a night victory more complete than 
that gained by the Tartars ; and YermiJ^'s whole 
party, with the exception of himself and one man, 
were cut to pieces, finding all lo^t, Yermak fled 
to the river, and, in attempting to jump into a boat, 
fell into the water and was drowned; the weight 
of his armour preventing his swimming. Thus 
perished, after seven years of constant warfare, this 
enterprising and valuable leader, in the night be- 
tween the 5th and 6th of August, 1584k Accords 
ing to tradition, his body was afterwards found and 
\mneA near the promontory, of ^ Bagieahefak, undeir 
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a large fir-tree, not isr from the Irtisl^ near i^bich 
a cross is erected. 

For a while the Russian empire in Siberia was 
at an end, as the remains of a small band, which 
had been left as a garrison at jSibir, together with 
the single individiifd who had survived the late, 
conflict, and told the mournful tale, evacuated the 
fortress, and returned to Russia. The court of 
Muscovy were not long, howeyer, before they re^ 
newed tneir designs upon the conquest of Siberia. 
The intestine commotions and divisions of the Tar- 
tar princes, who were asserting their relative inde- 
pendence, offered the .best prospects .of success ; 
and many of the Tartars were pleased with the 
conduct of the Russians, and perfectly disposed to 
join them against Koutchom Khan, who was dis- 
liked for his intolerant zeal in propagatii^ the Ma^ 
homedan faith. . A body of three hundred Russians 
accordingly penetrated to the Toura without oppo- 
sition, bmU the fort of the Tumen, and there wait^ 
ed for reinforcements. The subjugation of Tobolsk: 
and Tara followed ; and fortresses were there also 
established. In the short space of a century, the 
whole of Siberia, from Europe to the Eastern 
Ocean, and from the Frozen Sea to the Chinese, 
frontiers, was annexed to the Russian empire. 
New tQwns were built, colonies were planted, and 
settlements establiBhed in the most distant parts. 
Those tribes of Tartars who were not readily re^ 
ducible to obedience, were. at once exterminated; 
and something like the same merciless cruelty 
which characterised the Spaniards in South Ame- 
rica, was practised in Siberia. Mui^ more would 
have been done, and the Russtans would no doubt 
have had possession of all Mongolia, had not .the 
jealousy of the Chinese interfered 
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Tbe fiittsiuiB had extended tlieir tbint for 
minion along the banks of the Amour, aiid were 
contmuing their subjugation of the .Tnngounan 
tribee, when they encountered the Chinese, wha 
were drawn thither by the same object. Frcmi 
jealousy of each other's conquests, these two great 
powers became involved in a war about the year 
168(^ and the fortresses on the Amour became al- 
ternately the pr^p^y of each, as the chances of 
war dictated. At length, however, the Clunese 
power prevailed, and, at a peace in 1689, the Rus* 
sians ceded a considerable territory,'together with 
fhe navigation of the Amour. The value of tlusf 
river, at that time unknown, has been fully seem 
since the discovery of Kamtchatka and its ad- 
jacent islands,. as well as the proximity of ccmti-. 
aental America, and the archipelago of islands be^ 
tween. This ceded territory, and «dier valuable 
poiato, Russia has never since been able to regain^ 
as, with Httle exception, the two oountiies hav« 
lemained at peace ; and thus doses the histcNry o§ 
S&eria, till the discovery and conquest of the pe-<: 
Binsula of Kamtchatka, which took place in the 
eaify part of the eighteenth century. 

The above history is in the naain a translation 
of a biographical notice, attached to the profile of 
Yermak, on a huge map, which was presented to 
me by my excellent friend the governor of Tobolsk. 
A part cMf it is also to be found in Coxe's account 
of Russian Discoveries. 

To return to my journey, for whidi I had been 
pr^aring during ^e three days I was in Tobolsk, 
by getting a new leathern water-proof km^sack, 
and delib^ting the route to be pursued. I felt 
anxious to get on as fast as possible, but yet so as 
not to miss meeljbg the govemor'-geBeFal, .who, L 
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wm iitfbrmed, was on his way to Tobolsk, but not 
by the direct road, bis excellency taking Kolyvan 
and Omsk in his way. It was therefore determi- 
ned that I should go first to Omsk,' and follow the 
•Irtish as far as the Chinese frontiers ; and thence, 
•to return by the same river, and proceed to the 
mines of Kolyvan, where it was to be hoped I 
might arrive in time to meet Mr Speranski, tke 
governor-general. In furtherance of my design, 
the governor supplied me with a Cossack, and an 
order for horses, if I should deem them necessary^ 
as well as an open order for all assistance to be 
rendered me, not only in his government, but as 
far as the capital of the. next ; his power being im- 
derstood to extend from capital, to capital. 

I bade adieu to Tobolsk, with a grateful remem- 
brance of the kindness I had experienced ; and, in 
company with my young Cossack, pursued the 
road to Omsk. It is npt a good one. The coim- 
try residences of the governor and archbishop were 
on ike right, as also a large monastery, which I 
.had visited three days before on the occasion of a 
•fete ; but the country generally possesses very little 
of interest. At twelve miles I. passed a second 
monastery, romantically situated, and upon the 
road to it, many hundreds of people coming from 
their annual visit to the Virgin, to whom it is de- 
dicated ; her ladyship having, during the. week, 
presented herself at Tobolsk to receive her rentsL 
At sixteen miles. I reached the village of Imalak, 
overhanging the Irtish, which, dividing, forms an 
island, and in such a manner as to present a double 
serpentine ' view. The extent of territory seen 
from the elevated banks is astonishing andbeautir- 

I descended the mountain by a steep and dan- 

k2 
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geroiis road, theft feiried over the Lrtidh, pasong 
ifarovgh a large Tartar yilkge, sitaated in a fine 
pastwre, with some rye com, and reached the 8e»- 
cond station en the lof^ bank of the Irtish. I 
foand the cottages neat and clean, and the inhabi- 
tants comfortable, hospitable, and contented ; with- 
out hope or expectation of reward for their hoq[^ 
taHty to me. Thence to Berezofska the country 
appears more cultivated and pleasing, with a good 
deal of fine wood in the yalieys. Thence to the 
Tartar Tillage of Ingeary, on the banks of the Var 
gay, when I enibesred a considerable tract of their 
lands, near seventy miles in ^ctent, but withoot a 
-nngle Russian inhabitant. These Tartars are of 
the Bashkire race. I could not help obserriag the 
-perfect cleanliness af their houses, the eivility of 
ttte people, and the good economy of their lands. 
I slept most contentedly in these dwellings ; feed- 
ing upon milk and cake8> but seldom tasted anif- 
mal food. 

The dress of the Tartar women is light, if root 
neat ; being merely a plain white shift, with a saak 
round the waist to support the bosmn ; besides iIub 
they hare not a vestige of apparel, except the 
han^erehief on the head. The young girls had 
the hair plaited and hanging down like the Biscay- 
girls, or brought up under the left arm, and fesfeenh 
«d to the fore part of the sluft by a riband. Suck 
is the simple summer dress ; the winter, or gafat 
4Mie, is, however, more tawdry. Thenr features 
appear delicate, but their limbs ave string, and 
weir coD^lexion very dark. 

At Karaenski I quitted the great Siboian roac^ 
not kr from Tara, passing several neat Tartar tM»> 
lages, whose white plastered chimneys and ovens 
Temiaded me a litfile of those in my own country. 
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The fniTHtare ooBBists of a few earthenware nteor 
sils, and a set of teft-things ; one iialf of the to<»b 
is elevated above the other about fourteen inches, 
and that half serves them alike for sitting, sleeping, 
and 8tore*room. They are particular in having 
dean bedding, and many pillows; the latter of 
which are always presented to a stranger to raise 
and soften his seat, as they have neither chairs nor 
stools. A Tartar dwelling has always, if possible^ 
attached to it the convenience o£ a vegetable gar* 
den. The women, I observed, never presume to eat 
or drink till their better or worse hsdf has finished^ 
and then but seldom while in their presence. 

Reached Aramashansky, near the Vagay, which, 
winds its waters through many fertile spots. At 
Kamisart I met much incivility, not being permitted 
to pass the night in it without having recourse to 
severe measures ; to avoid which I preferred con* 
tmuing my journey in the ndn. This part of the 
country appears well cultivated, and better peo* 
pled ; nor is it void of interest, — ^fbr the account of 
its scenery, described in> the well-known tale of 
^< Elizabeth, or the Exiles of Siberia," is, on tUs 
point, very correct. Crossed the little river Ca- 
lasal to Besroucouva, a fine level pasture plain, 
feeding immense quantities of cattle; thence to 
Ishim, which I reached, at four in the evening, in 
a tOTrent of rain, much fstigued, and my Cossack 
more so ; he was, in fieu^t, perfectly useless. 
> Ishim, so celebrated in the tale before alluded 
to, is a miserable town, on the stream of its own 
name, deserving remark here only for the incivility 
of the. inhabitants, who, with the commissary and 
the doctor, were all noisily intoxicated. Of course, 
I could get no attention paid me, either as to 
lodging or food ; and, thcwgh the rain f eU ia tor^ 
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rents, I and my Cossack were obliged to pass the 
night in the market-pla^e. 

Next morning we reached a neat Yills^e called 
Borovaya, where I was hospitably entertained by 
the elder of the village, who also famished me 
with horses to Tusnobolova (twenty miles), where 
the long-bearded guard searched my baggage ; alas ! 
it contained little ; and for once I felt ashamed at 
the examination. They did their duty in a civil 
manner, but I was much puzzled to think what 
they could be in expectation of finding. The 
country is open, and laboriously cultivated, and 
the neighbourhood populous. Much fine wood, 
and some fishless lakes, are also to be seen. I 
overtook a party of unfortimates exiled for misde- 
meanours, and compelled to live in this district, 
which is hence the general rendezvous of pi^kr 
pockets, &c. At the next village I happened to 
be quartered at the house of a newly-married 
couple ; and I confess I regretted the law which 
compelled thiffm to quit their bed and room for me. 
To this sacrifice, however, they submitted in the 
most cheerful manner, treating me with bread, 
milk, and eggs, and indeed whatever the house 
could famish. Through' a succession of happy 
villages I reached Toukalinsk, over an uninterest- 
ing level of pasture land. The wretched external 
appearance of the cottages is more than counter- 
balanced by the neatness within; and if half a 
dozen healthy and beautiful children be any indi- 
cation of content, then are the inhabitants of this 
district most happy. The price of bread is one 
shilling, and of meat three, for forty poimds. The 
road is, in general, very good. 

At Toukalinsk I had the misfortune to lose 
what waa to me my all ^my passport, pap^rs; and 
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tnxy protectum in Siberia. In vain I addicaiecl 
the commissaiy; in vain I offered a guinea for 
their reeover^r; in vain I pointed out the rogue 
who had taken them in the tin case from the seat 
while I was at dinner. I begged, entreated, in- 
sisted, threatened, abased ; all was to no purpose ; 
and I was finally constrained to go without them. 
By this terrible disaster I was entirely deprired of 
all testimony of myself, my connexions, or the 
object of my journey, and lay at the mercy of any 
one who mi^t choose to provide me with large 
but cheap lodgings. 

My now melancholy route towards Omsk waa 
aver a similar pasture plain as fiEff as the eye could 
reach, with scarcely the appearance of a shrub. At 
Soukofski the drunken postmaster would have 
made me like himself, but in such rainy and dreary 
weather I preferred tea. I next crossed over to a 
little villafle called Krasnoyarsk, on a stream wlueh 
unites with the Irtish, now again risible, after an 
absence of two himdred miles. I at last got view 
of the fortress of Omsk, and, haviag reached the 
Irtish, passed from a most dreary into a highly fer- 
tile com coimtry, and, finally, in a ferry over the 
Om, I entered the dty by a neat bridge, at five in 
the eveaing. 

On my arrival, I of course presented myself to 
the ispravnick, or head commissary, and made 
known my loss in as good language as I could. 
I fedled in making him understand me, but he 
humanely gave me good lodgings until he could 
procure the presence of one of the military officers 
to act as interpreter. This was done the next 
day. In the meantime, I addressed a letter to 
the govemcv-g^oeral and governor of Tobolsk, re- 
questing an attested copy of the docoments I had 
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lost, and which I had taken the precantion to ba^cr 
made there. The police-master inyited me to 
dine with him, thongh he confessed he conld not 
understand either my object or character. He 
was, however, soon satisfied by the arrival of an 
express with my passports, &c all complete. Thos 
was I, from a state of suspicion and surveillance, 
again restored to society. I should be very un- 
grateful, were I not to do justice here to the con- 
duct of the commissary, who kindly went eighty 
miles, upon my account, to enforce the return of 
the papers, which, being in a tin case, induced the 
party to suspect money was there. All that I had 
was, however, in my knapsack, and that did not 
amoimt to five pounds. I dined the second day 
with the chiefs of the district, when a committee 
of the merchants attended to request my accept- 
ance of a commercial commission to the Kirguise 
and Calmuck*s coimtry, being given to understand 
I could speak those languages, from havmg for- 
merly traded with them. Here, then, was a cap- 
tain of the British navy, in the heart of Siberia, 
converted into a Tartar trader. I humoured the 
joke, and demanded the per-centage. They made 
their offer, and my demand exceeding it by from 
twenty to thirty per cent, I was of course not em- 
ployed. In the evening, I received a polite invi- 
tation from Baron Klotte, the general then com- 
manding the military corps of Siberia. It ii pro- 
per to observe, that the worthy baron honoured me 
with this compliment before I had recovered my 
papers, and solely with the view of benefiting and 
protecting a stranger. Peace to his manes I he is 
numbered with the dead, leaving a wife and very 
large family, with slender means to maintain exist- 
ence* I passed in the gaimoii three pleasant days. 
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oa n verBing in the French hmgoage, which I found 
both ladies and gentlemen understood well. Feasts 
and fetes were giren to me hy the first individuals^ 
all of whom vied in exemplifying to me the hound-> 
less hospitality and friendship of their nation. 

Omsk is placed at the junction of the Irtish and 
Om» Previous to the invention of cannon, it was, 
no douht, a strong place, and even at present, con- 
sidering the means of those hy whom alone it can 
be attacked, may he deemed impregnahle. It has 
a garrison of four thousand men, with a flying ar- 
tillery of forty pieces. It may be divided into 
fortress, town, and suburbs. The first is the most 
considerable, and is in fact a neat place ; the build- 
ings, barracks, &c being constructed generalty of 
brick, and surrounded by a good ditch and mud 
wall, which will ere long have cannon mounted 
upon it. The military college is a noble found- 
ation upon the Lancasterian system, and was esta- 
blished immediately on his Imperial Majesty's re- 
turn from his visit to England. Wonderful profi- 
ciency has been attained by several of its. pupils, 
now young men, and the.general improvement re^ 
fleets credit on all concerned in its management 
The youth are instructed, besides reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, in drawing, mathematics, fortifica- 
tion, and alffebra, and in some of the Oriental lan- 
gufwes. The barracks for the boys, their food, 
dowing, bedding, &C., are in excellent order ; and 
every praise is due to the attention and benevo- 
lence of the commandant. Colonel Ivanofi> who is 
considered by thiem as a father. They are com* 
posed of the children of the military forming the 
army of Siberia. The school for the children of 
the Cossacks is on a similarly benevolent plan, al- 
though not. quite, so .forward; firqm the. want of 
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^ood tmisieiis. Hie town and enbnrbs have aome" 
neat buildings, Imt at« not otherwise remttkaUeu. 
The nnited popnlali(Mi is seren thousand five him-, 
dred. 

Omsk was one of the strong places of the Tar^ 
tsrs, and sucoessfnlly willntood the attacks of the 
great Yermak^ The country round is fertile as t<o 
its soil, though not extensively cultiTBted ; it is one 
Tast plam, as ierel as a floor. The fortress is notll^ 
and the town south, of the Om, but both are east 
of the Irtish. Opposite is the territory of the wtai* 
dering Kirguise, presenting no appearance of cul- 
tivation or dwellings. A consideiable trade is cap^ 
ried on with iheiU, as ako with the Calmucks to 
the south, whidi consists in the barter of cattle^ 
Ike. for tobacco and spirits. Several childreii of 
^aeh of these tribes are to be seen in Omsk, who 
are slaves, having bemi sold by their parents for m 
pound of tobacco or a glass of mirits* They ave, 
however, in this degraded conditum, better off that! 
when wandering the inhospitable deserts. < 
, The Kirgaiie are divided into three hordes, all 
HMMFB or less tributary to Russia, aldiough ih&f 
have khans of dietr own. T%ey are all wanderers 
over the countries between Omsk end the Caspiaa 
Sea. Their occupation consists in hunting, fishings 
and breec&ig cattle, and ^ the latter they have im- 
mense droves in this vicinity, l^tey are not c<»- 
sidered nice in the mode of acquinng them, and 
have even been accused of kidnappuig and selling 
Christians ; an accusation not improbable from the 
example set them. They continue only so long in 
a place as there is forage for their beasts, getting, 
in winter, as near the woods as possible for the ad-» 
^rantage of fioel, though, in most parts, the dried 
dxusg of tMr cattle providaB « ready and e%i«Ba 
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uwlwliimo. isffir caieof tbeirelni^ag«(>d4ook-^ 
ing fellow, bat Ti^ filtiby | and indeed ih&y are in 
|[*enenil tbe movt misouble aad filthy race I ever 
beheld, scarcely, during the warm weather, affimrd* 
ipig tiicnaselws a pair of troween for mete deeen'cy. 
One lai^ iron kettle, with wooden spoons, eoostA^ 
tntes the fumitare of dieir more wtetefaed tent* 
They are, howercar, excdlent horaemen, aad are 
^apposed to be descended jBrom the Mongoles and 
Tartan. Their langaage is pecnliar to tliemselveB* 
. The Calmucks, who, like them, caake no scnqile 
to dispose of their children «ipon any momentary 
distress or want of spirits, are yet a di£SBrent raee^ 
]both with respect to featores and origin. T^yare^ 
faaweTeir, their equals in idleness and filth, and foU 
low the same Tagabond way of life. The Csl* 
mucks are, notwi^standing, the direct descendants 
of the Mongoles, who emigraX;ed hither after the 
destruction of their empire. Very few are sdl^ejCt 
to Russia, a great part of them living in Chinese 
Mongoliib while llie rest of them, under the pro- 
tection of Russia, roam about the countries situated 
between the Don and Volga and the Ural moun- 
tasH. Their features will for e^er mark them in 
whatever part of 1^ world ; the fiat £»oe, sooall and 
elongated eyes, broad nose, h^h cheek bones, iJiick 
iips, aad l^ownish-yellow complexion, are sure 
aigns of their Mongolian descent. They are obli* 
ging, but inq^itive and dishonest; Tet^ with a little 
Russian educati<m and discipline, Iney make good 
servants. I ate and drank with them, as also with 
the Kirguise, upon roasted meat, without breed, or 
any thing else, save a glass of spnits and a pipe of 
tobacco. 

T^ui much of liie two people whom I shall meet 
-aponmyaeac^jouiiieyalong the Irtish* td^tot^ 
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ed with a. military Cossack, and a protection fironi 
Baron Klotte, addressed to all the general, field,, 
and subaltern officers of the army of Siberia, ac-. 
companied with a discretionary powei' to call out 
horses. I reisM^hed the second station, twenty miles,, 
and halted for the night ; the third station, Achin- 
skaye, is a large village, with a ditch and redoubt, 
for. defence against bows and arrows. The neigh- 
bourhood of the fourth station abounds in horses, 
bullocks, sheep, and camels. I reached the twelfth, 
one hundred and fifty miles from Omsk, without 
any thing of interest. . It is called Jeliezinskaya 
fortress, haying a commandant, iemd garrison of two 
hundred and fifty men, and twelve pieces of flying 
artillery, to defend it. It is a neat little town, but- 
rounded by a mud wall and ditch, with a ponder- 
ous gateway, which gives it a martial appearance ; 
nOr is the situation void of interest, although placed 
upon a desolate tract, 

Where wilds, immeasurably spread, . 
Seem lengthening as I go. 

The distant parts of the Kirguise lands boast 
some eminences, and a considerable quantity of 
wood ; the road is good, and living cheap, fish par-' 
ticularly being very abundant. The road still lies 
along the right bank of the Irtish, and the several 
villages are purely military, to keep up the commu* 
nication between the frontier fortresses and Omsk ; 
a non-commissioned officer and twelve or twenty 
men residing in each. Their dwellings are goo<^ 
and excellent vegetables are produced in the gar^ 
dens; a great advantage over the fort of Omsk^ 
^here the soldiers have either too much work, or 
ai^ too idle, to attend to the production of vegeV> 
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iibles, notwithstanding they are greatly needed as 
nn anti-scorhutic, great ravages heing made hy that 
disorder among the soldiers, who at present suhsist 
entirely on dried meat, hread, and hrandy. 

I dmed with the commandant, a German, and 
resumed my jomney,* amongst a numher of Kir- 
guise tents, and immense herds of cattle. One of 
■these wanderers I induced to sing ; hut, though the 
air was musical enough, its words, as I understood, 
and the accompanying actions, as I could perceive, 
-were much too dhscene. At the fourth station, I 
was favoured with a drive hy a young lass of seven- 
teen ; and, if she mani^es her hushand as well as 
she did the horses and &e whip, I should scarcely 
envy him his fortune ; though, indeed, she was a 
personahle girl, and had secured my gratitude hy 
officiating as postilion. The fifth station is marked 
by much corn-land. I dined with two of the Kir- 
guise chiefs, who had come to take account of their 
property. Their appearance was handsome and 
manly ; a long robe of blue cloth, beautifuUy em- 
broidered, and fastened round the waist by a high<- 
ly-polished silver belt, from which was suspended 
ft dagger, a knife, a pipe, and what in England 
might be termed a tinder-box ; a shirt of coloured 
cotton, large Tartar trowsers, and boots to corre-r 
spond ; a handsome fur cap, with a small black one 
under it to cover the clean-shaved head ; a long 
beard, and bare neck. Their horses were well ac- 
coutred, and managed by a long whip, which serves 
also in the driving of the cattle. They were alto- 
gether superior-looking young men, of about twen- 
ty-five. 

At the eighth station, the eye is somewhat re- 
lieved from die sameness of the scene, a good deal 
of wood and pasture land, with many of the Kir^ 
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-goise yomteftand fires, appearing on the opposile 
side of the rirer ; an abundant of corn npon thiau 
At the twelfth station seyeral islands in the rireiv 
and many fishing-boats, are added to the scene. 
The youth of both sexes are extremely beamtiful, 
and present the liyeliest picture of health ; both g» 
unclothed till the age of twelve^ with the exeepilafim. 
only of a clean white shift, futened tight nwnd 
under the breast.' 

I reached Yamhishersk, one hundred and sixty 
miles from the last fortress, winch it greatly reBei»- 
bles, although its garrison is larger, heiag soTen 
hundred and fifty strong. The barracks and oi^ 
ficers' quarters, as well as the storehouses, &o., are 
well built, and kept in good order. The present 
commandant, a sensible and civil German, supplied 
me with a bottle of rum, a pound of tobacco, and 
flome bread. I met here ^so a young Prussian* 
who was a resident of Moscow when tlttt city was 
burnt by the Vr&Bich. Frcmi that disaster a ruined 
man, he entwed the army, and now presented him* 
self to me as interpreter of Tarioua languageei^ 
though, of the six he prolessed, I belieye he underr 
stood no other than Russ. His good-nature^ how* 
evM*, and gpeneral obli^ngness to me^ made him aa 
acceptable companion. 

To the next fortress ia a distance of one 'hn»* 
dred and eighty miles, whidi I commenced next 
momii^, alternately walkmg and ri^ng as cirenm^r 
stances o£fered. At fifty miles there are many 
long, but not very high, hills, and the country is 
sufficiently picturesqiye to employ the genius of i^ 
painter. The distant horizon to the north showed 
the Irtish flowing in a direct course. Nearer hand 
it meanders boMitifiilly, serpentizing through the 
pasture grounds, to which some natural hedges 
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gave the most interesling appearance. A solitarj 
Kirguise village of movable tents stood on the 
centre, the river winding almost round it, and form- 
ing somewhat of a peninsula, as in the annexed cut^ 
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the A being the site of the dwellings. Vast herds 
of cattle were grazing beyond the village ; the sun 
was setting as it were in clouds of fire ; while the 
moon, standing in the south, added a peculiar fear 
ture to the silence and solitude of the scene. 

To the tenth station I trudged over bad roads, 
in worse weather, and through a dreaiy and unpro- 
ductive country. On readung the thirteenth sta- 
tion, however, high lands to the south began to re- 
vive me with their appearance, and break the same- 
ness of the scene. 

I stopped at Gloukhof, a little »un well, from ha- 
ving been wet twenty-four hours ; a small cabin 
received me, whose civil landlord and his handsome 
daughter readily furnished me with bread, rice, and 
milk, and a cpmfortable bed. Next day, started for 
Semipalatinsk, which I reached^ at noon, having 
crossed some sand-hills. 

Semipalatinsk is also a fortress, with nearly one 
thousand soldiers and a commandant. It is a neat 
town, and has a military school upon the Lancas- 
terian system, instructing four hundred boys ; a cir- 
cumstance of pleasing reflection to an English mind, 
lofindthe benevolent ideas oifhisown country adopt- 

l2 
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fid even here» in a tniet of ooontrf remored b^ hsf 
situation from almost every access to civilizatioji. 
The establishment is in its in&mcy, and from thi% 
and a great want of capable masters^ exhibits no 
great proficiency beyond reading and writing. The 
town, independent of the military, numbers about 
two thousand inhabitants, who cany on an incon- 
siderable trade with their southern neighbours. It 
staadft on a pleasant eminence, ccnxnnioiding a &e 
view of the lofty mountauvs to the south. I was 
hospitably entertained by the commandant, wha 
lives in a respectable style. The surrounding 
3eountry is roid of ctdtiyation, and infested' with 
robbers, who comaM serious depredations, an in^ 
alanoe of which occurred while I was at dinner; a 
poor pedlar being robbed of two thousand roubka, 
or one hundred pounds, and his faorse^ neith^ of 
which diere i» any chance of his recoyering. There 
is eridently something incoirect, but which I could 
not iathom, in the administration of justice as it re«- 
flpeets the punishment of robbers ; but there is nor 
<loubt that a due per-centage on the lost propertyy 
applied in a certain manner, will procure its resto-i 
ration. This, indeed, s^pears as open a counter 
nance of the crime as can well be imagined; yet' 
suck is the fact. If no fee is giy^i, little exertKMi* 
is made, and the numerous complaints on thia 8ub*> 
ject have hitherto been of no effect. 

I quitted Semipalatinsk kte in the eTening, and . 
directed my steps for Ubinsk, along the banks of ^ 
a little stream which gives name to the fortress, 
and whidi unites with the Irtidu I had entered' 
a kibitka which was passing the same way, and at 
scone distance observed the postilion turn off sud- . 
denly to the right. My mind misgave me, because 
in no instance hefoe had I deviated from the high ; 
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road. I recollected^ al$o> that the Coesaek wul 
postiUon were hetb half drunky and had be^x ia 
earnest aod secret, coav^nation ; I theref<Nre deter-*, 
mined to quit by a short moyemeat. It was tea 
at night> and we were in a low thick brushwood, 
when, taking my knafisack, I su^ddeoly quitted the 
Tehicle, informing them, as well as I could by 
signs, and aa obstinate peisistaace not to go iJieir 
way, that if they were bound as they had pret^id-^ 
ed they would follow me. I continued alone, and 
iiegained the main road ; the vehicle also tacked 
and came aftn* a^, but I refused to re-eater it, and 
mardied on to the next statkm, keeping them at a. 
respectful distance all the way. On my arriyal I 
disdbarged the Cossack, without, howerer, report- 
ing his conduct to the Grerman commandant, as I 
perhaps ought to have done. My hostess for the 
aight was in a most unamiahJie temper> seeming ta 
pi^take of the disappoiatment of the two fellows i 
for which her husband, a corporal, gave her a sound 
dmbbiii^,! with a slick <^ bigger tl^ his thumb/' 
. In the aftamooa of th». aext day I crossed the- 
Irtish, after a hard "walk of thirty miles* The 
couatry low, and wet from smart showers. Ia the 
eveniag I rrached Poyanoyarsk, and h«re first saw 
melons ia tins country. These, which are of a 
prodigious size, form, with cucumbers and bread, 
the general summer diet of the inhabitants. They 
sell at one copec each, that is tea for a penny ; a 
price which certaiDly doeB net reader to the grower 
any lluBg beyond Uie barest subsist^aee ; for five, 
guineas I might, haye loaded a ship with them. I > 
receired a great many as presents, hut left them 
as useless to. one ia my situatioa. The eacumba^ 
are also yery fine, aad equally cheap, being one 
huadred for apen^y ; aad good wholesome browa 
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¥read at five pence for forty pounds. Whether 
from perfect hospitality or abundance I know not^ 
I suppose from both, but I certainly never was 
better entertained. 

Next day I reached Ubinsk, a vile dirty place, 
called here a town. I had before passed some dis- 
tant elevated lands on the Kirguise side, and here, 
I think, may be said to commence that chain of 
lofty mountains which divides the empires of Rus- 
sia and China. Having procured another Cossack, 
I continued along the Irtish for Ustkamenogorsk, 
the country on the west presenting some fine hill 
and dale, with moimtainous breaks in the back 
ground, while the Russian side is still a level 
steppe. Cornfields lie at intervals along the road 
to the river Uba, which unites with the Irtish op- 
posite to a bluff projecting point, and hence occa- 
sions a strong cross current and rapid. It was late 
when I reached it, yet, being anxious to get on, I 
determined to cross the stream, against the remon- 
strances of the natives. The ferry, or horse-boat, 
being out of repair, I was* advised to wait at the 
village ; but, seeing a canoe, I determined on try- 
ing how far it[ would assist me. My knapsack and 
various parts of saddlery I skulled over in safety, 
with my Cossack, the inhabitants sending their 
horses at the same time, and actually tying two to 
the canoe, which had nearly proved fatal to the 
whole. I, however, reached in safety, and a tra- 
veller on the opposite bank gave me the use of his 
telega to proceed upon my journey, not being him- 
self able to take it across the river. 

The night was dull and rainy, but the moon be- 
ing near her full, we got on tolerably well, and at 
eight in the morning I reached Uvarova, whence I 
again began to enjoy my travels ; for that unpri>« 
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und afanost endleM fist which extends from 
Ulwask to Tobolsk and the Frozen Se% and firom 
the Ural chain fer eastward €^ Tomsk, is now suc- 
ceeded by a beautiful variety of hilly country, mudb 
enltiyation, and some forest spots. Many bold 
and picturesque bluffs run into the river, rushing 
as it were through the valleys, and forming strcmg 
eddies as they pass the islands with which the ri- 
ver is interopersed* I reached Ustkamenogorsk in 
the early part of the second ev^ung, having cross- 
ed a sort of broken chain of hills. The scenery- ia 
general was, however, very beautiful and wild ; ta 
ihe right, one of the peaks lilts its snow-clad head^ 
and is visible at the distance of one hundred 
miles. Ustkamenogorsk is placed in a vast level 
valley, bounded east and west by lofty distant 
mountaiBs, and the whole forms a rich and striking 
panorama. The fortress is, Hke others hereabouts^ 
a bare mud wall, yet keeps a commandant and 
three hundred soldiers in snug but useless quarters, 
occupied in catting hay, and feeding upaxk the poor 
peasantry. 

Very fine timber is brought here from a distance 
of twenty miles, but the country is otherwise ste- 
rile. I quitted it for Boukhtarma next morning. 
The first station was over a mauntainous road, of- 
fering the most abundant treasures to the botanist 
a^d mineralogist ; th^ace to FekHstouska twelve 
miles, and to Severaoy ten, over one of the most 
romantic countries in the world ; sometimes along 
the banks of the ra^d Ulba, then across deep and 
dangerous ravines, tremendous precipices, and f^* 
tile valleys, where a few Tartar peasants, tending 
their flocks and herds, were the only signs of any 
thing beside the immediate works of the Creator. 
Some slender birch and greea fir trees arrest the. 
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attention on the almost trackless path. The scene 
was too fine to sleep in, and I continued to Alex- 
androfskoy, twelve miles farther, to witness a re* 
petition of the magnificence I had left behind. It 
was indeed a scene to be enjoyed ; ^t the close of 
the eyening, in the middle of die month of August, 
and when both the great luminaries of heaven were 
just seen peeping above the distant hills, one risingp 
from the east, ihe other setting in the west, and 
not a sound was to be heard save the murmur of 
the Ulba winding towards the east. The night 
was cold but beautiful, and a heavy dew falling on 
the most elevated parts, seemed to cast a melancho- 
ly shade over the valleys below. All nature seem- 
ed to smile upon me as I trotted over the ground, 
meditating upon the perfect beauty of so deserted 
and unfrequented a spot. My reverie continued 
till midnight, when I reached the village. Thence 
an horseback to Boukhtarma, fifteen mUes, arriviog 
early in the morning. The way was still exceed- 
iagly beautiful, being over a moimtainous tract, 
now on the summit and then in a close valley, 
everywhere overhung by birch trees. A few corn- 
fields also i^pear ed in the last stage befcnre I reach- 
ed the fortress. 

Boukhtarma stands on the right bank of the Ir- 
tish, in one of the most romantic spots in the uni- 
verse. It is environed by the noblest moimtains, 
which yet appear to have no other connexion 
with each other than that of standing together on 
the same globe ; they are in fact so many beauti- 
ful hills placed on a perfectly level plain, so that 
a traveller may go round them without an ascent 
or descent of ten perpendicular feet. From this 
may be imagined the romantic beauty of the val- 
leys which intervene ; not a tree, nor a shrub, nor 
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a habitation, is to be seen, save only in the fortress 
•' — ^nothing but grass. The yalley is one continued 
carpet of herbage, forming, in contrast with the 
sterile mountains, a picturesque solitude, undisturb- 
ed, except during the night, by the barking of the 
wolves and other wild animals. 

I drank tea with the commandant, and called on 
the administrator of the customs, to whom I had 
a commendatory letter. I foui^d him civil, obli- 
ging, and tolerably educated-— consequently a rare 
plant in such a place. I accompanied him to view 
what is deemed an object of curiosity in this part 
of the world ; it is a large sand-stone near the bank 
of the river, on which are imprinted the marks of 
the feet of a man and of a horse ; they are in a 
perfect state, and to all appearance have been form- 
ed by nature. The heeLs are towards the river, 
the feet of the man in advance of those of th^ 
horse about thirty inches, very well representing 
the situation of the feet of a man holding the horse. 
I could gather nothing of its origin beyond the 
silly tradition of the place. It is evident, however, 
from the situation of this stone, that the river has 
changed its course. 

The fortress, though it maintains a commandant, 
with a garrison of three hundred men, is a miser- 
able place, the worst along the whole frontier line ; 
nor is the village better. The Kirguise commit 
great havoc among the cattle, stealing great num- 
bers, of which not more than one half are, in any 
circumstances, restored. A considerable trade 
might be established at this point between the 
Russian and Chinese empires, but for the obsti- 
nacy, ignorance, and policy of the latter nation, 
who will not change the route by which their fore- 
&therB travelled. The advantt^e of the alteration 
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would be snfficiendy appaieiit froal tiw mepe faet 
ef ilie leflser distance from P^dn tb Bovkkter- 
mimk, tfaan from that diky to Kuitka otid Tobol^ 
But the ibubl circiuDstaifece i% that, by adeptsfiig 
Bonkhtanniiisk as the entrepot of the national con- 
modities, no less than three thousand mileB of 
land-carriage would be saved, as on both i»des the 
produce tt^ht go the ivhole distance betmxt St 
FeterBburg and Bonkhtarminsk by w&%er ; the ^- 
fect of both would ei^idently be a very coninder- 
able saving, principally indeed to the Russiaas^ on 
which acccrant the Chkiese would mtiier waive 
their own advantage l^um consent to the aixaoge- 
waeau 

Against this measure tt is a)i:giied, duit the ge» 
▼emment of Irkutsk would be asMteritdly injtted. 
Tins 18 by no means clear : and, ev^a if true, the 
benefit of the public should not be put in coo^ti- 
tion with that of half a deiaea tkh merdiants, who 
might still maintain a trade to supply all Faither 
and Central Siberia. The Russian American Com- 
pany must be rather b^aefited than injured by the 
measure ; and, in short, all the difference to Kus* 
sia would be, iJiat its European dominions would be 
supplied with the pro^ijetilions of China at twenty 
p«r cent less than at present. The Russian go- 
▼eimnent appear to have had ihis prq}ect in eon- 
temf^tion, though they have not persevered ; a 
lew silks, bricks oi tea, and tobacco, being the 
only artides entered «nce the erection of a custom- 
house. No doubt can exist of the advantages 
aridtng from so local ^and beautiful a«itua1aon; it 
would have the effect ef makis^ the bai^ of ihe 
Irtish, irom its source to Tobolsk, one of the most 
valuable, fertile, aftid beautiful dicftricts m the van- 
verse. Settl^r8 would oome from all parts of the 
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vbiid to esrtablkh tbemselves on its boundless 
tracts of com and pasture land. Switz^land has 
been called free, but will scarcely bear comparison 
with a country which has no human inhabitant. 
Nor IS the climate bad ; 18° of Reaumur's being 
the extreme ; and winter, which begins in NoTem- 
ber, ending in ApriL 

Having procured a guide, I left Boukhtarminsk 
for the line of demarcation on the Chinese and^ 
Russian frontiers. I first crossed the stream which 
gives name to the fortress, and then, over a good 
path, entered upon a most romantic country, near 
the village of Veronia. It is impossible, without 
a poetical im^ination, to conceive the beauties of 
such a country ; the magnificent and bold sterile 
precipices, whidi are seeft rising from tlie great- 
level pasture base, are, I should think, quite un* 
paralleled ; and the noble Irtish, forcing its way 
amongst the numerous islands near this part of the 
river, adds to the majesty of the scene. At the 
village, among other similar luxuries, I was treat- 
ed with wild currants, melons, cassia, ^ milk, and 
honey." Surely tins is the natural place for the 
habitation of man. The banks of the river are in- 
dented with numerous well-formed artificial caves, 
used as ice-cellars. Fifteen miles farther I reach- 
ed the picturesque viUage of Cheremshanka, re- 
markable as a great breeding place for cattle; 
thence along the banks of the Irtish, on a good 
path, over a well-cultivated com country, I passed 
Krasniyaiki, and at eight in the evening readied 
Makana, on the banks of the Narym, a small 
stream uniting with the Irtish, in an abundant and 
fertile valley. 

The night was so beautiful, the moon just as- 
cending dbove ^the hills, that; in spite of a good 
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; Slipper HrVuh vas veady nad iitviliB^ my UttiiciEy'I 
'fesbnied <iny jouilMy on iioRdbeck, in <oottqMuay 
•wkh ihe »]ttidIord» to MdayBKNaiyizika, the kifet 
Kns^ali «pot on the ^frmitiev. An officer and a 
£ew men, placed here, •are «ll ibat are left to mark 
the boundaries of two sach migbty empiieB as 
Russia and China. I forded &e little streakn 
>v)Mdi forms the actual limit, and, seating myself 
•en m atone on the left bank, was soon lost in a r^ 
▼erie. It was about midni^t ; the moon, appli* 
randy lull, was nesr bar meriduai, and seemed to 
enconnge «a pensile indinBlioa. What ean svr- 
pass that'soene I know not. -Some of the loftieBt 
gi«Bite4nouiitaitts sprsadmg in TBiions directions, 
«Bdosilig some of the most hunuriant Talleys in 
the wolBid ; yet all deserted I--4-aU tfan fiur andfer* 
tile tract abandoned to wild beasts, mcvely to coii- 
fititute « inenfral tenitery I 

To the first Chinese settlement it is eighty 
miles ; I would fain 'have visited it, but durst not, 
ivithont previous iiotioe ; and 'for diis cereuoony 
eould iU spare the time. Fonneriy their advanc^ 
post was "wbfere I am writing this aeijount, and I 
felt something like pleasure to.&id m^lf within 
the '^MeUitU Empire. Hieir guard was^ it seems, 
l«moved by llie const of Pekm, fhnn jealousy of 
her autgeots holding apy JconTVorse with foreignets. 
Hie ^commanding o^oer (is a hamshed Inandarin, 
who >is 'Compelled to live like 'the -soldiers,, being 
denied bodi money and assistanee from Iub friends ; 
but as ihe post is generally occupied by a person 
who has been condemned to death for some great 
mtmy he is fiun to aooapt his pardon on con<Mtion 
of serving ten years as chief of the guard. Th#y 
have, I was interned, a neat viUage, wilJi abun« 
^oe of meat and vegetdihis, .besides mM finiitk 
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( At peep ^ dawn I 9e<am^' the tfyrynkf and^ 
getting a canoe, floated down to my deserted 8np» 
per at Makaria, which the hostess had been desi-* 
red by my companion to- keep hot. I reached it at 
four in the morning, having be^i canried along by 
the stream with dangerous yelodty. After some 
refreriiment, I again entered the canoe, receiring a 
bridE of tea and a ponnd of tobacco fipom- my 
obliging hosti He is a yokmtary settlei^ witBi' 
twenty mm mider his oommaad, who aae att ae*. 
cnmakling i^N^perty* The velocity ol the Irtish 
soon carried me past Krasmyarki,. and X reached- 
Boukhtamunsk al tluwe in- the monoag^ of the lbl«' 
lowing day, tf ' possiUe siiU more dfl^hiedi with 
Ae prospect $ the ever-chan^ng variety of the- 
iMtaks is w ridi as the beaaty ei ihe inland' soenery.' 
The left bank consists genera^y of bold and lofty* 
precq>iees crowned with, wood, wlnle the. right' 
presents a low but beantiful plain, studded wkh- 
roi^ hj&s, and aboimda^ m com and hay. 

The re-crossing of the Boi^htanna was eertatar 
ly a haaaidotis adventare. The passage is havdly 
ever- attempted but in 1^ day*tikne, as thare are * 
many elltfting sand-baidEs, and a tvemendous erosa 
current, or rapid, to avoid' This is occasioned by 
four cisrents meeting at the same-, point of the- 
Irtii^, near to the fortress ; and so- rapid is the*r 
cotteeted stream, ^t nothing but poling the. canoe- 
can cress, it ; and if once llto boat be brought with^ 
in the vortex of the centre, nothing can saveitirom 
b«ing swamped. 

• It was with great diiflicutty that i prevailed on ' 
any of the Cossacks, who, at the best, are but in<^ 
cttnnent boatmen, to take me across. After great 
toil and risk we reached in safety : — ^the ftnlt veaa 
clearly miine had- any aedd^t oeeiiived» hut I v"* 
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too impatient at the momeot either to wei^ the 
matter or to listen to remonstnmoe. 
. ArriTing early, I roused up my old friend the 
collector of the customs, with whom I hreakfasted 
and dined. The place is considered unhealthy, 
owing to the foulness of the water of the Boukh- 
tarma ; a mischief, one would think, easUy reme-> 
died hy the proximity of the Irtish, which is only 
two miles dustant ; hut here Russian indolence su* 
persedes most conveniences. I was informed tfa6t 
xein«deer ahound in the mountains, which also con* . 
tain some sheep. The horns of the former are 
considered valuable, fetching two and three guineas 
a«*paar; when very young the Chinese purchase 
them> and extract a fayourite medicine ; the young- : 
er the animal that has shed the horns, the greater 
the value. All sorts of diet were too cheap to be 
named, enough to hold out reasonable inducements - 
to emigrate diither. 

After dinner I embarked for Ustkamenogorsky 
i^n the Boukhtarma, descending which I rapid- 
ly entered the Irtish, a noble river# The crew of 
' the boat offered up thanks for their safe arrival ; . 
we had come through a close and mountainous 
.bluff valley, and certainly there was s<miething 
trarific in the passage. I need not observe that I 
was myself thankful, as really the mixing with 
military sailors was far from pleasant. At mid- 
night, when we had reached* fifty miles, several 
fii£ing-boatB joined company ; we left thran, how- 
ever, with courier haste, and I reached the fortress 
at six in the morning, having been about ten hours 
descending a distance of ninety miles. The scene- . 
ry from Narym to Boukhtarminsk and Ustkame- - 
nogorsk, a distanoe of one hundred and sixty miles, 
is upon the whole truly beautiful) though not a . 
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bdbttation ift to te aeea aloBg the lmiik% nvlvdi are 
lofty emineoceBy divided by trewMiidoiis and per- 
pendicular raymes : there are, however, many de» 
lightfol and romaatie a^fcnatioits, but no means of 
holding a commnwcatiop along the hanks of the 
rirTer except by boats* Wild-fowl and fish ave in 
the ntmost abniMiance> as ohaeirred before when 
speaking of Tobolsk. 

' Of the Talme of the'IrtMi I need say nolUng ; it 
speaks for itself. Holding an almost uaintermpt^ 
ed eommanioation from lie firontiers of China toi 
the Frozen Sea, a steamrboat might go ivon 
Bonkhtanninsk to Tebekk in a few days, and re-, 
torn in twice the thnet Wood for fire is f^nttMy 
and many estabhshments might bo formeid for the 
preparing and felling (^ it; whilte a water comma* 
nication is ready farmed wit^ the Cae^ian, Baltic, 
aad White seas, and thrace dkxvvn even to Tobolsk. 
The soil, which is a black monld, is exeeediBgly 
rick It is to the baaka of the Bonkhtanaa tibaa 
colonies of Scotch should be neo^y and indeed such 
was the intention of the Emperor Panl ; hot it was 
set aside npon the breaking ont of a wav, and has 
net since been resvmed, thongh there is no doabt 
that, at tibk moment, aach settlers would be bot^ 
protected and enooiuagedb No. part of the wodid 
can offer greater or more certain advantages to the 
i^cohunst than the right bank of the Irtish ; nor 
rent, nor taz» nor wa», will for ages disturb such a 
speeolBtor. 

At UstAmmenogorsk I again partook of the ho»« 
pitality of the commandant, a Frenchman;' his 
name is Delaacourt^ and he has been tbirty-fi^ 
years in Siberia, doing any tfaua^ or nothing; be* 
mg one of those feeble bat respectable individuals, 
of whidi theie are several, tluit are si:^iported fay 
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tlie libendity of the Rnssiiiii gOTerninent. In him 
I' saw the first instance of a Frenchman's foisting- 
his own country ; he seemed entirely diyested of 
the patriotic affection which that fickle nation ace 
supposed to possess, hnt which, perhaps, generally 
exists more in appearance than in reality, as where- 
erer a Frenchman can do best, there he will 
settle. 

I asked him if he ever intended to return to 
France ? His reply was, that << France was no- 
thing to him." I a^ed him why ? He looked at 
his wife and large family of marriageable daugh- 
ters, shrugged up his shoulders, tod said, << Que 
voulez Tous que j'y fasse?" and, heaving a sigfa, 
left the room. • Yet, in spite of his teeth, he was 
slall a Frenchman, for the first words upon his re- 
turn were, " Ma pauvre France I" I had touched 
a tender string, and, although he is now resigned 
to his fate, he says that he has been a '^ b^te" for 
marrying, and begetting an entail which he cannot 
quit. M His society, during the few hours that I 
enjoyed it, was rery agreeable. 

In the early part of the evening I again em- 
barked on the Irtish for Ubinsk, the distance be- 
ing eighty miles, — ^yet I arrived there early in the 
morning. The view of the country is various, liie 
-prospect more pleasant and open than higher up, 
and some prettily scattered hiUs on the plain, 
which attended me for thuty miles, when the 
banks of the river became low and flat ; and except 
some hills, verjr distant to the west, every thing 
reminded me that I had agmn entered upon the 
Bteppe desert. I enjoyed an hospitable and whole- 
some breakfast, even at such a dirty place as 
Ubinsk ; indeed it presented nothing of interest 
but the good and modest looks of its female iidut- 
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I bhants. I procured a Coesack to attend me to 
Bamaoule, distance two hundred and twenty mil^s ; 
the first station towards which was to Chamanai, 
twenty-five miles, over cornfields and along the 
right bank of the Ulba, which I was now mOre 
fortnnate in crossing than before, the large ferry- 
boat having been repaired. Passed a large silver 
mining village, called Michailofisky ; — ^the country 
becoming hilly and barren, except on the banks of 
the river. One occurrence in this district power- 
fully recalled me to Europe, for I dined at a pub- 
lic-house, and was expected to pay for my dinner, 
the first time since my arrival in Siberia. The 
place is, however, so great a thoroughfare, that it 
is here a considerable business to prepare provi- 
sions for the thousands of carters who are employ- 
ed in tiansporting the ore to Kolyvan and Zmeye- 
Ta; yet slill these inns boast so economical a 
diarge, that in no instance had I to pay m<H*e than 
ten copecs (one penny) for as hearty a meal as I 
could desire^ — a meal which was made of bread, 
' meat, vegetables, and beer, or kuass. I have no 
hesitation in asserting, that one penny of Siberia 
is equal to one shilling of England. 
• To the next station is a good road of twenty 
miles over a well-cultivated country. On the se- 
cond day I reached Zmeyeva, twenty miles farther, 
throu^ heavy rains, and over a hilly country. It 
is an uncivil and inhospitable place. I arrived at 
near ten o'clock, exceedingly wet and fatigued, 
and, presenting myself to the police-master, was 
sent to three lodgings, all of which refused me 
from my distressed appearance. I again returned 
to the police, and seating myself down on the door- 
. steps, raining as it was, made my supper of melons 
and bread; with a glass of spirit from the kabak; 
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in tUncondilEan I was found b^ die p^ce-iiMistary' 
i^ho kid Iwaffd! of my bekag c^loded e««raaBe* He 
Q4*eoiB^^Bmed me to the laaster <^ tiie iKMeuie,. wkom 
he r^rimaaded, and actuatiy tiin»ed tihe owners 
out of the beet room to make acconmodadioii for 
me. I felt averse to such conduct,, yel knowing' 
1^ custom of the oomntiy, and feeling what a ni^^ 
it was, I would not ])ateilere, and, therefore, afier 
partaking of tea> which in. dus. conntry is soon fir»- 
vided^ lay down with my Cossack,-***^ me«e nae-^ 
less feUow. 

Next morning I fonnd the master and mistress of 
the house as civil as they had heen the reverse^ 
ptovidiDg me with all I wanted^ 9nd even begging 
me not to he angry at their munt^itional enror. 
2meyeva is a large hut scattered pkce, next in rank . 
to Barnaoule, in the govemm^it <rf Kolyvan. It 
numbers from five to six iJiousand inhabitants, all 
in thriving curcumatances. It has many valudUliV) 
i^ver and coppw mines in its neaghhcmrhood, andl - 
a coBsideFable government establieliment is kept up* 
for their use, axtd foK reducmg tho oro to silver^ 
which is said to he found here purw than in any- 
other part of the government ; tat I did not wait . 
to view the works, hdbg aaxioiis to reach Bar-' 
naoulew Arrived at Sauku^ I disehaiged the Cos* - 
sack, aft a saucy and useless fellow^ who had lat* 
tared himself I oonld not do without him^ In ge** 
Uiwal they are mece plague than profit ; thc^h I 
ajn willing to make attowadce for the unples^t- 
nesa of travelling with a cajnicious strsMget , and 
this too in rainy weather and over had roads, with* • 
out being permitted to ride but at his j^easose. In 
the evoaing I reached the riiver Kolyvan, beywd 
which is a romantiolooking coun^by^ inhabited by 
^ wild Raskokkdk race, who seemed inclined to 197 , 
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how long I could travel -vnthout food. - They are 
descendants of a people banished by the Empress 
Catherine from Poland, about the time of the 
second dismemberment in 1789. I was, however, 
fortunate in getting a lodging at the abode of an 
old soldier who had lost both his legs, although the* 
rest of the society consisted of fifteen ironed con- 
victs, bound to the mines of Nertchinsk as desert- 
ers from those of Kolyvan. 1 was too glad to get 
anywhere from the inclemency of the weather, and. 
Raskolnicks, to feel much care ^ about my present 
company. 

I reached the fifth station over a flat pasture 
plain, passing and meeting the greatest variety of 
vehicles whi^ I have ever seen converted to one 
use, all of which are employed between the mines 
and Bamaoule in carrying the earth' and ores. The 
common t614ga, canoes, coffins, covered carts, and 
waggons, are alike occupied ; the covered carts have 
lodes attached to them, and belong to the g6vem- 
ment, and are used expressly for conveying the 
more valuable specimens. I inquired into the con- 
dition of the people, but could only learn that he 
who had most horses and carts was best off. Having 
crossed the little river Aley, I was hospitably en-' 
tertidned at the sixth station by the elder of the 
village, whose mother is a German ; we contrived 
to be intelligible to one another, and he was so 
good as to send me with his horses the next morn- 
ing to the eighth station, near forty miles of abo-* 
minable and slippery roads. I got to the river 
Katounya, at the ninth station, and, crossing by a 
decent wooden bridge, entered a fine open country, 
the Obe flowing majestically in the fore-ground. 
Cultivation was conspicuous in every direction; 
and immense forests bounded the distant horiztm. 
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At Kalmanka I was almost k&oeked vp sod tor- 
tured with an insuffibrabl^ keadack; my veiy eye» 
seemed a plague to me ; I was^ m shoct^ so ill as to> 
refuse all nourishment. Fortune threw me into the 
hahitation of an old, ciyil, and humane man, who, 
seeing my conditiotty kindly put me into his own 
hed, giving me also some wann tea, and a couple 
of fox hknkets. I slept well, and arose next mom 
in every respect, except weakness, as if nothing had 
ailed me. 

With my kni^sa«^ on. my shoulders I hadb 
adieu to my kind host, and reached Bamaonle ioi 
the aft»Tnoois, eighteeii milciB ; the neighbouring 
country one vast pastu^ <«liirened by some &her 
woo<^ and villages endosed within cultivated 
kmds. Upon Bearing die city^ the soil beeomear 
changed fiom a bhdk mouhl to heavy sand^ and; 
)iie face of the country is converted from tminter-- 
mpted and pictuvesque cultivaticHL to a tiiick forest 
of pine and fir^ Descending the hill to the souths 
west, Bamaoule has a neat and r^narkd[>ly regular 
i^pearance, being situated ^on the Obe> just at tfa& 
point where the little iivec B^cnaonle enters it. X 
waited upon the poHce-tmaster, procured comforts 
able lodgings, passed the night w^ and then paid 
my respects to his excellency the goveenor (Fro-« 
loff ), who, with his amiable lady, showed me every 
attention during my stay, and inasted upon m^ 
making thdr house my bbi^e. 

The eovemor was good enoa^' to accompany^ 
me to the diflferent pablic works, idl of whiich I 
found in the best stato, and was highly gratified at 
the inspection* Indeed the ovder and proper feeU. 
ing of the government of Bamaoole might be made> 
a ^^v^b ; the work in the vmeB, and all the de^ 
partments, being earned (m day and aight Thei 



'flilver metal is wrought inio isgotd^ and ia ^t 
state forwarded to St Petersburg; bat the copper 
ere is coined to -pay the salaries of the officers and 
workmen. The money of Bamaoule is far supo'* 
rior in workmanship to ^t of Ekatherinebourg. 
There are thirty-two mines belonging to the Em- 
peror, and more are continually discoYeted, so that 
the whole distract may be said to be silver. The^ 
yield, upon an ayerage, twelve hundred poods of 
metal, which, in caaeddemtion of some gold mixed 
with it, h equal to four miUions and a half of rou- 
bles, or two hundred thousand pcnmds, — no trifling 
iwtum to Russia fipom so smaM a province* llie 
eiqsense of the estabMshment, iachidmg the main* 
tenaiDice of the officers, &c. is about one million and 
a half of roubles ; which is nearly de&ayed by the 

' taxes, duties, and tributes paid by the Calnmcks 
and Kiiguise from ihe soutihward. The eskablish- 
mant, therefore, cestaiidy produces a «lear revoome 
of four millions. 

•Of eighty-two t^ousaoBid inhaibitants which the go- 
TdFvm»itcontains, independent of thiitteen thousand 
belonging entirely to the works, fifty^-five thousand, 
or two-thirds, are obliged to be coneftantly at work, 
that is, during twelve hours out <^the twenty-four ; 
the £rst week durmg the mght, and the second 
during the day, and so on. The ihird week is « 

• period aDotted for the woikang -of their lands, and 
this they owe to the goodness and humanity of the 
present chi^, who has in many respects ameliorated 
the condition of the uilfoatunates under him, aad 
who, it will be rec<^ected, are, like those at Eka- 
therinebourg, not criimnab, bat peasants belonging 
to the Emperpn 

The wages and profits derived from this very 
hard work^ earned on day jbuI mghtf are almost 
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too trifling to name ; but a litde reflection will 
show, that their condition is far from wretched. 
Their direct profits depend upon their actual la- 
bour, as he who has most horses, or carries most 
loads from the mines to Bamaoule, receives most 
money. They have also ample time to work their 
lands, and reap abundance of com and vegetables. 
Scarcely any full-grown man can be found who 
has not two or three horses and as many horned 
cattle, employed during the season in carrying the 
ore, for which they receive at the rate of thirteen 
copecs the pood-— «one penny fiirthing for thirty-six 
pounds. Many of them prefer this employment, 
and are actually able to save considerable sums of 
money in it, especially those who have many horses, * 
The plan is this : — 

The journey from Zmeyeva to Bamaoule occu- 
pies nine days, and allowing the same time for rest 
and returning, eighteen days are consumed in lodg- 
ing twenty poods of earth, which is the average of 
each horse ; and as each pood pays thirteen and a 
half copecs, he receives two hundred and sixty-five 
, copecs, or about two shillings ; a sum here sufll- 
cient to maintain one person in bread and meat for 
thirty days, at the rate of one pound and a half of 
meat and three pounds of bread a-day. This cal- 
culation is on the supposition that each driver 
manages but one cart, when, in fact, they some- 
times have the charge of ten and fifteen, the pro- 
fits of ONE HALF of which are equal to a rouble 
a-day, a sum sufficient to maintain at least ten 
people in bread and meat— to say nothing of their 
other means in the produce of two days' extra 
work in each week. But this is not all ; many of 
the carters, who do the work of others, receive one 
hundred and fifty roubles a-year for that aeipice; 
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BO question can therefore possibly arise of the 
floonshisg state of the government of Kdiy van. 

The quantity of earth brought to the works of 
Bamaonle in the course of the year, is four miU 
lions of pood& Each pood producing one rouble 
of clear pro6t gives the revenue dready stated ; 
two per cent is added for the quantity of gold, 
and seven for the value of copper, two hundred 
and fifty thousand roubles of which are coined. 
The carriage of so immense a quantity of earth 
is about half a million of roubles, or twenty-five 
thousand pounds, about one-third of the whole 
expense of the government of Koly van. Twelve 
thousand horses and oxen are employed, and about 
fifteen hundred laboiu^rs^^ an average of eight 
horses to each. 

The quantity of cultivated land is two hundred 
and fifty thousand English acres, from which <nie 
million and a quarter of poods of flour are pro« 
duced, belonging entirely to the peasantry. The 
produce of vegetables is also wonderful, and the 
immense herds of cattle keep down meat at a very 
low price. That of provisions was as follows >m 
white bread, seldom used, sixty eopecs, or six- 
p^ice for forty pounds ; ordinary bread, that used 
by all classes, threepence for forty pounds ; excel- 
lent beef, fifteenpence for forty pounds, or two 
pounds for three farthings ; and vegetables, eggs, 
milk, butter, &c. for the merest trifle. House 
rent is very cheap, and society is good. The town 
is well and regulariy built, having many handsome 
edifices of brid^ as well as of wood, and upon the 
whole it is a most desirable place for residence. 
The city contains about eight thousand^inhabitants ; 
and although the situation is not particularly beau- 
tiful, it has stiU many advantages, being plaeed in 
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a noble forest, which eervee at olice for buildings 
and firing. There is a neat promenade in its only 
square, which is likely to be much frequented. 
The gOTemor depends solely on the cabinet, to 
whom, as at Ekatberinebonrg and Nertchinsk, the 
reports are made; not even the governor-general 
can interfere. It may be compared in rank with 
a vice-goyemorship. 

Upon my arrival, I found great preparations 
making to receive his excellency Mr Speranski, 
the governor-general, who was making the circiiit 
of all the governments to inquire into abuses, he 
being possessed of unlimited powers. His ex- 
cellency arrived in the coarse of the second day, 
and was received with the respect due to his rank, 
integrity, and virtues. Two sumptuous dinners 
were ^ven by the chief of the district ; the gar- 
dens were illuminated, balls were assembled, and 
every one was happy. I, of course, shone a con- 
spicuous object ; indeed, I was honoured with the 
friendship and confidence of both those gentlemen* 
Of General Speranski I will only say, that I haTe 
never seen more true greatness of soul or goodness 
of heart. There is in him a certain condescension 
and affability, and at the same time a certain air 
of nobility, that strikes all who approach him with 
awe and respect. Of his persoiud attentions to 
me I shall ever feel proud and grateful. He had 
at first taken me for ^ Raskolnick, from my long 
beard and longer golden locks ; notwithstanding I 
wore at the same time a long swaddling grey nan« 
keen coat, and a silken sash round my waist ; but 
indeed so great a buck had I become of late, that 
I hardly knew myself. As to my shoes, they were 
better than new, although seven years had elapsed 
from the tiine that Baron Bode had first used them* 
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To return, however, to the governor-general. 
He told me that there was an expedition on the 
river Kolyma, fitted oat purposely to solve the 
question regarding the north-east cape of 'Asia; 
and his excellency kindly offered me his permis* 
sion to proceed with it. Too glad to accept a fa* 
your of the kind, I instantly closed with the offer, 
and determined not to wait a moment in Irkutsk 
and Yakutsk beyond the necessary time, but to 
proceed immediately to the Frosen Sea, either to 
share the fortune, good or bad, of the expedition, 
or^ in case of any impediment from jealousy, to 
withdraw and follow some other plan. The go- 
vemoF-general supplied me with various orders 
and recommendations for whatever places I should 
▼isit, as also an open order '< To the judges of 
towns^and provinces, to the members of the pro« 
▼incial courts of justice, and to all commissarie^i 
in the government of all Siberia," recommending 
" that the bearer. Captain John Cochrane, of the 
British Royal Navy, now travelling through Si« 
beria, shoiUd obtain every lawful protection, de- 
fence, and hospitality, and that every aid within 
the power of the towns and provinces should be 
afforded him, in case he should stand in need of 
them." 

. With the above valuable recommendation, al- 
most amounting to a command, and a Cossack, I 
departed, from a town wlych I still think the hap- 
piest) the best governed, and neatest in Siberia, 
for Tomsk, taking the road towards Gumba, 
through ten miles of sandy and thickly*wooded 
country, along the left bank of the Obe. I cross- 
ed that river the next day, on my way to Osokiena* 
There are in the neighbourhood some silver pits, 
and some lakes, but no cultivation whatever-. I 
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reached the fifth atatioD on the second day> con* 
atantlj in a thick forest of noble pines, pasnng 
many lakes, as well as small rivers, all uniting with 
the Obe. On arriving at Wasingan^ my Cossack 
gave me a proof of his utility by getting drank, and 
losing his pipe and his cap as well as his senses, 
in which state, therefore, I left him to shift for 
himselL 

Upon reaching Bazillofka, the country improvesy 
and the villages are pleasantly distributed. The 
inhabitants were all shivering with the cold, though 
wrapped up in furs ; while J, in my nankeen, ex- 
perienced no inconvenience. The view of the 
country did not change until I reached Prosd&ovay 
where some well cultivated hills make their ap^ 
pearance. My Cossack overtook me» and, afler 
many professions of contrition, obtained his par^i 
don, and got drunk immediately upon the strength 
of it. At Verushina I got sight of the Tom, wind- 
ing over a well- cleared country, but sadly bare of 
inhabitants. I was again overhauled for contra- 
band goods. From thence to Tomsk are thirty 
miles, where I arrived early the following mom* 
ing. In the latter part, the country bore the ap- 
pearance of a desert ; wood had disappeared, and 
cultivation had ceased, although the road was fine. 

I presented myself to the vice-governor, bro- 
ther-in-law to Mr Berg of Perm and Mr Rosing 
of Tobolsk, my former hosts. Here also I got 
well lodged ; after which I called on his excel- 
lency the governor Illichefsky, with whom, and 
his amiable family, I passed my time pleasantly. 
The governor ]vesented me with fifty roubles, a 
watch, a pair of spectacles, and some few articles 
of wearing apparel, making part of the effects of 
which I had been robbed near St Peters burg^-^thna 
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irerifying my observation to the gorcfmor of Nov- 
fforod, that the robbers would be fonnd, but not 
before I had reached the heart of Siberia, where I 
now was. 

Tomsk is a city, and capital of a province of the 
same name, containing five hundred thousand in- 
habitants, while there are about nine or ten thou* 
sand in the city, which, in spite of several churches 
and many handsome c^fices, public and private, 
is a most miserable place, yet showing every ho8«> 
pitality and kindness to travellers and strangers. 
The society also is, I am afraid, far from good, ow- 
ing to the bad example from those whose rank and 
situation should produce other effects on their in- 
feriors. The town is on the right bank of the 
Tom, near its mouth, at the foot of a hill which 
protects it from the north-east and south-east winds. 
During May and June it is greatly subject to in<» 
undation from the river. 

Tomsk has a military school, with four hundred 
students, backward enough in their education, as 
also a provincial c<^ege without masters or scho- 
lars, though a considerable revenue is attached to 
it. Indeed, the only praiseworthy object is a very 
neat public garden, in which is a building for ballsy 
dinners, and the like; and on this day^ SOth August, 
both were to be held in honour of the Empermr's 
name-day. I declined the invitation to this fSte, 
from anxiety to get to my ulterior destination. Of 
the five hundred thousand inhabitants, about eighty 
thousand pay taxes. The gross revenue is, I be? 
lieve, about three millions of roubles, nearly the 
whole of which is necessary to support the gov 
yemment, thus yielding little or no return to the 
Emperor. It appears useless as a government, ita 
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best service being to keep the roads in repair, and 
to mark the half way between Tobolsk and Irkntsk* 
. While tbe prormce of Kolyran, at present in- 
dependent, was attached to the government^ it 
made indeed some retoms ; but that branch being 
lopped off, the parties in office, high and low, ap^ 
pear to have given np all idea of being of service^ 
and have since done less than nothing. 

Excep't in point of locality, Tomsk does not 
appear an eligible place as the seat of a govern- 
ment, which it would certainly be preferable to 
remove to Yakutsk,' dividing the intervening space 
between Tobolsk and Irkutsk, deducting from the 
latter all beyond Kirenga on the Lena, and from 
the former all west of the Irtish and Tobol, and 
only south to Isbtm; creating Ekatherinebourg 
and Bamaoule into distinct governments, so that 
the boundaries of the latter should be all the coun- 
try south of the great road. Yakutsk would then 
be the most extensive government in point of ter- 
ritory, holding the command even of Kamt<jhatka; 
instead of Irkutsk, as at present. The duty of a go* 
vemor of Irkutsk, and that of a vice-governor, are 
much too great to be united, and no possibility exists 
of completing any year's accounts within the year* 

I witnessed at Tomsk the sale of thirty tolerable 
aised bullocks for four hundred and eighty roubles, 
or about eighteen pounds sterling; excepting only 
at Mexico, I have never seen another such instance 
of cheapness and pFenty. The province, however, 
does not produce much bread, being too cold and 
exposed ; that commodity may therefore be deem- 
ed dear at its present price of a rouble (or ten- 
pence) for forty pounds. I departed for Iiktttsk 
in company with a Cossack, and furnished witb a 
discretionary authority to procure horses, as also 
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an open order for eirer^ attentioii to be Bhown to 
me. I passed over a dreary and woodless flat waste^ 
vntil 1 reached Kotionskaya^ eighty miles. The 
Tillages had been numerous, but miserable in the 
extreme, excepting those inhabited by Tartars, 
They are Mahomedans, and, like those of Tobolsk 
and Tara, of the Kazan race. From Kolionskaya 
the country appears to rise a little, but the road 
was most execrable, nay, almost impassable, either 
by man or horse. The wood is now of tolerable 
size ; birch, fir, lardi, pine, and poplar ; but there 
is little or no cnltavation, and no appearance of in- 
dustry, the inhabitants being a lazy set of exiled 
Russians. The care of cattle, and the raising a 
few vegetables, together with the tinnsport of mer- 
chandise for the merchants, almost exclusively en- 
gage their attention, when they are not employed 
in drinking ; and the wom^i ha^e quite enough to 
do to find their lazy husbands in provisions and 
clothes. 

Such was my route the next day to Krasno- 
retchinsky, one hundred miles. Almost each vil- 
lage is favoured with a small river, many of them 
with considerable ones ; yet the road has little or 
no interest, and the villages are composed of half<^ 
finished huts« From Batoya my joum^ was 
rendered unpleasant, through a misunderstanding 
with my Cossack, who, meeting with an old crony, 
had requested to stay supper. I consented, being 
hungry,, under the expectation of being asked to 
parteke ; but finding myself disappointed, 1 hurried 
ftway.r He followed, grumbling, and giving me at 
intervals a good deal of impertinence,— ^a thing, I 
must confess, very rarely tolerated in Russia. Next 
day I reached Atchinsk, pleasantly situated on the 
banks of the Tchulym, in a hilly country, with its 
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two cosUy cbnrcbes, some good houses, and two 
thousand five hundred inhabitants. It can yet bare- 
ly be called a town ; it is at least a Fery miserable 
one. 

I proceeded through it, and many Tillages, till 
I reached Krasnojarsk, distant eighty miles, orer a 
road, with little exception, almost impassable ; that 
pai*t which lies between Chornaretsk to Mallo 
Kemtchoutska is so bad, that I know of no better 
punishment to call the faculties of the director- 
general of the roads into exertion, than making him 
ride the distance of fifty miles everyday in a t416ga; 
if that did not recall him to his duty, I thmk no- 
thing could,^— at all events, it would be no sine- 
cure. For my own part, my bones were so shaken 
that I preferred walking. The stages are also too 
long ; a fault, however, in the course of remedy, 
as new villages are springing up at every eight and 
ten miles. 

At Bolchei Kemtchoutska I met the caravan with 
teas, silks, and nankeens, from the Chinese fron- 
tiers, bound toMosco w, consisting of some hundreds 
of carts. The hilly comitry continues as far as 
Zeledeyeva, to which place it is a dreary wild; but 
thence a fine open country begins, the hills to the 
north-east exhibiting a laborious cultivation even 
to their summits. 

It was five in the evening when I entered Kras- 
nojarsk, veiled like a nun— no bad remedy againat 
the efiects of the mosquitoes ; and although the 
appearance seemed strange to me, I persisted in 
following this custom of the natives. The last 
stage upon approaching this city is richly luxuriant 
on both sides, with the Yenissey rolling its pictu- 
resque course over a soil rich and well cultivated, 
imd the vicinity may boast situations for the dwell- 
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iiigs of a prince, peasant, or philosopher. The little 
river Katcha winds at the foot of the north-western 
hills, and, uniting with the Yenissey, forms an in- 
teresting ohject. The town stands at their junc* 
tioni on a low, flat, siindy peninsula, and from the 
course which the river is now taking, threatens in 
time to completely inundate it ; the principal churdi, 
which formerly stood in the centre of the town, 
bemg now actually in water. 

The Emperor Paul had it in contemplation to 
plant here also a Scotch colony, hut the project, 
like that hefore mentioned, and for the same rea- 
son, was set aside. His successor, Alexander, 
has attempted in yain to follow up a plan every 
way so desirahle : first, to the individual emigrants, 
who would enjoy fine lands, with few taxes, and a 
free exerdse of their religion ; and, secondly, to the 
Russian government, as they would have thereby 
become possessed of individuals skilled in the pro- 
cess of agriculture in general, and who- would have 
furnished the most viduable examples of industry 
and economy. The town is said to contain three 
thousand males ; but the site is considered un- 
wholesome, owing to the vapours which rise from 
the Yenissey. The extremes of heat uid cold are 
from thirty*two degrees of heat to forty of frost; 
fevers are prevalent in the town, but in the 
neighbouring valleys the air is mild and whole- 
some. These valleys abound in fine timber, and 
are highly productive of the necessaries and com-- 
forts of life ; excellent beer is also an article of 
great consumption, while com brandy may literal- 
ly be termed dirt cheap. So abundant and cheap 
are all kinds of provisions, that they find their way 
even to Kamtchatka. Bread I saw sold at 16 
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eopecs, equal to l^d., for ^Olbs., while meat was 
bat 28. 6d. the same quantity. 

I was hoApitablf entertained by the police-mas- 
ter, who supplied me with bread, rum, tobacco, 
tea, and sugar, sufficient to 'last me to Irkutsk. 
Crossing the Yentssey, which is a quarter of a mile 
broad, I reached Kanskoy, about one hundred and 
thirty miles, 07^r a tolerable road, and in many 
parts well cultivated country ; the villages are scat- 
tered at every ten and fifteen miles, but there are 
few dwellings off the great road^ At Kliutchy, 
my Cossack exercised his high powers in giving 
the elder of the village a sound flogging, for his 
dilatoriness in providing him with a horse. This 
power is vested in the Cossacks by a custom of 
long standing, but which calls loudly for redress. 
In the end, I arranged the matter by giving the old 
man a glass at the kabak. 

At Kanskoy I dined with the commissary, late 
a schoolmaster, who spoke the French language. 
He presented me with a considerable curiosity, 
being part of the jaw-bone of a mammoth. I drank 
tea with the chief of the farmers, a genteel young 
man, twice a widower, who has a good house and 
better furniture. Continuing my route, I soon 
arrived at the frontiers of the province of Irkutsk, 
which is divided from that of Tomsk by the river 
Kan, which might with some propriety be deno- 
minated StyXy as the convicts who cross it general- 
ly remain for life. Should they desert and be 
brought back again, their punishment is indeed 
6evere,-^being liable to all the penalties which by 
the laws of England might be inflicted upon an 
outlaw. The peasants are naturally on the look- 
out for them« and by force of cudgelling, attended 
with the Implication of the epithet '^ varnack," or 
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** base fellow/' compel tliera to return. Tbe term 
has been said, not improbably, to be used in al- 
lusion to Yermak the conqueror, bat I shall not 
attempt to decide the point. 

Upon entering the goyemment of Irkutsk, the 
weather became cold and windy, or what is here 
called a Bourea, being, on the authority of the 
schoolmaster, derived from the Greek word of the 
same import, — ^to an explanation of which I was 
obliged in courtesy to listen before I could be al- 
lowed to move. Having got clear, I continued 
my route to Ingashe, the largest, neatest, and most 
regular village I have ever seen. The improve- 
ment upon entering the government of Irkutsk is, 
indeed, wonderful. The attention, regularity, and 
order, as well as cleanliness, every where to be 
seen, reflect the highest credit on the police and 
late governor of Irkutsk. This gentleman has, 
however, been superseded and arrested by the go- 
▼emor-general Speranski, and is now under trial 
at St Petersburg upon very serious charges. I 
saw many instances of the excellent state of the 
police even in the villages on the high road ; nei- 
ther dog, nor horse, nor cart, nor any species of 
manure, being allowed to remain in the streets, 
scarcely even for a moment. The inhabitants of 
these villages are mostly exiles for minor offences, 
and are settled in villages on the high*road, and 
compelled to pay yasack, or the Siberian poll-tax. 

As I proceeded, the road improved, and the 
country appeared more fertile and picturesque; 
much fine timber is every where to be seen, the 
ground still continuing on a gentle ascent, and I 
reached Nishney, viz. Lower, Udinsk, receiving 
every hospitality possible. It is a small but rather 
a neat town, of three thousand inhabitants, plea* 
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santly utaated on the Uda, at the foot of a con- 
siderable range of elevated table lands. A com« 
plete forest of fir, birch, pine, larch, poplar, and 
all such wild prodactions. Passing through Kin- 
guiy a Tartar village, I continued my route in ra- 
ther a melancholy mood, 

For the thoughts we cannot bridle. 
Force their way without the wilL 

Amid beautiful scenery and. much cultivation, a 
well frequented hut dangerous road, broken with 
villages at every eight or ten miles^ carried me to 
an imperial village, where there is a celebrated, 
manufactory of cloth ; being night, I had not an 
opportunity of visiting it, but the cleanliness and 
beauty of all the buildings form a strong presump* 
tion in its favour. 

Bilbetie is a large villi^ at the conflux of three 
rivers, where an excellent ferry is established, pre- 
vious to the passage of which I bad occasion to 
demand horses. There were at the port station 
only enough for one kibitka, and they had in part 
been promised to a junior rank, «• e. to a subaltern 
officer. The postmaster, observing that neither 
of us were much incommoded with luggage, very 
properly proposed that we should go in the same 
vehicle; the officer refusing to come into these 
terms, the horses were put at my disposition, and 
I continued on for the last stage towards Mutsk, 
in high satisfaction v^ith every thing I had seen, so 
superior to the governments of Tobolsk or Tomsk* 
The country, however, has latterly appeared less 
picturesque, being a sandy soil. On my approach 
to the capital early in the morning, a thick fog 
hovering on the Angara precluded the view of it, 
till I reached the monastery near the river; coast- 



IRKUTSK. 157 

ing which, I suddenly observed, oyer the dense 
atmosphere, the churches beautifully reflecting the 
sun's rays from their tin or copper casings. I 
crossed the ferry, and at eight in the morning en- 
tered the hospitable habitation of the chief of the 
navy in the city of Irkutsk. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Irkutok — ^Vercholensk — Kirenga — Vittim — Jerbat — The 
Tongousians — Olekminsk — Bistack — Yakutsk — The 
Lena — Mieza— Aldan — The Toukoslar — Baralass— The 
Sartar— The Bouroulak— Tabalak^The Toetak and 
Dogdoa — Kabbregah, &c. rivers — The Rasoka — The 
Biekhall and Bludenayah — The Chouboukalab, Galani- 
noah, and Indigirka — Zashiversk — Brousniekah-— Sordak 
— The Alazea— Middle Kolyma — Malone — Nishney Ko- 
lymsk. 

The commandant of the na^y receired me in a 
flattering manner ; I had the offer of several other 
residences, but he being a single man, with a large 
government house, I was induced hy these circum- 
stances to stick to the profession, and take up my 
abode with him. 

Having made myself as decent as my limited 
wardrobe would allow, I called on the vice-gover- 
nor, there being no governor, who made great pro- 
mises, and exceeded them in performance. Upon 
quitting his excellency I made some visits, and de- 
livered my letters of recommendation, made in- 
quiries as to my future movements, and then re- 
turned to an elegant dinner with my host, who had 
invited a party of twenty persons to meet me ; in- 
deed, the hospitality and attentions which were 



IRKUTSK. 159 

showered upon me in this stage of iny jonnieyf 
were such as, I may fairly say, I could have expe- 
rienced in few, if any, parts of what is called the 
civilized world, especially when the humbleness 
both of my appearance and pretensions is consi- 
dered ; even the ladies condescended to visit the 
abode of my host — a single man — doubtless out of 
respect to me, The company consisted of the same 
individuals whom I afterwards met at almost every 
party, with hardly any variation ; namely, the com- 
mandant, his lady and sister ; the colonels of artiU 
lery and infantiry, with their wives; Captain Kouti- 
gin ; a rich merchant, who farms the sale of spi- 
rits, and his wife ; the head of the Russian Ame- 
rican Company, with his wife and two daughters ; 
and a Mr Gedenstrom and wife, who had travelled 
on discovery across the Frozen Sea, in 1809, 10, 
and 1 1. Besides these, the parties were enlivened 
by the company of doctors, secretaries, and half-a- 
dozen young civil officers, being in the highest rank 
of society. 1 retired from the first day*s f^te at an 
early hour, thankful for the many favours so libe* 
rally heaped upon me. 

Next morning, in company with Captain Kou-* 
tigin, I left the Admiralty House, which is two 
miles from the city, to view whatever is notable in 
Irkutsk. The number of them is small, and they 
are widely scattered. Fifteen thousand inhabi-^ 
tants, including three thousand of the military, are 
said to compose the population. Irkutsk indeed 
scarcely deserves the name of city, except for its 
public buildings, which are good; yet though I con- 
fess it is upon the whole a fine town, I could not 
but feel disappointment from its total want t>f ori- 
ginal plan, as well as its present want of regularity, 
which must retard its advancement for a long time 
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to come* Tobolsk is cotainly its superior in eveiy 
thing except its situation, and the singulariy fine ap- 
pearance of a few buildings, public and private. 
The streets are wide, and run at right angles^ l>at 
there are in some of them gaps of two and three 
hundred yards, without a building. There are, 
however, many fine points of view ; and when it i» 
ecmsidered that Irkutsk has been raised into a go- 
yernment and city only within these fiMty yean, 
its progress towards improvement must be acknow- 
ledged. The houses are for die greater part of 
wood, though many are pf brick, and constructed 
in a superior style of ardiitecture. 

Of the churches there are at least a dosen, which 
not a little contribute to the splendour of its appear* 
ance ; and though they boast of but very few relics, 
I feel certain that their bishop fulfils his functions 
as creditably asany other man of his profession* His 
eminence did me the pleasure to invite me to a pub* 
lie breakfast, given in honour of the emperor*s co- 
ronation, which I attended, and was highly satisfied 
with his conduct in. every respect. 

With my friend, Mr Gedenstrom, I conversed 
fdJMut my plans. He appears to be one of the 
ablest men in Siberia, and, although rather under a 
cloud at the present moment, is highly worthy of 
respect and consideration. He had formerly served 
as private secretary to Count Romanzoff, when 
that nobleman was chancellor of the emphre ; but 
either some misunderstanding, or some misadven- 
ture, occasioned his removal by the imperial go- 
vernment, to another scene of action. He was 
lately commissary of the most lucrative quarter, as 
a reward for his perseverance and diligence when 
employed upon the Icy Sea discoveries. I am not 
aware that any account of his services has been 
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made known to the public, bat I am fully Bare they 
deaerTe to have been. It is only mentioning a part 
of them to aay, that he has sanreyed all the islands 
bearing the name of New Siberia, as far north as 
the latitude of 76^, and has been longer and fiarther 
on the ice than any other traveller. Few men in 
Siberia have more general talent of any description, 
and, through his kindness, I was favoured with a 
fund of the meet interesting and ipaportant inform* 
ation. 

• During the short period of my stay in Irkutskr 
I was variously employed, either visiting such 
places as seemed most worthy of notice, or fixing 
and arranging these ill-assorted recollections. I 
visited a military school, like the •others, upon the 
Lancasterian system, with seven hundred boys ; it 
is doing weU, which is more than can be said for 
the institution belonging to the city ; indeed, it is 
a matter of serious regret, that in Russia so little 
prospers that is not backed by military influence ; 
where the fault lies it might be difficult to discover 
on so short an acquaintance. There is a mineralo- 
gical cabinet appertaining to the city institution, in 
which are deposited many magnificent specimens 
of the Nertchinsk mines. 

. I visited the prison, which I found in a state that 
would have commanded the approbation of the hu* 
mane and philanthropic Howard. It is spacious 
and well ventilated, and the prisoners are allowed 
plenty of wholesome provisions. They are only 
chained when employed out of the prison, either 
upon public works or in the removal of any nui- 
sance* In connexion with the prison I may also 
notice a species of public manufactory, or working 
bazar, for every sort of trade ; the inmates, or work«> 
jnen, are in general such as have been exiled for 

o2 



168 I OKUTSK. 

mudemeanonrs, and are detained for their own aadb 
the piiblic benefit ; many of tbera coatrire to earn 
a coniB^rable fortune, and all are secore of the be* 
nefit oi full employment. The building is of irood» 
and belongs to the city, who hire out apartments 
at fixed prices, retaining also a proportion of the 
gainings, which are approfHiated to charitable pur- 
poses ; their capital is already rery considerBble^ 
and it is one of those puUic^pirited and well-di« 
gested schemes which is worthy of imitation in 
eray ciyilized state, where there are dther crimi- 
nals to punish, or unfortunates to reliere. 

The ezdiange and public bazars are a fine nu^e 
of- buildings, with a superb saloon in the centre, 
where public balk and masquerades are held at 
least as oftaEi as once aF*fortnight during the long 
winters^ besides numerous private balls. 

Of society there is but little, but that little ia 
good, and mostly German. I must, however, ex* 
cept my venerable and respectable countrymani 
Mr Bentham, as also his homely Cockney wife. 
Of all the methodical people, preserving their ori- 
ginality of manners, customs, and opinions, thia 
eouple are certainly the most extraordinary I have 
ever seen moving on their own axis or in their own 
orbit ; they appear to exist between light and dark, 
ness, unconscious and careless of what passes 
around them. Mr Bentham has been forty years 
in Siberia, in the fall enjoyment of the same pro- 
▼erbial reputation that m honesty would have en- 
titled him to had he for erer remained a citisen of 
London. He has filled a ludicrous variety of si- 
tuations : horse-dealer to the celebrated Count 
Orloff ; secretary to the Grovemor-general Jacob! ; 
a respectable merchant; and, lasSy, a Siberian 
commissary. A grant of hmd has be«i given to 
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infli by the emperor, and the rank of n^ility ena- 
Ues him to faoki a few peasants, which inhabit his 
small TiUage in the circle of Irkntdc. As to Mrs 
Bentharo, she has just been long enough (fourteen 
yean) in Sibeiia to forget her own natire Ian* 
gnagef but not long enough to learn that of her 
adopted comitry: with all theirnationalities I found 
them a worlJiy con{de ; their only child, a spcnled 
boy, is in the haiuls of the missionaries at Selen* 
ginsk. At a public ball giren in honour of the co- 
ranation, I counted soTenty ladies ; yet this was 
considered as a very small number for Irkutsk, as 
they sometimes muster on such occasions from two 
to three hundred* The truth is, with the excep- 
tkfnof the ladies I have before named, most of the 
fair sex belong to the merchants, who may with 
propriety be termed Jew pedlars, for they deny 
themselres and their wireis almost every comfort, 
sure that of a public and ostentatious dress, from 
a spirit of opposition and yindictive feeling towards 
the military, who also, on thtar side, but too gene* 
rally treat them in ^e same^ ungenerous, if not 
slighting and contemptuous, maimer that we do the 
Jews in England. A Jew in England, and a mer- 
chant in Russia, except in the capitals, or princi* 
pal seaport cities, stand on the same level ; and I 
may Tenture to say^ ^t, widi very few except 
tions, it is net consistent with etiquette, much less 
with custom, for a person of rank to dine with a 
merchant, unless he be mayor or fomier»general, or 
unless on his saint's day, when it certainly is cata." 
men to honour him with an acceptation. 

The merchants, on the other hand, haye as strong 
a feeling 'against the receiving of the military in 
]HriTmte, as the hitter can have against recognising 
them in puUic 
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It is a serious evil that the 8oi» and dangliters 
of the merchants have received no better ednca* 
tion. Many of them can scarcely read or writer 
yet they are, in point of opportunity, on a par witb 
those who move in the same sphere in Europeait 
Russia, owing to the assistance rendered by the 
Swedes and French, and other exiles, many of 
whom possess first-rate talents. These expatriated 
instructors hare tended to improve and civilize Si^ 
beria, in a ratio surpassing that of centnd ILassia. 
But many years must elapse before that happy 
imion of society, so conspicuous in England, can 
be brought about in this part ; before the swad-4 
dling cloak, and long beard, will be laid aside witb 
the. same avidity with which they are now guards 
ed. Yet I do not think it a matter of speculaticHn, 
nay, I do not think it a difficult task, to instil a 
spirit of literary emulation into the minds of even 
the lower orders of the Russian community. Witb 
them, more can be done by fair than by foul play ; 
coercive or compulsive measures will do nothing 
with the Russian, when brought in contact with 
his national prejudices. Having adverted to the 
want of a proper understanding between the noble 
and the merdumt — a want which I impute as much 
to pride on the one, as ignorance on the other part, 
I would fain propose what appears to me no dif- 
ficult plan: — ^Were the colleges and academies 
more open to the middling class of the community; 
I feel certain that incalculable advantages would 
result therefrom. I feel even certain, that the pre* 
sent system of taxing the commercial part of the 
community might be turned to a great moral ad« 
vantage; increase of education, consequently of nio?v 
ralitv, civilization, and harmony among all classesii 
would be the direct result of my plan. 
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' A fifflUnile merchant in Roaaia ia allowed by 
law to trade upon a capital of 100,000 ronblesy 
or more ; for this privil^e he pays a direct tax of 
fire or ten per cent per annum. Now, tnpposing 
each merchant so situated to be possessed of a fa- 
mily of childcen, and that be were to put them to 
the college of seniles, and to receive from the crown 
500 roubles per annum for each, (in other words^ 
that for each male child put to the college for edn« 
cation, 500 roubles should be deducted from his 
direct tax as a first*rate merchant,) a turn quite 
sufficient to maintain them in a respectable man- 
ner, I am certain the consequences would be fa> 
Yonrable to education, and to good feeling between 
llie high and middling classes of Russia. When 
a boy had been five or seven years at college, from: 
tile age of twelve, and had passed a certain exa-» 
mination, I would have him allowed to trade as a 
first-rate merchant for half the tax that other mer- 
chants paid, whether five or ten per cent; and 
when such young man, who had passed such exa- 
mination, should become the fiither of a family, 
and fdlowed up the maxim of putting his children 
to a public college, they should be allowed to trade 
free of any tax. This is holding out an incitement 
to, not compelling education : nor should it stop 
here ; — ^when a boy had won two or three of the 
academic prizes, be ought to be entitled to the 
nmk of nobility, a circumstance which would have 
great weight in Russia. 

£very class of the mercantile community of the 
Russian empire might be so placed as to induce 
them to educate their children in a becoming and 
useful manner ; a want of this education is the 
only barrier between them and the nobiHty. Boys 
when at school, whether plebeian or patrician, form 
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. a friendBfaip for one another ; and where is there 
more sacred friendship ? With them, all little con-' 
siderations are laid aside for more solid enjoyments.- 
The nohle would find his level as a man, while the 
man would reach to be noble ; nor beard, nor cloak, 
nor pride, nor compnlsire measures, would be re- 
sorted to ; on the contrary, the onus would rest 
with the people, than whom none have a greater 
desire, or a greater capacity, to learn any thing and 
every thing ; for all classes of Russians, so isx from^ 
being above being taught, offer every advantage te. 
the more enlightened foreigner, be he Jew, Turk^ 
or Christian. 

My stay in Irkutsk was but a week, when, be^ 
ing fomished with a fresh Cossack, and with every* 
assistance I desired to enable me to reach the river 
Lena, I set out, a little melancholy at parting with 
such kind friends ; at seven miles I had a last view 
of the city. The country became very elevated, 
and the road lay over hill and dale as far as the 
fifth station. With the exception of some little 
com^ the land is one nninterropted pasture. The 
inhabitants, Russians, are pretty numerous, and 
their villages, though small, occur at frequent in- 
tervals. The post-houses are good and convenient 
halting places. 

Having crossed the river Lena, I soon reached 
Vercholensk, a large and populous town on its right 
bank, distant 150 miles from Irkutsk. The road 
is by a dangerous precipice, which is descended 
by horses at a prodigious rate ; and on the ascent 
both driver and traveller must dismount and put 
their shoulders to the wheel ; yet accidents are of 
rare occurrence. The opposite bank of Uie river 
is highly cultivated and picturesque. The com- 
momcation by land ceases here, ^ circumstance at 
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which I was nol a little rejoiced, longing to be 
•again upon my own element. I soon procured a 
canoe and a couple of hands, who, with the CO0- 
■eack and myself, paddled down the stream for 
eighty miles, to the village of Ustillga. The banks 
of the river are lofty and well wooded, and present 
some agreeable scenery. Numerous villages with 
their rye fields are scattered among the valleys, 
•each invariably attended by its own little stream* 

Proceeding day and night in my open canoe, I 
-soon reached Kirenga. The weather wi^ cold, the 
scenery, though ever changing, was always moun* 
tainous ; numerous islands were scattered about 
the river, whose streams ran at about one and a 
half or two knots per hoar ; I generally made 100 
io 120 miles during each day's progress, and, 
wherever I went, fared well from the hospitality 
of the Russian colonists, as well as from that of 
my friends at Irkutsk, who had provided me, ac- 
cording to the Russian proverb, with plenty of 
bread and salt* This simple-sounding provision 
included also some fine partridges, a hare, a large 
piece of roast beef, and a quantity of meat pies ; 
not omitting wine and mm. A -traveller in Rus« 
sia, whether native or foreigner, on taking leave of 
his friends previous to his departure, uniformly 
finds at hia lodgings all the provisions requisite for 
his journey, with another lodging pointed out at 
some friend's upon his next route, for as long as 
he pleases. Indeed, I have no doubt, as the sequel 
will justify the assertion, that a man may travel 
through the Russian empire, as long as his conduct 
is becoming, without wanting any thing — not even 
horses and money; excepting only the civilized 
parts between the capitals. 

IChe villages leading to Kirensk are from fifteen 
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-to eighteen miles mpart. It has tbe name of a chyy 
containing near one hundred dwelltngs, and &▼« 
hundred inhabitants^ with three churches and a 
fponastery ; the situation is pleasant^ but not other- 
wise noticeable. I staid in it only a few hoars, to 
enjoy the hospitality of the town-major, who felt 
inclined to try the effect of rye brandy upon me 
From it I gained about five or six miles towards 
the first Tongousian village, when the canoe fill*- 
ed, and we were obliged to pursue the journey by 
land, creeping round the blufis, which jet out inte 
them. 

Over these poor Tongousians the Cossack exer- 
cised his authority in such a manner, that I really 
felt as much pain as if the same chastisement had 
be«B inflicted upon me. The spirit of despotism 
which characterises the Cossacks is infamous ; it 
is infinitely greater, and infinitdy more dreaded 
by the poor aborigines, than the power of the go* 
vemor-general; they seem to have imbibed their 
power more from habit than from right. At pre* 
sent there is a law against the exercise of this atro* 
cious abuse ; but I doubt very much whether the 
government, in this distant part of the empire, can 
carry it into execution. The Cossacks cannot be 
dispensed with ; they are a necessary evil ; no of- 
ficer, whatever may be his rank, not even a go* 
vemor-general, can do any thing without their aid 
— no horses, provisions, or assistance can be pro* 
cured, no orders can be given, no punishment can 
be inflicted, no courier dispatched ; in short, a 
Cossack is every thing, and therefore in Siberia he 
is feared. Whatever may be their general charae* 
ter, and I admit that the terms Russian Cossack 
and Spanish Don are synonimous, I fear upon the^ 
high-roads it is much 8ttllied,aBd still more so here, 
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becaoBe they have to do with the ignorant^ obati* 
aate, and criminal. 

Pnrsaing my voyage I reached Vittim, which 
is half way to Yakutsk^ upon the eighth day ; the 
banks of the river are^ within the last twenty-five 
years, increased in population in the proportion of 
from tliree to five, according to a comparison with 
Mr Saaer's journal, which I had with me. Pro- 
digious forests of wood are on each side of the 
river, consisting of pine, fir, larch, alder, and popi- 
lar ; but from Kirensk all cultivation had ceased, 
except that of vegetables, and they are but scantily 
raised ; cattle are, however, very plentiful, and of 
a fine sort ; bread is of the same price as at Irkutsk, 
namely, forty pounds for two shillings. This is 
owing to the consideration of government in for- 
warding fiour at their expense for the benefit and 
maintenance of the poor. 

At Vittim I was first overtaken by the ice float- 
ing down the river, yet not so as to incommode 
ine, and I had enjoyed the luxury of fine autumnal, 
though cold, weather. From Vittam to Djerbin- 
eky or Jerbat are three hundred miles, which I 
reached in four days. The stages are very long, and 
ought to be reduced, being a very heavy pull when 
going against the stream ; but indeed there is no- 
thing that these hardy people will not do without 
murmuring. Sometimes the boat was so much en- 
tangled in the ice, that the poor fellows were com- 
p^ed to strip and track her, up to their waists in 
water, while the atmosphere was at 5^ of cold ; I 
could perceive that they sufiSered a good deal in 
consequence, for, upon their return to the boat, 
they could not tell which part of their body to re^ 
store first to proper animation. Their great resort, 
I inviariably found, was to take a mouthftil of smoke 
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irom their pipe, — aoty howeyer* of tobacco ; the 
greater part at least being birch- wood dost^ or fine 
sfaayingS) mixed with a very scanty portion of to- 
bacco, the latter article being extremely dear ; if 
to this luxury can be added, however small, a drop 
of brandy, they will cheerily, and even thank- 
fidly, imdergo the repetition of the snfTenng. . At 
one of these villages, I was requested by the inha- 
bitants to proceed by land instead of by water, 
they agreeing to supply me with horses ; of course 
I complied with their request, as it would save the 
labour and attendance of one man^ at a seas^m of 
the year when they require all the spare time pos- 
sible, viz. the winter fishery. Upon my arrival at 
the next station, nor horses nor a boat could be 
procured, except at the halntation of a Yakuti knes, 
wUtiber we proceeded with a*request to be supplied. 
The old gentleman pertinaciously refused me, 
Joa]gre the presence of a Cossack,, who bad full 
powers to call out any and every assistance in my 
behalf; the knez excused his non-compliance wi^ 
the order, by observing, that it was in behalf of « 
captain of the navy, of which rank he could not 
deem me, with only a nankeen coat and long beard 
«— -the emblems of a Russian pedlair. The Cossadk 
was willing and anxiousi by the force of his baton, 
to have brought the prince to an unconditioiial 
compliance, until I determined upon again having 
recourse to my own independent mode of travel- 
ling, at least lall I could meet with some more wil- 
ling friend to forward me on. 

Sf y knapsack again restored to its deserted abode^ 
I coasted the river to Jerbat, where there is a cave 
on the left bank of the river, much venerated by 
the Yakuti. I ascended with great difficulty the 
rugged steep leading to it. The roof certainly pre- 
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senled a beautiful appeanince, being iUmainated 
by wbat may fignratiTely be termed chandelien ; 
formed, no doubt, by tbe water, which, making its 
way through the apertures above, there freezes^ 
and bangs in icieles from the top of the roof. The 
scene is very brilliant, hot the effect is marred by 
a projecting crag of rock which oveibangs the 
month of the care, and prevents the eye from 
taking any oth^ than a h^i^ontal view of it. The 
air emitted from it was the chillieBt I had ever felt. 
At Jerbat is the line which divides the Tongonsiaii 
Tillages from those of the YakutL 

The Tongousians inhabit divers parts of Siberia 
equally distant and distinct ; from the shores of the 
Yenissey, Lena, and Amour, to those of the Och- 
Ota and Omekon, and the mountains about Idgiga. 
They are nearly all wanderers, and rarely to be 
seen in any mechanical or subservient employ** 
Bient. lliey are classed into Forest and Desert 
Tongousi. The former occupy themselves in fish« 
ing and the chase, having but few rein-deer $ the 
latter subsist entirely by the breedmg of those aiii- 
mals, and wander from pasture to pasture witk 
their flocks, tents, &c« A very few of them have 
received baptism ; the rest are idolaters. Their Ian* 
guage is said to be Mantshur, from whom they all, 
no doubt, descended, as may be inferred by the 
peculiarity of their eyes, being elongated and iut 
apart. They are characteristically honest and 
friendly, robbery being conddered by them as un- 
pardonable. I was myself a witness of their hos* 
pitality or improvidence, for they aeeoa to have no 
thought of the future, and therefore readily share 
what they have killed ; yet it is strange that no- 
thing will induce them to kill a rein-deer for their 
own conBampti<m, unless the party is rich, till they 
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hBkve b^en e^ht days without food ; the act is then 
considered justifiable. They bear fatigue^ cold, and 
privations, to an extraorduuuy degree. They are 
sensible of, and thankful for, kind treatment, but 
will permit no one to abuse them. To strike a 
Tongousian, is, indeed, a great crime, and oft^i 
leads to fatal consequences, as, in that case, they 
do not consider their word as sacred, but ;^tifia- 
bly to be broken. They are exceedingly irascible, 
and can be done nothing with but by good words ; 
and this I had frequent occasions of proving, through, 
generally, my own fault 

Their persons are small, and rather delicate i^ 
appearance ; their features regular, and somewhat 
pleasing. With these fair traits of character they 
ate filthy to an extreme, eating and drinking any 
thing, however loathsome ; and the effluvia of their 
persons is putridity itself. They are considered 
good soldiers, and are excellent marksmen, either 
with the bow or rifle. The dress of either sex is 
nearly the same as that of the other Tartar nations, 
differing chiefly in their mode of ornamenting it, 
and consists of trowsers of the rein-deer skin, with 
the hair inside, and stockings and boots of the same 
animal ; the latter made from the legs. A waist- 
qoat or jacket also of leather, sometimes lined with 
white foxes' or with hares' skins, supplies the place 
of a thick sort of short surtout-coat of double lea- 
ther without the hair ; and lastly, for the severity 
of winter, of a single or double frock. with hair in 
and outside, the two leather sides being together. 
A warm cap and larg^ gloves, with sometimes a 
guard for the breast, of white fox, called nagrood- 
nick, viz. breast-cover, and a comforter round the 
neck, formed of the tails of the squirrel ; such is 
their costume, which is almost wholly furnished 
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from the ftkiss of rein-deer. Foxes' skim serve for 
caps and linings, and a wolf's is considered valnaUe^ 
as the warmest of all outside guments. They have 
also a guard for the forehead, ears, nose, and chin* 
Their heds are made of a hearts skin, or oi the large 
rein- deer's, with a blanket from the same animal, 
lined with the warmest for, and in shape like a 
bag, as the feet are completely enclosed ; an axe, 
a knife, wooden spoon, and kettle, constitute their 
only utensils ; the &nt m a sine qud non^ and a 
pipe of tobacco, with a glass of spirits, their highest 
luxury. Their modes of dress, and genial mode 
of living, &e. they have in common, more or less, 
with all other Siberian nations, whether the Tchnkt* 
chi, Ynkagires, Koriaks, Yakuti, or Kamtdiatdalea 
There is no oiher difference amongst them than ift 
the embroidery of their clothes, or the richness 
or poverty of ^ wearers ; and these I shall take 
occasion to notice in treating of a different tribe. 

Having parted with the Tongousians, for a long 
time I was delivered over to the YakutL In three 
days I reached Olekminsk, the last thirty miles on 
terseback, my Cossack bdng quite knodied nf 
from cold and want of exercise. I reached the 
place early in the evening, and went to the abode 
of the commissary, who was absent upon his an* 
nnal excursion for the collecting of tlfe yasack or 
^bnte. His house was, however, made my home, 
and there I passed the following day very agree* 
ably, his pretty, interesting, and modest daughter 
of fifteen doing the honoura of the house. I re* 
ceived visits from the postmaster, secretary, priests, 
and merchants; among the latter was a young 
Frenchman, who had been banished for some heavy 
crime, but, by his isubsequent good conduct, had 
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been adinilted to tha rights of a citu^en, and is now 
parrying on trade at Olekminsk. 
. From Olekninsk to Yakutsk is abont four hun-" 
dred miles, which, except the two last stages, I 
completed in the canoe« It was on the 1st Octo^ 
her that I left, and the 6th when I arriyed* The 
weather proved very cold, and snow fell heavily ; 
^e atmosphere dark, and having every appearance 
of winter ; yet, upon the whole, the season is con- 
aidered backward, as on the 1st of October thct 
Lena is generally frozen over, and in three weeks 
more admits of travellers with sledges ; but at this 
time I was enabled to reach within fifty or sixty 
miles by water, although with some risk and diffi«> 
culty. A noble chain of hills extend along the right 
bank of the river, with bold, precipitous bluffs run« 
ning into the stream, and with their dark-green 
firs enlivening the otherwise dreary aspect at the 
present time. The left bank assumed, from Olek* 
minsk, a low swampy, but rich pasture appearance, 
the hills taking a new direction. Upon approach- 
ing Yakutsk, the villages become less frequent, 
and the stations all longer, extending even to thirty- 
five and forty miles, yet the natives do every thing 
with cheerfulness. Nothing of any considerable 
attraction occurred to me, yet I felt as if existing 
upon the beautiful prospects and river scenery^ 
which cannot fail of creating a most lively interest. 
I reached Bistack, and was here surrounded by 
the ice, and the boat frozen in. Thus situated, I 
prosecuted the remaining part of the journey on 
land ; not, however, before I had encountered some 
peril and much difficulty in making good a land^ 
mg ; for although the- boat was surrounded with 
ice, still there were several fissures between us and 
the shore, and which t^pnld only be passed by 
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Wading through the water, no pleasant circumstance 
with 12^ and Ib^ of Reanmnr's frost. I, how- 
ever, bore them cheerfully, conscious that a warm 
yourte, and a hearty welcome, were always await- 
ing my arrival. The same kindness of heart which 
had provided me with a boat to descend the stream, 
procured me also a horse to ride, and, in the even- 
ing of the 6th of October, I found myself in the 
hoi^itable and comfortable residence of his excel-r 
lency, the governor of Yakutsk, Captain Minitsky 
of the Russian navy, who had passed many years 
in the English service, and three of them with my 
isousin. Captain N. D. Cochrane. In him I found a 
moat worthy, upright, and liberal friend, and warm<- 
ly interested for my success, to ensure which, every 
thing I desired was provided for me ; although it 
will hereafter appear that what I now considered 
as a most provident dress, having been put on in a 
warm room, turned out to be indeed a poor fit-out 
fojr such a journey. 

Yakutsk, although a considerable place of trade, 
and a great pass for the American Company, is iU 
built, and more scattered even than Irkutsk, in the 
most exposed of all bleak situations, on the left 
.bank of the Lena, which is in summer, four miles, 
'|ind winter, two miles and a half )^ide, appearing, 
as it really is, one of the finest streams in the world, 
running a course of more than three thousand miles 
- from its source, near Irkutsk, to the Frozen Sea, 
which it enters by several mouths. The stream is 
by no means a rapid one, but rather may be called 
lazy, as its name appears to import. There are 
seven thousand inhabitants in the city, of whom 
the greater part are Russians, and the rest Yakuti. 
Half-a-dozen churches, the remains of an old for- 
tress, a monastery, and some tolerable buildings. 
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gire it some decency of appeftmnce ; yet I ccftAd 
not help thinking it one of the most dreary look* 
ing places I had seen, though I was in the enjoy- 
ment of erery comfort, and therefore the less dis- 
posed to complain. 

Yakutsk is not an independent goTemraent, but 
belongs to that of Irkutsk. It has, however, a 
vice*govemor, and an independent chancery of its 
own, who regulate all its affairs, making a mere 
formal report. It contains, scattered over a wonder- 
ful extent of territory, about one hundred* and 
eighty-fire thousand inluihitants, composed of Rus- 
sians, Yakuti, a few Tongousi, and fewer Yuka« 
gires. Fifty thousand of the whole pay tribute, 
which is in furs, mostly sables. Those of Vittim 
and Olekma are considered the finest, bhickest, and 
smallest to be met with, a pair reaching as high as 
three and four hundred roubles, or from fifteen to 
twenty pounds sterling. Each taxable indiyidual 
pays one quarter of a sable, or, in general cases, 
each family one sable, which, if it cannot be pro- 
cured, is compromised by the payment of thirty 
shillings, reducing the tribute per head to seven 
shillings and sixpence, as that of a Russian is ten 
shillings. Thus the Russian pays nominally more, 
but actually less, than the aborigines ; the former 
^Y padaushniey the latter yasack — ^the former al- 
ways money, the latter furs. The greatest part of 
-the population subjected to the goyemment of 
Yakutsk liye on the banks of the Lena, and small 
streams running into it. No less than twenty thou- 
sand families certamly reside on them. The clear 
revenue derived is half a million of roubles, or 
twenty-five thousand pounds. The trade cairied 
on by its numerous pedlars is very considerable, 
from the immense quantity of the skins of all sorts. 
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T0U8CCO, tea, Bttgar, spiiitSy nankeens^ cotXoaSy 
kettles, knives, and the like, constitute the cargoes 
of the traders ; for which they receive the sldns of 
bears, wolves, sables, river otters, martins, foxes,, 
lynxes, squirrels, and ermines, at very unfair prices.. 
At Yakutsk, however, the value of them is well 
known. Bear skins, twenty and twenty-five shil- 
lings ; sables, from thirty to one hundred and fifty 
shillings ; a sea otter, from ten to thirty pounds ; 
river ditto, thirty and forty shillings ; a black fox, 
from five to twenty and even thirty pounds ; red 
Mid grey fox, two and three pounds; fiery red, 
fifteen shillings ; the white or arctic fox, £ye or six 
shillings, and the blue fox, eight or ten shillings ; 
aquurrels and ermines, sixpence to one shilling; 
wolves, ten shillings to a guinea, while I have my- 
self given seven guineas for a black wolf at Omsk ;. 
the martins which come from the coast of America 
are worth five or six shillings. These are the prices 
at Yakutsk, but they are purchased of the natives 
by the pedlars for goods enhanced one hundred and 
fifty per cent, and for one-half the price for which 
they sell at Yakutsk ; returning, in most cases, a 
qlear profit of two and three hundred per cent, be- . 
sides that the traders live upon the poor aborigines 
during the traffic. 

I remained in Yakutsk three weeks, making the 
needful preparations for my journey during so se- 
vere a season of the year. In particular,,! looked, 
to the nature of my dress, for the accounts of the 
cold which I should have to encounter werQ such, 
that I considered myself exposed to death, with-* 
out even the satisfaction of expecting to be buried, 
from the eternal frost that prevails here. Could, 
however, this feeling be gratified, the satisfaction 
uroald be materially increasedi by the knowledge 
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that the body itself would enter the next world in 
the same state that it left this ; for every where to 
the north of Yakutsk, the earth, two feet and a lialf 
below the surface, is perpetually frozen, conse- 
quently a carcase buried in it at that depth must 
remain perpetually the same. 

I determined, however, to start the day that the 
Lena should become passable on the ice. In the 
meantime, I was engaged in such society as Ya* 
kutsk could boast ; but if I could say little in this- 
Inspect in favour of Irkutsk, I should almost be si- 
lent regarding Yakutsk, where, except the chieTs 
wife, and those of one or two of the merchants, 
there is no society, and indeed scarcely any one of 
those can he spoken to by a traveller, especially 
by one whose long beard and haggard lool^ might 
well frighten them from me ; they were, however, 
safe on another account, namely, my extreme ig« 
norance of the Russian language. 

The way I passed my time at Mr Minitsky's 
was sufficiently regular : I rose early, and always 
went early to bed ; occupied, while daylight last- 
ed, with bringing up my journal ; then at a game 
at billiards ; afterwards at dinner, always on the 
most excellent fore, with wine, rum, and other de- 
licacies. In the evening, with a party of the na- 
tives, male and female, at the house of the chief; 
the ladies, to all appearance, dumb, not daring to 
utter a word, and solely employed in cracking their 
nuts, — a very small species of the cedar nut, which 
abounds in such quantities as to be made an article 
of trade to Okotsk and Kamtchatka. I am not ex- 
aggerating, when I say that half-a-dozen of females 
will sit down and consume each many hundreds of 
these nuts, and quit the house without having 
apoken a word— omless a stolen one, in fear it should' 
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be heard. Should tea and cakes foe offered, they 
will sip two> three, or four cnps, as long as the 
samaTar (a sort of copper tea-urn) has water in it. 
The maQuer of their using sagar*candy with tea» 
though perhaps not entirely singular, for the Chi- 
nese have the same fashion, is remarkably ridicu- 
lous ; each indiridual takes a small lump, which he 
grates between his teeth in such' a manner as only 
to consume a yery small part of it ; and thus, al- 
though the person has drunk three or more cups^ 
the greater portion of sugar remains, and, being 
placec^ upon the inverted cup, finds its way back 
to the sugar*dish when the party has broke up ; so 
that, probably, at the feast on the following day, 
a lady or gentleman may happen to get his old 
friend back again. Nor is it with sugar-candy alone 
that this system of economy is adopted. BiscuiiSy 
cakes, &c. on being presented, are received and 
placed behind them, on the chair, to keep warm, 
and their fragments also are ultimately restored to 
the basket. Thus luxuries of these kinds are ren^ 
dered cheap^ for the custom is general, and I have 
often witnessed thelact,notindeed atMr Minitsky's, 
but at other respectable houses, the inmates of which 
knew no better, and were ignorant of the chiefs 
disliking it. 

While the ladies are thus cracking their nuts, 
staring, and listening, and speechless, the gentle* 
men are employed in drinking rum or rye-brandy 
punch, as their tastes may dictate* Nor is even 
good rum a scarce article here^ coming as it doea 
by way of Kamtchatka. I was one feast-day on a 
visit to a respectable old gentleman, one of the 
council ; there were no chairs, but a long table was 
spread, with fish pies, a piece of roast beef, boiled 
deer's tongues, and some wild berries in a tart. 
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Tbe first thing presented is a glass of branny, wliicli 
I refused^ knowing the chief to have sent some good 
wine ; this I was offered, and accepted, when i was 
told by my Mend the chief, that it was not tiie 
custom to accept any thing of that kind the first 
time, but to await the third. Relying upon ^e 
chiefs better knowledge of the Siberian world, I 
refused the next glass of wine, which was offered 
me twice, and I need not say I ultimately lost it, 
probably from the practice of economising good 
wine in a place where it can seldom be procured. 

Great parade is kept up in this part of th^ world 
with respect to rank, and no lady visits the wife of 
the chief or vice-governor without kissing her hand ; 
while the latter sits motionless upon the sofa, with- 
out making the least acknowledgment of such a 
condescension* The same custom was also esla^ 
blished at Irkutsk with Governor Treskin s wife, 
who, being the mother of Mrs. Minitsky, of course 
initiated her daughter into the mysteries of her im- 
poitance : she probably finds a sad falling off when 
at St Petersburg. This absurd custom is carried 
so far, that the priests are compelled to <^r 
thanks and prayers for them, individually, every 
Sunday at church. Mr Minit^y is, howev^, a 
good man, and an exceedingly clever governor, 
equalled by few in Siberia; his situation is, of 
course, a good one, and could have been made 
equal to his utmost desires by fraud, trade, extor- 
tion, and corruption, had he felt so inclined. But, 
latterly, the conduct of the governor-general Spe- 
ranski has put all the people in office, in Siberia, 
upon the gm vive. 

That bribery is still carried on to great excess 
there -can be no doubt, nor is it possible for any 
man or men to prevent it ; it is the practice, and 

6 



YAKUTSK. 181 

carries here an appearance of right or law. It is 
the custom of Siberia, that the chiefs are allowed 
to receive presents on their names', or their saints'^ 
day. As an instance of this, a new governor of a 
province, who could not reach in time to- be pre-* 
sent at the feast of the commissary, was willing to 
make a good beginning. He accordingly sent an 
express to the commissary regretting the absence, 
at the same time forwarding to him a pair of e1e« 
gantly mounted pistols, and reminding him that 
the governor's name-day would take place that 
week, at which his attendance, &c. The old mi- 
serly commissary, who had hitherto resisted the 
custom of paying such compliments, could not re- 
sist such a challenge, and attended the feast at the 
cost of ten thousand roubles. Here is an instance 
of a governor openly offering a bribe, as well as of 
openly demanding one. They are but the repre- 
sentatives of much worse, as I shall hereafter have 
an opportunity of observing. 

My dresses completed, and the river having, ac- 
cording to custom, been passed and declared closed, 
I packed up my knapsack and other baggage, and 
I was provided also with a couple of bags of black 
biscuit through the kindness of my host, with a 
piece of roast beef, a few dried fish, half-a-dozen 
pounds of tea^ and twenty pounds of sugar-candy, 
besides fifty pounds of tobacco, and a keg of vod- 
key (corn-brandy), a most indispensable article on 
such a journey, whether for my own or others' 
consumption. I had besides a pipe, flint, steel, and 
axe, and, what was of most importance, ^ Cossack 
companion, who indeed proved invaluable to me. 
My destination was Nishney Kolymsk, distant 
about one thousand eight hundred miles, which 
were to be travelled over in the coldest season of 
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the year, and in what is esteemed the coldest part 
of the north-east of Asia. All this I heeded xmk- 
thing, and provided, cis I thoughty wbh wurm 
clothing, considered myself as proof against at lek^ 
50^ of Reaumur's frost. The spirit thermometer 
at Yakutsk, measured at Mr Minitsky's house^ 
was 27° of cold of Heaumur, or nearly the sam^ 
numb^ of degrees below the zero of Fahrenheit, 
yet I walked about the streets of Yakutsk with 
only my nankeen surtout, trowsers of the aaoM 
materia], shoes^ and worsted stockings ; a flannel 
waistcoat which had lost its principal yirtuO) was 
the only warm clothing ; yet I can truly say I wa« 
not at all incommoded. This fact, which can b^ 
testified by Governor Minitsky, now in St Peters* 
burg, alike surprised him as well as every othw 
person ; nor was my conduct upon my return the 
less careless of the effects to be apprehended from 
exposure to such veiy severe weather. At Irkutsk^ 
in the month pf January, with 40° of Reaumur, X 
have gone about, late and early, either for exercise 
or amusement, to balls or dinners, yet did I nevec 
use any other kind of clothing than I do now ia 
the streets of London. Thus my readers must not 
suppose my situation to have been so desperate. 
It is true the natives felt surprised, and pitied my 
apparently forlorn and hopeless situation, not seem- 
ing to consider that when the mind and body are 
in constant motion, the elements can have little 
effect upon the peraon. I feel confident that most 
of the miseries of human life are brought en by 
want of a solid education-— of firm reliance on a 
bountiful and ever- attendant Providence — of aspi** 
rit of perseverance — of patience under fatigue and 
privations, and a resolute determination to hold to 
the point of duty, never to shrink while life retai]l^ . 
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A Spark, or while '^ a shot is in the locker/* as sai^ 
knrs say. Often indeed bare I felt myself in dif« 
ficult and trying circumstances, from cold, or hnn* 
ger, or fatigae ; although, thank God, not to the 
degree which my unfortunate brother officer Cap* 
tain Franklin experienced, yet still to a degree be- 
yond what would, in England, be considered suf- 
ficient to cure me of my wandering propensities ; 
and I may affirm, with gratitude, that I have never 
felt happier than ev^n in the encountering of these 
difficulties. Thus, in the present case, I had no 
second parka, or frock ; no knee-preservers, blan- 
ket^ or bed ; an indifferent pair of gloves, and a 
cold cap ; no guard for my chih, ears, or nose ; in 
short, I was not properly provided, which I found 
0Qt too late, and attribute the preservation of my 
life solely to the strength of my constitution, which 
I have never seen equalled to this hour. 

It was on the last day of October that I depmrt* 
ed from Yakutsk with my Cossack, the thermome- 
ter being at 27^ of frost. I had, through the kind- 
ness of my friend, Mr Mmitsky, been provided 
with a couple of sledges, and every recommenda- 
tion within his power. It is impossible for me to 
describe the different emotions which agitated my 
breast as I quitted the last limit of civilization, of 
the friends I had made, and of all that could attach 
me to society ; for although I felt a confidence of 
meeting with hospitality and every assistance I 
could desire, still, to a sensible mind, the enterprise 
was formidable, going as I did alonej and ignorant 
even of the Russian language, much more that of 
the Tartar tribes. For the means of meeting the 
latter difficulty, I was indebted to the numerous 
people who spoke English, French, and German, 
one of whom I met at almost every halting-place, 
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when the dulness of a Cossack interpreter could 
hardly afford me the means of amusement, much 
less of information. 

The cold I suffered in the sledge, and the jolt^ 
ing movement attending the passive of the ice or 
the Lena^ now crumbled by the stream into hil- 
locks, soon roused me, and I jumped out, prefer- 
ring to walk ; and though I bad my feet almost 
frozen while in the sledge, the exercise, and weight 
of my clothes^ soon brought me to a state of per- 
spiration by the time I had reached fifteen miles^ 
when I halted for the night in a pleasant yourte. 

The next, a cold and windy day, I resumed my 
journey, alternately walking and riding on horse*^ 
back, to escape at once from fatigue and cold, and 
measured forty miles over a level but well wooded 
country. I felt much pleased with the attentions 
of the Yakuti^ who provided me, as I arrived, with 
milk, meat, and not seldom with T^lotted cream, at 
times also with wild raspberries, called here ma- 
liena, immersed in jt« Such were my delicacies 
until I reached the banks of the river Aldan, a no- 
ble stream running into the Lena. I had passed 
a small place called Miera, where are two churches, 
for the performance of divine worship in the Yakut 
dialect, at which, although I understood nothing of 
it, I attended, A more dreary looking place I 
have never seen. It overhangs the banks of a con- 
siderable lake. The situation in summer may be 
better ; but what can be otherwise than dreary in 
Siberia during the winter ? The latter part of the 
journey to Aldan was through romantic valleys, 
whose numerous streams and lakes supply a great 
abundance of fish. They are also studded with 
numerous traps, of various descriptions, for foxes, 
bears, sables, and wolves ; and the quantity of ani- 
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Rials of the chase is equal to the demand. Ther^ 
appeared a considerable population, and many 
wealthy knezes or princes, who, wherever I met 
them, were kind and hospitable. I reached Aldan 
the fourth day, the distatice being abont one hun- 
dred and fifty miles ; the last day's journey sixty. 
My face was suffering greatly from the effects of 
a cold wind. 

At Aldan I staid two days, while horses were 
procuring for the post which I was accompanying ; 
but finding them still tardy, I made the prince un- 
derstand, that unless I had them next morning, we 
must return to Yakutsk ; and the better to persuade 
him of my intention, I availed myself of a letter in 
English to Mr Minitsky, the contents of which 
really were to thank him for his kindness and hos- 
pitality to me, but which I represented as a letter 
of complaint against the Yakut prince. The lat- 
ter took it, though apparently in the greatest ap- 
prehension of Its consequences, and actually de- 
livered it himself, at Yakutsk, by way of atone- 
ment. Mr Minitsky repeated the circumstance 
upon my return. Poor fellow I however I might 
turn die matter for my own benefit, little intention 
had I of making a complaint, where indeed there 
was no fault. My letter, however, had the effect 
of procuring horses on the third day, and we de- 
parted in high glee, as the same beasts were to 
cany us to Baralass, distant one hundred and fifty 
miles, which will be the less wonder^ when it is 
observed, that the horses go loaded with two hun- 
dred weight from Yakutsk to Kolyma, and back 
again, through roads and over a country deemed 
almost impassable. So tremendous a journey is it 
considered, and so difficult of accomplishment by 
one and the same horse, that the charge for each 

q2 



186 ALDAN* 

animal to go to the Kol^ma^ is more than equiva* 
lent to the valne of the horse at Yakutsk. Go- 
vernment pay hy contract for each load to the 
Kolyma, ninety, while the merchants pay one hun- 
dred and twenty, ronhles ; for the return, govern- 
ment pay forty-five, and the merchants sixty, rou- 
hies. Upon the outward journey the horse carries 
from two hundred and forty to three hundred; 
while upon the return, not more than one bondred 
and fifty pounds weight. The common value of a 
horse at Yakutsk, for this toorhy is from seventy* 
five to ninety rouhles ; but there are horses whose 
owners have refused from six to ten thousand rou- 
bles ; — a prodigious sum in this part of the world. 
I believe there are not many instances of a horse 
having taken two loads, and returned again to 
Yakutsk from the Kolyma, and no instance of three 
loads* This is no depreciation of the value of the 
Yakuti's horses, which are of a very fine thou^ 
small br«ed ; I consider their powers as infmor to 
none of their own size, ami might adduce, as in- 
stances of it, that a Yakut will, for a considerable 
wager, ride his horse from two hundred to two 
hundred and fifty versts in twenty-four hours. I 
think in a late instance three hundred versts, equal 
to one hundred and seventy miles, have been per- 
formed by one horse within twenty-four hours, not 
by any violent exertion, but by regular trotting, 
which would astonish the sporters of Old EngUmd. 
Nor is a Yakut befaind-hand with such sporter in 
betting ; I never saw a people with more spirit of 
gambling than these, who are otherwise ignorant. 
The very contracts which the Yakuti make with 
the government to forward on their stores or pro- 
visions, are often lost at a game of cards ; that is, 
the money to be paid for such contract is put in 
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Opposition to the execution of it — a itaost fierious 
difference. 

On tlie 6th of Novemher I crossed the Aldan, 
and hreakfasted at a solitary yonrte (at ten miles), 
completing in the evening thirty miles, where we 
halted in a cahin ahont ten feet square. Had it, 
howeyer, heen mnch worse or smaller, I must have 
felt thankful, for I had been severely pinched by 
the effects of the cold and the wind in my face. 
A good fire, a cup of tea, and a sound slumber, 
with pleasant dreams, perfectly refreshed me by 
^e ensuing morning. The country had of late 
been level, but at twenty miles I became enve- 
loped in a lofty chain of mountains, which I had 
been for some time gradually ascending, and which 
are called the Toukonlan chain, from the word 
Touku, which, in the Yakut language, signifies 
*< noisy ;" as indeed the river of that name does roar 
down its precipitous banks. In the same chain 
also the Yana has its source. We halted for the 
night at the foot of a mountaioous peak^ sheltered 
from the cold north wind ; and as this wa& the firs^ 
night which I was to pass in the open air, I shall 
describe the manner of it, in order that it may be 
known bow far (contrary to my eal<hilations) our 
situation was susceptible even of comfort. 

The first thing on my arrival was to unload the 
horses, loosen their saddles or pads, take the bridle 
out of their mouths, and tie them to a tree in such 
a manner that they could not eat. The Yakuti 
then with their axes proceeded to fell timber, while 
I and the Cossack, with our lopatkas^ or wooden 
spades, cleared away the snow, which was general- 
ly a couple of feet deep. We then spread branches 
of the pine tree, to fortify us from the damp or cold 
earth beneath us ; a good fire was now soon made^ 
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and each bringing a leatiiem bag from liie baggage^ 
fbrnished himself with a seat. We then put the 
kettle on the fire, and soon forgot the sufferings 
of the day. At times the weather was so cM 
tbdt we were almost obliged to creep into the fire ; 
and as I was much worse off than the rest of the 
fwrty for warm clothiiig, I had recourse to every 
stratagem I could devise to keep my blood in cir- 
culation. It was barely possible to keep one side 
of the body from freezing, while the other might 
be said to be roasting. Upon the whole, I passed 
the night tolerably well, although I was obliged to 
get up five or six times to take a walk, or ran for 
die benefit of my feet. While thus employed, I 
discovered that the Yakuti had drawn the fire frtmi 
our side to theirs, a trick which I determined to 
counteract the following night. I should here 
observe, that it is the custom of the Yakuti to get 
to leeward of the fire, and then, undressing them* 
selves^ put the whole of their clothes as a shelter 
for the outer side of their bodies, while the inner 
aide receives a thorough roasting from exposure to 
the fire ; this plan also gives them the benefit of 
the warmth of their own bodies. The thermome^ 
ter during the day had ranged from 20^ to 25% 
according to the elevation of the ran. 

The following day, at thirty miles, we again 
halted in the snow, when I made a horse-shoe fire, 
which I found had the effect I desired, of keep- 
ing every part of me alike warm, and I actually 
slept well without any other covering than my 
clothes thrown over me, whereas before I had on- 
ly the consolation of knowing that if I was in a 
fre^ng state with one half of my body, the other 
was meanwhile roasting to make amends. On the 
third night I reached the foot of the mountaiimua 
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pass which may be said to lead to Northern Si- 
beria. My route had hitherto lain generally on 
the banks of the Toukoulan, which runs along a 
picturesque valley on the western range of the 
mountains, and is well wooded with fir, larch, and 
alder. Upon reaching thus far, I looked up at 
what I had yet to perform^ and, I confess, felt 
astonished, not at the height, but how it could be 
practicable to get up a slippery and almost track* 
less road. However we commenced, and mainly 
by preferring the deep snow, as I uniformly did, 
at last gained the summit, but not without great 
fatigue ; a horse could not carry a person up un- 
der a considerable time, and it took me two hours 
at least. We sat down, my Cossack and I, to gain 
breath and wait for the Yakuti with the baggage, 
in the mean time smoking a pipe ; but it was too 
cold to remain ; we therefore prepared to descend. 
As to keeping my feet, however, that was impos- 
sible ; I therefore lay down, and slid to the bot- 
tom of the m'ost dangerous part, a feat for which 
I had nearly paid dear, by coming in contact with 
a horse which had taken the same expeditious mode 
of descending. The path was so narrow, that one 
error would have pitched me for ever into the abyss 
of snow beneath ; and, although not deep, would 
have prevented a return^ unless I had fortunately 
fallen with my feet downwards ; the half-frozen 
surface of the snow serving in some manner to 
bring the person up ; falling on one side I found 
very dangerous, unless somebody was near to ren- 
der assistance. I. soon reached what I may term 
a charity yourte, being erected by the community 
in general for the accommodation and preservation 
of travellers. It consists of a twelve feet square 
room, with a small anteroom which serves as an 
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entiy, and m&y be properljr termed b. log-hovse, 
having no window, unless a large opening in the 
roof may be so termed. The centre is left to form 
ft neat hearth or fire-place, on the same level as 
the sleeping places round it, which are six in num- 
ber, and about eighteen inches off the ground, 
leaving a narrow passage between the hearth and 
bed places, which are formed of earth, boarded up 
and planked over ; they were indeed very comf<Ht- 
able cells. Outside, the building is supported and 
banked up with snow, and the roof is covered with 
the same article, no fear being entertained of its 
ever melting during ^he travelling season ; the <Hily 
inconvenience is fi^m the smoke not having a free 
outlet, unless the door is open, which makes it very 
eold, and otherwise unpleasant. 

We passed a tolerable night, in company with 
some other travellers bound to Yakutsk, and next 
morning resumed our journey in fine weather ; and 
in this way, at the expiration of six days, we reach- 
ed Baralass^ ahemately sleeping in snow or in an 
uninhabited yourte, as our progress made it neces- 
sary. 

These charity yourtes are placed at an incon- 
venient distance, being twenty-five miles asunder, 
too great in bad weather, and too little in fine ; 
twelve miles would be preferable, as travellers 
would then always have a comfortable resting- 
place at one or the other, at least where wood is 
to be had. The country over which I had come 
may be deemed on the whole very picturesque, 
the road lying between two elevated ranges of 
mountains ; the valleys exceedingly well wooded, 
gradually diminishing as the summit is approach- 
ed, where nothing but the purest frozen snow is to 
be seen. There are also innumerable valleys, 
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emanating from the principal one, whidi produce 
a beautiful effect, besides furnishing Sue timber ; 
but with all its beauty or grandeur of scenery, it 
is dreary and desolate, not an individual dwelling 
in the whole extent from Aldan to Baralass, a 
distance equal to half the length of England. 

I was civilly and hospitably received by a Yakut 
prince, who gave me a supply of frozen milk^ and 
we resumed our journey to Tabalak ; we made 
forty miles the first day, by a good road, the snow 
.being hard frozen. The little river Sartan runs 
along the valley, and unites with the Yana. I 
met a few hunting Yakuti^ armed with bows and 
acrows, some on horseback, and others on fooU 
They appear an extremely civil people. The fbI-> 
lowing day, with great labour, walking and riding 
alternately, we reached forty miles; the horses 
distressed, and the guides no better ; the weather, 
snow and wind. For myself, I was much dis<« 
heartened, but I felt that I had no choice ; go I 
must, for return I would not had things been ten 
times worse. The third was the coldest day I had 
experienced, the thermometer at twenty-eight and 
thirty d^ees below the freezing point of Heau- 
mur, attended with some snow. We passed se- 
verid habitations of the Y^kuti, who invariably of- 
fered us a lodging and provision for the day ; and 
always appropriated to me the best berth, which 
is in that corner of the room under the image, and 
opposite to the fire. We now left the river and 
valley of Sartan, crossed a considerable range of 
hills to the eastwai'd, and entered upon an open 
country, where we got over more easily, the path 
being very fair. Passing the banks of the Borou- 
lak, we came in time to witness the result of one 
of their field-sport^s, in the death of a deer, which 
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had been levelled by a rifle-shot ; of coarse I had 
the most luxurious part presented to me, being the 
marrow of the fore-legs. I did not find it dis- 
agreeable, though eaten raw and warm from life ; 
in a frozen state I should consider it a great deli- 
cacy. The animal was the size of a good calf, 
weighing about 200 lbs. ; such a quantity of meat 
may serve four or five good Yaknti for a single 
meal, with whom it is ever famine or feast, glut- 
tony or starvation. 

We reached Tabalak on the sixth day from Ba- 
ralass, the latter part of the road lying on the Bo- 
ronlak^ var3ring from excellent to execrable, as we 
changed from the river to the banks ; the distance 
is two hundred and thirty miles. It is not badly 
peopled, considering the access to it, as compared 
with the former part of my journey. Here we 
overtook an expedition bound to the river Kolyma, 
for the purpose of discovery, under the charge of 
the steersman. It consisted of one hundred and 
fifty loaded horses, apparently in a sad state from 
being too heavily laden. Independent of the ex- 
pedition, there were on the road a great many ped- 
lars bound to the same place, to be ready for the 
fair of the Tchuktchi. What will not avarice or 
ambition prompt man to ? But I am not the per. 
son to be astonished, who am voluntarily travelling 
the same road, without necessity or occasion. The' 
journey is at present rendered increasingly labo- 
rious by numerous trees which have fallen ; whe- 
ther from the efiects of wind, the force of the wa- 
ters, or natural decay. It is no uncommon thing, 
during the spring, for the trees which have been 
left by the winter s blasts or summer's deluge, to 
salute the traveller in passing, at least if he shonid 
happen to step upon the roots, which are almost 
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level with the surface of the earth ; so perfectly 
frozen is the whole country north of 60? of lati- 
tude. 

At Tahalak I had a pretty good specimen of the 
appetite of a child, whose age (as I understood 
from the steersman, who spoke some English and 
less French) did not exceed five years. I bad ob- 
served the child crawling on tbe floor, and scrap- 
ing np with its thumb the tallow-grease which fell 
from a lighted candle, and I inquired in surprise 
whether it proceeded from hunger or liking of the 
iat. I was told from neither, but simply from the 
habit in both Yakuti and Tongousi of eating when- 
ever there is food, and never permitting any thing 
that can be eaten to be lost. I gave the child a 
candle made of the most impure tallow, a second, 
and a third, — and all were devoured with avidity. 
The steersman then gave him several pounds of 
fionr frozen butter ; this also he immediately con- 
sumed ; lastly a large piece of yellpw soap ; — all 
Went the same road ; but as I was convinced that 
the child would continue to gorge as long as it 
could receive any thing, I begged my companion 
to desist as I had done. 

As to the statement of what a man can or will 
eat, either as to quality or quantity, I am afraid it 
would be quite incredible ; in fact, there is no- 
thing in the way of fish or meat, from whatever 
animal, however putrid or unwholesome, but they 
will devour with impunity, and the quantity only 
varies from what they have, to what they can get* 
I have repeatedly seen a Yakut or a Tongouse de- 
vour forty pounds of meat in a day. The efiect 
is very observable upon them, for, from thin and 
meagre-looking men, they will become perfectly 
pot-bellied. Their stomachs most be differently 

VOL. I. R 




TABALAK. 

formed from ours, or itwouldbe imposttible for them 
to drink off at a draught, as they really do» tkeir 
tea and soup scalding hot, (so hot, at least, that an 
European would have difficulty lit even sipping at 
it,) without the least inconvenience. I have seen 
three of these gluttons consume a rein-deer at one 
meal ; nor are they nice as to the choice of parts ; 
nothing being lost» not even the contents of the 
bowels, which, with the aid of fat and b^ood, are 
converted into black puddings. 

For an instance, in confirmation of this, no 
doubt, extraordinary statement, I shall refer to the 
voyages of the Russian admiral, Saritcheff. " No 
sooner," he says, << had they stopped to. rest or 
spend the nighty than they bad theii* kettle on the 
fire, which they never left until they pursued then; 
journey, spending the intervals for rest in eating, 
andy in consequence of no sleep, were drowsy all 
the ne^t day." The admiral also says, <' That 
such extraordinary voracity was never attended 
with any ill effects, although they made a practice 
of devouring, at one meal, what would have killed 
any other person. The labourers," the admiral says, 
'' had an allowance of four poods, or one hundred 
^d forty-four English pounds, of fat, and seventy^, 
two pounds of rye flom', yet in a fortnight they 
complained of having nothing to eat. Not credit-^ 
ing the fact, the Yakuti said that one of them was 
accustomed to consume at home, in the space of Sk 
day, or twenty-four hours, the hind quarter ^ a 
large or, tvjeniy pouTids offaty and a proportionate 
quantity qfmeUed butter for Ms drink. The appear-» 
ance of the man not justifying the assertion, the 
admiral had a mind to try his gormandizing powers, 
smd for that pui*pose he had a thick porridge of rice 
boiled <^wn with three pounds of butter, weighing 
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together twenty-eight pounds, and although the 
gintton had already breakfasted^ yet did he sit down 
to it with the greatest eagerness, and consumed the 
whole without stirring from the spot ; and, except 
that his stomach betrayed more than ordinary ful- 
ness^ he showed no sign of inconvenience or in- 
jury, but would hare been ready to renew hia 
gluttony the following day." So much for the ad- 
miral, on the truth of whose account I place per- 
fect reliance. 

Tabalak is the residence of a corporal of the 
Cossacks, who has the charge of the post, and com- 
mands over the surrounding Yakuti. He is mar- 
ried, and appears to live here with tolerable com- 
fort. The country round is studded with lakes». 
producing abundance of fine fish. I staid a couple 
of days to refresh myself, and, on the 22d of No- 
vember, I resumed my journey. The weather was 
now very cold, and my knees became exceedingly 
painful, from sitting, as I thought, too much on 
norseback ; consequently I walked more, in spite 
of the fatigue, going over fifteen and twenty miles 
a-day on foot, and always in those places where it 
was difficult for the horse to carry me. The first 
night we halted on the banks of a small lake, where 
some fishermen were hauling their nets, although 
the ice was twenty inches deep ; of course I be- 
came entitled to a proportion of the fish caught,— 
to insure which, I invariably partook of the fatigue. 
Let who will malce his appearance, of whatever 
tribe or religion in Siberia, he will certainly be en- 
titled to food if he partakes in the labour of catch- 
ing it — I do not know a more humane custom. 
The plan is indeed ingenious, and proves that << ne- 
cessity is the mother of invention." Having fixed 
upon the spot, a lai^ hole is made in tlie most 
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distant part opposite to the place to which the fisb 
are to be hauled, and then holes are also made 
from it on each side circnlarl^ towards the point 
where the fish are to be caught : the distance front 
hole to hole about fifteen or twenty feet ; the whole 
of the net is then let down ,the first opening, as are 
the ropes attached to the hauling of it; which ropes 
are fastened to a long pole, which, under the ice, 
conducts the ropes from hole to hole. Both ends 
are taken up at the last and largest opening, and 
the net is thus hauled, and a considerable quantity 
of fish are caught. The following figure will re- 
present the plan, the size and distance of the aper- 
tures being proportioned to the size .of the net and 
length of the ropes : — 




A, representing the opening where the net is first 
sunk ; B, where it is hauled down ; the other open- 
ings, those made for communication ; and the space 
within the other circle, the lake. 

We halted at a most magnificent range of moun« 
tains, nmning from east to west-north-west, with 
lofty projecting bluflPs and terrific precipices, on 
lands gently rising from the thickly wooded basis 
into elevated peaks and long extents of table lands, 
m all the wild variety of nature. I regretted my 
inability to sketch this beautiful view. 
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The route lay along the riyer Tostak twenty-five 
miles ; then crossing the mountains into the valley, 
and on to the river Dogdoa, now deeply hid in 
6BOW, and occasioning great labour to man and 
borse. We were frequently obliged to halt and 
clear away the snow with oar spades, to enable the 
asimiJs to proceed, at other times to imload them, 
and drag the baggage for two or three hundred 
yards. In these cases all distinctions of rank are 
laid aside, every person assisting and taking charge 
of his own horse ; the only difference, a very slight 
one, being in favour of the hindmost, and even that 
was regulated, as the horses must take their turn 
to lead, though the riders did not. When free from 
this heavy work, we were almost as badly off, be* 
ing then on the river, the state of which absolute- 
ly prevented the progress of the horses, without 
first chopping up the ice with hatchets, and then 
carefully leading the animids. In short, such was 
the nature of our road, that we had almost to carry 
the horses through the snow, and support then^ over 
ice so clear and slippery, that oil poured over it 
could not ha:ve made it worse. With all the assis- 
tance we couki ^ve, and even with that which we 
rendered them in tying cloths under their feet, as 
well as a rope above their fetlocks, of sufficient 
length only to enable them to make short steps for- 
ward, and preventing their sliding sideways, it was 
found impossible to save them dreadful falls and 
heavy strains ; they constantly fell .groaning xmder 
^eir loads, and it was reaUy painful evto to witness 
their sufferings. Three days passed in this manner, 
and I felt that if ever I had earned my coarse fare, it 
was during that period. Two horses had been al- 
lotted to me, and my plan was, to cmiduct one of 
them over the worst part, tie him to a tree, and 

r2 
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then return for the other— ^nd so on. The Yakiiti 
felt grateful for the willingness with which I took 
my share of the labour. 

The next part of our road lay along the little 
rivers Kabbregah, Koudouronkui, Rasoka, and Ka- 
men-da-Maslo ; after whicfa^, leaving the moan- 
tainous part, we got upon an extensive plain, and 
reached a charity yourte very late, having been 
obliged to abandon one of the horses. I was now 
suffering much in my feet, on which the frozen per* 
spiration had formed blisters, in which state I had 
also to encounter water even upon the ice^ This, 
as it appears to me^ is occasioned by the intenseness 
of the frost contracting the ice, till, in the end, it 
divides about the centre ; cold being of so peculiar 
a quality, as in the first place to expand, and ulti- 
mately to contract, all fluids it afiects. The same 
observation applies to the ground, which cracks 
alike, whether from the effect of heat or cold ; in- 
deed, so powerful is the congelation of water, that 
it even spUts mountains asunder— 4 fact which ia 
here every where visible. Many of these moun- 
tains are of slate, and the rest appear but a com^ 
mon sort of rock and granite ; but onf the banks of 
the river Kamen-da-Maslo, there is produced a fossil 
or an earthy substance, called in Russian Kamen- 
noye Maslo, or stone butter, which is eaten in va^ 
rious ways, as well by the Russians as Tongonsi — ^it 
is of a yellowish cream-colour, and not impleasant 
in taste ; but it is forbidden, as pernicious in its ef- 
fects, producing various disorders, as the gravel, &c* 

This earthy matter is found to be a fossil or salt, 
oozing out of rocks in many parts of Siberia, bat 
chiefly from those near the river Irtish and Yenis. 
sei. When it is exposed to the air in dry weather. 
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it hardens, but in wet weather it again becomes 
soft or liquid. 

The horses requiring much rest from their fa« 
tigues, we did not depart until late. The inter- 
mediate time I consumed in various employments^ 
chiefly by contrasting^ in my mind the populous 
cities and towns I had left, with the remote and 
widely distant villages I now meet, and " those vast 
and uncultivated tracts," as are observed by Talley- 
rand, when speaking upon society, " traversed ra- 
ther than peopled by men who belong to no nation. 
It is a novel spectacle for a traveller who, taking- 
his departure from a large town where society is 
perfected, watches every degree of civilization and 
industry becoming every moment weaker, till he 
arrives in a few days at the clumsy and coarse hut, 
constructed with the trunks of fallen trees. Such 
a journey is a practical analysis of the origin and 
progress of nations, where we have a complicated 
aggregate to arrive at the most simple elements : 
every day we lose sight of some one of those in- 
ventions which our unceasing wants have render- 
ed necessary, and seem to travel backward in the 
history of the progress of the human mind* If 
such a spectacle invites the imagination, if we are 
delighted to find in space what alone belongs to 
time, we must be content to see very few sociid ties 
among those men who appear so little to belong 
to the same association, so little to possess an uni- 
formity of character/' These ideas, so congenial 
with my own, occupied me in a melancholy mood, 
till i rose, and, lookinff at the grandeur of the sce- 
nery, reflected, that wherever I was, the same Pk'o- 
vidence was there also. 

The extensive chains of mountains viewed from 
the spot where I write this are truly fine ; they run 
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from east-north-east to west-south-west ; the river 
Rasoka runs along the eastern range, and is visible 
for many miles within the two ranges, which ap- 
pear to have been torn asunder by some convulsion 
of nature. I was, ho wever, obliged to quit the scene, 
snd pursue my journey ov^ a e^ountry agreeably 
diversified with hill and dale, — ^the path lying first 
along the banks of the Biekhall and then of the 
Bludenaya, where I halted in a most beautiful and 
close vdley, surrounded on all sides by lofty and 
well-clothed mountains. 

On the ninth day I started for Zashiversk, dis- 
tant forty miles, the first twenty of which was by 
a rising path^ until I reached the greatest elevation 
of a lofty mountain, with some peril and more dif-< 
ficulty. The scene reminded me of my journey 
across the sandy hills at the back of Vera Cruz, 
with this difference only, that the gale, generally 
attending both, obscures in the one instance the at- 
mosphere with sand, and in the other with snow ; in 
both no traces of a path can long exist if there be 
any wind. The snow lay from four to six feet deep, 
and our situation was at one time extremely dan- 
gerous, being completely ignorant which way to 
mm ; not the smallest vestige of verdure was to be 
seen, and except a few crosses (another resemblance 
to Vera Cmz), which were sure to receive the of- 
fering of the Yakuti, consisting of horse-hair drawn 
from the tail or mane of horses, in token of their 
gratitude for safe arrival at the summit, nodimg was 
visible. By good fortune and perseverance^ we at 
length got quit of this desert of snow, and rapidly 
descended the north-east side of the hills, enjoying 
the magnificent winter scene which gradually opems 
to view. I soon reached the banks of the Chou- 
boukatah, and the more considerable Galanima, and 
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then^ aloBg a well-wooded valley, gained the rapid 
Indigirka, just at the point where the latter falls in- 
to it ; not long after which I entered the town of 
Zashiyersk. 

Of all the places J have ever seen, hearing the 
name of a city or town^ this is the most dreary and 
desolate ; my hlood froze within me as I heheld and 
approached the place. All that I have seen in pas- 
fling rocky or snowy sierras or passes in Spain, in 
traversing the wastes of Canada, or in crossing the 
Cordilleras or Andes of North America, the Py- 
renees or the Alps, cannot be compared with the 
desolation of the scene around me I The first con- 
siderable halting-place from Yakutsk, the half-way 
house, is nine hundred or one thousand miles re- 
moved from a civilized place. Such a spot gives 
name to a commissariat, and contains seven habi- 
tations of the most miserable kind, inhabited seve- 
rally by two clergymen, each separate^ a non-com- 
missioned officer, and a second in command ; a 
postmaster, a merchant, and an old widow. I have, 
during my service in the navy, and dormg a period 
when seamen were scarce, seen a merchant ship 
with sixteen guns, and only fifteen men, but luever 
before saw a town with only seven inhabitants. 

The distance to Zashiversk from Tabalak is two 
hundred and fifty miles, throughout the whole of 
which there is not a single inhabited dwelling, 
and but eight charity yourtes. The weather had> 
generally speaking, been calm and mild, seldom 
exceeding 25° of frost of Reaumnr. This miser- 
able town is, however, at least an hospitable place. 
It is seated on the right bank of the Indigirka, 
which flows with great rapidity, and, during the 
summer^ carries every thing before it. The moun- 
tains to the west are bold and bare, producing no* 
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tbing beBtdes a few dwarf pmee ; tbese i»diintlHn6 
confine the rirer for forty miles farther to the north, 
where it spreads, and forms a continuation of lakeb 
until it enters the Icy Sea. 

Fish is fine and most abundant, and constitutes 
almost the only support of the numerous inhabit 
(ants. There is not a blade of grass near the 
place, and no horses &te kept nearer than thirty 
miles ; so that th^e is no little difficulty in brings 
ing the bay which maintains a couple of cowel. 
The planner or proposer of this site for a town 
might deserve punisnment) but certainly less thatt 
lliat of being made its perpetual commander. I^ 
howerer, remained three days, linng in a state of 
luxury to which I had, of late, been a stranger. 
Hares, wolves,^ bears, wild rein-deer, and elkS) 
which abound here, were my ordinary food ; foxes, 
which are also in great plenty, are also sometimes 
used. Bear and wolf meat I found good when 
Tery hungry ; rein-deer I found a delicate diet ; but 
elk, I think, surpasses every thing I have tasted, 
having all the nutriment of beef, with all the d^« 
cate fiavour of die rein*deer« 

On the 3d of December I quitted the ioum of 
Zashiversk, not ungrateful for the hospitality of its 
poor inhabitants, who bad supplied me with plenty 
of fish, here eaten in a raw state, and which to this 
hour I remember as the greatest delicacy I have 
ever tasted. Spite of our prejudices, there is no» 
thing to be compared to the melting of raw fish in 
the mouth; oysters, clotted cream, or the finest 
jelly in the world is nothing to it ; nor is it only a 
small quantity that may be eaten of this precious 
commodity. I myself have finished a whole fish, 
which, in its frozen state, might have weighed two 
or three pounds, and, with black biscuit, and a 
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gliiids of rye-hrandy, have defied either nature or 
furt to prepare a better meal. It is cat up ov 
shaved into slices with a sharp knife, from head ta 
tail, and thence derives the name of stroganina ; 
to complete the luxury only salt and pepper were 
iiranting« Having charged myself with a leather 
hag of these, which are always of a white colour, 
$ud generally of the sturgeon kind, I resumed my 
route along the crystal surface of the Indigirka. 
My first day's journey brought me more acquaint-^ 
^d with the power and use of dogs, although I have 
seeH them in London drawing a poor sailor wha 
had lost both his legs ; here, however, water or ice^ 
fish, fire- wood, travellers and their goods, and every 
thing that convenience can demand, are drawn by 
those domestic anioials. 

At forty miles the mountains diverge firom the 
course of the river to the east-north-east and 
west-south'West, the former chain gbing towards 
the Kolyma, and the latter embanking the Yana ; 
the country between them a vast desert. The 
twentieth day we had passed thirty Dalles, still ou 
the shallow, transparent, and slippery Indigirka, 
which g^ve us another lesson of our hard work. 
Many islands lay in the river, which, during the 
summer, present a scene of desolation almost in- 
eredible, from the efiects of the wonderful over-< 
flowing of the rivers. In journeying along th^ 
nvecy my horse twice feU under me upon his broad- 
side, yet without injury to me, as I used no stir^ 
fups, my feet hanging at liberty for the purpose oi 
kicking the horse's sides to keep them warm. My 
route lying north, the mountains gradually disap- 
peared as I entered on the seemingly boundless 
plain. We tarried at a comfortable dean yourtef 
where I was regaled with e3i;ce)l«nt cireaia and wild 
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berries, somewhat similar to black currants, called 
here broosnicka, tHuxintumvUisidaeu I continaed 
ever a flat country, and lakes communicating with 
one another by small streams, suffering much at 
times from the cold, especially in the knees, which, 
although not sensibly cold, had a feeling of dead- 
ness and painful fatigue^ which I could not account 
for, till a pedlar explained to me, by signs and 
words, that if I did not alter my plan, I should cer- 
tainly lose both my legs above the knees. They 
appeiared indeed a little inflamed, owing, as he said, 
tQ the inadequate protection of the knee-joints, 
which^ on horseback, are more than ordinanly ex- 
posed, all the defence they had being a single lea- 
ther, in sometimes 30° of frost of Reaumur. I 
considered that I was still bound to the northward, 
and that the extreme of winter had not yet come 
upon me, and therefore thought it better to accept 
a pair of souturee (knee- preservers, made of the 
skins of rein-deer's legs), which he very kindly of* 
fered. The service they did me is astonishing ; 
from that moment I had less pain and more heat, 
and became fnllysatisfied that the extremities alone 
are to be taken care of. The golden rule, which 
I have never found to err, is, always to foUow the 
example and custom of the natives ; whether in a 
hot, cold, or temperate clime, they aught to know 
what is most necessary or proper. 

On the third day after my departure from Za* 
shiversk, my liquor was at an end from the effects 
of a very common sort of leak ; it had been tapped 
too often. I could do nothing but bull the barrel, 
that is, put a little water into it, and thus preserve 
at least the appearance of vodkey. The nights 
were particularly beautiful, and the moon was vi« 
sible during the whole twenty-four hours. My 
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eyes had now become painful from the effects of 
the BDow on the eye-lashes, but I was still content, 
and moved forwai'd cheerfully to the scene of my 
destination. On the sixth day, over a miserable 
road, the fatigues of which it is useless to repeat, 
I reached a miserable abode, whose inhabitants 
were in a state of actual staf vation, completely re- 
signed to their fate, and only wishing to die. Re- 
monstrance had some effect in rousing them^ and 
warm tea had moi*e, for they determined to accom- 
pany us to the next post station, whose inhabitants, 
at our instigation, gave them a part of their own 
fish, << although their supply of the wants of na- 
ture, frugal as they were, but scarce supported 
their own lives.'' Over laKes, and through low fo- 
rests, I at length reached the summit of the chain 
of hills which separate the commissariats of Zashi- 
versk a.nd Kolyma ; then, descending rapidly, en- 
tered a charity yomte twenty miles further. I 
found a fire already lighted, owing to the conside- 
rate attention and orders of Baron Wrangel, who 
keeps a man employed here until the whole expe- 
dition has passed. The eighth day I reached Sor- 
(iak, three hundred and twenty miles from Zashi- 
yersk. This stage was accomplished with great 
difficulty, owing to the unusual depth of the snow, 
and the wretched condition of the horses ; mine 
had failed. The late high winds had also oblite- 
rated every trace of the path, and we were fre* 
quently obliged to return and start afresh, sound- 
ing the depth of the snow as we went. At length, 
however, we arrived, and in good health, althougli 
the weather was now become very severe. 

At Sordak there is a post-house and a corporal 
of the Cossacks, with a few other yeurtes for the 
Vakuti, who cut and bring hay and fii'e-wood, and 
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fish and hunt ; in short, they maintain the establxd^ 
ment upon the terms of paying no' yasaek. They 
also accompany the post and other travellers, and 
return with the goTemment horses. This may 
serve, therefore^ as a desciiption of the other sta- 
tions, of which there ^e but eight in the whole 
route from Yakutsk to the Kolyma, a distance of 
eighteen hundred miles. The country round Sor* 
dak is low and marshy, with numerous lakes and 
much fine wood, and is indeed far superior to that 
on the southern side of the hills. The under of- 
ficer who keeps the station, is grandson of the ce« 
lebrated Vladimir Atlassof, who discoveredf and in 
part conquered, Kamtchatka. He entered into a 
history of his adventures, very little of which I un- 
derstood. He is marked by a vermilion spot on 
his cheek, and subject to a complaint called imera* 
chism, which wiU be hereafter mentioned. His 
present occupation appears to consist in forward* 
ing a quantity of yocikola and frozen fish for the 
assistance of the expedition at the Kolyma ; he is 
at the same time actually making a cdmplaint to 
Baron Wrangel, of the people under his command 
being in a state of starvation ; in spite of which, he 
is willing tp sell their provisions. Alas ! what will 
not man do, even in the most remote wilds, for the 
sake of lucre ! 

Among the guests at Sordak was the priest of 
Sredne Kolymsk, or Middle Kolymsk, who had 
arrived to christen some infants, as well as, perhaps, 
to drink an extra allowance of spirits ; for his re- 
verence informed me, that the glass was at 43® of 
frost of Reaumur, (although, I suppose, he under- 
stood as little of a thermometer as I did of the 
Creek mass,) in spite of the fineness of the day. 
i'he sun, in fact, was visible, although I was a li^ 
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tie north of the arctic circle^ the date being 10th 
(i2d) December ; one more convincing proof how 
ill we hitherto understood the reflective or refrac- 
tive power of the sun in aretic latitudes. This cir- 
cumstance I hope will have some weight in. esta- 
blishing the character of the late Mr Hearne, who 
can hardly, in his dark age, be supposed to have 
understood the very nice calculations which appear 
so to occupy the exertions of the present expedi* 
tions ; Mr Kenzie may be found equally incorrect, 
in not having made an allowance for a modem im* 
provement. 

Having well i^efreshed ourselves with the flesh 
of a wolf and a horse, which had, the day before, 
fought each other to death, we departed on the 14th 
towards the Kolyma. The first night we put up at 
a yourte, forty miles, encompassed by squalling 
children, growling and howling dogs, and a scolding 
and tyrannical hostess. There wanted only a smoky 
chimney to render it complete. Having procured 
wood for the nighty on tbe morrow we departed, 
but not before I had got into a scrape, for hanging 
my cap and gloves upon the pins which bear the 
images of worship. The infuriated woman com- 
plained to the Cossack of the insult. The Cos- 
sack told her I was an English pope, or priest, and 
that I was privileged ; the length of my locks^ as 
well as beard, was proof positive, and thencefot^- 
wai'd I was called the English priest. 

The second day we reached a large and neat 
yourte, inhabited by two aged brothers whd had 
become Christians. The eldest had discarded two 
4»f hia wives as a proof of his faith^ although the 
younger had buried three, and was enjoying hap- 
piness with a fourth, — ^no great sign of his faith, or 
strict attention to the orders of the Greek churcli. 
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which only pennfts three marriages. Next day I 
crossed the Alazea, a considerable river, ranning 
into the Frozen Ocean. This part of the world 
is most abundantly rich in fish, game, and cattle ; 
and the few inhabitants upon its banks live exceed- 
ingly well. They supplied me with a couple of 
geese, with ducks and frozen fish, which is of the 
first quality. From the Alazea I kept company 
with a pedlar, half Yakut and half Russian. I 
have seen sereral of this mixed breed ; and, al- 
though their parents are ordinary in appearance, 
I have hardly ever seen the children, whether male 
or female, otherwise than with the most beautiful 
skins, and pleasingly formed features. They have 
also a delicate appearance, which adds much to the 
general interest. 

On the 19th December I reached Sredne Ko- 
lymsk, being one hundred and fifty miles from Sor^ 
dak. The day was very cold, but the weather was 
calm. The country has been very low, but I am 
now getting into the vicinity of elevated lands. 
Crossing the n)agnificent stream, I shortly reached 
the town, or commissariat^ where an empty house 
was soon provided for me ; and being supplied 
with firing, attendants, and provisions, I regaled 
myself, through the kindness of the commissary ; 
and, in short, remained nearly five days, owing to 
their inability to supply me ixHth a fresh Cossack. 
The interval was employed in walking about, ma- 
king observations, and compiling this narrative. 

The priest having, with the commissary and 
principal people of the place, paid me a visit, tlie 
former entered my habitation, crossing himself, as 
is customary ; then advancing to me, who stood 
offering him my hand in the English stylp, I was 
honoured with his blessing, which I acknowledged 
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by an exchange of the compliment. The old gen- 
tleman retreated m astonishment, and, demanding 
who and what I was, my Cossack answered I was 
an English priest ; upon which the reverend gen- 
tleman obserred he was in error, as one priest 
could not give a benediction to another. He then 
shook hands, and expressed his friendship for me* 
Another instance of the effects of my beard, and 
of more value to me, though loss to the priests of 
Siberia, arose from the circumstance of the Yakuti 
coming to me frequently with the right hand open, 
and supported by the left, which I interpreted in- 
to an asking of alms, and accordingly gave them 
something to eat. This, however, they evidently 
declined, and still continued their supplicating pos- 
ture. My Cossack afterwards gave me to under- 
stand that I was mistaken, for that they were beg- 
ging a blessing. I therefore determined to satisfy 
the next Yakut who appeared during one of my 
rambles along the river ; and when a well-dressed 
Yakut knez, er prince, demanded my blessing in 
passing, I gave it to him in the Russian style, as 
well as to his family. When I left them, the princiB 
began to unload a souma, or leathern bag, and fol- 
lowing me, kissed my hand, and insisted upon my 
accepting a couple of sables ; nor could all my en- 
treaties induce him to take them back, that being 
considered the gi^eatest insult ; nor, indeed, will any 
return be received for a religious offering on the 
spot ; afterwards a little tobacco, a knife, or flint 
and steel, is considered an acceptable present. 

Sredne Kolymsk stands upon the left bank of 
the Kolyma, and is the residence of the commis- 
sary, his secretary, and a few attending Cossacks. 
There are also about twelve or fifteen inhabited 
dwellings, containing about one hundred people ; 
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though with its outhouses, baths, &c. it has the 
appearance of a lai^e village. Its central position 
is the principal reason of its adoption as the re* 
sidence of the commissary ; producing immense 
quantities of superior fish, serving equally for their 
own consumption and that of their dogs, which are 
numerous, it is also eligible. 

With a poor hobbydehoy fellow, in lieu of wiy 
faithful and affectionate Cossack Peter Trechekoff, 
I departed on Christmas day, in spite of the re- 
monstrances and invitation of the commissary to 
pass the holidays with him, and, directing my route 
along the river Kolyma, could not repress an in*- 
clination to melancholy, and a feeling of the lone^ 
^iness of my situation. I felt that all my sorrows 
were yet to come, and that my difBculties had 
-hardly begun. Yet my determination was firro> 
had appearances been ten times worse. 

At twenty miles I visited an old Yakut prince, 
upwards of ninety years old, in the perfect enjoy- 
ment of all his faculties. He was a companion 
and acquaintance of the unfortunate Shallaouroff 
in the year 1764, th^ fifty- six years ago, when 
that adventurous person completed two expedi- 
tions to the Frozen Sea, and is supposed to have 
perished in the third. I inquired of the old naaa 
respecting Billings and his party ; he said that was 
as yesterday. He has a comfortable dwelling, and 
is in good circumstances, though he told me a sub* 
sistence by the chase seems very precarious now*, 
a- days, as most of the animals, especially the rein- 
deer and elks, have been driven to the north and 
east. 

Here I quitted the riv^r, and then over a fiat 
country, abounding in lakes and low brush-wood, 
completed forty miles ; the weather was exceed- 



MALONE. 21 1 

higly cold, the thermometer never being above 35° 
of Reaumur. The hills to the east had gradually 
disappeared, and the following day we reached 
fifty miles by a good path, and comparatively littlie 
fatigue. 

The third day I made thirty, and the fourth day 
forty miles, mostly along the river, and through 
and over broken ice^ which made the journey very 
tedious, starting early and arriving late. The 
habitations in this district, whether peopled or not, 
are much more comfortable than in the others, tfnd 
it is but justice to the people also to say, that they 
are cleaner and better clothed. On the fifth day 
I started at one in the morning, and reached sixty 
miles, the greatest journey I had made in one day, 
in 35° or 36° of frost. I was obliged from the 
cold to dismount at least twenty or thirty time% 
, to take a run fot m^e self-preservation. At forty 
miles, at three in the afternoon, we drank tea in a 
bush, and at eight or nine in the evening reached 
the station called Malone, exceedingly ^Ktigued* 
I soon recovered, however, through the kindness 
of a VMierable Russian merchant who happened 
also to be travelling and trading that way, though 
nearly eighty years of age, sixty of which he had 
passed in Siberia, and twenty in Archangel. His 
present voyage, in his latter days, appears to have 
been a losing one, arising from the circumstance 
that the paper currency has been receiitly changed 
at the capitals, with only a short warning to this 
distant point, where the new issue has not yet ar* 
rived. The pedlars of this place are thus thrown 
out of every means of earning a profit with money 
for another year, while the chances to the com- 
missaries and other civil official traders are pro- 
portionably increased— unless at the sacrifice of 
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20 and 25 per cent to those -persoiis i^hoiSe func* 
tions ought to restrain such a proceeding. The 
old merchant was, however, still able to give me 
tea and a glass of corn spirits, my own having been 
long since consumed, with every other species of 
provision. I contrived, however, through the kind- 
ness of the people, always to have plenty of fish, 
which was generally my principal food, in pre- 
ference to the game which was offered to me^ bat 
which I much disliked. 

At Malone the track for horses is in general 
finished, though they do sometimes go as far as 
Nishney Kolymsk, and even to the Frozen Sea, 
in search of sea-horse and mammoth's tusks. I 
was now provided with thirteen dogs and a driver, 
and a vehicle covered over with a sort of frame 
and oil- cloth, to keep out the cold^as it was thought 
too great for me to withstand. A bear skin and 
warm blanket and pillow were also placed in it, 
in such a manner that I might lie down, be worm, 
and sleep at my pleasure. I got in, and it was 
closed after me ; not a breath of air could enter ; 
so that, notwithstanding the intense cold prevailing 
on the outside, I was obliged to make my escape 
from the suffocation within, by taking out my 
knife, and catting a way through to gain fresh air. 
I have seldom been so sick or so angry : and baring 
my head, neck, and breast to the cold, and pitch- 
ing the coViering into the snow, in this exposed 
state I reamed the journey. The dogs ran well ; 
but, from the effects of the severe cold, they were 
compelled to rest a few minutes at every four miles, 
besides at other times, as often as was necessary to 
let me have my run. Indeed, the want of ez»- 
cise cruelly afflicted me. I never was so distress- 
ed from the cold ; the half-hour stages betwixt 
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^very three or four miles were sufficient to freeze 
and fret my face desperately ; and it then required 
no little self-command to be able to resume the 
exercise so necessary to counteract it. Sometimes 
I found myself so drowsy, that the driver deemed 
it necessary to use all his exertions to rouse me. 
He behaved with great kindness, and has secured 
my grateful recollection. 

We reached fifty-five miles with the same dogs, 
and put up for the night at a Yukagir hut. Re- 
sumed next morning, with increased cold, though 
calm weather, and reached Nishney Kolymsk at 
noon, amid 42° of frost, according to many spirit 
thermometers of Baron Wrangel's, on the last day 
of December, 1820, after a most tedious, laborious, 
and to me perilous, journey of sixty-one days, 
twenty of which were passed in the snow, without 
even the comfort of a blanket — a great oversight, ' 
I will not call it fault, of my worthy friend Mr 
Minitsky ; nor had I even a second coat, or parka, 
nor even a second pair of boots, and less clothing 
than even the guides and attendants of the poorest 
class. I could not therefore but feel grateful for 
my safe arrival at such a season of the year, in 
such intense cold, and with only the upper part of 
my nose between the eyes at all injured. Had I 
not received the knee-preservers, I believe I never 
should have arrived safe, iwless by walking the 
whole distance ; for when once the knees are frost- 
bitten (mine only complained) in a serious man- 
ner, adieu alike to them and life I 

I met, at Nishney Kolymsk, the Baron Wrangel, 
and his companion^ Mr Matiushkin, a midshipman. 
It was the last day of the old year, and in the 
present enjoyment of a moderate meal, a hearty 
welcome, and excellent friends, I soon forgot the 
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pasty and felt little concern for the fatnre. Quar- 
ters were appropriated me in the baron's own 
house ; and with him, on the shores of the Frozen 
Sea, I enjoyed health and every comfort I could 
desire. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Nishney Kolymsk — Ostrovnaya Fortress — Description of 
the Fair held there with the Tchuktchi tribe — Observa- 
tioDS on that People, and on Baron Wrangers Expedi- 
tion. 

On the morning after my airival at Nishney 
Kolymsk, and while at breakfast, 1 received, as a 
new year's gift, a couple of large fish in a frozen 
state, weighing each fire or six poods, or about 
two hundred pounds weight. I inquired for what 
they were intended, and learned, that I could not 
be supposed to have brought fish with me for sub- 
sistence ; and that, as the season had already pass* 
ed for laying in a stock, the inhabitants of course 
knew that I must be in want. During the fore- 
noon I also received a parka, or leather frock, to 
be worn during my stay in the Kolyma. It was 
a handsome one, mounted with sables and martins. 
To these were added trowsers, cap, boots, and 
leather hose ; in short, every article of dress that 
could be desired, and sufficient to have served me 
at least a twelvemonth. Besides these articles, I 
was also provided with a bear's skin for a bed, and 
a leather covering for a blanket, lined with hares* 
skins. Gloves were supplied me through the care 
of the ladies ; and Baron Wrangel, at whose house 
I lodged, crowned these benevolences^ besides his 
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general kindness, in making my sitoalion absolute- 
ly enviable^ by fitting me with a complete suit of 
the dress of the country, to be used if necessary, 
or retained as a sample of the dostume in those 
northern parts. By these kind and considerate 
supplies, both of provisions and dress, I was en- 
abled to take my daily exercise with impunity, and 
could not help recalling to mind the words of Prior, 
which were fully realized in my qise : — 

If any nation pass their destin'd days 
Beneath the neighboring sun*s directer rays ; 
If any suffer, on the Polish coast, 
The rage of Arctos and eternal frost ; 
May not the pleasure of Omnipotence 
To each of these some secret good di^pease ? 

Baron Wrangel's expedition I found in a state 
of much forwardness, great exertions having been 
used in collecting dogs and dx ivers, and provisions, 
as well as in nuiking new nartes, or sledges. I 
learned that it would depart from the Kolyma in 
the month of March, in two divisions,— one having 
for its object the solution of the question regard- 
ing the latitude and longitude of the north-east 
C«pe of Asia ; and the ot^er, a journey due north 
fi'pm the mouth of the Kolyma, in search of a real 
or supposed continent, or rather the continuation, 
of Asia to where it was imagined by some to join 
the continent of America. I did not hesitate to 
volunteer my services ; but in consequence of my 
being a foreigner, I found my offer could not be 
accepted without special permission from the go- 
verament. I therefore made up my mind to set 
out for the fail* of the Tchuktchi^ and to try my 
fortune in gettbg a passage through their coun- 
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try, and so to cross over Behring's Straits for Ame- 
rica. 

During the months of Jannary and Febmary 
we were yariously employed, as the nature of the 
weather would allow, passing the time agreeably and 
happily enough. Among other things, I brought 
up my jounial, and worked some observations for 
the latitudes and longitudes of Nishney Kolymsk. 
I had also placed at my disposal some interesting 
Tolumes, which Baron Wrangel had brought with 
him. Sometimes we joined in the amusemento of 
the natives, and visited them in their feasts, which 
are very numerous, and at which there is a great 
consumption of liquor. The ice mountain was of 
course one of our amusements, and our time was 
far from hanging heavy. I descended it daily du- 
ring the f^tes with one and sometimes two young 
girls on my knees, who expressed no fear in trust- 
ing themselves with a novice. Our conversation 
was chiefly relative to the expedition ; each per^ 
son had something to recommend, either for imi^ 
mediate benefit or as a future precaution ; among 
others, I was so fortunate as to propose some 
things which appeared and proved of service to 
the expedition, and which were either adopted 
or improved upon by the Baron. I have seldom 
seen a young man better qualified for the task im- 
posed upon him, or one who possessed a more 
versatile genius. For his kindness to me I mast 
ever feel gratdfol, and our short acquaintance has, 
I trust, been productive of a mutual friendship. 

The weather proved exceedingly cold in Janu- 
ary and February, but never so severe as to prevent 
our walks, except during those times when the 
wind was high ; it then became insupportable out 
of doors, and we were obliged to remain at home. 
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Forty degrees of frost of Reaumur never appeared 
to affect us in calm weather so much as ten or 
fifteen during the time of a breeze ! yet^ to witness 
the aurora borealis, I have repeatedly quitted my 
bed in those extremes of cold, without shoes or 
stockings, and with no dress on but a parka, or 
frock. 

To prove that I do not magnify the extremes of 
cold in that part of the world, I beg to refer to Mr 
Sauer's account of Billings's expedition, and the 
present Admiral Saritcheff's account of the same, 
when 43° of Reaumur, or 74° of Fahrenheit, were 
repeatedly known. I will, also, add my testimony 
from experience, to the extent of 4^°. I hoiveidso 
seen the minute-book of a gentleman at Yakutsk^ 
where 47° of Reaumur were registered, equal to 
84° of Fahrenheit. There can, indeed, be but lit- 
tle doubt that the local situation of the Kolyma, bor- 
dering on the latitude of 70°, and almost the most 
easterly part of the continent of Asia, is a colder 
one than Melville Island, or the centre of the 
American Polar coast. Okotsk, Idgiga, Yakutsk* 
Tomsk, aiM Tobolsk, are considered equally cold 
and exposed as the mouths of the Lena, Yana, or 
Kolyma. Even Irkutsk, about the latitude of Lod^ 
don, has yearly a frost of 40° of Reaumur, or 58° 
below the zero of Fahrenheit ; yet the utmost de- 
gree of cold that I have observed, I have never 
known attended by that crackling noise of the 
breath which has been related, nor with those other 
strange sensations which some have described ; 
though I have seen axes split to pieces, and wit- 
nessed the ill effects of touching iron, glass, or 
crockery, with the naked skin, which will infallibly 
adhere to it. However, I soon had reason to con- 
.ftider the coldest day as the finest, because it 
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then sure to be calm, and offered ereiy excitement 
to exercise and cbeerfalness* . 

Nishney Kolymsk may be termed a large town: 
in this part of the world, containing, as it does, near> 
fifty dwellings, and about four hundred people, (or 
eighty finmilies,) which is tl^^e times the number 
of any plac^ betwixt it and Yakutsk. It stands on 
tlie east side of an island in the Kolyma, about 
twenty fire miles long, and opposite to the junc- 
tion of the river Aniuy. Formerly the town waa 
eight miles lower down, but the bleakness of the 
situation, and its consequent exposure to the north- 
em blasts^ induced its removal to the present site^ 
where it is protected from thedi by a range of 
hills. The island is covered only with low brush- 
wood, but receives iBne timber, which is floated 
down the river. No cultivation can of course ba 
expected in a climate wherein scarcely a blade of 
grass is to be seen ; the horses, which do some- 
times tarry in its yicinity for a few days, feeding 
upon the tops, stumps, and bark of the bushes, or 
upon the moss. The inhabitants manage, notwith- 
standing, with great labour, to feed a couple of 
cows ; though to do this they are obliged to bring 
the hay eighty miles. They are mostly Cossacks, 
with half-a-dozen pedlars, and three priests, the: 
whole of whom carry on some traffic. These re-- 
rerend traders seem to have adopted the practice 
of our young boys, who will say their prayers se- 
veral times on those nights when they cannot sleep, 
as a sort of atonement for those nights when sleep 
and fatigue, or the like, have superseded them. 
In like manner the clergymen, as I was told, have 
actually said masses three tiroes on a certain Sun- 
day, and were then absent till the fourth; and being> 
three brothers, of course they were not in fear of 
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being reported by one another. Baron Wnmgely 
bowerer acceptable he deemed the extra massee, 
inaiated upon the obeervance of religious wonhip 
erery Sunday. 

The occupation of people in this part of the 
world naturally depends upon the season. Laying 
in wood for fire, hunting, and trading, are the win- 
ter occupations ; while fishing and fowling are al- 
most the exclusive employment in spring and au- 
tumn : summer is generally the buUding time, the 
wood for which is floated down the Kolyma firom 
Sredne Kolymsk. The women embroider gloves, 
ci^w, boots, shoes, and various things in a neat 
nianner. Farther on, to the southward, they also 
attend to the breeding of cattle. Fisbing may, 
however, be termed the grand concern, employing, 
as it does, alike men, women, children, and dogs. 

The quantity of fish caught is prodigious, as will 
be inferred from the following account. From 
Nisbney Kolymsk to Malone is a distance of eighty 
miles ; the number of inhabitants in the two placea 
may be six hundred, and these consume nearly two 
million pounds of fish. Now, allowiog one hun- 
dred and twenty fiunilies to represent l^he six hun- 
dred individuals, it follows that each family receives 
a portion of about fifteen thousand pounds of fish 
annually, or forty pounds a-day. Nor is such a 
quantity by any means too large, considering the 
number of dogs, which are generally allowed each 
ten herrings a-day, at least during the period of 
work. In the distance above alluded to, there may 
be about eight hundred dogs, which consume above 
four thousand pounds of fish daily, during half the 
year : the other half they prowl about on the banks 
of the river and lakes, and by their sagacity pro- 
vide their own subsistence. Indeed, were it not 
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for them, there would inevitably be a plague in the 
town of- Nishney Kolymsk, for there is no filth 
whatever which is not consumed by them. With 
respect to their howling at stated periods, no cock 
ever crew, nor goose ever cackled, more regularly 
than these domestic animals : it would also appear 
that one of them is constantly on the alert, and, 
giving the 'alarm, he is instantly followed by the 
rest during a space of four or five minutes. 

The fish caught in the river Kolyma are of va- 
rious kinds, but most of them I can only denote by 
their native names, as the nailma, moksou, osioter, 
and sturgeon : the salmon is fine and plentiiul, and 
the sterlett delicious ; from the roe of the last is 
made the black caviar ; but herrings are the most 
abundant of all. The sturgeon is converted into> 
youkola, or dried fish, for the inhabitants, while 
moksou is similarly prepared for the dogs ; the 
ether kinds are generally boiled or eaten raw by 
men and dogs ; the former is deemed a most ex- 
pensive plan. The species of fish allotted ta' the 
dogs, are only in cases of great necessity consumed 
by the men ; such for instance was the case be- 
tween the years 1812 and 1819, when a famine 
prevailed to so alarming a degree, that the poor 
were obliged to eat the dogs as they died* although,' 
to their credit be it recorded, they never, even in 
these circumstances, killed them. Indeed, these 
faithful animals constitute the greatest part of their 
riches. Yet nature appears in part to have pro- 
vided against such emergencies, as it is a general 
remark, that, in those seasons when fish are scarce, 
elks, wild sheep, and rein-deer are most nume- 
rous, and vice versd. But many of the inhabitants 
will not be harassed with the trouble of hunting, 
and depend entirely upon fish for their food. 

T 2 
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Formerly, this part of the world was highly pro- 
ductive in furs, the Emperor receiving a tenth of 
each 8ort> which has at times amomited to as many 
as five thousand sables ; hut now-a-days less than 
so many hundreds, a quantity barely sufficient to 
pay the yasack. The shores of the Icy Sea are 
still much frequented by the white, blue, and red 
fox, and near the woods valuable sables are still to 
be met with. In the rivers the vidra, or river 
otter, is in much estimation. Upon the whole, 
however, it appears that the inhabitants look to the 
Tchnktchi for their winter clothing and most va- 
hiable for trade. The animals of the chase seem 
to have been forced from the central to the extreme 
parts of Siberia, and thus the elks, rein-deer, and 
argali, or wild sheep, are, but rarely met with in 
the commissariat ; they are now more within the 
reach of the few Yukagire descendants who line 
the banks of the two Aniujrs, and chase those ani- 
mals beyond the frontiers. Game of the feathered 
kind is, nevertheless, highly abundant, such as 
swans, geese, ducks, woodcocks, bustards, and par- 
tridges ; but, as in the case of the wild animals, the 
inhabitants have neither the time nor the means to 
look after them. Could they be supplied with salt, 
or could salt works be established here, no spot in 
the world would be better supplied with food than 
the Kolyma ; — whereas, at present, should they be 
so fortunate as to take two or three years' fish du- 
ring one season, it must all be converted to yon-* 
kola ; and in the second summer it tarns sour and 
becomes maggoty, so as scarcely to be fit even for 
the dogs to eat. 

. With respect to the salubrity of the town and 
district of Kolyma, I fear it cannot be highly ex- 
tolled, being subject to the ravages of many dis- 
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^ases, among which the leprosy, apoplexy, vene* 
real, and scurvy are the most dangerous. The lat^ 
ter alone appears, by the inhabitants, to be sus- 
ceptible of cure, which is by the consumption of 
raw fish djiring the winter: in the summer the 
disease never fails to abate with the arrival of fresh 
fish. I always ate of raw fish, as well from choice, 
as from a wish to conform to the manners and cus« 
toms of the natives, confident that time and expe^ 
rience must have initiated them into a knowledge 
of what is best for their climate. The two other 
diseases before named, especially the venereal, ap- 
pear incurable, becoming as it were the inheritance 
of the children. The complaints called diable au 
rorpSf and imerachism, must also be specified ; the 
former is a most extraordinary one, and consists in 
an idea that the body of the patient is possessed 
with one or more devils, attended with incessant hic- 
coughs. The parties afflicted with it are generally 
' most delicate and interesting in their appearance ; 
and it is seldom indeed that any individual is cured. 
In females it prevails to such an extent as utterly 
to prevent pregnancy. I have seen them hiccough 
to so great an extent, as to induce me to strike 
them on the upper part of the spine, in the hope 
of relieving them from the pain by a surprise of the 
moment. They persist in believing that a devil is 
in the body of the person afflicted, and that, until 
he be removed, the person will never regain health. 
The complaint, whatever it may be, the natives con- 
sider as an inheritance from their fathers. Imera- 
chism, to which not only the people of the Kolyma, 
but those also of more southern countries, are sub- 
ject, is equally unaccountable. Instead of exciting 
serious fits, like the last-mentioned disorder, it car- 
ries with it an air of merriment, as it by no means 
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affects the health ef the person, though it subjectn 
him to the most violent paroxysms of rage, fear, and 
mortification. Whatever is said or done in the 
presence of an imerach, will be repeated by him at 
the moment, however indecorous, improper, or vio- 
lent the act may be. I have seen the dog-master 
of Baron WrangeFs expedition commit acts suffi- 
cient td frighten the person in company with hinr. 
While in an adjoining room conversing on points 

# of duty, a slight knock at the bulk-head was suffi*- 
cient to set him a pummelling the person with him, 
merely from a principle of self-defence. Of this 
same dog-master^ by the way, a highly amusing 
anecdote is related, and which was confirmed to me, 
not only by himself personally, but also by Mr 
Gedenstrom, of Irkutsk, who commanded the ex- 

^ pedition. The theatre was the Frozen Ocean, and 
the imerach's dogs and naite were the headmost. 
One forenoon they encountered a large white b^ar ; 
the dogs immediately started towards the animal, 
and the driver, being the dog-master of whom I 
am spei^ng, steadfastly kept his place, prudently 
remaining by those who only could assist him. In 
the eagerness of the dogs, sharpened probably by 
hunger, they became entangled with one another, 
and were almost rendered useless. The driver 
seeing the state to which he was reduced, resolved 
to attack the bear with his ostol (a stout ironed 
stick with small bells, which serves to stop the 
narte), and accordingly presented himself to the 
enraged bear, who immediately raised himself upon 
the hind legs, and bes^an to cry and roar most bit- 
terly ; the imerach followed the example. The bear 
then began to dance, and the driver did the same, till 
at length, the other nartes coming up, the bear re- 
ceived a blow upon the nose, and was secured. It 
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appeal's that the nose is the only part vulnerable 
without fire-arms, and even then they can be se- 
cured only on being shot through the head. The 
white bear is^ however, by no means a dangerous 
animal, avoiding the chase as much as it is avoided. 
Another instance of imerachism, which occurred 
in a distant part of the general government of Si- 
beria, may be related in this place, to prevent again 
adverting to those ludicrous scenes which hourly 
attend it. Two old ladies in Kamtchatka, one the 
mother of a Mr Tallman, an American, who had 
married a Russian girl, the other, the wife of a 
Russian, who were both afflicted with the disease, 
were sitting at tea opposite one another, when Mr 
Tallman, in a gentle manner, put his hands behind 
their backs, propelling the old ladies towards each 
other, upon which they instantly exchanged .tea- 
cups and saucers, while the really olBfending party 
stood enjoying the mischief. There can be no 
doubt that the complaint is rendered worse by the 
constant annoyance and irritation to which they 
are subjected for the amusement of others ; to say 
nothing about my belief that it is in many cases 
brought on by ^ habitual folly of young boys, who 
imitate the mad acts of the really afflicted. 

Nishney Kolymsk has formerly been celebrated 
by the rank of the people banished thither. The 
famous Count Golofkin, one of the ministers of 
Catherine II., was for many years a resident, and 
ultimately died there. He was considered as a 
great intriguant, but of an eccentric character, a 
proof of which is afforded by his constant habit 
of putting himself, servants, and even his house, in- 
to mourning, on Catherine's birth, name, or coro- 
nation day. This open and determined opposition 
utterly precluded his pardon, and Nishney Kolymsk 
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eontaiiis bis tomb. The conduct of a LiYonian ba* 
ron, at one time bigh in the esteem of tbe same 
princess, merited and obtained more favourable 
consideration. The baron successfally applied him- 
self to tbe breeding of cattle in tbe vicinity of Sredne 
Kolymsk, but bis pardon arrived so late, that his 
age and infirmities prevented his acceptance of tbe 
piojBfered boon, and be, his wife, and two children, 
lie bnried in the church at Koljrmsk ; bis eldest 
son returned to St Petersburg, and became f^mmu 
sessed of tbe honours and wealth of bis father. To 
such men an expatriation to this, tbe most distant 
part of Russian Siberia, must have been severe be- 
yond measure ; cut off for ever from fortune, friends, 
rank, society, and every enjoyment that could ren- 
der life desirable. 

Tbe only meteorological phenomenon which oc« 
oirred during my stay at the Kolyma, was tbe aurora 
borealis. The scene fell far short of my expecta- 
tions. I understood, however, that the months of 
October and November are the most proper to view- 
it in its greatest splendour. Those which appear- 
ed during my stay, were generally from tbe north, 
and consisted of columns of fire moving in a hori- 
zoiital direction, and generally disappearing in the 
south-west ; tbe height of the columns being from 
50^ to 60°. At times an immense illuminated space 
from north to east would advance very close to us, 
and throwing up rays, or rockets of fire, and form- 
ing into concave arches, approached us so near, as 
apparently to endanger our situation, exhibiting at 
the same time every colour of tbe rainbow. The 
most beautiful aurora which I saw was at midnight- 
of tbe first of March ; the wind was from the north- 
north-west, and the glass at 36° of cold. Thfr au- 
rora occupied the whole circle of tbe heavens, at an 
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elevation of 28^ or 30^, and, gradually risingi dis- 
appeared in the zenith. The figure was as an illn* 
minated tent, with festoons, or fringes, at the lower 
part, and which had an appearance as if constantr 
ly receiving accessions of fire, which were eqnaU 
ly distributed to it firom every part of the founda- 
tion of the tent. The illuminated part gradu- 
ally diminished in splendour as it approached the 
zenith. It lasted about two hours, and did a little 
affect the electrometer. The view of it was ren- 
dered exceedingly fine and interesting, from the 
fact of our situation being, as it were, in the inside 
of the tent. 

Among the books in our library was Captain 
Bumey*s Chronological History of theNorth-eastem 
Discoveries, and of the Early Navigation of the 
Russians. It appeared to me so extraordinary a 
production, and so deserving reply, that I addressr 
ed a memorial or letter to that effect to the Royal 
Society. Whether that learned body has recei- 
ved it or not, I am unacquainted, at least in an of- 
ficial manner. As connected with this journey, I 
had certainly considered it becoming the attention 
of the Royal Society, because the memorial was 
professedly addressed to that body, and was only 
not received from a want of form. Mine was also 
equally faulty, and consequently could expect no 
better reception, being addressed, not to the Prest- 
d^nt and Secretary ^ but to the Secretary andPre^ 
sidentf of the Society. Although Captain Bumey 
has paid the debt of nature, still, contrary to the 
opinion I entertained in the firet edition of this work, 
I consider it highly proper to annex a copy of the 
said memorial, together with a map. To prevent 
interfering with this narrative, and to leave it fat 
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the consideration of the scientific, I hare introduced 
it as a sort of appendix. 

Baron Wrangel and his party leaving us on the 
27t}i of February, I attended him ten miles down 
the riyer, when, with three cheers, we wished him 
every success, and returned. The baron was escort- 
ed by twenty nartes and two hundred d(^ ; each 
narte carried about one thousand two hundred 
pounds weight ; but in consequence of the early 
part of the winter having been employed in trans^ 
porting provisions, he. to the Great Baranov Cape, 
to the east of the mouth of the Kolypa, they will 
be enabled to proceed fully laden from that spot^ 
as well round the north-east cape of Asia as to the 
northward, in search of strange lands ; they will 
also return to Cape Baranov, to be again supplied 
with food to enable them to regain this place, 
Nishney Kolymsk.^ 

On the '4th of March I left the Kolyma, in com^^ 

pany with Mr Matiushkin, midshipman, and a few 

merchants, whose nartes were loaded with tobacco 

and iron utensils. The weather was fine, there 

being but 25° Reaumur of irost-; yet we had not 

got more than fifty miles, before we were obliged 

to halt, on the banks of a lake, being unable to 

make out the path, from the depth and drift of the 

snow caused by the wind. Our route lay on the 

Aniuy, having left to the north the high lands which 

defend the town of Nishney Kolymsk. I passed 

the night very tolerably in the snow ; but it was 

. otherwise with my friend, who as yet had not ex. 

perienced the inconveniences of these nocturnal so* 

joumings, and of course was not initiated into the 

mysteries of the comforts to be secured by pre^ 

cautionary measures $ he was therefore repeatedly 

obliged to exercise himself during the night, for we 

* 2 
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were so unfortunately situated, that no fire could 
have been kept in, even had there been fuel. The 
following day we passed through a thick forest pf 
pines, in the greatest danger of broken heads, going 
with a velocity almost incredible, and at every de« 
scent of a hill dashing up against the trees. Thirteen 
dogs were provided for me. We made thirty-five 
miles in this manner, and reached the little Aniuy, 
a considerable^ rapid, and dangerous river. A charity 
yourte received us for the night, and we fared very 
well. The low lands, which extend from the Kolyma 
to the eastward, being now passed, we entered on a 
more elevated country, and were cheered with meet* 
ing and overtaking a great number of sledges, whose 
owners exhibited the same smiling faces, the result, 
no doubt, of as sanguine hopes, as those of the great 
merchants of London or Amsterdam, on the eve 
or expectation of a great fair. The right bank of 
the little Aniuy is formed of slate mountains, the 
left a vast uninteresting flat. The river, which has 
many islands in it, winds a good deal, and exhibits 
some good scenery. 

The descendants of the Yukagiri inhabit the thanks 
of the two rivers Aniuy, and serve as a sort of 
neutral nation between the Russians and Tchuktchi. 
They were formerly a formidable and warlike peo- 
ple ; and it cost the Russians much trouble to sub* 
jugate them. Indeed, in such' fear were they held, 
that the Empress Catherine absolutely forbade their 
language to be spoken. They are now all but ex- 
tinct, as a pure race, but one old woman existing . 
whose p^i'ents were both Yukagires, and who really 
understands the language. The remainder are in 
fact descendants of Russians, who have intermarried 
with them. They are certainly the finest race of 
people I have seen in Siberia ; the men well pro- 
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portioned, and with open and manly countenances-^ 
the women are extremely beantifal. What their 
origin was, it is now difficult to say ; although they 
were doubtless of Asiatic origin, their features par- 
taking of the Tartar aspect, — to say nothing of 
their enmity to the Tchuktchi, while they have a 
great friendship for the Yakuti or Tongousi. 

The third day we reached an inhabited yourtei 
where many of the merchants awaited us, as they 
could not go to the fair before a certain time. The 
river was also in some degree an impediment to 
their proceeding, as the velocity of the stream pre« 
vents firm ice being ever formed. Two of the mer'- 
chants, in attempting the passage, got 'a severe 
ducking, and narrowly escaped with their lives; 
the breadth of the path being but five or six feet^ and 
so slippery in some places^ that, unless the driver 
be very well qualified and accustomed to the place, 
it is difficult to prevent accidents. The wood on 
the Aniuy is of considerable growth for so northern 
a situation; but the root has seldom more than 
twenty inches depth. 

I witnessed, for the second time, the first being 
at Sordak, the mock sims and moons, and columns 
on each side of them, at equal distances ; but these 
parhelia were by no means brilliant, owing, as it 
appeared to me, to the rather warm weather. I 
shall therefore await more favourable appearances, 
before I attempt their description. 

On the 8th of March we reached the Fortress, 
the« river bordered with the . same elevated slate 
lands on the right, and low flat on the left, bai^ 
At seven miles on this side the fortress, the scenery 
begins to improve ; and the fortress itself may be 
said to be a most romantic spot. It is distant from 
the Kolyma one hundred and fifty miles, and da« 
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lingBummerthe place must be very pleasant. There 
are twenty yourtes, about two hundred people, and 
a large wooden building, fit for any thing except 
defence. The whole stands upon an islands sur- 
rounded by elevated and well- wooded hills. There 
is very little grass, but much moss. The view of 
the river is exceedingly picturesque ; and the for- 
tress is decidedly the most favourable place to re- 
side in I have seen from Yakutsk^ a distance of at 
least two thousand miles. 

The inhabitants on the banks of the river are not 
numerous, and subsist very scantily by hunting, 
there being few fish in the river. Famines are there-> 
fore of frequent occurrence, bread not being sup- 
plied by the government. Elks, rein-deer, and ar- 
gali, are what the people most depend upon ; for- 
merly they were abundant, but are now much re** 
duced, owing to the peopling of the country by the < 
Russians, who hunt rather to exterminate the breed 
tlian to procure subsistence. During the fair, the 
inhabitants make the best of their time in trading, 
and becoming allier that a aort of storekeepers to 
the other traders. 

Having settled ourselves in a small Ynkagir 
yourte, Mr Matiushkin and I received a visit from 
one of the Tchuktchi, a most empty countenanced 
and wild looking savage. He entered the room 
where we were, tumbled himself down upon a stool, 
smoked his pipe, and then quitted the room, with- 
out once looking at,. or tsJcing the least notice, 
either of us or any thing about us. The commis- 
sary having made his appearance, it was determi- 
ned to commence the fair, by first installing two of 
the chiefs with medals and swords, baptizing them, 
and receiving a nominal tribute. The morning was 
ushered in by the arrival of these persons in state, 
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dressed in their gayest apparel, and seated in a 
^ beautiful narte drawn by two rein-deer^ the whole 
forming a cavalcade of twenty-five or thirty pairs. 
Having reached a large storehouse, to which the 
altar and images were carried, the priest proceed- 
ed to baptize the two men, their wives, and three 
children ; but instead of being merely sprinklecl with 
water, they, men and women, were obliged one and 
all to strip, and to be three times plunged in a large 
iron cauldron of ice-water, with the thermometer 
on the spot at 35*' of Reaumur, with no part of 
tbeir dress on except their trowsers ; and were af- 
terwards directed to bathe their feet in the same 
cold water. I could not help pitying the women 
and children, the former of whom, having long hair, 
became, as it were, enveloped in icicles. A small 
cross suspended round the neck, with many diffi- 
cult and almost useless injunctions how to pro- 
nounce their newly acquired names, completed the 
ceremony. A quantity of tobacco was then given 
as a present to each of the new converts, by way 
of inducing others tof ollow the example. Instances 
having, however, occurred of late of Tchuktchi be- 
ixig twice baptized, and even of presenting them- 
selves a third time, for the privilege of the presents, 
the good people of Irkutsk begin to be tired of 
sending either their missionaries or tobfusco to such 
a people ; nor do I think such a determination, with 
regard to other equally devout, but more unsuc- 
cessful missionaries, would cause much regret in 
the minds of the more tolerant, but less fanatical, 
part of the good people of England. 

The ceremony finished, the same cavalcade, join- 
ed by the other chieiis, or toions, of the Tchuktchi, 
proceeded to the abode of the commissary, whither 
Mr Matiushkin and I followed. The commissary 
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^en made the usual declaration, that the fair could 
not be^n until he had received a tribute for the 
Emperor Alexander; on which the principal traders 
adranced^ and laid each a red fox skin at the feet 
of the commissary. The names of the donors^ and 
the value of the skins, were then regularly entered 
in the official records, and the commissary proceed- 
ed to invest two of the chiefs with a medal and 
small sabre,.reading to them publicly a letter, which 
he is supposed to receive from the chief of Yakutsk, 
declaring it to be the Emperor's order so to invest 
the chief, or toion ; the clergyman then advanced 
to give his benediction to them, and the poor igno- 
rants became quite happy, quite proud, and ulti^ 
mately quite drunk. 

The next topic started was that of my desire to 
accompany the Tchuktchi through their country ; 
and this seemed to require mote generalship than 
all the others. The commissary, through an inter-> 
preter, commenced by informing the Tchuktchi 
people, that the " Emperor, understanding two 
strange ships had appeared upon their coast, was 
willing to know who they were, and had accordingly 
sent with them, agreeably to their request, two in- 
terpreters^ one of whom imderstood their own lan- 
guage as well as the Russian, while the other, (mean- 
ing myself^) understood the languages of most mari- 
time nations. The commissary desired, as from 
the Emperor, that all due care should be taken of, 
and all due respect paid to us, especially to myself, 
who was one of the chief interpreters of the empire." 
After this opening harangue was completed, the 
turn of which inspired me with some degree of 
hope, one of the most respectable of the Tchuktchi 
got up, and said, that ^' he was in want of no inter*' 
preter, and therefore would not take one.** This 

u2 
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laconic reply completely disconcerted us. The nextt 
an old and cunning fellow, called Kacharga, said, 
<< that boys and girls shoold not be attended to in 
a case of such importance ; that he, a chief, had 
not demanded an interpreter, although a nephew of 
his had done so." He expatiated upon the im- 
propriety of taking from those youths a communi- 
cation of such importance, as should alone have 
come from a chief. I could not but approve the 
justice of the remark, and began to suspect the whole 
was a hoax, and that they had not made any de- 
mand of an interpreter. It was therefore told them, 
that ** two nartes would be of no great consequence 
to them, and that as the Emperor had so sent, they 
ought to take us, for that we dared not return to 
merit his displeasure." A fresh consultation was 
hereupon held by the savi^es, and they came to a 
determination, << that as the great Emperor himself 
wished to send two interpreters to Behring's Straits, 
of course he could have no objection to pay for the 
transport of such people." Upon inquiring what 
demand they would make, they said << fifty bags of 
tobacco," a quantity equalling one hundred and 
twenty poods, or near five thousand pounds weight. 
To make such a present in advance was madness 
in me to think of, and the project appeared, as in- 
deed it proved, to be wholly lost ; for they added, 
that he '< could be no great Emperor who could not 
make so small a present, seeing that he could com- 
mand the riches of all his people." They also ob- 
served, that " I must be a poor interpreter if I could 
not satisfy the demand myself I" Alas I they might 
as well have demanded five millions as five thousand 
pounds of me. One of the knowing ones observed, 
and I mention it as evincing the sagacity of those 
people, that << he doubted whether I was an inter- 
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preter of the great Emperor's/' saying, ^* that I could 
not even speak the Russian language, for that he 
noticed the Russian Cossack interpreted from the 
Tcfaukskoi language to Mr Matiushkin, and Mr M. 
again in a different dialect to me.*' All this was 
too true to be denied* They then asked, " of what 
use I could possibly be to them, when I neither 
understood the Russian nor Tchukskoi languages ?" 
This last truism quite appalled the whole of us, and 
from that moment the point was given up. It was 
not a little singular that these rude people should 
all along have known that a third toion, or chief, 
for I was considered as one, was in the fair, and 
demanded who and what he was. I have, how- 
ever, no idea that their refusal arose either from 
fear or ill-will^ but simply from avarice. 

I next day visited their camp, distant about two 
miles and a half. It consisted of three large and 
three small tents. The former contained the bulk 
of the Tchukskoi people, and the latter were ap- 
propriated to the chiefis and more considerable peo- 
ple. The large tents were disgustingly dirty and 
offensive, exhibiting every species of grossness and 
indelicacy. But the smaller were, on the contrary, 
very neat, clean, and warm, although without a fire, 
m 35^ of frost. Indeed they were to me ^almost 
suffocating, being only eight feet long, five broad, 
and about three feet high ; and containing three or 
four people huddled together in one bed, which is 
made of rein-deer skins, and the coverings lined 
with white foxes'. The small tents are made also 
of the old and hard skins doubled, so that the hair 
IB both on the inside and out ; a large lamp, with 
whale oil or fat, which serves them for a light, com- 
municatee also considerable warmth. On entering 
one of these small dwellingSi I found the chief and 
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his wife perfectly naked, as was also a little girl, their* 
daughter, of about nine years old, — ^nor did tfaey 
«eem to regard our presence, (Mr Matiushkin was 
with me,) but ordered the daughter to proceed and 
prepare some rein-deer s meat for us ; which shedidy 
in that state of nudity, by a fire close to the tent. 
Having lolled upon the bed about a quarter- of an' 
hour, we were treated with the rein-deer meat half 
boiled, of which we of course partook out of com- 
pliment. I was, however, obliged to cut short my 
visit, from want of air, and the most ojQTensive smell 
I had ever endured for so long a time. The toioa, 
or chief, was a little angry with me for quitting him, 
and imputed it to his having ^e previous day 
opposed my design of going through his country^ 
Their furniture consists of a large kettle, knife^* 
wooden bowls, platters, spoons or ladles, and an 
axe, with flint and steel. Having thus informedr 
myself of the savage state in which they live, I re- 
turned to the fortress, driven by one of the chiefs 
in a neat narte, drawn by a couple of rein-deer in a 
pretty style. They use regular reins, made of leather 
thongs, and a long springing cane, with an ivory 
knob to it of the tooth of a sea-horse ; the latter ia 
exercised occasionally upon the rump of the ani- 
mal, on which it is capable of inflicting a pretty 
severe blow. I must, however, do justice to the 
Tchuktchi for their very kind treatment and con- 
duct to their brutes, whether dogs or rein-deer-— 
appearing quite to consider them as pets^ Nay, to 
so great a degree is this feeling carried, that among 
this savage nation it is considered unmanly even to 
ride ; in sdl ordinary cases they prefer to walk, and 
in every other way appear solicitous to lessen the 
iabour of the animal, permitting only the women and 
children to sit in the nartes when upon a journey* 
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> On onr return to the fortress, the fair was for- 
mally commenced by an harangue of the commis- 
sary's, declaring the terms, the tax, and the penal- 
ties. The Tchuktchi had in the mean time ascer- 
tained the quantity of tobacco in the market by 
means of their emissaries, who are exceedingly in- 
quisitive and cunningupon that point, their rudeness 
and apparent equality giving them free access to 
every dwelling which contains any of that commo- 
dity. They have their own mode of calculating, 
and, before the fair is commenced, they fix the 
price of their goods, to which price tliey adhere 
more strictly than the Russians. The fair is held 
upon the river Aniuy, opposite to the fortress. 
Early in the morning the Tchuktchi arrive at the 
place of barter, and forming a semicircle towards 
the fortress, die extremes of which reach to the 
edge of the ice, dispose their furs upon their nartes, 
the owners constantly remaining by them. In ithe 
mean time the Russians place their large bi^ or 
bales of tobacco in the centre of the semicircle, and 
then begin to parade and visit the Tchuktchi, in- 
quiring the prices, &c. by means of an interpreter. 
The work entirely, falls upon the Russian, who 
drags behind him, for many hours, two hundred- 
weight of tobacco, before he can induce the Tchuk- 
tchi to barter. Tiie tobacco, on the first or second 
day, cannot be exchanged below the terms of an 
agreement made between the merchants, as three 
or four people are so posted as to ascertain and 
judge of the conditions and their validity. Still, 
Jt^owever, they do manage to cheat ; but on dis- 
covery the goods are forfeited, and the parties de- 
clared incompetent to trade any more. They are 
particularly guarded by the law, as to the wetting 
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of tobacco, or placing stones or other heavy things 
with it, to increase the weight. 

It is ladicrous enough to stand upon the hanks 
of the riYer, and wait the appointed signal for com- 
mencing barter each morning. While the Tchnck- 
tchi are quietly sitting on their nartes, with their 
sleeves drawn back, and their arms thrust into their 
bosoms to keep them warm, the Russians, on the 
contrary, start pell-mell; pots, pans, kettles, knives, 
swords, hatchets, scissors, needles^ &c. are rattling 
in every direction, like so many chimney-sweepers 
on May-day ; priests, officers, Cossacks, and mer-i 
chants, men, women, and children, alike fantasti- 
cally dressed, with articles of traffic, of which to- 
bacco constituted the chief. A few bells, pipes, 
and corals, also served to grace the dresses of the 
more wealthy and whimsical pedlars* For all the 
small articles the Russians readily enough received 
fresh meat, which was much wanted. The hea- 
vier skins and sea-horse teeth also were ready 
for sale by the Tchuktchi at a reduced price ; but 
the same inducement which the Tchuktchi have 
to sell bears', wolves', and rein-deers' skins, name-t 
ly, their weight, and the expense of transporting 
them, operates to prevent the Russians from buy^ 
ing them. Sea-horse teeth were particularly flush 
on the first day ; but nothing would do, the tax and 
penalty were feared, and little business was done- 
No instance occurred of the Tchuktchi selling be- 
low the rule ; but two Russians, brothers, were de- 
tected in it, and committed to prison until the close 
of the fair. The price or rate which the Russians 
had set, was a martin park, somewhat like a car- 
ters frock, of twenty skins, and fifteen red foxes, 
for a hundred- weight of tobacco ; while the Tchuk- 
tchi held it at a park and ten red foxes. The se- 
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cond day was brisker, and move bnsinete was d<me; 
from fifteen red foxes and a park of martins, the 
Russians descended, by general consent, to twelve 
and eleven foxes. Still the Tcbuktchi- generally 
held on, compelling the Russians^ meantime, to 
•walk about making offers. What, however, with 
cunning, and breaking off the agreement, a good 
deal of business was done. But the third and last 
day's fair was the best and most lucrative for the 
savages, when neither tax, nor penalty, nor perjury 
were feared ; each individual, from the commissary 
to his secretary and priest, and from the Cossacks 
to .the merchants, all busily employed in under- 
mining his neighbour. ' I could scarcely believe 
that in so small a number of individuals there could 
exist so great and general a jealousy ; but so it was, 
and many quarrels ensued. That my readers may 
the better form an opinion of what materials the 
people of this part of the world are composed, I 
will briefly say, that there is scarcely an. act oreir« 
cumstance, either of a public or private nature, 
which takes place at Irkutsk, Yakutsk, or Okotsk, 
which is not immediately and indirectly, made 
known to, and commented upon by, these worthy 
critics of the north-east of Asia ; nor is it more 
than an act of justice or truth, to say, that I be- 
lieve them to be more generally and better edu- 
cated than any other equally numerouR settlement 
in Siberia, being of the same class of Cossacks. I 
hardly know of an instance of the young lads not 
reading and writing tolerably well. 

I never saw better judges of tobacco, nor of weight, 
than the Tchuktchi. I can confidently assert, that 
they do not err one pound in the hundred-weight ; 
and the detection of the slightest fraud on the part 
of the Russians, is sufficient to the Tchuktchi to 
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cut the party short, aad deal no more with bhn; 
Their mode of trying the strei^th of tobacco is 
this : a leaf of it is taken and squeezed in the hand 
as hard as possible, and if any appearance of mois- 
ture be left in the palm, it is well known that the 
tobacco has been watered ; if the leaf preserves the 
compressed shape which the force of the hand has 
giren it, it is weak, but if it recovers and eirpands 
quickly to its original size and shape, the tobacco 
is deemed strong. And such is their nicety of 
judgment in ascertaining this point, that an allow- 
ance of goods is given or received on the celerity 
with which the leaf returns^ after compression, to 
its natural shape. 

The last day's sale, although of course the best^ 
was held back a little by the Tchuktchi wishing to 
make the Russians believe that they had no want 
of tobacco, as they could get it much cheaper in 
the bay of St Lawrence, from the ships which ca- 
sually call there. Whatever trade they may carcy 
on with those vessels, the Tchuktchi appear to 
know the value of a more direct and first-hand 
trade ; nor can this be doubtful, when the toils and 
dangers of their journey, and the small profits, are 
considered — at least small when compared with 
the profits they sometimes receive from the few 
vessels which now and then visit their coast. The 
fair lasted seven days, which is three more than 
usual ; the two first and the two last, may, how- 
ever, be considered as nothing, being occupied 
in the lowest species of refaily in which deliveries 
are made so low as for sixpence or ninepence. 
Upon the last day of the rc^ fair, or fifth from 
the commencement, the vodka (spirit) began to 
make its appearance, and its effects were success- 
ful in inducing the Tchuktchi to bring forward, for 
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sale, a few of the blaek and brown foxes. Tbey 
jM)ld, howeyer, veiy dear, and were nearly all taken 
back with them to their country. 

The trade of the commissary, secretary, their 
friends and Cossacks, was done to so great an ex- 
tent, and with so little principle, that the licensed 
trader could do nothing, except at considerable loss. 
The former have a wonderful advantage^ also, in 
bringing their goods into the market, from being 
able to make padyodies,or public levies of dogs, &c. 
as if for the public service. This, however^ can- 
not rank among those abuses laid to the charge of 
the emperor ; for, if the offenders' salaries were 
increased tenfold, the same practice would be con- 
.tinued : they would still trade, and still act, in the 
same unfeeling way. " A want of education, or ava- 
rice, begets a want of morality."* Baron Wrangel 
has done all he can to remedy this evil, but the 
moment he retires from the scene, the same con- 
- duct will be resorted to, forming, as it does, a con- 
•siderable revenue to those holding the command. 
.All extra services of the crown, as those for the 
post, expresses, forwarding of the bread, spirits, 
.and public stores, are thrown upon the poor; while 
priests, nobility, all officers of the crown, and Cos- 
. sacks, who possess the best means of carrying such 
services into execution, are exempt. The poor, 
having no dogs, are obliged to hire them at exor- 
bitant rates from the rich. Every narte taken for 
the use of the public during the fair, is a loss to the 
, poor of sixty roubles, or near three pounds. The 
number of nartes which have been thus at certain 
-times required, may be conjectured from the feet, 

* Auri sacra fames ! qus non mortalia cogis 
Pectora!*-. 
VOL. I. X 
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that, while I was there, the commissary demanded 
one for hindself, others for his secretary, servant, 
Cossack, and chancellary ; and a sixth for his pro* 
visions. The chief priest also demanded sev'erally 
for himself, assistant, Cossack, altar, hi^age, and 
provisions* The object of the former was to re- 
gister the receipt of twenty-three red foxes, being 
the yasack paid by^the Tchuktchi ; that of the lat- 
ter, the christening and registering of seven savages, 
and all the provisions they carried conM not have 
exceeded forty pounds weight ; consequently there 
could have been no necessity for such padvodies ; 
— a demand which, by the by, Baron Wrangel 
did not permit b^g complied with, he b^g vest* 
ed with civil and military powers over the Kolyma 
district. I am one of the last persons to discoun- 
tenance, in the least degree, the general design of 
eoHvertitiff to Christianity the savage tribes dis- 
persed over various pnts of the world, but I think 
it must be regretted that such projects should ever 
have the effect of straitening or burdening those 
who are bom Christians. As to the present case, 
it is to be hoped the liberality of the government 
will extend to this distant and impoverished place, 
by payii9^ the inhabitants for all services perform- 
ed for the crown. This would possibly prevent 
much abuse, and at least have the e£fect of disbur- 
mg a sum of money, of little consideration to a 
government^ though highly acceptable to the go- 
verned. 

The fair at length finished, I prepared to depart 
for Nishney Kolymsk, with many thanks to my 
venerable x uki^ host for hjs kindness. I pass- 
ed the time very agreeably at his house ; he was 
a very good chess-player, and was fond of the 
game. His manner of play added another instance 
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to many I have witnestedy that there is, in variaiis 
parts of the world, little or no diflerenee anywhere 
in the moving of the pieces. I have played the 
game with Yakuti, Tongonsi^ and Ynkagiri ; hut 
the Tdmktchi laughed at me for snch a childish 
employment of my time. While upon this sab- 
ject^ I may remark, as a drcnmstance relative to 
the game of chess, and which has repeatedly sur- 
prised me, that wherever a people recognise and 
play it, they are in^aUibly Asiatics. Neither the 
Tchtiktcfai nor the Koriaks understand any thing 
of it, but all the Kamtchatdales, and other Asia^ 
tics, are £amiliar with it. 

The features of the Ynkagiri lead me to snppose 
them Tartars, and not a race very distinct from ^ 
Yakut!. They are, however, almost Russified by 
intermarriages, and the question of their or^;in is 
become difficult* There were at the fair two or 
three of the Chnanse, of Chodynse, a tributary 
nation, inhabiting the country between the two 
Aniu3rs and the Anadyr : their features are also 
Asiatic 

The information I received from the Tchuktchi 
by means of the interpreter Kobel^ff, son to the 
Kobeleff who attended the expedition under Cap- 
tain Billings, I will give in the same laconic style 
- in which I communicated it to the governor-gene- 
ral of Siberia from Nishney Kolymsk; My letter, 
in the first pert, described what articles were sold 
by the Russians; as tobacco, kettles, knives, spears, 
needles, bells, scissors, pipes, axes, spoons, coral 
beads, and other small ornaments, a few pieces of 
red and blue nankeen, and white cotton. For 
these the Tchuktchi brought four or five hundred 
sea-hone teeth, a few bears' skinB,rein-deer droasow, 
and white foxes' ; and these, with some frozen rein- 
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deer meat, niake the whole prodactions of their own' 
country. The other articles of far come from a 
nation on the American continent, called the Kar- 
ganles ; two of whom were at the fair. They bear 
more nearly the featm*e8 of the Tchuktchi than 
those of the hideous-mouthed inhabitants of the 
islands in Behring*s Straits,although with a browner 
or more dirty colour. The furs brought and sent 
by them, consist of many thousands of black, brown, 
blue, red, and white foxes, martins, and martin 
parks, some beavers, river otters, bears, wolves, 
sea-dogs, and sea-horse skins; a few articles of 
warm clothing, and some omamBnts carved out of 
aea-horse teeth, representing the animals common 
among them. 

The value of the exports on the spot, taking them 
at four hundred bags, or forty thousand pounds 
weight, of tobacco, at three roubles a pound, is 
one hundred and twenty thousand roubles ; to this 
add sixty thousand for the value of the other articles; 
and we< shall make the : exports amount ^o about 
one hundred and eighty thousand roubles, or seven 
thousand guineas. The value of those articles at Ya- 
kutsk, as purchased by the traders, is not ane'thirdf 
leaving, after the deducting of carriage expeilses, 
which are considerable, a clear profit of about one 
hundred, or one hundred and twenty per cent, and 
would be much more, but that so many people trade 
against each other, and that the traders are alto- 
gether too numerous. The market is overstocked 
with tobacco, not one-half being disposed of. The 
value of the imports may be known by reference 
to the tax, recollecting that the furs bear almost 
the same price at Yakutsk as at the Kolymsk, al- 
though distant nearly two thousand miles by land ; 
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the return of the horses, howeyer, enables the mer- 
chants to go back cheap. 

A bag of tobacco of one hnndred pounds weighty 
worth three hundred roubles, and iron work of fifty 
or sixty roubles value, is exchanged for a martin 
park, worth i^nety and one hundred roubles ; fif- 
teen red foxes, two hundred and fifty to three 
hundred roubles ; and a pair of boots and park of 
rein-deer skin, worth about frnty or fifty roubles : 
making altogether about four hundred roubles, 
which brings the exchange on the spot, as nearly as 
can be, eqaual, for the tax is not adhered to. Now, 
if one bag of tobacco produce four hnndred, four 
hundred bags will be equal to one hundred and 
sixty thousand roubles, which constitute the im- 
ports, being the same value as at Yakutsk. The 
mercliants have also the benefit of a great trade, on 
their journey along the rivers, with the Yakuti ; 
and this is really the most advantageous branch of 
it^ for they will extort even three and four hundred 
per cent. 

The Tchuktchi parted with less than a thurd of 
their most valuable furs, taking the rest bade. I 
inferred hence, that they have not the means of 
conveyance for more than four hundred bags of 
tobacco, and the other articles sold vrith these ; 
otha'wiBe, from thdr love of that article, and the 
demand for it by the American savi^es, they would 
no doubt purchase it for the small and valuable 
fun. Nor is this idea of mine rendered less weighty, 
when I inform my readers that so tenacious are the 
Tchuktchi of surcharging their rein-deer, and so 
great is thdr love of tobacco, that every male adult, 
on quitting the fahr, carries upon his own back from 
forty to fifty pounds weight ; until ih% consump- 
tion of provisiouB enables him fearlessly to put it up- 

x2 



246 THE TCHUKTCHI/ 

on the ntrte'. Indeed, the demand for this commo- 
dity is so great, that at the Anadyrsk and Idgiginslr 
fairs' the Russians do not give in barter with the 
Tchuktchi one-half of the quantity which is given 
, at Kolymsk; and consequently the Anadyr Tchuk- 
tchi are prohibited by the rest of their nation from 
trading to the Kolymsk, for fear of spoiling the 
market. 

There were this year at the fair, which is term- 
ed a good one, two hundred and fifty nArtes, and 
five hundred rein-deer, with sixty-eight men, sixty 
women^ and fifty-six children. Each rein-deer cant 
draw three or four poods, or one hundred and fifty 
pounds weight. Those which come to the fair re- 
turn only to the river Tchaon, where they are ex- 
changed for those which belong to, and which had 
come from, the Bay of St Lawrence. Seventy- 
five and ninety days are required for them to per. 
form the journey, which is about eight hundred 
versts, or five hundred miles. 

There were three chiefs at the fair ; first, Ye- 
brashka, who commands the tribes inhabiting the 
banks of the Tdiaon, Packla, and Kvata rivers, 
as well as the country towards Shelatskoi Nobs. 
Second, Valetka^ chief of the Belo Mordky Tchuk- 
tchi, which tribe inhabits the eastern sea-coast, 
from Cape North to the Bay of Klasheni. Third, 
Kacharga, who commands the Tchukskoi Noss, or 
East Cape tribe,, who inhaUt the Noss, and the 
country from thence to the Bay of St Lawrence. 
The first are wanderers, and live by their rein- 
deer^ which are employed for burden between the 
river Tchaon and the fair, and in the trade of sea- 
horse teeth. The second subsist almost entirely 
by fishing and hunting, added to a small tribute or 
toll of tobacco, w!iich is paid by then* southern 
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Betgliboiirs for- a^/ree 'passage along tbeir coast; 
they have no fein-deer. The third tribe subsist 
by traffic and the breeding of rein-deer, of which 
they have- considerable herds, and are employed 
from the Bay of St Lawrence to the banks of the 
Tchaon. There is also a fourth chief, who com- 
mands the Tchuktchi of Anadyr Noss, a tribe who 
inhabit the country and banks of the Anadyr, and 
also subsist by traffic and the breeding of rein-deer. 
These chiefs live equally distant from each other, 
about one hundred and fifty or two hundred miles, 
and carry on a sort of intercourse by means of the 
eastern-coast Tchuktchi, who are provided with 
baidares. 

The Tchukskoi Noss race are the most nume- 
rous ; those of the eastern coast the most warlike 
and hardy ; the Tchaon, or Shelatskoi, are the most 
^endly ; and those on the Anadyr Noss are the 
richest. The whde are nominally independent, 
but actually tributary; for the yasack, though small, 
is enforced, and conscientiously paid. Their exist- 
ence as an independent tribe hangs on the will of 
Russia, for that independence will at any time be 
sacrificed to retain their trade. -Their whole num- 
ber cannot exceed four or five thousand. The Kar- 
gaoules are represented by them as far more nume- 
rous, but the Tchuktchi cannot count past a hun- 
dred, or ten tens, that is, their fingers ten times 
over. Each tribe has'a different dialect of the same 
language, and all understand one another, though 
the dialects are extremely difficult to articulate ; 
so much sa, that the interpreters, after the three 
days of the fair, are generally laid up with a sore 
throat. . 

In the conversation I had with the toions, or 
chiefs, (the same word is used in America, and in 
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the same sense,) I understood them to have no 
knowledge or tradition of any land north of theirs ; 
that the sea is for ten months so frozen that no- 
thing hat mountains of ice are visibie ; and that 
during the months of August and September, the 
ice breaks up, but not in such a manner as to ad- 
mit a passage for vessek. They told me also ^lat 
large herds of rein-deer roam from cape to cape, 
but do not come from the north beyond the sea. 
To the west of Shelatskoi Noss, termed by diem 
Errie, (a word also of the same import as in Ame- 
rica, signifying a great sea or lake,) they say there 
is a large and very deep bay, into whidi the Packla 
and Tchaon discharge their waters ; and in this 
bay two islands, the one caUed Ayon, small and 
near the Noss, abounding in sea-horse teeth ; the 
other, lUerie, large, and producing fine moss for 
the rein-deer. The latter has some few residents 
both in winter and summer ; in the former season 
catching and killing wild rein-deer for the fair, in 
the latter, feeding the tame rein-deer. I was also 
told, that half-way across the south side of the bay 
there is a high mountain of rock, named since, by 
Baron Wrangel, Cape Matiushkin. That f^m 
their habitations on the Tchaon and Packla rivers 
to Shelatskoi Noss it is only one day's journey with 
rein-deer, a pair of which are represented by them 
as capable, upon an emergency, and in hard frosty 
weather, of drawing a sledge with one person fifty 
or sixty miles. Shelatskoi Noss does not, by their 
report, run far into the sea, but is elevated, and 
has a narrow passage between it and ^eir coun- 
try ; in truth, an isthmus, which forms a small bBy^ 
without islands, to the east of the Noss. I was 
also made to understand that the coast, from the bay 
on the east of the Noss, trends a Httle to the right 
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of the iiBiDg sun. The Noss is formed by the 
Tchaon and Packia rivers on the west, and the 
Kvata and Ekakta on the east ; and the Tchaon 
bay by Shelatskoi Noss and the island of lUerie ; 
which latter will, of course, be understood as the 
island of Sabedei. The Pogitcha river is repre- 
sented as not the same wiUi the Anadyr, but a 
small yet rapid stream, which, from the east^ enters 
the Tchaom And, lastly, that the whole of their 
country is so mountainous, so barren, and so deep 
in snow, that laden rein«deer cannot come straight 
from the Bay of St Lawrence, but are obliged to 
coast along the valleys on the shore, until they reach 
the Packlc^ where their route changes, from :N.W* 
to8;W. 

Fish is said to abound in the northern rivers on 
the eastern coast, as well as in the Bay of St Law- 
rence, which last is the only place where ships can 
anchor, and is formed by the Tchukskoi and Ana- 
dyrskoi Nosses. They have no knowledge nor 
tradition of any nation called the Shellages, but 
they recognise the word Kc^ai, as applicable to 
the name of a person in their language. They 
know nothing either of their origin or first settle- 
ment in the country, nor of the Tartar nations sub- 
ject to Russia, nor do they understand any Tartar 
words. Their language bears no affinity to the 
Asiatic, though it is understood by the Koriaks^ 
The features of the Tchuktchi, their manners and 
customs, pronounce them of American origin, of 
which the shaving of their heads, puncturing of 
their bodies, wearing large ear-rings, their inde- 
pendent and swaggering wayof walking, their dress, 
and superstitious ideas, are also evident proofs ; 
nor is it less than probable that the Esquimaux, 
and othar tribes of Arctic Americans, may have 
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descended from tbem^ for several words of their 
languages are alike, and their dress perfectly simi- 
lar. That New Siberia has been inhabited, there 
is no doubt ; many huts or yourtes still existing, 
and there are traditions in Siberia of tribes having 
been compelled, from persecution, the small-pox, 
as well as from disease, to quit their lands for those 
beyond' the seas. 

The persons of the Tchuktchi are not peculiarly 
large, though their dress, which is clean, but of 
enormous size, gives them almost a gigantic appear- 
ance. They have fair or clear skins, but ordinary 
though masculine features. In conduct they are 
wild and rude. They have no diseases, and live 
to a great age ; two of the chiefs at the fair being 
past seventy, as calculated by the number of voy- 
ages they had made, ere they accompanied Captain 
Billings. I did not find them idolatrously fond of 
spirits, as they refused to change fiirs for that alone, 
although they would readily receive it, and in pre- 
ference bai^in with the donors. They appeared 
a bold, suspicious, and irascible people, and, ^ough 
very avaricious, perfectly honest, and not inhospi- 
table. They appear to trust to their nominal inde- 
pendence, by concealing their actual weakness, and 
magnifying their numerical strength. They have a 
respect for their chiefs, and do not live in that perfect 
state of equality which has been supposed, though 
they purposely affect that equality in the presence of 
the Russians ; when the most common of their na- 
tion will enter a Russian dwelling, behave rude and 
churlish, keep his cap on, take what he wants with- 
out asking, and ultimately quit without the slightest 
thanks, acknowledgment, or appearance of feeling. 
The chiefs, on the contrary, are extremely correct 
in all that concerns their conduct with the Rns- 
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siaBft ; sitting with their caps off, asking for what 
they want, and making themselves hy no means 
unacceptable guests. 

The whole of them are ingenious, cunnings in- 
dustrious, and excellent mechanics, which is proved 
by the symmetry, neatness, and quantity of their 
nartes, clothes, tents, arms, and ornaments. They 
have no religion, but a sort of regard to some sor- 
cerers or people held by them in veneration. They 
are allowed to retain five wives, whom they may 
put to death upon discovery of any criminal inter* 
course ; holding also the power of compelling them 
to such criminal intercourse, — an act by no means 
unfreqnent, when the husband is in want of an heir 
or son* 

Upon the whole, the Tchuktchi appear to be ap- 
proaching to Russian subjection ; and I am confi- 
dent they would never object to a traveller or tra- 
vellers exploring their inhospitable country, pro- 
vided they received a remuneration ; and nothing 
prevented my being able to accompany them, save 
their avarice and my poverty. I felt, however, 
happy in establishing the fact of being permitted 
to go on some terms, because it will enable the 
Russian government to take the first opportunity 
of exploring their country. Yet I would advise 
such as are employed to be particular in their con- 
duct ; they will have to do with a people jealous 
and suspicious, but who, although cautious in gi- 
ving their word, are truly fiaithful in keeping it. Ha 
who shall feel inclined to accompany such a savage 
race through their inhospitable and uninteresting 
country, must doubtless be prepared toundeigo very 
great fatigues and privations ; he should be inured 
to cold, as he will doubtless have to walk the whole 
distance, but on no day exceeding four or five miles. 
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He should also be tall, stout, and strong, for sacfa, 
and such only, the Tcfauktchi both fear, obey, and 
respect. 

The manner of dressing their food is by boiling, 
when wood can be procured, which, however, is not 
frequently the case during the winter season. They 
then generally consume frozen meat or fish, which, 
with them, as with the others in rein-deer coun- 
tries, is considered a necessary and extravagant 
luxury ; warm and raw marrow is also their greatest 
delicacy. The flavour of their meat is most exqui- 
site, free from that soft and flabby taste common 
to rein-deer and veal, with a flavour somewhat be- 
tween beef and mutton, more tender than the one, 
and less so than the other. They drink tea, and 
are exceedingly, fond of sugar. Tobacco is their 
great commodity, which they eat, chew> smoke, 
and snu£f at the same time. I have seen boys and 
girls of nine or ten years of age, put a large leaf 
of tobacco into their mouths, without permitting 
any saliva to escape ; nor will they put aside the 
tobacco should meat be ofiered to them, but con- 
tinue consuming both together. They fae said, no 
doubt correctly, to drink only snow water during 
the winter ; to melt which, when no wood is to be 
had, very disgusting and dirty means are resorted 
•to. Nothing is so acceptable to a rein-deer as hu- 
.man urine, and I have seen them even run to get 
it as occasion ofiered. 

In closing the account of this strange people, I 
may mention two remarkable circumstances: a 
kettle or cooking utensil is in their language called 
cookie, but whether the word proceeds, as I con- 
jecture, from the remembrance of the name of Cap- 
tain Cook, who first supplied them with that utensil, 
or from the English word denoting the use it is ap- 

6 
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plied to, I admit to be a question. To these yes- 
eels, wldch are of iron, they are much attached, and 
the stronger and stouter they are, the better ; nor 
will any consideration induce them to take or pur* 
ehase a copper vessel, although lined with tin, t^k they 
consider it poisonous. Plain ratr iron are preferred, 
and these they will fearlessly, and with impunity, 
handle in a temperature of forty degrees of frost by 
Reaumur. The other circumstance to wUch I al- 
lude, is the occasional migration of large armies of 
mice, either from, or to^ this continent and America. 
Of liie annual moyements of these small but nu« 
merous animals in the peninsula of Kamtchatka, I 
have little doubt ; and contrasting, or weighing thiat 
knowledge, with the circumstance that most of the 
clothing of the Tchuktchi is embroidered with the 
skins of mice, I consider the assertion of their an<« 
nual migration as perfectly warranted. 

My return to the Kolyma occupied me only two 
days, partly from lightness of carriage, and partly 
from the hunger of the dogs, there being little or 
none of their common food of^Bring for sale on the 
banks of the Aniny. I was most happy to meet with 
the Baron Wrangel, who had retmned from his expe* 
dilion round Shelatskoi Noss. I recdved from him 
the foUowing account. He was absent a month 
upon the wh<de, and followed the course laid down 
in the chart of reference at the end of the second 
▼olume, which proves that the information I had 
derived from the Tchuktchi was p^ectly correct ; 
as well as the contents of my memorial to the Royal 
Society, which the baron had previously read. A 
bay exists to the east of Shelatskoi Noss, which is 
in about 70° 5' lijititude ; the longitude about 17d** 
£«, or 6° east of Baranov Kamene ; which is exactly 
half way between Cape North and Baranov Kamene* 
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TcfaaoB Bay, with its two islands, and the dwells 
mgB between the island of Jllere, or Sabedei of 
Shalaoiiroff, and the n)ain*lan(l, were also recc^-*. 
sbed hy the baron. They were doubtless inhabited^' 
as the expedition was in their tracks for three days. 
The run of the coast from the Kolyma to Shelatskoi. 
I^foss, is about £.N.£. and that* from the Noss tO: 
the east, yery easterly from Cape Kuzmin. 

No doubt whatever can now be entertained of 

Deshneff having gone round the N.£. cape, no other 

impediment but ice appearing to exist ; as little, or 

less, need there be, of Shalaouroff's having reached 

it, he having actually described the formation of 

Tchaon Bay, although he placed it too far to the 

northward, as he did also Shelatskoi Noss ; while 

in feet the theory of Mr Coxe respecting this coun-, 

toy is perfectly correct. Baron Wrangel and Cook; 

may be sud to have seen across the intervening 

space which has not actually been traversed by 

Europeans^ I will, however, leave this scientific* 

argument to the merits of the appendix, and change 

it for an introduction of some extracts from Baron 

WrangeFs letter to me, after his first journey across 

the Frozen Sea, and the track of which will appear 

mpon the chart annexed. The baron observes, that, 

although I should otherwise hear all psrticulars 

about die expedition to the north from the Kolyma, 

still he feels disposed to give me some informaticMi 

on the subject. ^^ I have,*' he continues, " used 

vour suggestion with some alterations, and what* 

has been done during the last voyi^e, is certainly-. 

done by this invention of yours ; used in such a 

manner as I used it, it proved to be tr^-risquant* 

It was indeed a very happy accident, that the white 

bears, having circumnavigated the ice mountain, on 

i3aB top of which I had made the storehouse, seyeral 
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times, did not attempt to ascend it, as itej, the 
bears, would have had no difficulty in destroying 
«uch fortifications, although I before thought to the 
contrary, especially as the dog-master said, that 
none of the dreadful white-bear regiment had either 
force or ability to rob us either of our own or the 
dogs' provisions, out of its strong concealment. 
Nevertheless I have seen, during the late voyage^ 
such tricks of these white bears, that ^ preeaut- 
tiona I took for the preservation of our provisions, 
I call a happy accident. Should I make the same 
Toyage the next spring, I will take nofire-wooddA 
all, but take wood prepared to build a stronger 
cellar within the ice, and dry moss, with fish oil» 
diall serve to boil the tea-kettle ; a circumstance 
'Which will much relieve the dogs as to the point of 
'Weight, as well as serve us upon our return in re- 
.spect of fire-wood." 

Although I cannot but do justice to the baron's 
general and scientific knowledge, I confess I do not 
know precisely what he means by the term happy 
accident. The idea I suggested was to prevent as 
Accident, and I suppose, therefore, the baron meant 
■that it was a happy circumstance that the bears did 
not ascend the mountain, as in that case the pre^ 
cautions taken would have been useless. To enar 
ble the baron to go farther, with more ease to th« 
dogs^ two days' provisions for the homeward voyj- 
age were to be buried at every third day's outt* 
ward voyage ; the plan of securing such provisions 
of course, must be left entirely to the ingenuity of 
•the party travelling, as well as to the means pre<> 
•eented by the situation of the ice. But I thinks 
with half-a-dozen people, I could secure provisions 
in such a manner as, not indeed to elude the saga«- 
city of the beaoy but to psove the inefficacy of their 
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strength when put in competition with Ae sagacity 
of man. 

The baron next proceeds to point out the rather 
dangerous situation in which he was latterly placed, 
the last nine days of his journey being over a field 
of ice, in general but htJf.a fgot thick, although 
only in the latter part of April. During many 
parts of this journey, they came to open coannels, 
five and seven feet wide, and each night brought 
with it strong north and north-west winds, which 
made the ice tremble beneath their cold pillows. 
At times, sounds like the roar of thunder would 
assail their ears, yet prove only to be the shatter- 
ing of ice-hills, and the severing of the fields of 
ice. At one period, the baron and his friend, Mr 
Matiushkin, were gone in quest of a white bear to 
feed the dx^gs which had suffered much, when the 
ice broke under their feet with such a noise that 
Mr M. actually called out, << What will now be- 
come of us ?" w^en the baron was so convinced of 
its being thimder, that he looked to the south, in 
expectation of seeing the lightning that must pre- 
cede the second p^. The Cossacks, however, 
pointed out that the ice was breaking, which in^ 
duced him to make the best of his way towards the 
dose ice, then distant three or four miles. The 
dog-master and Cossacks expressed much regret at 
continuing the direct course, hut, fortunaiefy, they 
arrived safe, and reached the Kolyma in the begin- 
ning of May; I have used the term fartunatey as 
the subsequent spring and summer, or rather the 
continuation of winter, proved the most extraordi- 
nary ever known at the Kolyma ; a severity at- 
tending them which might have permitted the com- 
mander of the expedition to nsk much more in 
point of time than Baron Wiangd then thought 
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'pradent. In one of the following fieasons he was 
actually cast away so early as the month of March; 
which period, so far from being entertained or con- 
sidered as a dangerous one, is usually that allotted 
to the commencement of a journey over the ice. 
In these high latitudes there is no actual criterion 
how to judge of the seasons. 

The ice in the year 1821 did not break up until 
the 29th May O. S. ' The coldness of the summer 
was most exttuordinary. On the 20th June, 2d 
July, and Sd August, there was much snow, and 
one degree and a haljf^of cold of R^AVMVRy with- 
out intermission, accompanied with constant N. W. 
gales. The month of May, although so cold, was 
the only agreeable weather during spring or sum- 
mer ; and the appearances of a bad season were 
yery distressing. Neither the small rivers running 
into the Kolyma^ nor the Kolyma itself, had, on 
the 15th of August, produced any fish, in conse- 
quence of the height of the waters. The only hope 
of the poor inhabitants, and of the expedition, rest- 
ed on the interval betwixt the time of the river 
freezing and the month of December. On the 13th 
of August, the baron received information that the 
rein-deer chase on the Aniuy and Omelon had en- 
tirely ftdled, and that the Yukagiri were in a state 
of starvation. The 22d of August it snowed hard, 
and continued to snow till the 25th, when the lakes 
were all frozen over. On the 30th August Baron 
Wrangel was frozen up in a boat in the Kolyma, 
and hoary winter was dated from that period, as 
the river thence became passable for dogs and 
nartes. I shall here conclude my observations re- 
specting this indefatigable young officer, by saying, 
that for a combination of personal exertion and sa- 
crifice, with the most undoubted scientific know- 
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ledge, especially that of practical and theoretical 
astronomy, so necessary to conduct an expedition 
of this nature, I helieve Baron Wrangel has no 
equal in the Russian navy. Nor will the opinion 
I have thus candidly given, in the first edition of 
my work, have the less weight with the thinidng 
part of the community, when I acquaint them with 
the hazardous, nay perilous, but fortunate result of 
his last enterprising attempt, in which he, by a 
HAPPY ACCIDENT, was enabled to trace the Asia- 
tic coast from Shelatskoi Noss to Serdze Kamene. 
The account of it will also be found in the Ap 
pendix. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Departure from the Kolyma— Lapteffi-JSredne Kolymsk-* 
Kosatchey Ostrog — ^Verchne Kolymsk — The Zyzanka— 
Hokusolbetie and Bocbiera— ^oulouktak — Eouiouack 
— Terachtack, &c»--Kouidak — Andigezan — Intack— 
Omekon — Nera — Indigirka, RiTera— The Tongousi 
Tribe— The Koudousou and Kounounaksala Rivera— 
The Okota-^kotsk. 

Winter was still raging with all its severity, 
when I prepared to quit the Kolyma. I conld now, 
indeed, nave no inducement to remain longer ; my 
desire of penetrating through the country of the 
Tchuktchi no longer existed, hut for the purpose 
of getting across to the opposite continent : and as 
I luid failed, through the avarice of the savages, I 
determined to proceed to Okotsk, hy the direct 
route, in spite of the remonstrances of the commis- 
sary, Cossacks, and Yakuti, who were ordered to 
attend me wherever I might go. The proper mode 
was hy that I had previously come ; hut I wish- 
ed of course to avoid near two thousand miles 
of such sameness, independent of my desire to 
reach Okotsk hy the first of June. The Yakuti 
were so fearful of a route of the kind, that they 
even attempted to hrihe me with presents to take 
another ; but I was resolutely fixed upon the new 
route, and the result will show that I had only 
myself to duiiik for the difficulties I encountered, 
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and the narrow escapes I had so often for my life. 
To me, however, the hardest day's work was fol- 
lowed by the happiest eveniDg, and the soundest 
sleep as I lay down on my snow pillow. 

With grateful recollections of the hospitality 
and kind treatment I had experienced from every 
individual in the commissariat of Kolyma, I de- 
parted on the 27th of March in a harte royal, that 
is, one drawn by thirteen dogs, who took me eighty 
iniles in one day ; a prodigious day's journey, as it is 
considered in this part of the world, for the same 
dogs to perform. The 1st of May is, however, 
the period usually calculated on for the Omekon 
and other rivers breaking up, and I was a long dis- 
tance from them ; I was therefore compelled to 
hasten, to prevent a detention on the banks of 
them for six weeks or more. I could not but feel 
BoelandM^y and sick at heart at parting as it were 
&om a brother, in the person of Baron WrangeL 
However, I pushed forward, and in three days 
readbi^d Lapteff, one hundred and eighty miles from 
Nishmey Kolymsk. The weather was most vari- 
able; in the early part of tibe monung we had 
i5° of frost, a;t noon as many of heat, Iroiii ih& 
ruction of the sun, and in the e\'«QiDg again lO'' 
of frost. The mornings, before the sun appeared, 
weace ^ coldest I ever endured, being really more 
severe than 40° of frost, owing to lhe heavy fogs 
which prevail in the latter end of Mardi and be- 
ginning of April, and which strike an indescribable 
cold to the whole frame. 

At Lapteff I met my old friend, the venerable 
prince of ninety-one. -He had just returned from 
a risit totmodier prince, twenty miles distant, and 
insisted upon aoeompanying me the following 
mormg ; and mih was his health and GapebUhy 
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to bear the piercing morning air, that while I was 
compelled to walk, as it seemed, to save my life, 
the old Yakut prince was quietly walking his horse 
to a sort of humming tune, which may be said to 
constitute a Yakut's song. There is no regular 
meaniag in what they sing, heing made up of any 
incidental allusions to the weat^^er, trees, rivers^ 
fatigues, horses, and the like, according to the im-> 
mediate impulse of the moment. 

From Lapteff I continued my route to Sredne 
Kolymsk, where I arriyed on the fifth day at noon, 
much fatigued. I was exceedingly gratified with 
the repetition of old kindnesses and remembrances 
on the part of the inhabitants as I came alongi 
They were cheerfully looking forward to an early 
summer, in which, alas I they were bitterly disap- 
pointed. They were constantly presenting me with 
the first partridges and hares, which the approach- 
ing sun had sent in advance ; and evesi other early 
delicacies were given me in aid of the long jour- 
ney! had before me. 

The day that I reached Sredne Kolymsk I start- 
ed a large grey wolf, and, being on horseback, was 
nearly thrown into the snow, as I had repeatedly 
been before. A burnt child is said to dread the 
fire, so a bit horse dreads a wolf; the one I rode 
had so suffered. The only pleasure I experienced 
in Sredne Kolymsk was being housed in the com- 
fortable abode of my old attendant, Peter Treche- 
koff, who was, in the absence of the conmiissary, 
chief of the department. I renewed the protesta- 
tions of my fidelity and good-will towards a person 
I felt so highly indebted to ; and the certificate 
which I gave him of his extraordinary good con- 
duct and kindness towards me, was, I am happy 
U> say, the occasion of his being made a sei^eant; 



i 



%&2 SREDNE KOLYM6K. 

beyond which, though he does not at present aspire, 
lie will necessarily attain, as any under -officer, 
whose conduct is good in that rank for a certain 
number of years, may demand the rank of an offi- 
cer as a recompense. Surely this is a regulation 
well worthy of imitation in every country. What 
can be a greater incentive to good conduct, in any 
department under a government, than the fact w 
knowing that both a pecuniary and honorary re^ 
ward attends the exertions of every individual? 
Patience, Cossack, and you will be the Hetman I 
U an encouraging Russian proverb. 

I remained with my old friend a couple of day^ 
awaiting a fresh Cossack, who was ordered to at- 
tend me to Okotsk. I felt most happy in prepa^ 
ring once more to tread a new road, and throw 
aside the difficulties which were for ever thundered 
in my ears. The poor young love-sick Cossack 
destined to attend me I could not but pity ; he had 
a positive fear of going to Okotsk, so far from his 
wife, a pretty young girl, and then again to Ya- 
kutsk, where he would be detained five or six 
months, and thus be kept from his home at least 
a twelvemonth. These, indeed, were no small 
complaints. Leaving his home at that time had 
this additional consequence, that his presence was 
<iien most wanted to assist in fishing. The case 
was not, however, so bad as my readers may ima- 
gine ; for when a Cossack is absent from his home 
upon the public service, his family still recdve the 
proportion of fish which would have accrued to him 
had he been present ; on such friendly terms do 
the people live in this part of the world. And up- 
on my promising him that he should return direct 
to the Kolyma, he was reconciled, and we prepa^ 
red to depart. Nor was my promise rendered 4)f 
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ntme e&edt by Vladimir Ushinsky, the chief cf 
Okotsk ; on me contrary, more than I had promi^ 
8ed, unminister like, was done for the benefit of 
this otherwise almost useless Cossack, whose sick-* 
ness at heart had several times nearly proved his 
and my niin. 

Onr first day's journey was to a place called 
Kasachey, sixty miles, by a good path, on the 
Kolyma, abomiding with summer establishments 
for fishing, else a dreary low waste, producing no* 
thing but stunted wood. I felt really happy in the 
evening in the comfortable residence of a rich Yiu 
kut, who had married a Cossack's daughter. Shcf 
was dreadfully afilicted with the hiccoughs, and I 
again tried my medical skill, by giving her a slap 
on the back. It had no e£Pect ; and her husband 
then told me that she hadthe dieavel ootra, or tfa^ 
devil in her belly. It was apparent there was 
something in the case ; but whether a devil or s 
child I do not pretend to know. Whatever it was, 
it effectually deprived me of sleep. The malady 
continued the whole night ; though it seems the 
parties afflicted with it can, during the fit, sleep 
soundly ; but on the instance I have this day seen 
of its effects upon a lovely young woman I will 
not dwell, for it is too melancholy. 

The following day, over numerous lai^ lakes 
and a rich pasture country, I resumed my journey.' 
Many Yakuti live in the environs, employed in 
fishing, and in the chase of bears, rein-deer, sables, 
and squirrels ; the latter are here innumerable. In 
the afternoon we were thrown into a snow pit ; 
the fall and plunging of our horses threw us off 
our saddles; and the horses, finding themselves 
disengaged from their burdens, scrambled up the 
pit, «&d left us and our baggage to shift ad we 
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could. After ten miles walk we reached a yonrtey 
whose owner saddled his own beasts, and sent 
them for the baggage ; while our own Yakuti went 
in search of their own horses. I was, meantime, 
made perfectly comfortable, and amused myself 
with the tricks of a shamane, or sorcerer, some of 
wHch were indeed rtnu^fe enough. He wore s 
sort of short surtont, covered over with a variety 
of small pieces of iron, abont the size and shape of 
the pointed blade of a penknife ; his boots were 
embroidered, as were also his cap and gloves. The 
performance of conrse began by smoUng a pipe ; 
then taking his tambourine and bolouyak, or tam- 
bourine-stick, he seated himself cross-legged near 
the person to be exorcised, and began to sing a 
doleful ditty, accompanied by more doleful music ; 
the import of the song I could not gather. After 
this introduction he began to jump, hop, and fling 
about, roaring, screaming, and making the most 
hideous distortions of face and body, so that I ac- 
tually believed him to be mad. I never felt more 
pain for any one than I felt for this shamane, cer* 
tainly much more than for the sick person on whose 
behalf his incantalionB were made. After this vio- 
lent exercise he drew his knife, and, to all appear- 
ance, plimged it into his belly. I really felt alarm- 
ed, believing that he had actually committed sui- 
cide ; he, however, drew back the knife in my pre- 
sence, without any efiusion of blood, and, indeed, 
without any actual incision being made. He then 
formally announced that the evil spirit would not 
triumph, provided the customary sacrifice was made 
of a fat mare. The party was tnen dismissed, with 
an invitation to come to the next day s feast, when 
the mare was to be cooked. In all tnis conjuradon 
there was indeed no slight of hand, but rather a 
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«Hgfat of the belly ; and the case is, that the sha- 
manes are, from habit, accustomed to draw in that 
part of the belly which the knife is supposed to 
penetrate, to a distance of fire or six inches ; they 
never, however, use other than their own knives, 
from fear, J presume, of their being too long. The 
power of these impostors over the ignorant multi* 
tnde is very great, but they do not wander far from 
their principality, nor are they numerous. Their 
pretensions extend to the cure of diseases, chan- 
ging the weather, affording successful chase, and 
finding stolen things. 

In the early part of the evening, a ludicrous cir- 
cumstance occurred betwixt the above shamane and 
myself. I had invited him to take tea with me ; 
and when he came, I put a little tobacco in the 
palm of my Cossack's hand to give to the shamane. 
The Cossack, however, carelessly or ignorantly,put 
it into the tearkettle, supposing it to be tea, and the 
mistake was not known imtil the kettle was brought 
boiling hot, and, pouring it out, we discovered by 
the flavour that it was tobacco-water. The sha- 
mane was highly indignant and enraged, the peo- 
ple of the house still more so, and the sick person 
must die, unless a second sacrifice was made. This 
I was extremely anxious to avoid ; and the only 
remedy I had was to part with' half of the spirits I 
possessed, which, although a loss of consequence 
to me, I readily endured, to prevent the impostor 
from procuring a second gormandizing feast at the 
exp^ise, if not the ruin, of the poor people. As it 
was, the shamane got roaring drunk on the result 
of the mistake, and so I left him. 

The horses did not return with the baggage till 
near midnight, when one bag of my clothing was 
missing, as well as my pipe :. the last, a serious 
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lossy as it was my friend, eompanion, coeafbtter, and 
almost sole enjoyment. I could have moumed fw 
it, like Sancho after his Dapple; but it was fruit- 
less, and I accordingly wished the possessor the 
enjoyment of it for my sake. Next day, over a 
stubby heath, affording a fine Tiew of the moun- 
tains to the south-east, we gained sixty miles. I 
obserred on the lakes numerous parties fishing 
through the ice, who gave me a supply wheneyer 
I desired it. On the fourth day I reached Verch- 
ne Kolymsk late in the evening, suffering much 
from the loss of skin, which left my nose and lips 
bare. The whole distance was two hundred and 
fifty miles. 

;• Verchne Kolymsk is considered a large village^ 
having fifteen dwellings, with near two hundred; 
inhabitants. It stands in a most bleak and exposed 
situation, on the right bank of the Yasashna, at 
about a mile from its junction with the Kolyma. It 
was at this place that the vessels for Captain Bil* 
lings*s expedition were built, the country to the 
southward abounding in fine timber; and yet it ja. 
considered, although only so far north as the lati- 
tude 60° 3(y, to be one of the coldest places in 
Eastern Siberia, the thermometer falling as k>w as 
43° of Reaumur. Verchne Kolymsk has nothing 
remarkable to' boast of but a large cross erected by 
BUfings, on which are cut out the names of the 
European people who composed his expedition-^- 
an expedition which performed nothing. I remain- 
ed one. day to change my Cossack, preferring rm-» 
ther to beat up for a volunteer than to take on tbe 
old one, but to no purpose. Whether from fear of 
me or the journey it is unnecessary to inquire, but* 
the old one must go I 

My route from the Kolyma was towaAls tbe 
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Konssoul Bolouktak, a lake so named from a fish 
which inhabits it. The first part of the journey 
^was attended with a little snow, but I felt consol- 
ed by the number of pigeons and hares which in- 
creased our sea stores^ for thus I may name them, 
since I had really more to do with water than with 
land. At length I reached the Zyzanka, and, at 
twenty miles farther, the last habitation of the Ko- 
l3rma district. We halted on a rocky hill, aad en- 
countered some difficulty in bringing fire-wood for 
the night, from a distance of at least half a mile. 
'The second day, with infinite labour, through deep 
and soft snow, we reached twenty miles farther, 
encamping at the foot of the mountains which I 
had before seen stretching from the south-east. 
The guide who, though a Yakut, spoke Russian 
Well, proved a choice and jovial fellow ; while ^le 
Cossack, a dull and melancholy milk-sop, was 
throwing every possible obstacle in my way, to iiD- 
duce me to take the other road, or return. This, 
-It appears from lett^is which I have since receive 
ed, he was directed to do by a person holding an 
^official situation ; an act which, if known at the go- 
vernment of Yakutsk, Irkutsk, or St Petersburg, 
would, I am sure, have been visited with severe 
^puni^ment ; but commissaries in such places ane 
generally both mean and worthless. Still ak>ng 
<the banks of the Zyzanka we continued to the 
f outh-west, picking up at intervals partridges and 
hares which had fallen in the traps. The scenery 
•at times somewhat interesting, ajod the hills com- 
^posed of slatCk 

The road I was now upon was that formerly 
'psed by the post from Yakutsk to the river Ko- 
lyma, ^at is, by way of Okotsk, but disc<Hitinued 
in oonsecjaence <^ die difficulties which constaiKtly 
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presented themselves, as well as by the discovery 
of the direct route I had before undertaken, and of 
which I have given a sketch^ By this route a man 
can never be satisfied, as when there is much snow, 
there is more labour ; and when little snow, much 
water; and when no snow, much ice and more 
danger, for the ice then becomes so slippery as to 
be almost impassable. 

The reflection of the sim at first produced severe 
e£Pect8 upon my eyes ; but I met it with a good 
grace, as neither sun nor snow would give way to 
me. From the Zyzanka I entered a narrow defile 
formed by two lofty ranges of mountains, the val- 
ley betwixt which runs from east to west; the 
latter was my course. The southern range was 
bold and perpendicular, and consequently of bare 
rock. The northern branch, which was open to 
the south, rose into gentle and luxuriant eminences, 
affording a fine contrast to the desolation on the 
left. Our party continued to feed upon partridges 
and hares from the charity traps. The birds are 
beguiled by touching a small wooden fork, sup- 
porting a log or tree, which falls direct on the ani- 
mal and causes instant death. These traps are so 
numerous, that I have in a day got three and four 
braces of hares and partridges. They are set by 
the wandering Yakuti and Tongousi, open to afi 
the world, with an understanding only that the trap 
shaU be again set—no hard condition to hungry 
people. 

We at length entered upon the Hokusolbetie 
and Bochiera, two rivers, which, entering th^, 
Zyzanka at a narrow defile, form a sort of frozen 
torrent, over which the horses had great difficulty 
to pass, as piles of ice lay in every cross direction. 
The Cossack and guide now began also to suffer, 
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^bile I was gaining ground from habit and su- 
perior strength of constitution. The guide was 
almost blind, while the Cossack was afflicted with 
a severe diarrhoea arising from want of food, for 
,our game had faHed us, and he was too much ft 
Greek to eat horse-meat. It was, however, his 
own fault, for he always ate voraciously whenever 
«n occasion offered. With these two invalids I 
resumed the journey, prescribing for them, but 
without effect, and at noon was obliged again to 
'halt, as they were unable to proceed. The heat 
«of the sun by Fahrenheit was 80^, «nd the route 
was bad, ascending a perilous and laborious chain 
of elevated hills. The work which now devolved 
upon me was so much more llian ordinary, that I 
couldnot but feel it severely ; it was, however, my 
duty to assist those whom I had demanded to a0- 
8iBt me, and I could make no complaint. 

The snow was deep but soft ; the noon-day heat 
melting ^ surface, and the night's frost again 
Sneezing it, just sufficiently to bear a man with 
SBOw shoes ; so that, in addition to our other diffi- 
culties, the horses began to fail. We nevertheless 
continued our route, gaining the Zyzanka, and lat- 
^terly crossing the mountains which confine it. We 
then entered the most dismal, dreary, and inhos^ 
pitable valley 1 have ever seen; not a blade of 
grass, nor moss, not a shrub, tree, nor even a mor- 
sel of drift-wood, to be seen, but one tremendous 
«late mountain valley. We encamped on the 
iMoiks of die stream, faring upon our frozen horse- 
tflesh and a little biscuit ; our stock of spirits was 
«dl consumed, and I longed to reach some habita- 
tion. My poor Cossack now grew, worse, having 
been three days without food, and so weak^ thaA 
it w«8 neeewaryto ladi him to the horse* The 
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guide was almost blind, being unable even to bring 
the horses in from the pasture. I was thus com- 
pelled to perform the functions of ostler> wood- 
cutter, guide, doctor, cook, and traveller ; regret- 
ting only the necessity that compelled me so to act, 
for otherwise I took so little heed of it, that I slept 
the sounder. 

Leaving this desolate valley, our route lay ovea: 
a few rugged lulls, by a path which seemed to 
point itselif out as the proper route. We soon en- 
tered upon the. river Koulgall, and the romantic 
valley of Boulouktak, named from the lake, stream, 
and fish produced from it, the second of which en- 
ters the narrow defile in the elevated southern 
ranges. The prospect is most beautiful ; tolerable 
sized wood Occupies the fore-groimd, with a small 
hill, which I ascended, ^o obtain a better view of 
the magnificent panorama. To describe it would 
require a far more able pen or pencil than mine. 
The southern range appeared much indented, and 
seemed tq cast a shade over their otherwise milky 
appearance. Two yourtes on the borders of a lake 
were on the left, while, from the right, the river 
winded over the plain. The whole view occupied 
from south-west to east, and from west to north- 
east, so that the valley runs from east-north-east to 
west-south-west. The breadth of it is about 
twenty iniles. I remained at a miserable yourte 
five diays, to see what I could do in restoring llie 
Cossack, but in vain, and departed with a Yakut, 
six feet high, and stout in proportion, the largest I 
have ever seen. He was, however, a mere brute, 
not knowing a word of the Russian language, a 
great glutton, stupid, obstinate, and immovably 
lazy. 

It was with great reluctance I commenced the 
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f oad with him, but there was no alternative, he 
being the only person who knew any thing of the 
route towards the Omekon. At about fifteen 
mUes, haying passed three small lakes, we reached 
the base of the southern range of hills. We as- 
cended them against wind and snow, and night 
closed in upon us as we had reached thirty miles, 
in the bosom of the mountains. It was impossible 
to keep in a fire from the driving of the snow ; I 
therefore managed as well as I could, while my 
half-savage gigantic companion comforted himself 
with at least twenty pounds of frozen horse-meat. 
Next day I crossed with Xny companion the 
Kourouack moimtains, at the base of which runs 
the little rapid river of this name, which we passed 
with difficulty, as it was giving way very fast to 
the warmth of the sun, the thermometer standing 
at 27^ of Reaimiur. The moimtains now exhibit 
a constant and uniform succession of equilateral 
triangles, or pyramids, of stone*, slate, with layers 
of the same yellow earth, oalled stone-butter, 
which I have before noticed ^ being eaten by the 
aborigines. The next river was the Terachtack 
and Outachan-Taroun Oract, or large icy river, as it 
signifies in the Yakutdialect. Our route proved difii- 
cult, now over overflowed meadows and large rivers, 
er elevated mountains, well-wooded with larches, 
alder, and some pine. On the fifth day we ascend- 
ed a stupendous path, which overlooks not only the 
surrounding country but also the other moimtains ; 
it is almost a bare rock, and was so slippery that 
the horses got very severe falls in the ascen^ roll- 
ing back in one moment as much as it had taken 
ten minutes labour to achieve. I almost despaired 
of gaining the summit, but we at length succeeded, 
and then the horses actually slid down the opposite 
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pi«cipice of one hundred feet high, the rock \kAM 
covered with frozen snow. For mj^elf I considerea 
it, as it really was, an ice mountain, and, desiring 
the guide to follow, passed down without any ac« 
cident. I was now indeed in a desperate diiemma^ 
but Providence, which ever watches the wants of 
all creatin*es, sent to my assistance the sick Cos^ 
Back, who, having got better, and being without 
baggage, had followed our track with a couple of 
horses. He came in time also to tell us that w^ 
had mistaken the route. His duty pointing out 
the necessity of seeing me safe to Okotsk, I did 
not feel so thankful as I else should, because I sus- 
pected that most of his illness was pretended, and 
that conscience had told him he was acting wrong, 
or he might not have returned, having already re* 
ceived permission from me to proceed to the Ko- 
lyma. 

We passed the night in a dreary situation, with-^ 
out any fire. My tea and bread were bol^ con- 
sumed ; nothing in short remained but horse^fiesh^' 
which I found very good. The Cossack had 
brought a few birds, but as I knew that^uch dain-^ 
ties were all he could, or would, eat, of course f 
gave them up to him. Next day we considered 
how to ascend the mountain ; the snow was solid 
and slippery, and there appeared no oth^ mode 
than the one which we adopted — creeping up the 
side, and chopping the surface with a hatchet, at 
frequent intervals, to obtain some sort of footing. 
In this manner I and the Cossack ascended, and 
making all the leather thongs fast together, we 
hauled up the baggage and let it down on the op- 
posite side ; thus placing ourselves between it and' 
the horses. To get up the latter required more 
management; for, ^accustomed as -^e horses «re to^ 
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the most laborious and dangerous journeys, and 
with all their sagacity and tameness, I found they 
could not ascend above half the mountain, the fa- 
tigue was too great ; in short they were compelled 
to give it up, and recoil once more to the base in 
a state of perfect agony. Thus passed the day ! 
Our situation now seemed desperate ; the horses had 
received no food for two days, with more than or- 
dinary hard work, during which we had enjoyed no 
fire ; yet still " neboice avoce lebo" (fear not — ^per- 
haps) were the rallying words, and these alone 
served us for supper. Ourmonster ofaguide was 
^idte insensible to our situation, and sat grumbling 
diat he had not more than twenty pounds of meat 
a-dinr, with such hard work. 

Tnis night was passed even more miserably than 
the last, as we had not even the benefit of our bed- 
ding or clothing, both of which had been hurled 
down the opposite valley, without respect to whom 
they belonged. We rose, the third morning, pre- 
pared for hard work ; and our first attempt was to 
haul the horses up the precipice. We in part suc- 
ceeded, as the strongest were actually received, and 
cast adrift on the opposite side to feed. This occu- 
pied us all day, and the third night was passed with 
the cheering hopes of resuming our journey the fol- 
lowing day ; but these were frustrated, as it was not 
until late in the evening that we succeeded in pass- 
ing all the horses we designed to keep ; one we were 
4>bliged to kill and carry with us as food. Our 
buUy-headed Yakut too became wonderfully alert 
•on tnis occasion, knowing he should receive an ex- 
tra allowance of meat, were it for no other reason 
than to lighten the other brutes. I, however, de- 
termined to make some reserve, and accordingly 
taking a quantity of the slaughtered animal, suffi- 
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ciefnt to aerve tbe Yakut on fais return, I buried it 
in the snow, which I thought would continue un- 
melted for ten or twelve days, and marked the place 
with a cross. This precaution I considered was 
more than ordinarily necessary with my gigantic 
companion, who had infinitely less concern towards 
the prevention of future starvation, than to the sup- 
port of present gluttony. 

The only mode of passing the last three horses 
was by mfddng a regular staircase up the hill, by 
means of axes, and strewing it with earth ; myself 
and the Cossack, who were on the hill, holding a 
rope attached to the horse's head, while the guide 
•behind, whose t^sk it was to ^og the beast, had no 
fiinecure, as, from his immoderate size, he was al- 
most himself incapable of moving^ The result of 
the last five days was that we had lost five days' 
travelling, five^ys of the best season, and five days 
which were worth fifty of those which followed ; 
the fault was not mine ! The weather was still 
very cold, and I felt some relief in getting close to 
B cheerful fire. Next day I directed my course by 
a compass, for the guide knew nothing, about west- 
flouth-west, intending, if possible, to gain the river 
Indigirka. We crossed many hills, deep in snow, 
Bnd left two horses dead, a circumstance which 
seemed to please the guide, whom I wbs conse- 
quently obliged to declare under martial law ; be- 
ing confident that he cared not if I and the Cossack 
perished. I was now compelled to put the little 
baggage we had l^ft upon the spare horses, and we 
all continued the journey on foot, encamping for 
the night on the banks of the Kourdak, which we 
traversed the next day with tolerable ease, being 
clear of snow, with a fresh breeze right-aft. I^ 
the evening it turned to rain, the. first real dhewer 
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since September^ as we halted on the baiiks of the 
sfune stream, having walked about fifteen miles. 
We passed the night in a sort of growling way, and 
renewed our journey towards the Terachtack over 
a pleasant, pasture, and well-wooded country. 

All the rivers which I had lately passed run 
into the Indigirka, and, although small, are iiapid 
streams. My guide was now so negligent and 
useless, that I was compelled to desire the Cossack 
tQ flog him with lus own whip, in a manner which, 
in England, would justly have been considered se- 
vere ; but I am satisfied the necessity and dang^ 
of our situation justified the measure, for the fellow . 
was really deceiving us, to say nothing of the risk, 
which was very great, unprovided as we were with 
nets or fire-arms. Leaving another horse to abide 
bis fate, we continued on, dividiog the extra bag- 
gage between us. Wq crossed the Ambardach and 
Chousgindrach, adding another walk to the fatigue 
we had undergone ; and, being still eighty nules 
from the nearest habitation, we rested at a rich 
pasture two days for the sake of the horses, and 
^n the third reached the rivers Andigizan, Intach, 
and Omekon. The country had now become gra« 
dnally very agreeable and open, and the weadier 
was v^ fine. Great quantities of game, as geese^ 
ducks, partridges, and woodcocks, hovered over 
our heads, and we saw numerous traces of quadru- 
peds ; as bears, wolves, foxes, rein-deer, and hares^ 
frith sometimes that of an elk. The last day of 
this journey, through an extra effort, induced by 
the hope of success, we reached the first habitation 
^f the Omekon district; walking and swimming 
that day near thirty miles : I say swimming, foe 
we were frequently obliged to wade across the 
^vers» and to swim over many yards of rapid 
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stream, which I accomplished for myself by means 
of a rope fastened to a horse's neck. I reached, ali 
well, the Bolonvanach, and then the more consider* 
able Nera, all rivers which unite with the Indigirka. 
I was received at a yourte, the most pleasant and 
hospitable, as I then thought, I had ever seen, 
where I procured two fresh horses to carry the 
baggage, and continued the route on foot, leading 
all the other horses, now reduced to five. 

My overgrown guide was of course discharged. 
I could not even remain a moment to refresh, as 
the rivers were breaking up, and threatening to in- 
sulate me for some months from the rest of the 
world. The Omekon river was still distant one 
hundred and fifty miles, and I had scanty means 
of reaching it tmder four days, even supposing as- 
sistance given ; but I pressed on, gratified to catch 
now and then in the distant horizon the sight of 
smoke, which I had not seen during the last journey 
of more than three hundred miles. Not one indi- 
vidual, stationary or wandering, had I met from the 
lake Boulouktak; but now we were, as may be 
termed, risen from the dead, renewed with fresh 
courage, and my Cossack particularly inspirited 
with a regale of beef which had been given him at 
the first yourte. For myself, I preferred to pai*- 
take of the old horse-meat I had still left ; having^ 
8 mind to shame the Cossack, and show him that 
he ought to eat any thing when necessity dictated. 
I had passed twelve days without any other food 
than the horse-meat we had brought, generally 
eaten in a raw state, and a small part of the animal 
we had killed ; yet I was never in better health. In 
this state I reached the hospitable abode of the 
Prince Nicolai. Our journey had lain on the rivefrar 
Nera and Indigirka, the country sterile and dreary. 
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Mkd as desolate as Zashirersk, lower down llie la(« 
ter river. Hie second day I again halted at the 
abode of a Yakut knez (prince)» who presented me 
with half a rein-deer, and treated me with milk and 
t^a» making me, as I thought, the happiest of men : 
such is the effect produced by present comforts and 
^joyments upon past hardships. 

Independent of the provisions given to me, I was 
obliged to receive two red foxes, as a tribute. They 
were presented to me by the hands of a tolerably 
good-looking Yakut girl, whose father, with two 
other princes, formed a part of my train to the 
abode of the prince of the Omekon, where we ar- 
rived the following day ; and I caiknot help assert- 
ing, that I never saw a race of people more worthy 
of. this honorary dislinction; they certainly com- 
I4ned in their own breasts humanity, justice, and 
common sense. 

The latter part of the journey changed for the 
better ; from rugged and sterile lulls and marshy 
swamps, to beautiful rising and well-wooded «Bi- 
nences and fertile meadow lands ; from perfect de- 
solation to comparative populousness. The first 
sight of so many smoking chimneys gladdened my 
heart in an unusual degree. I felt the value of life^ 
and never enjoyed it more than in the hospitable 
yourte of Peter Gotossop, the Yakut prince of the 
Omekon. He had come thirty miles, in ccmse- 
qnence of an eicpress, to meet me. I need not say 
how much I enjoyed a bed of rein-deer skins in his 
yourte, after lodging fifteen days, without intermis- 
sion, in the snow ; at times actually immersed in 
water, which proceeded eithn- from the melting of 
ihe snow, the fall of the dew, or the warmth of our 
own bodies upon a half-frozen surface of snow. 

The valley of Omekon is indeed a romantic and 
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fertile spot. ^About ^ve hundred indiyiduals are 
reckoned within its principality, who are scattered 
about, wandering with the numerous drores of 
cattle, as the season and height of the river will 
permit or compel. The woods are very fine and 
large, consisting of birch, pine, larch, and cedar, 
the last producing a highly flavoured/though smaU, 
nut, which is exported to Okotsk and Kamtchatka. 
The quantity of cattle in the valley is prodigi- 
ous, no less than three thousand mares, and near 
two thousand cows, the property of the few rich 
YakutL The consumption of them is, however, 
not small, especially of horses, owing to the great 
demand made by the government, in forced levies, 
for Okotsk and the more northern dii^tricts. But 
so fond are the Yakuti of their horses, thatr to 
avoid selling them, and sending them upon such a 
service, they drive a couple of young bullocks, a» 
an exchange for a horse, to the first place, or will 
present another person with a young bullock for 
each horse that is supplied him to carry on the ex- 
tra service. The duty thus performed by them is 
undertaken purely for gluttony. The substitute 
instantly makes a feast of the young bullock, and 
trusts to the strength of his horse to make good 
the duty imposed upon it ; yet, strange to say, it 
is seldom that a respectable Yakut will either ride 
himself, or suffer others to ride, much less will he 
load, a good horse ; indeed, they are kept rather 
for show, or for breed, than for use ; thus the duty 
falls upon the poor ones. In the event of a horse fiedl- 
ing on the road, the Yakut is of course obliged to 
buy or get another as he can. Sometimes he will 
exchange in time, by giving three for two, and five 
for two, according to the state they are in : gene- 
rally, however, he will kill them, and employ other 
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{yeople to'perfonn the latter part of the journey^ 
giving or promimng a dead horse or two in pay- 
ment, and himself returning on foot. 

I remained three days at the Omekon,and was 
again obliged to leave my Cossack, from ill health 
and fatigue. Having procured in his stead a young 
lad, bom in the valley of Omekon, with him, and 
four of the native princes in my tr^, I departed 
along the banks of the river, running along one of 
the most picturesque and finest valleys in the uni- 
verse, yielding the best grass in the province, and 
aboiuding with animals of the chase. Having 
reached thirty miles, we put up at the yourte of a 
wealthy knez. In the passive of the river each 
horse was attended by four men, owing to the ver 
locity of ihe stream ; the men resisting it by means 
of stout poles thrust into the bed of the river on 
their leeward side. The passage was certainly 
dangerous, but necessairy to be accomplished with- 
out delay, before the meltii^ of the snow on the 
lofty and magnificent mountams all around r^ider- 
ed the river terrific and impassable. The Omekon 
uniting with the Indigirka not far from hence, con- 
stitutes the latter for a season a first-rate river in 
Siberia. Already the meadow lands on each side 
of the river represent innumerable lakes, which are 
swum over by the h(»*ses with much difficulty. At 
eighty miles we exchanged horses ; here I had a 
difference with the Cossack and guide, as to which 
horse I should ride, both insisting on the one pro- 
posed to me being the most proper. As I did not 
like his appearance, I said I was not accustomed 
to take the best ii^ their estimation, nor even in 
my own ; therefore I would be content with that 
which was already saddled for the guide. The 
latter said it was a vicious one, that it stumbled. 
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Startled, and, indeed, had all sorts of disfects* I 
persisted, however ; ohserving to the guide that I 
was accustomed to those matters, and therefore 
{^referred giving him the hest horse. My reason 
for persisting in this paradoxical argument is, that 
I know few people will ever recommend that which 
they consider as the hest horse ; they will rather re- 
tain it for themselves : certainly I have never heen 
deceived when riding a horse which was int^ided 
for guide or Cossack. 

Recourse was at length had to frighten me out 
of my determination to attempt the journey to 
Okotsk at such a season of the year. The princes 
proposed that I should remain with them three ot 
four weeks, when the rivers would suhside, and 
the journey would then he even agreeable. AU, 
howeva*, thsA they could get from me, was to go 
with horses one hundred miles farther, and then 
take rein-deer. Their excellent and clean yeurtes^ 
the hospitality of the people, the productions of thd 
cotintry, the quantity of partridges, ducks, geeSe^ 
plovers, and fine beef, presented to me, the rich- 
ness of the cream, and refreshing flavour of thd 
wild berries ; above all, the romantic scenery which 
Abounds, and the happiness which reigns, in the 
valley of Omekon, might, indeed, have proved 
strong allurements with me to pass my life with 
them, but held not out sufficient charms to induce 
me to avoid a difficult journey. The weather was 
now very fine, but the nights and mornings were 
still cold. The princes continued to accompany 
me through their magnificent retirement, uriiich is 
near ^ve hundred miles from any other establish- 
ment, Okotsk and Boulouktak being the nearest, 
I had a long conversation with the prince about 
yasack, a tribute peculiar to Siberia. He said that 



OMEKON. 281 

theqtfiintity was nothing, but thftt the mode of 
collecting it was a serious evil* The tribute they 
would freely give to the Emperor, but it was what 
the commissaries took from them by force, and 
. which they gave to avoid vexatious and litigious 
treatment, that was oppressive ; and these commis- 
fiuiries have great power. 

Whether yasack is or is not an impolitic tax, re- 
mains to be proved ; and whether a direct tax upon 
certain articles consumed by the Yakuti, and all 
aborigines, would not yield a greater revenue, may 
be doubted : at all events, the present system is 
liable to the greatest injustice and robbery. I have 
no doubt that each commissary receives from the 
-district he governs, more furs for himself than for 
the Emperor. The prince was not a little surprised 
when I told him that, comparatively, he paid little 
taxes, and that other countries paid more. Among 
many taxes, I told him that, in England, he could 
not shoot wild ducks without permission, and even 
if he did shoot them in his own garden, he must 
not take them up to eat. Findmg him incredu- 
lous, I ^tiBO. told him that he could not have more 
than a certain number of windows to his house 
without paying a tax. These two samples sufficed 
to make bun perfectly satisfied with his govern- 
ment, till I informed him, on the other hand, that 
no person in En^bnd could be compelled to carry 
government, or private goods, without being paid 
his own price. Every thing, however, which I 
told him to prove the evident superiority of Eng- 
land, as to the personal liberty of the subject, fail- 
ed to weaken his natural preference of wandering 
over his native soil, to the visiting of strange lands. 
Thus we rode along the picturesque valley for 
twenty miles, when we crossed numerous lakes, 
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which, from then- loc^ fiitiiftlioii, wer$ not as y^ 
melted. They are 8tilTom[ided.by opul^it Yaknti 
eBtablishments, daring the summa*'8easoB, for the 
fish which qJbomidB in them. 

We nexl^ Crossed the moimtains. and entered 
tipon another fine pasture comitry, watered by the 
Torronrack ; and halted at the last yourte in the 
government of Yakutsk. It was a miserable place, 
although the kindness of its inhabitants procured 
me a quantity of game. In its vicinity I passed 
through ar herd of rein-deer, attended by the wan^ 
dering Tongousi I was in seaixh of. Their chic^ 
was, however, forty miles distant, whith^ I re- 
paired the next day, along a wide expanding val- 
ley, opening tathe south-east, and reached at son*- 
set the encampment of Prince Shoumieloff. Hv* 
ving previously sent a herald in advance, I was re- 
ceived by him, with his sword by his side, his me^ 
dais suspended from the neck, and dressed in a 
rich suit of black velveteen, and a cocked hat. I 
could not help laughing at the grotesque appear- 
ance of the prince, while I pitied him, and dei^ised 
- the means which had been used to divest so igso^ 
irant a man of his property, by the lure of honours 
of this kind. I do not by these words mean to iw- 
iimate that the necessity for such distinctions doei 
not exist ; but I do say, that the purposes for whicii 
they are conferred on an ignorant savage are of ^e 
most despicable nature. This man, Rince Shou* 
mieloff, was formerly a rich Tongousian ; now he 
is a poor one ; he had as mmy thousands of rein- 
deer as he has now hundreds. But his free pre* 
Bents, added to extortions and exactions, to prevent 
the chance of forced, although useless services^ 
have so reduced his property, that he is obliged to 
eat fish, which is considered by the rem-deer Toa-^ 
gousi as a har<lship, and to send out his people to 
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rmamtniii thenwelTes in the woods with their bows 
and arrows. Powder is too dear, or not to be had, 
but by a present to the chief of more than its eqia- 
▼alent ; he having the power to deny it altogether. 
Shoumieloff now dreads going to Okotsk, even in 
■search of moss for his rein-deer, preferring, as he 
says, to live a real Tongonsian wanderer, than a 
servile tributary to chiefs, commissaries, and other 
' officers, although he glories in paying what is just. 

I found him an obliging sort of man, althon^ 
too free a use of liquor had made him at times a 
quarrelsome one. We took a pipe and a glass of 
vodka together, and, as he spoke the Russian lan- 
guage, we descanted upon the means he had of 
accommodating me with rein-deer as far as Okotsk. 
He said, what was true, that he had only just left 
the vicinity of that place in search of northern pas- 
tures, and that although he might possibly be able 
to reach Okotsk, he would still lose the benefit of 
the pasturage ; as, by the time he could retuni, 
winter would have commenced. I felt the force 
'of his reasoning, but the service was his in point 
'of kw, as the season for employing or calling otft 
'of horses had not yet commenced; and therefore, 
over a fresh glass of vodka, which had been givea 
to me, on the Omekon, by a retired Cossack, he 
consented to take me. 

In the neighbourhood there are eightynseven of 
his tribe under his command, over whom he holds 
considerable power, as I have frequently witness- 
ed ; but they are in general a hard-working people. 
I was amused with their manner of catclung rein- 
deer, as it reminded me of the hunting of wild bul- 
loeks I had seen[ in Mexico ; with this difference 
only, that there the man rides a horse fully train- 
. ed, and here a rein-deer. They use a long line, which 
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18 coiled lip in their bands, as sailors handle a log 
line, and galloping past the intended yictim, they 
with mudb dexterity throw the noose, at the end 
of the line, over the horns. In America it is more 
dangerous, and the horseman is sometimes obliged 
to seek safety in flight, imless he can run the bul- 
lock into a thick enclosure, where he becomes en- 
tangled by the length of the line. 

Next day I paid the prince a formal visit at his 
principal tent. He received me again in his gala 
dress, presented me with tea, tobacco, and toasted 
rein^deer meat, and lastly, with the raw marrow of 
the fore legs ; the last I esteemed most, and, when 
•eaten in a frozen state, is, in my opinioq, superior 
to any other luxury of the kind, except raw fish. 
He had purposely killed a rein-deer for me, and 
aent me half ; I, of course, presented him with some 
tobacco and powder, and, upon the demand of his 
wife, with a bottle of spirits, in return for which 
fihe gave me two red foxes. 

On the third day we departed with fifty head of 
rein-deer ; his whole herd consisting of about two 
thousand : fifteen were put at my disposal, while 
the rest were retained for his own consumption 
and emergencies. The prince said, that, as none 
of his people knew the summer mountain route> 
he would accompany me. I took this as a good 
omen of his kindness to me, and his desire to for- 
ward me on my way; the result will, howeyer, 
prove how far I was mistaken. At ten miles w6 
halted in a pleasant valley in a viodent snow storm. 
The Tongousi were not long beforo they pitched 
their tent : but I preferred the open pure air, with 
all the annoyance of the snow, to the harbour of 
auch a close place, and with such a filthy set ; I 
will, however, do the prince the justice to aay. 
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%liiat faei)egged I wouM take refng^ in his tent, en- 
'laa^ng upon its comforts, kc. We continued our 
route thirty miles the next day ; the first half aloi^ 
the valley, and the other over the bills leading to 
fthe Tirer Tourronrack, which we bad crossed be- 
fore. The third day the laden rein-deer began to 
lag and droop ; the snow was veiy deep, and the 
nasten, or the melted and re-frozen snow, was not 
sufficient to bear the animals. A rein-deer cannot 
carry above one hundred pounds upon his bade, 
but with that and good roads they may be able to 
-go thirty or forty miles : otherwise six or seven 
"miles a day, when heavily laden, is the aven^. 
^We shot a few partridges, for the Tongousi in ge- 
4)eral have guns, and secured one wild rein-deer, 
which last was equally divided between his party 
4md mine. The wild rein-deer are generally con*- 
•flidered as of those who formerly belonged to them, 
imt had strayed away. By some little trickery 
they are decoyed into their camps ; otherwise wild 
and tame rein-deer have a natural aversion to one 
another. 

' The fourth and fifth days we made but little pro*- 
^ss, the weather was bad, and the rein-deer drop^ 
^ing off, for we had already lost four by fatigue. 
The prince grew angry, and threatened either to 
•ieave me or carry me back ; to which, as on the 
one hand I felt no way inclined to submit, I was 
careful, on the other, not to compel him by pro^ 
Yoking or abusive conduct, well knowing the cha^ 
Tacter of the Tongousi. We reached an elevated 
pass in the mountains, which leads to the vicinity 
iof Idgiga, but were unable to cross it, owing to the 
state of the snow. The sixth day we renewed the 
attempt upon the passage, but were again compelU 
ed to give upi ^ree Ifwlen rein^deer being dead. 
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and the rest so weak as to be unable t6 eonv^y 
the carcasses or the ba^age. The former was a 
sad loss to the poor man, but I could only pity him. 
We remained for three days to recruit the rein* 
deer, and then determined again to make for the 
Omekon, and attempt the long passage with horses. 
The reasons which influenced us to turn back ap- 
peared to me sufficiently strong ; and as the prince 
complained that he had not force sufficient to take 
^Y haggage, I was obliged to destroy the greater 
part. The moment Mr Shoumieloff saw what I 
was about, he remonstrated upon the crime ; ask- 
ing why I did not give the things to him, as he 
could take them away for himself, although he 
would not for me. I said, I would make him a 
present of nearly all the baggage I had, if he would 
ahow me the way to Okotsk by the 20th of May. 
He declined, and I persisted in ^burning my clo» 
thing and bedding, for I felt convinced he had been 
duping me, compelling me, as he thought, to for«- 
flake my baggage, that he might reap the benefit ; 
nor was the destruction of my wardrobe of little 
import, ri^ed out as I had been by Baron Wran- 
gel and the generous inhabitants of the Kolyma. 
Finding I was not to be outwitted nor dissuaded^ 
he brought forward the image of the rirgin and the 
saint he was named after, saying that I must be a 
heretic, and no priest of any country — be spit, 
swore, stamped, and crossed himself like a madman. 
I merely laughed at him, and although I should 
have had a laborious task to retrace my steps alone 
to the Omekon, I was determined to run the risk, 
and complete the desolation by burning everything 
I had which he would not carry, and which was 
not actually necessary to the season of the year. 
At length he told me it had been previously ar* 
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ranged that I should return to the Omekon ; and 
there in fact I re-arriyed on the eighteenth day, re- 
crossing the Tourrourack and Boidabot rivers with 
much difficulty. The country over which I had 
lately wandered was barren, but presented some 
fine scenery; numerous lakes are seen, and the 
wood is thick and tall. It is a favourite resort of 
the Tongousi, where they get fine moss for the 
deer, good fishing, and plenty of squirrels and 
foxes ; the latter tdone serving to pay the yasack, 
as well as to purchase the few articles of necessity 
and luxury which they require, at the annual fair, 
held at Okotsk, in the month of June or July, ac- 
cording to the season. 

Upon leaving the Prince Shoumieloff, I purcha- 
sed a fine rein-deer of him for the last of my to- 
bacco which I had bought at the Omekon. The 
deer might weigh about one hundred and fifty 
pounds, which I thought a sufficient- quantity of 
meat to enable me to reach Okotsk. The Ton- 
gousian again wished to steal a march upon me, 
insisting that he had not sold me the skin, but the 
meat. As I had no bed, I was not disposed to be 
so easily outwitted, and therefore replied, that I 
was not obliged to kill the rein-deer until I thought 
proper; but that when I did he should have the 
skin, provided he would accompany me for that 
purpose. Poor Shoumielo£F felt much annoyed at 
being thus matched, especially as the knife was 
ready to sacrifice the poor animal, from which I, 
however, designed to secure myself a bed. 

Fresh horses having been procured for me, I left 
for ever the Omekon ; receiving from my old friend 
Gotossop a quarter of a young bullock, and a dead 
horse for the use of the Yakuti ; besides a pood 
and a half, or. sixty pounds^ of rye flour, and at 
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leas! ten poods> or f (wr hundred pounds of butter^ 
and sour milk. The first day we haited at ten- 
milea, on the banks of the Koudousou, at present 
a lai^e and rapid river full of floating ice, whieh 
rendered the passage of it on the following day 
highly dangerous, though we had a small canoe, 
which served to tow a horse over each time ; as it 
was, the poor animals suffered much. On reach- 
ing the other side, my medical: skill was called ii^o. 
requisition. I had got the credit of curing asthma, 
palsy, sore eyes, and the like, and as this was dona 
gratis I got many patients. Had I possessed a 
medical book I might probably have done some 
good. 

From the Kondousou the country was quite 
overflowed for twenty miles, exhibiting num^onS' 
habitations p^ectly insulated; indeed, many of 
the people do ply about in canoes, keeping them, 
for this case of emergency. My next route was 
on the right bank of the Kourounaksouta, wind)* 
like the other rivers in this valley, unites with the 
Omekcm. In the evening I had prepared for my 
supper what is termed scUamattf a mixture which 
I found very palatable. It is rye flour boiled in 
butter, and reduced in thickness, when boiling, to 
a substance like burgoo, or hasty pudding, not un- 
like what I had eaten when going down the Volga, 
The two following days we got on very well, m»* 
king near sixty mileB over low mueliy ewamp. ; 
9, brace of ducks were shot, and we passed the 
evening comfortably. 

Having re-crossed the Koudonsou, we reacshed 
the Konkuy, also uniting with the Omekon, where 
a chain of mountains commence, running to the 
south-east and south-west. Our horses bc^gan now. 
to suffer from want of food^ as die paaturea are. 
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better suited for rein-deer. There are hence, from 
the Konkny, two roads to Okotsk, one by the 
west, the other by the east, bank of the Okota ; 
the former requires seven, the latter ten days to 
reach, without casualties. The former is over a 
level but continual swamp, the latter over high and 
rugged stony mountains. . I preferred the former, 
though witli the chance of being detained from the 
rapidity of the river or the quantity of loose ice, 
being willing to assist the horses of the poor Ya« 
knti, as the mountain rtute affords but bad pas- 
ture and a worse road. . 

We made thirty miles along a valley, bounded 
by high peaked mountains. In a romantic spoty 
and near a rapid of the Koudousou, which makes 
much noise, 1 observed a neat tomb> with a cross 
over it, to the memory of a Lamut, or Tongousian 
prince, who had died here a few years ago, while 
wandering with his rein-deer. 

We were now much annoyed with a consider- 
able faH of rain, and passed a bad night in conse- 
Suence. Next day there was every appearance of 
lie rain continuing, and I reduced the allowance 
of meat one-half, not knowing how long we might 
be detained. A hurricane coming on, we were 
obliged to halt, and were most unpleasantly off iu 
our wet leather clothes. As soon as possible, how- 
ever, we resumed our journey along an elevated 
valley, where the snow was soft and dangerously 
deep, presenting nothing for a fire or for the sup- 
port of the horses, nor a shrub of any description 
to be seen. I have scarcely ever seen a place where 
the horses could not, by scraping with their feet, 
reach the earth m search of food ; here, however, 
the thing was impossible from the depth of the 
snow; and indeed the poor awimah seemed to 
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know it, as they would not waste their strength in 
the attempt. The Yaknti put on long faces at the 
ehstructions we met with, never having witnessed 
such deep and difficult rpads, for, in ordinary times, 
good pasturage is to be had in this part of the val- 
ley. 

The horses having to contend with such difficul-* 
ties, our journey was co/itinued on foot. My snow- 
shoes I gave up to one of the guides, in c^nsidera*^ 
tion of his being very heavy, -while, for myself, 
with a quick motion, my weight was not sufficient 
to permit my sinking in the snow;-^ — ^in case I had^ 
the guide with snow-shoes wils near to render me 
assistance. We were now frequently compelled 
to wander about on the borders of precipices, di- 
recting our route by the shade or appearance of 
the snow ; habit having accustomed me, as well as 
the people of the country, to a pretty accurate cal- 
culation whether or not the snow would bear me. 
I have even seen the horses refuse to proceed, their 
sagacity in that case being equal to man's ; nor will 
the leading dog of a narte, if he is good, run the 
vehicle into a track where there is deep snow or 
water. » 

The third terrible day brought us to a solitary 
tree, from which many horsehair offerings were 
suspended. Having overcome this abominable 
route, no less than sixty miles, in the evening we 
reached a fertile spot, and halted on the banks of 
a lake, from which, it is said, the rivers Okota and. 
Xoudousou, running in counter directions, have 
their source ; a cii'cumstance which recalled to my 
recollection those words in an able work by Mr. 
Barrow upon rivers, where it is said, that -^^ al- 
though it is not a physical impossibility that two 
rivers should flow in opposite, or indeed in any 
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direction, out of the same lake, yet the contrary 
approaches so near to an axiom in geography, that 
no instance is perhaps known of such an occur- 
rence ;" nor is it unworthy of remark, that, while 
I was writing this, I read in the Literary Gazette 
of a similar circumstance having been repoited by 
the Esquimaux; indeed, from charts which I have 
since seen of that part of th^ world, I have no doubt 
of the fact. Query, do not several rivers emanate 
from the Baikh^l and Caspian Seas, or Lakes 9 

We had now only one day's meat left, but were 
fortunate in shooting a couple of partridges, which 
the guides brought me. We had still some rye 
flour and butter, and with that hoped to cross the 
river and reach our destination, without any sub- 
sequent difficulty. At four in the morning we had 
13° of frost by Reaumur, and at noon 73° of heat ^ 
of Fahrenheit. After forty miles of severe traveU 
ling, we at length reached the river which was to 
close this terrible journey, and which was full of 
shoals and rapids, and may be declared useless. 
The islands in it abound with birches, larches, and 
alders, as also with the poplar, and a few pines. 
There is also an abundance of wild berries of a fine 
flavour ; and the pastures are exceedingly rich. 
The scenery was, in many places, highly beautiful ; 
and the river afforded a novel spectacle, being con- 
fined by the most beautiful natural quays of crys- 
tal ice, while the river actually roared from the ve-^ 
locity of its current. 

As we continued our melancholy route, we fell 
in with two white bears bound to the north, but 
fear, probably, on either side, kept us apart. Still 
along the Okota, we reached twenty-five miles, 
the horses enjoying very fine pastures, but our pro- 
visions entirely at an end. The rains had agaia 
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overtaken us, and were rapidly swelling the rirers. 
Of the last of the rein-deer, the flesh was so far 
gene that I>coii]d not eat it ; the Yakati, however, 
are so fond of putrid meat,*' termed in England 
game, for indeed it was nothing else, that they 
finished it, regretting only that it was so little in 
quantity. The second day without food, and in a 
torrent of rain, we made near fifty miles, the horses 
swimming and wading through thirty or forty lit- 
tle rapid streams. These are formed by the rains, 
and the melting of the snow from the eastern range 
of elevated mountains ; they subside and dry op 
about the month of September. We lost one horse, 
which was carried by the stream into the Okota. 

At length, by great labour, we reached the ford- 
ing place at the Okota. It was, however, impos- 
sible to attempt it, the guides observing that the 
horses might pass the river, but not loaded. We 
therefore halted, and next morning found a place 
where there was a canoe on the opposite bank. 
Thereupon unloading the horses, we turned them 
into the river, and they all reached the opposite 
bank in safety. The question then was how to 
get the canoe over ; I was the only person who 
could swim, but the water was still so cold that I 
felt no preference to that mode. Necessity at last 
compelled me, and having procured a short stout 
piece of drift wood, which was very buoyant, I 
crossed at a narrow part of the stream, with a 
leather thong fast to my waist. The rapidity of 
the stream carried me down above a hundred yards, 
but the Yakuti, keeping, by a sort of run, in a par- 
allel line, were ready to haul me back, if neces- 
sary. I, however, reached in safety ; and, instant- 
ly throwing off my clothes, took violent exercise. 
The breadth of the swimming part might only have 
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been fifteen or twenty yards, and across the strength 
of the stream possibly not more than four or fire 
yards ; yet I barely accomplished it. The feat 
was thankfully acknowledged by the astonished 
Yakuti when I returned with an excellent canoe. 

Lord Byron swam the Hellespont, and John 
Cochrane the Okota. Of the two feats,, mine was 
eurely the most difficult ; his lordship was neither 
fatigued, hungry, nor cold, nor compelled to his 
undertaking; while I had each and all of those 
evils to contend with. 

By perseverance we reached twenty miles far« 
ther, halting at one of the fishermen's summer vil- 
lages. I broke open all the cellars in search of 
fish, but was not so fortunate as to find any. The 
evening proving fine, we aired and dried our clothes 
in lieu of supper, and next day, over a rugged but 
well-wooded country, walked and rode twenty 
miles, encamping upon the left bank of the Mo- 
don ; one solitary partridge being the day's food 
for four people. The Okota here becomes fbrmi* 
dable from the waters of the Nater and Modon, 
which enter it from opposite points. The former 
river inconvenienced us much, we being obliged to 
ford it three times in the short space of seven miles, 
and with no inconsiderable risk. After the pass*.^ 
age of the Nater, ascending an elevated and rugged 
mountain, whence we enjoyed a fine view of the 
surrounding country, we descended and entered 
upon a swampy overflooded country, covered with 
fallen trees which impeded our progress terribly; 
A desolated forest was our companion for many 
miles ; here and there we found a few berries, 
especially of the moroshka (riibris chamaemorus), 
a yellow berry, about the size of a strawberry ; 
there were also some bilberries. We halted on 
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an island nrhere the remaine of a poet-hoiue are 
to be seen. It rained doring tlie night, -and we 
had some heavy thunder/ a sound become unusual 
to me. 

. The next day^ about one mile farther, we reach- 
ed the junction of the Arka and Okota, but they 
bad swollen so much from the rains, that we were 
i^iain detained. I therefore went in search of game 
with our Yakut's gun, but unhappily, the powder, 
which had been kept in a rag, was so wet as to be 
entirely useless ; we had, therefore, nothing but 
patience left, independent of four fat horses, which 
my finances would not allow me to sacrifice. The 
poor Yakuti would willingly have allowed it, but 
I could not think of permitting them, upon my ac- 
count, to su£Fer so great a loss, and therefore de- 
termined to let them act as for their own welfare, 
knowing, as I did, that none of their nation would 
deem it necessary to kill a good horse, till his 
owner had been nine days without animal food. 

Th^ number of islands in the river increased to an 
astonishing degree the velocity of the stream in the 
channel^ which brings down with it immense masses 
of ice and trees ; and even had I been possessed 
of a canoe, or had the river been more tranquil, it 
appeared impossible for the horses to ascend th» 
quays on the opposite bank, which run into the 
river in a shelving manner, eight or ten feet out of 
the water. Now and then a mass of ice, or a tree^ 
would strike the quay, and tearing away, the shel- 
ving part, would leave a perpendicular spot of some 
yards. I walked along the banks of the river in 
search of a place to cross, but in vain ; we there- 
fore began to fell timber, to be employed in the 
formation of a raft if necessary. More rain came 
in the evening, and we passed an unpleasant nighty 
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anxiously watching the rise or fall of the riyer. 
We had eaten nothing for two days, and only a 
few berries on the two preceding them. At noon 
on the following day I had completed the raft, and 
as I felt extremely hungry, determined to attempt 
the passage of the rirer with one Yakut and the 
Cossack. The other Yakut T left with the horses, 
as he could not possibly perish for want of food, 
and appeared only anxious for the necessity which 
should compel him to knock one of the animals 
upon the head, — ^that is, that the nine days should 
expire. To starve on one side of the river, be 
drowned in it, or die upon the other side, appeared 
alike to me ; and I accordingly embarked our lit* 
tie baggage upon the raft, composed of ten logs of 
trees about fifteen feet long, crossed by five others, 
and again csossed by two more, to form a seat for 
the person taking charge of the baggage, which 
was lashed to the raft. The spars were lashed to- 
gether by leather things, and two or three leather 
bags were cut up to increase their length. Each 
spar was also connected to the one on each side 
of it by three grummets, jformed out of the green 
branches of the trees on the banks of the river ; 
and the raft appeared to me strong enough to re- 
sist a severe concussion. We also provided our- 
selves with drift spars, formed into oars, to serve 
to steer, and assist in gaining the shore should an 
accident happen. My papers and journals were 
fastened round my body, and I took my station in 
the bow, in order that I might avoid danger, and 
keep in the centre of the river. 

It was with difficulty we moved our vessel into 
the main channel, from the number of eddies ; but 
having once reached it, we descended in a most 
astonishing manner, sometimes actually making the 
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head giddy as we passed tbe branches of trees^ 
rocks, or islands. No accident happening, and the 
river widening, I began to congratulate my com-' 
panions on the probability of breakfasting the next 
day in Okotsk ; but as yet I had not got upon the 
proper side of the stream, the islands and shoals 
perpetually turning us oflf. The Cossack and Ya* 
kut continued in a state, of aiarm, not entirely with-* 
out cause, for, upon rounding a point of land, we 
observed a large tree jutting into the river, with 
a tremendous and rapid surf running over it, the 
branches of the tree preventing the raft from pass- 
ing over the body of it, which was so deep in the 
water as to preclude a hope of escaping with life, 
— it was at least impossible to avoid being wreck- 
ed. The Cossack and Yakut crossed themselves, 
while I was quietly awaiting the result in the bow. 
We struck, and such was the force of the rebound, 
that I was in hopes we should have been thrown 
outside the shaft in the subsequent approach. I 
was, however, disappointed, ror .the. forepart of the 
raft was actually sucked under the tree, and the 
afterpart rose so high out of the water, that it com- 
pletely turned over, bringing the baggage under 
water ; the whole then, with the Yakut and Coss- 
ack, proceeded down the stream, and fortunately 
brought up upon an island about one hundredyards 
below. In the meanwhile my situation was dan- 
gerous ; being in the bow, I could not hold on the 
raft as my companions had been able to do, for fear 
of being jammed in between the raft and the tree. 
I therefore quitted my hold, and, with infinite dif- 
ficulty, clung to the outer branches on the rapid 
side of the tree ; my body was sucked under, and 
no part of me was out of the water but my head 
and arms. I could not long remain in such a state ;. 
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and making, therefore, one vigorons effort, on the 
success of which it was clear my life depended, I 
gained the top of the tree. I was throwing off my 
upper park, when the branch gave way, and- 1 
dropped down, half drowning, to the island. It 
was a fortunate circumstance that the raft upset, 
as otherwise it could not have brought up at the 
island ; which it did in consequence of the baggage 
lashed to the raft being so deep in the water. 

Our situation, notwithstanding, upon the island, 
was by no means pleasant. On either side of us 
was a rapid channel, and I waa as far as ever from 
accomplishing the object I had in view, which was 
that of getting upon the right bank of the river ; 
for then I might expect to reach some habitation, 
there being none upon the left bank nearer than 
six hundred miles, half way to Idgiga. My first 
care was to change my wet clothes, and warm my* 
self by exercise ; the next was to unlash and land 
the baggage^ and to save as much of the raft as 
possible, our deliverance depending upon it. By 
hard work we accomplished it ere the sun had set ; 
after which it soon began to be very cold. The 
appearance of the night was unfavourable, as it 
foreboded rain ; it would therefore have been high- 
ly indiscreet to remain longer than necessary, as 
the river might, in one night, so increase as to cover 
the island. 

To launch a raft into the channel I could not 
attempt, as by that time it would be dark, and we 
should certainly meet with the same accident, and 
' probably worse results. I therefore walked towards 
the end of the island, till I came opposite to a large 
tree which had fallen from the continent nearly hidf 
way across the narrowest part of the channel, which 
might be about fifty or sixty feet. To swim through 
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the central part of it was impossible; but it ap- 
peared to me probable, with the help of nautical 
ingenuity, to save not only ourselves, but also the 
baggage ; and this I accomplished in a true sailor- 
like fashion. 

The baggage and spars were first removed from 
the place of wreck to that we purposed departing 
from. These spars were, as I have said, about 
fifteen feet long, a length which would not more than 
one-third reach to the tree, allowing a proportion to 
be within the beach. I therefore placed the heaviest 
baggage in the water, consisting of four bags lashed 
together, to which I lashed the inner ends of two 
of the stoutest spars, keeping a line fast to the outer 
ends, to prevent the strength of the stream from 
carrying them down. I should say, that the place 
where I sunk the baggage was past the parallel of 
the tree, to which I desired to get, five or six feet, 
in order that the last of the studding sail booms 
which I should rig out might come on the rapid 
side of the tree, and thus form a bridge. I then 
carried out two more spars, and lashed their centres 
to the oiUer ends of the tivo first spars, while the 
tnfier ends w^ere lashed to the centre of the two 
inner spars ; the second two spars had also a guy 
fastened to their outer ends, as a support. I had 
now reached within eight or nine feet of the tree, 
a space including the most rapid part of the stream. 
I accordingly sent oti^ more spar, dropping it be- 
tween the others in such a manner that it should 
fall tides- way of, and two or three feet beyond, the 
nearest part of the tree. Of course it required no 
guy, and but one inner lashing, as it could not get 
adrift or fall to leeward, unless the tree gave way. 
My reason for sending one spar at last, was to pre- 
vent, as much as possible, an extra surf; for, as it 
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was, I had great difficulty in reaching the tree. The 
Cossack followed iu safety ; but of course I could 
not expect the Yakut to attempt it ; the bare idea 
was death to him. I therefore returned, and ma- 
king another long line out of leather strips from two 
bags, I flung it over to the Cossack, keeping one 
end fast to the island. My bridge thus appeared 
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To enable me to ferry over my Yakut, the bag-^ 
gage, and lastly, myself, I converted the bridge 
into a raft, which had a line fast to it from each 
side of the river, the Cossack hauling it to his side, 
and I back again. When it came to my turn, I had 
not the advantage of a check line, for there was no 
place to make it fast to. The consequence was, in 
rounding the tree, the raft upset, and I got a severe 
ducking. I held on, however, and was pulled ashore 
in such a state, from the effects of the cold, that 
my clothes became like a firm casing of ice. Not-* 
withstanding, I could not but be thankful for two 
such escapes ; the last of which, I suppose, occur- 
red at ten o'clock at night. 

We immediately had reconrse to flint and steely 
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to produce fire, which waa soon foilnd to be im« 
possible, as the tinder was all wet, A forest of fine 
trees, most of them in a fit state to bum, inspirited 
ns, and my Yakut soon produced fire by fnction. 
From the danger of perishing by cold, I was now 
hurried into that of being consumed by fire. The 
height of the grass and the dryness of the wood all 
around, were such, that the whole forest was en- 
veloped in flames^ and we were obliged to work 
hard to prevent its being fatal to us. 

This immense fire raging round us, had the ef- 
fect of inducing the other guide to swim the horses 
across the river to our relief, either supposing we 
were there, or that other assistance to himself 
was at hand : a service which must have been per- 
formed with no small difficulty or peril. For the 
sake of the Yakuti, it was a happy accomplishment; 
as, from the general want of food, and the distance 
to their home, it was impossible for them to have 
returned without a fresh supply. Now, upon the 
right bank of the river Okota, we were certain of 
assistance in twenty-four hours. The distance we 
had arrived, by the winding of the river, was fifteen 
or sixteen miles ; but in a direct line to the juno* 
tion of the Arka and Okota, not more than three 
miles ; so that the fire was readily distinguished by 
the Yakut I had left with the horses. I therefore 
felt delighted with his good conduct in having so 
well divined our situation ; and the night was passed 
in dr3dng our clothes, and preparing to resume the 
journey the following day. The appearance of 
the raft, upon the second trip, was thus : 
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The third day without any food had now passed'; 
and the fifth, with only a^ few berries to keep onr 
i^irits up, had arrived, when, on the dawn of the 
sixth (18th June), we again took to* the horses, 
forded the Ronnar, and passing over a monntainona 
and steril country, for near forty miles, arrived at 
the habitation of a Yakut prince, called Gregory 
Grosmoff, upon an island in the Okota. My host 
was neither civil nor hospitable ; but by a sort of 
force I got some horse-meat from him, and which 
I considered, at that time^ a great delicacy, added 
%o some bread which I procured from the saHora 
and carpenters employed in felling timber for the 
(dock-yard of Okotsk. 

Fresh horses were given to me at this statuuiy 
imd I proceeded on to Okotsk. The route lay 
through some fine paik-like scenery, and then over 
H thick sandy forest of tall pine-trees; the weather 
vas most un^vourable, as it rained hard. At length 
I reached the eastern sea-coast, that is, the NcHrth 
Pacific Ocean, and was compelled to halt at a mi- 
serable hut, i^ording scarcely a shelter from the 
elements. The following morning, to assist the- 
Yakuti, who begged of me to leave theur horses in 
the pasture, I paddled along the stream to the old 
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town of Okotsk ; and calling on the police-master, 
was by him, in the government boat, carried over, 
with all the formality and respect due to my rank, 
to the abode of the chief of Okotsk, Vladimir 
Ushinsky, than whom I have never found a better 
man, or one who possesses more real goodness of 
heart imder the most severe and forbidding counte- 
nance. 

I was provided with quarters at the abode of the 
police-master, whose brother had that day b^en 
drowned in floating a raft down the Okota, not far 
from where I was wrecked. I waited upon the 
chief of Okotsk as soon as I could put on a cleaa 
dress, afforded me through the kindness of a Mr 
Gardner, a Bostonian, settled in Okotsk as an agent 
or retail trader. The chief felt much surprised at 
my haggard and miserable appearance. My face 
was completely frosted, and bore the effects of ex* 
posure to the wind in no ordinary degree. My^ 
long red beard, longer red locks, and almost fright- 
ful aspect, now su^ested to me the propriety of 
shaving myself as well as of getting my hair cut, 
neither of which I had permitted for fifteen months. 
To this measure, however, I did not consent, till I 
had determined, in consequence of the information 
I received, and the general circumstances attend- 
ing my situation, to return to Europe. I did, how- 
ever, shave in the forenoon, and had my hair also 
cut ; and receiving as a present a surtout and pair 
of blue trowsers, I became once more a genteel 
dressed man* 

Through the hospitality and kindness of Captam 

Ushinsky, I was enabled to pass a most pleasan tday 

in the agreeable company of the officers both of the 

naval and civil service of Okotsk. The chief had 

long been expecting me, and continued so to ex-« 
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pect, until he heard of my departure yW>m Yakutsk 
for the Kolyma ; when, to use his own expression, 
^* he gave me up for lost!* I do, however, say that 
whatever are his, and may he others', opinions, 
I feel certain, that one half the difficulties, and 
nearly all the dangers and exposures, to which tra- 
vellers, in any climatey are most commonly sub- 
jected, and of which they so much complain, are 
the result of either their own physical incompe- 
tency, or want of prudential foresight. , I certain- 
ly do not understand making much ado about no- 
thing, nor writing expensive quartos upon a subject 
which might be compressed into a duodecimo, fio 
far as regards the value of the information ; but 
this I do understand, that were a similar, and ap- 
parently a difficult journey, left open for me to per- 
form, which could in the least tend to the benefit 
of mankind, and, in the event of success^ to my own 
advantage, I would no more think of refusing to 
undertake such a journey, than I would that of ex- 
ploring Africa to-morrow ; for which purpose, and 
ivith slender means, I am ready in six hours. I 
did utter these sentiments at Okotsk ; I have now 
again uttered them in England, conscious that my 
plan b economical, prudential, and feasible. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Reasons for determining to return to Europe — ^Description of 
Okotsk — Observations on the navigation of theAmoar—. 
Kurile Islimds— St Peter and St Paul's^Captaihs Vaai- 
Ueff *8 and Kotzebue's Expeditions* 

Thb circamstances which induced roe to deter* 
mine upon a return to Europe, previously yisiting 
Kamtchatka, I will beg to lay before my readers, 
in the words of part of a letter I addressed to the 
same purport, to the goyernor-general of Siberia. 
It is as follows : 

« Okotsk, July 8, 1821. 
<< MOST EXCELLENT SIR, 

" From the river Kolyma I had last the honour 
of ad<ke8sing your excellency ; since when I have 
come over a large tract of desolate country^ nearly 
two thousand miles, with great labour and some 
peril. The difficulties I have had to contend with 
surpass every thing of the kind I have before seen, 
and required every exertion of mine to conquer ; 
which I did not do under seventy-five days of hard 
labour. My route lay along the Kolyma, Zyzanka, 
Indigirka, Omekon, and Okota ; all of which are, 
at this season of the year, large, rapid, dangerous, 
and almost impassable rivers. Besides these, there 
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are numerous other streams, as well as lofty moun- 
tains of frozen snow, large Overflowed marshes, 
crowded and decayed forests, and half-frozen lakes, 
which present themselves in every part of this jour- 
ney ; suffering at the same time cold, rain, hunger, 
and fatigue, with forty-five nights' exposure to the 
snow ; at times without fire in a frost of thirty de- 
grees ; and, latterly, five days being passed with- 
out food ; never having seen an individual du- 
ring four hundred miles, and but one habitation in 
the extent of one thousand ; being frequently be<« 
wildered and lost in the snow mountains ;-rrall these 
circumstances tend to weary and dispirit a travel* 
ler upon a like journey, and render him incapable 
of addressing your excellency in a proper style. 
But I am unwilling to allow a post to escape, with- 
out communicating my past and future movements. 
, << I was induced to undeitake the late journey, 
in order, that I might reach Okotsk in time to pro- 
ceed to America or Kamtchatka, as circumstances 
should render most desirable or necessary ; other- 
wise the proper route from the Kolyma to Okotsk 
is via Yakutsk, the route of the Omekon having 
been discontinued thirty years, in consequence of 
the difficulties and perils which ever attend it. 

^< I waited upon the chief of Okotsk, who recei* 
ved me with distinguished hospitality and friend- 
ship, and who informed me that there was no ves- 
sel of any description lying in the port bound to 
America ; apd although two vessels were expected 
to arrive in- the course of the summer, it was by 
no means certain, or probable, that either of them 
would return to the opposite continent during the 
same season. Such being the case, the chief of 
Okotsk, agreeable to a request I made, has con- 
aentcd to my embai'kiiig in the imperial transport^ 

2c2 
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bound to Kamtchatka : there I purpose pasoag^the 
remainder of the summer in travelling about the 
peninsula, and propose to return to this place by 
way of Idgiga^ during the early part of the winter, 
and thence to Europe, where I hi^e to arrive in 
the fall of the ensuing year, passing through such 
places in Siberia as I could not visit upon my out* 
ward journey. 

^ The circumstances which have arisen since my 
last letter to your excellency, are such as to ren- 
der useless my proceeding to America, even if a 
conveyance offered ; but, as no opportunity does 
exist, I must remain a long time in Okotsk if I 
persist in my plan. Thus I hope that your excel- 
lency and the imperial government will not feel 
displeased with me, in consideration of the reasons 
I have given for retracing my steps, in preference to 
proceeding beyond the peninsula of Kamtchatka. 

** Your excellency is well awai*e, that, the object 
I had in view, when I undertook this long and 
painful journey, was first to ascertain the situation 
of Shelatskoi Noss, then to cross from Asia to 
America, at Behring's Straits, and trace the latter 
continent as far as possible to the north-east. 

" The first problem is'entirely solved by the for* 
tunate issue of Baron Wrangel's expedition. The 
north-east boundary of Asia being thus estabHshed 
beyond all dokibt, I could no longer have any rea« 
son for remaining in the vicinity of the Kolyma, 
which place I accordingly quitted the moment ^be 
fair held with the Tchnktchi upon the Aniuy was 
finished. 

" My original desire, or intention, of proceed* 
ing to America, is now become as delicate as was 
my situation on the Kolyma, as a naval expedition 
is there also, having the same object in view that 
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I baye. I cannot be allowed to uMtfitith tbem> for 
ibe reasons before assigned : I will not act against 
tbem ; and> therefore, I cannot act at all. It would 
be madness and presumption in me to attempt a 
task of the kind wbile an expedition is there. I 
cannot get to Behring's Straits but with their as- 
sistance^ or that of' the Tchuktcbi, and thus I can- 
not get there at all, and can only wish for a suc- 
cessfiil termination of Captain Vassilieflrs exer- 
tions. Should that officer withdraw entirely, I 
will hereafter undertake the same journey, and 
may possibly do that by good fortune, which e^en 
more zeal and talents cannot execute I 

" Had I known, when in Europe, of the expe- 
ditions on the Kolyma and in Behring's Straits, I 
do not think I should have taken this route to em- 
ploy and improve myself. I shall, however, re- 
member my journey with gratitude, pleasure, and 
pride. I confess to your excellency, that I do not 
see the necessity for continuing my journey merely 
for the sake of consistency. I am not afraid of the 
task, and I am as happy in a wild desert as in a 
proud capital ; but I conceive I can better employ 
myself, more improve myself, and possibly do bet- 
ter altogether. I have much to see and learn du- 
ring the ensuing fifteen months which I shall pass 
in Siberia, and, therefore, I hope I am about to 
adopt that line of conduct which, under all the 
circumstances of the case, appears most proper, 
however much I regret the necessity of retracing 
my steps. I have the honour to be,*' &c. 

Such were the ideas suggested to me, and such 
was the conduct I felt it necessary to adopt, in 
consequence of the conversation I had with the 
chief of Okotsk, and the head of the American 
Company, who told me that he had no idea of any 
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vessels offering this year for the opposite conti* 
sent. No other vessel could offer, as the ports of 
Okotsk and Kamtchatka had become shut to all 
strangers since I had left St Petersburg, thus, in 
fact, compelling me to adopt the most proper line 
of conduct, as will hereafter appear, upon my arri- 
val at Kamtchatka. I will therefore abstain from 
touching any more upon that point until I reach 
that peninsula, and content myself with viewing 
the wondei*s of Okotsk. 

Okotsk is situated in the north-east part of a 
bay formed by the rivers Okota and Kouktui, and 
is approaching to more respect and consideration 
than it ever did before, owing, I believe, princi- 
pally to the active and honest exertions of the pre- 
sent chief. The town was formerly situated on a 
low sandy beach close to the sea-side. Its ezpo-- 
sure and inconvenience were never pointQ^ out till 
by the late chief, now commanding at Yakutsk, 
who was, in consequence, ordered to transfer the 
town from the old to the new site, which is on the 
left bank of the Okota, as the old one was on the 
right. The order for the removal has been issued 
several years, yet little was done till lately : even at 
present- the new site contains but the government 
buildings, and those belonging to a few of the Cos- 
sacks and sailors. The more considerable part, 
which are erecting by the American Company, 
will, it is said, be transferred hither in the ensuing 
winter. The plan upon Vhich the town is build- 
ing is good, and, when finished, will be, after Bar« 
naoule, the neatest place in Siberia, although upon 
a small scale, for there are not more than fifteen 
or sixteen hundred people in it. -The country 
round Okotsk is highly productive of fine timber, 
in consequence of which a dock-yard has been 
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madey and some fine vessels have been btiilt, to' 
enable the goremment to transport provisions to 
Idgiga and Kamtchatka. 

The chief of Okotsk is generally a captain of 
the navy of the second rank, and subject only to 
the orders of the governor-general of Siberia, al- 
though the governor of Irkutsk has some power in 
civil cases. At present the establishment consists 
of three captains and four lieutenants, with corre- 
sponding officers of all classes, and nearly six hun- 
dred seamen and artificen ; the allowance for main-' 
taining and paying whom is less than two thou- 
sand pounds per annum, independent of their bread, 
which is about eight thousand bushels. The peo- 
ple are employed in building vessels and stores 
nouses, in rigging and sailing the former, and fill** 
ing the latter with flour and stores. The receiving 
and sending away of flour is a serious and labo- 
rious duty, and open to much abuse and pilfering. 
Besides these works there is a salt concern, under 
the charge of an officer who commands the con- 
victs, at present ninety in number, the maintenance 
of whom, including provisions, clothing, and pock- 
et-money, is about a thousand pounds per annum^ 
These extraordinary expenses are occasioned by 
the allowance of double rations, in consideration 
of their hard work. The allowance to a convict 
is as follows ; — Eighty pounds of rye flour for each 
man per month, one hundred and twenty pounds 
of the same flour for each man who has a wife, 
and forty pounds in addition for each child, male 
or female. Each man is also allowed ten pounds 
of oatmeal, or rice, and twenty pounds of butter 
per month. They are also allowed two complete 
suits of clothing, and about twenty shillings per 
annum in money. Such an allowance of provi* 
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sions is commendable and liberal ; indeed it is ia 
great, that the poor wretches are enabled to sell 
one-half of the bread for the purchase of tea, sugar, 
and meat ; and of the latter there is not so much 
necessity, when the superabundant quantity of fish 
is taken into consideration, which is so great that 
I believe from twelve to fifteen hundred dogs are 
fed with it during the greater part of the year. 

The quantity of salt made by the convicts is 
about two thousand five hundred poods, or one 
thousand six hundred bushels, which is sold alike 
to rich and poor, at the rate of three shillings a* 
bushel, equal to two hundred and fifty pounds for 
sixteen hundred bushels ; so that the salt, although 
a necessary, is a losing establishment of seventy- 
five per cent. The liberality and consideration of 
the Emperor upon this head cannot, therefore, bat 
be duly appreciated. 

There are also at Okotsk fifty Cossacks, whose 
allowance of flour is thirty poods, or one thousand 
two hundred pounds weight, per annum, and oat* 
meal and butter in proportion. The children have 
half that allowance, and widows and orphans are 
considered as entitled to the same, thus bringing 
the establishment of Okotsk to about two hundred 
and fifty thousand roubles, or ten thousand pounds, 
per annum. To meet this, the yasack, or tribute, 
paid by Yakuti and Tongoi;si is two thousand 
eight hundred and twenty- eight roubles, or less 
than one hundred and twenty pounds, and the 
duties upon impoited goods amoimted, in three 
years, to less than seven hundred pounds. These 
are the only sources of revenue to Okotsk, if I 
except that arising from the Ameiican Company, 
who are supposed to pay a tenth of their imports 
to the crown at St Petersburg, as also a tench of 
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the fars imported from Kamtchatka; neither of 
which payments take place, I believe, in so cor- 
rect a manner as they should. 

Of the expenses of building and fitting out a 
transport brig of one hundred and sixty to one hun- 
dred and eighty tons, I have the' account, which 
states it at less than two thousand pounds; the 
building was one-half the amount of the stores, 
and their transport from Irkutsk the other half. 
Upon the whole, however, the vessels are eminent- 
ly strong, and worth the money. The art of ship- 
building has considerably improved, if I may judge 
from the different samples lying in Okotsk ; three 
brigs have been built within the last three years, 
which ought to last at least twenty. 
- Such are the official returns of Okotsk. Of the 
state of society little can be said, no merchants re- 
siding in it, and the chief being the only married 
man belon^ng to the navy, and but three or four, 
who have wives, that belong to the civil service; 
in short, there is very little society, and less edu- 
cation, Although a school has been established by 
the present chief, which ma^ hereafter do well if 
the existing discipline be kept up. There are se- 
venty-six boys in it, who cost nothing either to 
the empire or their families, being supported on 
the, so called, economy money^ i. e. the money sa- 
ved from the sums allowed by government for the 
maintenance of the equipage, which savings the 
present governor, much to his honour imd credit, 
employs for the education and other benefit of the 
children. 

Much credit is also due to the exertions of Cap- 
tain Ushinsky, in having redressed many of the 
grievances under which the aborigines laboured, 
as well as the abuses in the public departments. 
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Fonnerly when an officer wanted money, he had 
only to go to the dock-yard and take such things 
from it as he conld sell to raise it ; and so reeentlv 
has this ahuse heen exercised, that an officer, high 
in rank, did, even in the last year, take articles to 
a considerable amount from one <^ the storehouses ; 
not in a shy or shameiiaced manner, hut openly, as 
an act justified by habit and long usage, and not at 
all questionable. I can see no reason why such con- 
duct should be practised here, as all officers receiire 
double pay and extra provisions, besides being al« 
ways considered as regular traders ; indeed it has, 
since my return from Siberia, been sanctioned by 
authority, that officers in certain departments or 
situations may trade. The consequences will be 
most fatal' to the poor aborigines, and most de- 
structive to the interest of the lair trader, who is 
taxed to an amount of at least ten per cent per 
annum, upon the capital he professes to trade with. 

The abuses under which this persecuted race of 
aborigines have existed, 1 shall forbear to mention^ 
I will, however, give two samples of the manner 
in which an avaricious chief may make bis fortune. 

A Yakut applied to the orderly Cossack of the 
present chief, who spoke the language of the Ya« 
kuti, stating that he wished to speak to the chidP 
in private. The poor fellow was admitted, when 
he beckoned the interpreter to withdraw* This» 
however, was impossible, as the man, who kept hie 
hand in his breast, could not speak a wmrd of Rus^ 
sian. The chief demanded what he wanted ; still 
he declined answering in the presence of the Coe« 
sack. At last, after many entreaties, he piUle4 
out a paper horn his bosom, and gave it to the 
chief, at the same time kissing his buee ; and oh« 
serving that he was a poor man> and had never faaea 
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to Okotsk before. The paper was opened, and 
found to contain a hundred roubles, nearly five 
pounds. The chief demanded the purpose of the 
money ; and by reasoning with and threatening the 
poor fellow, he at last got out the tiiith, which 
was, — that an old custom prevailed among the Ya- 
kuti, in order to enable the chief of Okotsk to live 
well ^nd support his station, that every Yakut 
should pay^ upon his first entry into Okotsk, a sort 
of poll-tax to the chief ; and -that he, the Yakut, in 
common with the rest, had now only to continue 
the custom, and to express his regret that he was 
so poor a man as not to be able to do more. I need 
not say the money was returned, the man made to 
understand that such practices were abolished, and 
a message sent to the princes of the Yakuti, to say, 
that should such conduct be i^in attempted with 
the present chief, a severe punishment would be 
inflicted upon the party offending. When the num- 
ber of Yakuti who annually go to Okotsk are con- 
sidered as not falling short of three or four thou* 
sand, it may be very readily guessed what the ave- 
rage receipts of a chief were, and might still be, 
upon the score of privilege and extortion. The 
charm of bribery and corruption is, however, now 
80 decidedly broken at Okotsk, that I feel certain 
no place in Siberia will thrive more, although its 
chief will always be unpopular. 

J will mention one instance more of the preva- 
lence of conuption in this part of the world, and 
to the truth of which I can myseif testify. A de- 
cent dressed woman called upon the present chief 
of Okotsk, with a petition that her husband shoiild 
have his fetters taken off, and be allowed a total 
respite from the public services, in consequence of 
bis age and infinnities. Upon inquiry, her hus* 
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band pKpved to be a convict, and, still more, one 
of the very worst. The woman was desired to call 
again, and was then told that the chief was sorry 
that die conduct of her husband was such, as pre- 
Tented the chiefs considering it necessary that he 
should be excused from the public works ; and that 
his health, his age, and circumstances were such, 
that no extra consideration of his case was neces- 
8ary,«nd therefore he must continue to work in his 
fetters. The woman then put a letter into the hand 
of the chief, which, on opening, was found to con- 
tain bank notes, to the amount of three hundred 
roubles, a sum equal to fifteen pounds. This was 
her last resort ; the money was returned, the for- 
mer opinion was confirmed, and the chief, for ha- 
ying done his duty, and for haying honourably re- 
fused the bribe, was denounced as the most ai'bi- 
trary and tyrannical, insomuch that a parallel was 
drai^ between his conduct and that of his prede- 
cessors, by whom it seems such things were prac* 
tised* 

These are in no way extraordinary cases, nor are 
they by any means the most grievous. Those 
arising from the oppressive acts of the commiaea- 
ries, or tax-gatherers, are the worst. I feel confi- 
dent that no real redress can be granted until the 
yasack is done away with entirely ; and this step, 
I hope and believe, will, ere long, be taken* The 
sacrifice would be small ; it might even be done 
with great advantage to. the empire, and to the m- 
crease of the pof^ulation as well as of the revenue ; 
but I have done, and am really tired of being uu 
der the necessity of telling such true tales. 

During the latter part of my stay at Okotsk, 
^wo vessels arrived Uiere from America, one of 
which was very valuable,- worth about aeventy 
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^ thousand pounds, the other ahout thirty thousand. 

' They were hrigs, and loaded with sea-otters, bea- 
vers, sea-cats, martins, riyer-otters, and various 
other less valuable skins. The vessels appeared 
well manned, and tolerably managed, which is more 
than I can believe is the case with the government 
transports ; but as I am going in one, and shall have 
a fair opportunity of judging, I will, for the pre- 
sent, abstain from further remark. I remained in 
Okotsk a considerable time, and felt highly grati- 
fied with the attentions shown to me by the chief, 
his amiable lady, and the officers. Every thing 
that could tend to my comfort was done for me. * I 
did not, however, receive from the American Com- 
pany's representatives those attentions to which my 
situation might seem to entitle me^ in consequence, 
I believe, of what had taken place at St Petersburg. 
One circumstance in particular occurred to me, 
which was calculated to lower them and the con- 
cern in my estimation. One of their brigs was to 
be examined, — visited for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing if the provisions were good, if the people were 
satisfied, and if the furniture of the vessel, in spare 
sails, &c. was as is directed by law. The chief 
and officers were invited. This was at a feast given 
by the chief, at which I was present, and where he 
was requested to bring me with him ; I even heard 
the invitation, but I naturally considered that, if 
th6y realfy wished me to partake of the difeune 
to be given on board, they could as well have in- 
vited me upon the spot, as desire a second person 
to bring me. The day the survey was to take 
place, fdl the individuals expected repaired to the 
scene of action except myself; a boat was dispatch- 
ed after me, but I declined the invitation in toto, 
conscious as I was that something existed which, 
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probably in obedience to directions, I ought not to 
see, and knowing, as they must, that I would ex- 
pose, if I discovered it. I neither have nor had 
any hostility towards the American Company ; on 
the contrary, I say, that I think their establishment 
in Okotsk is upon the most liberal scale, probably 
too libera], and that there are fewer faults in the 
concern in Okotsk, than in any other of theirs that 
I have seen. 

The prices of provisions and labour will conclude 
these remai'ks upon Okotsk. Bread is twelve rou- 
bles a-pood, and meat from four to five roubles the 
same quantity ; that is, bread is sold by government 
at nine shillings for thirty-six pounds, while meat 
is four shillings and sixpence for the same quantity. 
I^b, from its abundance, is not vended. Tobacco, 
cottons, and earthenware, cutlery, and such articles 
as a poor people can want, are not exorbitant ; 
while a common working man can earn four, five, 
and six shillings a-day, which are, however, sure 
to be spent at the kabak, or grog-shop. Wine of 
an infamous quality, the worst of spirits, and a sort 
of provincial naleefka, and fructovka (a spirit of the 
flavour of cheiTy-brandy) are most exorbitantly 
dear. Those who have industry, strength^ or ta- 
lent, cannot. fail of making their situation comfort- 
able in Okotsk, if they be so disposed. The place 
is generally considered healthy, yet for invalids 
there is a good hospital, with plenty of attendants. 
The gardens produce some vegetables, but com- 
monly of an inferior growth ; mushrooms are most 
abundant, and very fine. In other respects the go- 
vernment of Okotsk can only be teroied an im- 
mense dreary waste, extending from the river Uda 
to Idgiga and Anadyr, and the whole population 
is less than four thousand souls. In spite of the 
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attentions and hospitality heaped upon me by the 
inhabitants of Okotsk, I could not regret my de* 
partare. It has sach a sameness — so little to be 
seen — so little to interest — and what was worse 
than all, so much scandal circulating there, that 
every thing done in Irkutsk and St Petersburg was 
sure to be known in a very short time. 

It was on the twenty-fourth of August that I 
* embarked on board the imperial transport brig, 
Michael, to proceed to Kamtchatka. She was 
commanded by a lieutenant of the navy, and had 
on board thirty-two people, besides passengers. I 
mention the number, because it is considered in 
this part of the world that such a number falls far 
short of what is necessary to work a vessel in a 
case of emergency. 

Our destination was St Peter and St Paul's in 
Kamtchatka : we cast off our lashings about noon, 
and were soon in the centre of the tremendous 
tides.way, which makes in and out of Okotsk every 
six hours. In attempting to cross the bar, she 
struck, and, as the vessel was rather late, the ebb* 
tide having made, of course she continued to strike, 
and in fact beat so hard, that it was necessary to 
get down the lower yards and topmasts, and even 
to prepare to discharge the cargo. Every exertion, 
but in vain, was made in the two following tides 
to get her off from the bank which received Cap- 
tain Billmgs' vessel, the Good Intentshe wvi^left 
so truly dry at low water, that I walked on shore 
to communicate with the chief. 

On the afternoon of the twenty-sixth, by main 
force, we hove the brig into deep water upon the 
rising of the tide ; and as no damage had been ap- 
parently done to the vessel, of course resumed the 
voyage. We may be considered as fortunate ; the 

2d2 



318 OKOTSK. 

surf is at times so terrific as to present the possi- 
bility not only of a boat, but of any ressel, outri- 
ding it many minutes. The shallowness of the wa- 
ter, a loog way off from the entrance of the har- 
bour, the rapidity of the tides, and the cross- setting 
of them at the harbour s mouth, preclude the pos- 
sibility of Okotsk becoming an easily accessible 
port, except for a small merchant vessel. Neces- 
sity alone, resulting from the loss of the Amour, 
can induce the Russian government to keep it, at 
such an expense, and under such circumstances. 
If the Amoui* had pot been sacrificed through the 
bad generalship of the count, whose name I do not 
recollect, or the superior duplicity of the Chinese, 
all the productions of the Pacific might have enter- 
ed and ascended that river, nearly to the fortress 
of Kiakhta ; but in the present state of the limita- 
tion of the Chinese and Russian empires, the pro- 
duce of the Pacific is necessarily sent to Okotsk, 
as there is no other eligible place. 

The produce arriFing at Okotsk has to choose 
betwixt the dangers of a bad roadstead, and of a 
very difficult, port. From Okotsk to Irkutsk and 
Kiakhta, are near three thousand miles of the most 
difficult and dangerous land- carriage in the world ; 
a journey which cannot be accomplished during the 
season in which the vessels generally arrive at 
Okotsk ; consequently one year's interest of the 
money is sunk, besides the exposure of the goods to 
the ignorance and negligence of warehouse-keepers, 
and the dampness of the atmosphere. 

The only period in which the port of Okotsk caa 
be approached or departed from, is between the 
months of July and October, or only four months. 
The general period for vessels arriving is the latter 
part of July or beginning of August ; too late in 
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the season to admit of their cargoes heing fom^ard- 
ed to Yakutsk in time to take the winter road, and 
reach the fair of Kiakhta during die same season, 
as the fair commences in Fehruary. Were the 
American Company to dispatch their vessels from 
the continent of America in the month of May, 
they would always arrive at Okotsk before the 1st 
July ; their cargoes might be transported to Ya-* 
kutsk by the end of August, at a cheap rate, by 
means of the return horses, and then to Irkutsk I)y 
water, previous to the winter setting in, and so he 
ready for disposal at Kiakhta in January. The 
furs would arrive in a better state, and of course 
fetch a better price. What incalculable advan- 
tages would result to the American Company and 
to merchants in general, to say nothing of its con- 
venience to the government, from the employ of 
steam-engines upon the rivers Lena, Angara, Se- 
lenga, and Baikhal lake I What country in the 
world has such advantages for the employment of 
steam as Siberia ; and what a relief would it not 
give to the aborigines, in saving them at least ^/^^ 
thousand horseB every year, which are now, through 
fatigue, cold, hunger, and being overladen, left to 
perish ! 

The value of the Amour is, however, so gene- 
rally known, and its loss so sensibly felt, that it 
were needless to point out the benefits which would 
arise from the purchase of it ; all that surprises me 
is, that the Russians have not attempted to open 
a treaty even for the privilege of navigating the 
river ; then the direct trade between Irkutsk and 
Kamtchatka, Japan, and the Pacific in general, 
would be astonishing, while now it is at best con- 
temptible. 

To return to the Toyage, which occupied us four- 
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teen days, with mild and favourable weather, and 
bat little fog ; on the seventh day we passed the 
Kurile Islands in safety, and on the tenth made 
the Avatcha Peak. Strong north winds, and a still 
stronger and perpetual south-east current, together 
with the want of practical knowledge in the com- 
manders of the vessels in this part of the world> 
retarded our progress, so that we did not anchor 
until the fifteenth day, when I was received under 
the roof of the amiable and hospitable chief. Cap- 
tain Rikord — the gentleman, as will be remem- 
bered, who rescued Captain Golovnin from the 
hands of the Japanese. I arrived in time to par- 
take of the feast given in honour of the saint after 
whom the lady of the chief is named. It was at- 
tended by all the youth, beauty, and fashion of the 
town of St Peter and St Paul's. 

During our passage across the sea, little of in- 
terest was excited. I had occasion, during calm 
weather, to witness the struggles of the whale, and 
listen to its groans, when attacked by the kasatki, 
a species of sword-fish. We had frequent oppor- 
tunities of ascertaining the state of the currents, 
which were invariably found setting to the S.E. at 
the rate of two and three miles per hour. In one 
of these excursions, and when I was in a small 
punt-boat, with a deep sea-lead down for an an- 
chor, the laziness of the crew got the better of their 
prudence, and nearly prevented my now relating 
the tale. Although in a small punt, the crew per- 
sisted in pulling towards the brig, with the deep- 
sea-lead down ; the consequences were, as might 
be expected, the moment we ceased rowing, to 
enable us to take hold of a rope thrown to us, that 
moment, of course, the punt got stemway, and con- 
tinued it until the lead was brought up and down ; 
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but although the boat was nearly swamped by this 
unsailorlike conduct, yet, in spite of remonstrance, 
was it again fruitlessly attempted. Whether this 
conduct proceeded from obstinacy, ignorance^ or 
fearlessness, I leave the reader to judge. At length 
the crew took my advice, and we gained the brig. 
I had also an opportunity of establishing the lati« 
tude of Povorotnoi Noss, and which is correctly 
laid down in the old chart of Admiral Saretcheff, 
while the more modern one of Admiral Kruzen* 
stem is incoirect by nineteen miles. The longi- 
tudes of Nishney Kolymsk, of Okotsk, and of the 
island of Eon, have, however, 3^ of error in the for- 
mer admiraUs chart ; this may probably have pro^ 
ceeded from inadvertency, and not from en*or of 
calculation, as Captain Billings used English books 
to calculate by, while Admiral Saretcheff must 
have used French ; — the former only understood 
his own English, and of course used the meridian 
of London ; the latter, most likely, used the meri- 
dian of Paris, as he did not understand English. I 
mention the circumstance of exculpation, because 
the errors are known to exist. Three degrees must 
be added to the longitude of the place according 
to the charts extant ; in short, it ought to be about 
146° east of London. In passing the Kurile islands, 
the general line of them appeared to be well laid 
down, with the exception of the second and fourth 
islands, which, with Cape Lopatka, should be placed 
farther to the east, to bring them upon a north- 
east line with the islands to the southward of 
them ; or the southern islands should be placed 
more to the westward, to bring them upon a south- 
west line from Cape Lopatka, for that is their ex- 
act direction, although the charts lay them do^'n 
Otherwise. I had no other means than half-a- dozen 
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compasses of ascertdnmg where the fenlt lies. The 
islands and peninsula are elevated^ bold, and rery 
accessible ; passages may be run for during the 
night in spite of the fogs, and there is no danger 
anywhere but in the Lopatka channel, where a 
strong south-east current always sets. The are* 
rage temperature of the atmosphere was 15^ of 
heat. 

In the harbour of St Peter and St Paul's, I 
found the Russian expedition under the orders of 
Captain Vassilie£P, who had returned from a fruit- 
less attempt to get round the American continent. 
They rounded Icy Cape about thirty miles beyond 
Captain Cook, although they fell short of him on 
the Asiatic side by two degrees. Little increase 
of knowledge will be gained to the world by this 
expedition ; the most valuable is the baring ascer- 
tained that a strong current runs round Icy Cape 
to the north-east and east, — so strong that it was 
with great difficulty Captain VaSsilieiF could get 
back his fast-sailing sloop. She certainly was not 
provided with the means, nor was she a fit vessel, 
for wintering on the American coast, separated 
from her consort, a large transport of six hundred 
tons. What would Captain Parry have given for 
such a fair current f Had the state of Captain 
Vassilieff's ship permitted his running for the ac- 
complishment of the voyage in general, be certain- 
Ij had the fairest opportunity that ever man had, 
%^ the result of Captain Parry's first voyage was 
^nown at Kamtchatka, as a correct chart of that 
voyage, and the situation of Melville Island, had 
been forwarded, and had actually reached there a 
few days after Captain Vassilieff arrived. Little or 
no doubt can exist that he could have reached 
Melville Island ; — ^that there was an open sea to 



ST P£T£R AND ST PAUL's. 3S3 

\ the east, and a current of three knots per hour, I 
I have reason to know. Unfortunately, howeyer, 
t the expedition was not in a fit state to make the 
I attempt again ; hut what may he done hy Captain 
Kotzehue, time alone will show ; though I helieve 
his instructions are so limited, that he is not to at- 
I tempt the passage, hut to survey the sound named 
after him, and protect the Russian commerce in 
that part of the world. I am, however, free to 
think that the passage hy Behring's Straits is the 
best. Should Captain Kotzehue be determined to 
attempt the passage round Icy Cape, he will, no 
doubt, find a place for wintering ; or he may win-- 
ter in the sound called after, and re-discovered by 
him, for it has been known to the Russians more 
than one hundred years. The winter may be em- 
ployed to great advantage, as there are natives in 
the vicinity, with dogs and rein- deer ; and I should 
think that, with proper caution and people qualified 
for the task, the coast as far as M'Kenzie's river 
might be surveyed in one winter. Dogs to assist 
could also be procured at Kamtchatka. 

I found also in St Peter and St Paul's, a brig 
under Portuguese colours, as well as one from the 
Sandwich Islands. The former brought a cargo 
of flour from Macao, the other a cargo of salt as 
a present to the Emperor from the sable Majesty 
of those islands, and in return received as a pre- 
sent such things as seemed most desirable ; among 
others, some animals, with a view of propagating 
the breed ; though it may be doubted whether the 
propagation of bears, which they also received, 
will be beneficial or acceptable. The Sandwich 
brig was a fine American vessel, officered by three 
Englishmen, and entirely manned by natives. The 
conduct of the ezecative here towards the Sand- 
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wkhers was flattering ; and it is not a little singa- 
lar that the first voyage undertaken by them should 
be to Kamtcbatka» almost the least known part of 
the world. What with the expedition, transports, 
and foreigners, this place had, at one time, as many 
as eight vessels in it ; — the largest number it ever 
counted before. 

It may readily be believed that I felt great plea- 
sure in meeting with three Englishmen, independ- 
ent of three on board of the Sandwich vessel, in 
such a distant part of the world. One was the 
Russian consul-general to the Pacific Ocean, Peter 
Dobell, Esq., formerly a merchant of Canton, re- 
siding in Manilla, whither he had returned after 
escaping the dreadful massacre in that place. I 
found him, during the long stay I had in Kamt- 
chatka, a polite, hospitable, and finished gentle-* 
man, a sincere friend, and, in short, a recti Irish" 
man. He had some few years ago been so for* 
tunate as to contribute to the safety of a Rus- 
sian frigate, under the command of Captain Km- 
zenstem, which ship was upon the point of beings 
seized by the Chinese authorities at Canton. Se- 
cret intelh'gence communicated to Mr Dobell, was 
as readily given to the captain, and reported to 
the. Court of St Petersburg, when the Emperor 
Alexander, ever alive to reward the meritorious, 
presented him with a valuable brilliant ring, and 
gave him his present situation ; which last was the 
more acceptable, as he was compelled to quit Can- 
ton, and forfeit his business. A second was a 
plain, good, honest Bostoqian, encumbered with 
six children and a wife, else a man who ought to 
return to his native land, where his circumstances 
are good ; I experienced much civility and kind-^ 
ness from him. The last was a cockney, who had 
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I been- exiled from Moscow for forgery ; and, al* 
{ though he had heen flogged, knouted, &c. was still 
I well received in every house. I know not how 
I such things are managed in this country, but no 
^ doubt can exist that in Siberia, and probably in 
I Botany Bay, the convicts are well received, that 
is, if their situation in life was formerly respectable. 
For my own part, I could oply pity him, and re- 
joice that the punishment inflicted was so merci- 
ful ; had he been a Russian, the case would have 
been different. 

Time rolled away in the agreeable society of 
the chief and his amiable lady, together with the 
Tery fine youDg men who composed the officers 
^ belonging to the expedition and to the ^ort. I 
felt anxious to get away from the perpetual course 
of balls, routs, dinners, and masquerades, which 
were alternately given by the chiefs of Kamt- 
chatka and the expedition, as well as by the offi- 
cers of them. Nor did the representative of his 
I sable majesty of the Sandwich Islands fail to ho- 
nour all individuals of rank and fashion with a 
splendid d^eune. The last fete given was by the 
author of this narrative, when the British flag, for 
the first time, waved over the land of Eamtchatka. 
However much the chief felt inclined to grant me 
the means of departing, it was impossible until the 
expedition had quitted the bay; only one post could 
be sent, and that I desired to accompany. Two 
months passed in this manner before the expedi- 
tion departed, when I was left to the free enjoy- 
ment of a passion which was crowned with the 
reward of marriage ; — so much then for my tra- 
vellership. However, I had no alternative, and 
the day that Captain Vassilieff left the harbour of 
St Peter and St Paul's^ I put the question. My 
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airy phantoms, niy bold desires, and my eccentric* 
tarn, bdmg thus dissipated by ohe w^oman, I pre- 
pared tomake a tour of the pemnsnlR before I led 
my intended bride to die altar. 
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